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. struction Departments. 
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Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. [Kurigram South (Muhammadan).] 

At>dul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensingh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A M. [Palma West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kinhoieganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul* Jahbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Pahvan, Mr. Md. [Jumalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. JPatuakhuli South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur cum Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikgunj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdulla- A1 Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Kahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. [24-Parganas North-Kaat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Bahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chaml>er of Commerce.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Sabib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur R§uf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Abdur R^feal, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

.Aldus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 
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Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Mautyi. [Chandpur West 
(Muhammadan).] • 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhamrt/adan).] 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad [Madaripur West ^(Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Ahul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] 

Afoul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi Kanta, of Muktagacha, Myrnen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholders.) • • 

Aftab Ali, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Aftab Hossain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Mauiana. [Jhenidah (Muhtqp- 
madan).] * 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan.)] 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 
Anwarul Azirn, Khan Bahadur Md. [ Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan),] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 
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Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midimpore East (General).] 
Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 
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Cbakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cum Palma (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Pargauas Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European). J 


D 

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General).] 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hooghly North-East (General).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Parganas North-West (General),] 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidalbad (General).] 

Das* Mr.» Monomohan. [Mymensingh East (General).] 
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Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Ch§ndra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 
Gupta, Mr. J. If. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gnrung* Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Chcgidhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 


H 


Habibirtlah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca 
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madan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. It, (Calcutta Trades Association.) 
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Stark, Mr. A. E [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmhu met in the AviembU Houm\ ( ulcuttu, on Wednesday, 
the*15th February, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the UoiPble Khan Bahadur M. A/uui. IIaqu*.., c.l.K.), 
in the Chair, 8 lioii’ble Minister^ and 2^0 im»ml»ors 


Oaths. 

The following memtar* took their oath of allegiance to the Crown:— 
Mr. Rogers Haywood. 

Mr. A. F. Stark. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. 8PEAK£R4*|g accordance with the pimiaious ol rule (i of the 
Bengal Legislathe Fiocedure Rules, J nominate the following members 
of the Assembly to form a Panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(]) Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 

(21 Mi. W. A M. Walker, 

(3) Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, and 

(4) Mr. FarJur Rahman, of Dacca. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above or<Jpr will jjreside over the deli Iterations of this Assembly in 
my absence*and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 

We will now*take up questions. 

2 



QUESTIONS. 


[15th FA., 


2 ' 


Questions unanswered in the last session. 

» • 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, a u umber of questions have been 
held over from the previous session and you were pleased to 3irect on 
the concluding day of the last session tliat,th^* >vould be taken up on 
the first day of this session. Those questions begin from No. 133 
(starred) of tin* last session. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : As a matter of fact, the replies that are now 
being given relate to questions of which notices were given duiing the 
last session, but in order that they may not be congested and answered 
in one day wo have tried to put in, say, 25 questions a day which may 
be answered in the normal course of a day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 take it that those questions 
which were laid on the table on the last din of the last session, but 
could not l>e answered on that day, are being repeated now in this 
manner Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then I submit, Sir, that in reply 
to some of those questions it was answered that enquiries were being 
made or that further information was being collected. I hope, Sir, that 
now the Ilon’hle Ministers will be m a jMisitiori to gi\e a complete 
answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well^unlesa we get full answers we generally do 
not publish them. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 4" 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Election of Jhargram Local Board, Midnapore. 

•1. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (<n Will the llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Sol f-(i over upiont Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) what arrangement has been made to notify t He date*of election 
of tlhargram I/ocal Board, Midnapore; ^ 

(it) what are the dates when the elections of other Subdivisions 
were held; and 



i»o.] 


QUESTIONS. 


3 


(iii) when the names of the candidates elected from other subdivi- 
sions are likgly to he published or does the llon’ble Minister 
propose to hold a fresh' election for those subdivisions? 

(/;) Will the lion’ Me Minister l>e pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay in the publication of the names of the elected candidates?' 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) (<) The District Magistrate of Midnnpore has been already 
asked fry Government to take necessary steps for holding the election 
of the Jhargram Local Hoard as eaily as possible. 

(ti) A statement is laid on the table. 

(tu) and (b) Hide IS of the Local Self-Government Election Rul<*s 
which is a statutory rule requites that the names of elected and 
nominated members of Local Hoards should he published in the same 
Gazette. The names of memliers elected from the other subdivisions 
will be published as soon as a derision lias been reached by Government 
us regards the ap|H>int merit of members on those Hoards under section 
11 of the Local Self-Go\ ei nment Act No question of holding a fresh 
election to these Indies arises. 


Statement refined t</ m the reply to clause (a) (it) of starred (/mstton 

.Vo. 1. 

Sadar Local Hoard— 20th February , lRdR 
Tanduk Jsxal Hoard — 20th and 21 st February, 10d0. 

Contai Local Hoard — 7th Januan, 1M!1 
Ghatal Loud Hoard- 0th January, 1JKI0. 

' * - > r ■ 

MEMORANDUM. 

11 In/ the cleition of meat la r* of ,J harp ram Local Hoard has been 
ddayed't- In view of the fuct that a considerable fiortion oi the dhu»- 
gram subdivision is < overed neither by ( liaukidari Unions nor bv Village 
Sell*Go\ eminent l mons, Government were advised bv the Legal 
Remembrancer to the effect that ui#Ier rule 2d of the Local Self-Gov- 
ernment Election Hides no valid electoral roll could la* prepared and 
published for the purjKJse of ejection of members of the .Ihargraro 
Locaf Board and that any election held on the basis of an illegal 
electoral roll would be invalid The Commissioner of the Hurdwan 
Division vfas accordingly informed that, in the circumstances, there 
was no other alternative but to drop the proceedings relating to the 
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election to the Jhargrain Local Board pending amendment of the 
election rules but the elections to the other Loqal Boards in the district 
should lie proceeded with in the meantime. * 

The general elections of the Local Boards in the district, except 
Jhargrain, have accordingly been held, namely, Sadar on 20th February, 

1 939, Tarnluk on 20th February, 1939, and 21 st February, 1939, Contai 
on 7th January, 1939, and Ohatal on 9th January, 1939, and proposals 
for nomination of members to these Boards have also been received 
by Government. 

Why names of elected members of Local Hoards other than Jlgirgram 
could not he published in the Gazette ? Rule 48 of the Local Self- 
Government Election Rules requires that the names of elected and 
nominated members of Local Boards should be published in the same 
Gazette. As the proposals were under the consideration oi Government, 
the names of members elected from other Local Boards in the district 
lould not be published. 

Why decision as regards the appointment of members of this Board 
is not yet. being reached by Government ? — Enquiries as regards the 
selection of suitable poisons for appointment in the Liard are in 
progress. 

When will Government decision be reached?— The final decision K 
Government will be reached as soon as such enquiries have been 
completed. 

When will the elections of the Jhargrain Local lb>ard be held and 
why are they being delayed ? With regard to the geneial election of 
the Jliargrum Local Board necessan amendments have been made in 
the Ejection Rules and the amendments have Wn published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 14th December, 1939. Under the penultimale 
paragraph of section 138 of the Local Self-Government Act, the amended 
tales will come into force after three months from the date of their 
publication, i.e., from the middle of March next. The District Magis- 
trate. Midnajwjre, has. however, been requested to take necessary steps 
for holding the election of this Ivocal Hoard as earl\ as possible. 

11 In n will the appointments of members of th.c Jhargrain Local 
Book l be made under section ll of the Local Self-Government Act?— 
.After the elections are over. 

Procedure regarding appointment of Hoad clerks and sheristadan in 

Collect orates. 

*2. Mr. $• A. SALIM, (at Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — , 

( i ) whether there is a Government Circular that the posts of head 
clerk and sheristadar in the Collectorhtes of Bengal are to 
be notified before they are filled up; and 



QFESTIONS. 


5 


WO.] 


(it) whether the appointments of the present head clerk and the 
sheristndar q/ the Dacca Col lcc to rate were made in accord- 
ance “with the procedure laid down in the Circular? 


(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to %tate the reason therefor? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): [<i) (/) No. 

(if) and (b) Do not arise. 


Floods in Hasnabad and Sandeshkhali police-stations, 24-Parganas. 

.♦3, Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: [<i) Is the Dou ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that floods have destroyed 
the crops of Sandeshkhali police-station and in particular Hasnalmd 
police-station of the Sundcrlmn tltasirhat subdivision, tM-l’urgamiH) ? 

(b) Have the (iovernnient rereiwd any representation on the subject 
from the local people? 

(<•) If so. haw the (tovcmnieiit <ousidcied the petitions and repre- 
sentations made b\ the peasant* of the affected areas praying for — 

(C immediate lemivdun of rent loi the Near at least; and 

(//> grant of agiieultural loan? 

(<l) If the answer to (r) is in the alhrmati\ e, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the result thereof? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (,n No There 
was however slight damage and most of the affected lands have been 
retrunsplauted. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Minis- 
ter bo pleased to state what precisely he means h\ the words “the 
affected lands have l)een retransplanted”? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Well, Sir, retrans- 
plantation means retransplantation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does it mean that the 
crops darmffged on account of the flood were again raised bv a second 
crop from the said area? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, it is not the crops which were retrans- 
planted, hut it is the lands whic h were retransplanted. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state in what respects they have been 
ret ran spin liter] ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: lUtransplantation 

moans 

Mr. 8PEAKER : f ihut question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Rut, Sir, the Hon ble 

Minister was going to answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But lie net *d not do that. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJI: Will the Hon ble Minister please state 
W'hut was the extent of the damage ? He says “there was slight 
damage”, and I would like to know what was the percentage of that 
damage ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 

Minister please state bow exactly In* ascertained the extent of ihe 
damage caused b\ tin* flood m that area? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By local enquiry. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilonhle 

Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that huge tracts of lands have 

been lying fallow as a result of the floods caused by the deposit of salt 
on the lands which have rendered them uneultivable? 

The Xon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not my 
information. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Honble 

Minister made ain attempts to find out whether in the affected areas 
any crops have so far been actually raised after the floods? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes* Sir. I have 
mentioned in my reply that there was a slight darhage and most of the 
affected lands have now been retransplanted. 
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Allegations against Kalooho Debt Settlement Board. 

• 

•4. Mr. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: «j > Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment a wart* — 

• 

(i) that a large number of people including mostly of debtors of 
No. 2 Kalorho Cnion within llajiganj police-station in the 
district of Tipi>ern submitted petitions to the Secretary to 
the (in\ eminent of Bengal, ro-i>jK*rative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department. and the Commissioner, Chitta- 
gong Division, complaining against three individual members 
of the Kalorho Debt Settlement Hoard including the Chair- 
man of the Hoard on the IHtli August, IJKW, and the 22nd 
August, IfKW, respectively; and 

{it) that reminders have also been sent to the respective authori- 
ties on the l()th NovemlK*r, for taking necessary imme- 

diate steps?' 

{!/) Has any lmpiiiy 1 km 1 n made into the allegations? 

(c) If the answer to (l>) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what other action, if any, he proposes to take on 
those |K*titions? 

Ml NI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bahary 

Mullick): {m and (h) Yes 

(r) Does not arise. 

Mr. Syed JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to tell ih the lesiilt of the implin ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: On inquiry the 
allegations were found to lie not true. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister l*v 
pleased to tell us who made the inquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK • It was con- 
ducted by the Circle Officer under the direction of the Collector. 


Bitting up of the Bidyadhari and certain other rivers In the 24-Parganae. 

•5. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister i» charge rff the Communications and Works Department been 
drawn to the silting up of the Tolly’s Nala, the Bidyadhari river end 
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the Peali river in the district of the 24-Parganas which has caused total 
failure of crops in the area bounded on the north by the Tolly’s Nala 
east by the Bidyadhari river, south by the Peali river. and west by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway due to stagnation of storm water? 

(/>) If so, will he be pleased to state what steps have been taken for 
the re-excavation of the said rivers? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischanifra Nandy, of Coseim. 
bazar): (a) 1 am aware of the condition of lolly’s Nala and the Bidya- 
dhari and Peali rivers. I am informed that there has been partial 
failure of crops in the area mentioned and that it is partly due to the 
unusually heavy rains during the last monsoon and p.oitlv to the silt- 
ing up of the rivers. 

(//) Attempts were made in the past to improxe the river Bidyadhari 
by dredging without success. A scheme was also prepared for the 
revival of the river but on examination this was found impracticable 
I have received an estimate for the improvement of Tolly’- \ala and am 
now considering the question of financing the project.' A scheme for 
the improvement of the Peali river is now under preparation. 


Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the llnn'hlo Minister he 

what is the amount of sfimate iuvoNed in the 

the Tolly's Nala. etc.:- 


pleased to state 
improvement of 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA 

I think it is well over a lakh of rupees. 


NANDY, of Cossimbazars 


8iltmg up of the Bidyadhari and oertain other rivers in the 
24-Parganas. 

*6. Babtl NACENDRA HATH SEN: <„> Is the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Depart- 
ment aware that the silting up of the Tolly's Nala, the Bidyadhari river 
and the Peah river in the district of the LM-Parganas has' caused total 
failure of crops in the area Wunded on the north by the Tolly’s Nala, 
east by the Bidyadhari river, south by (he Peali river ami ,ve-t by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway due to stagnation of storm water? 

(h) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will he be fleased to 
state what steps, if any, have Wen taken for the re-excavation of the 
said rivers? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANOY, of Cossinftazar: 

(a) and (b) The attention of the hon’ble member it inviteti to the reply 
which I have just given to Mr. P. Banerjee’s identical question above. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Mr, Griffin, Chief Engineer of the Public Health Department, 
made out a scheme for the excavation of \he Bidvadhari river ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, ef Cossimbazart 

I think I have mentioned that in my reply (M. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: It i> said that the scheme was 
found to be impracticable. But it has lieen made practicable by 
Mr. Orjffin, the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department . 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Yes, the scheme wa* prepared b\ Mr. Gritlin, but it was found to be 
impracticable by the experts in the Irrigation Department. 


Silting up of the Atharabanka in Khulna. 

*7. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: w/> U the Hon’hle Minister 
m charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that the Atharabanka river in the Khulna district is fast silt- 
• ing up; 

(/'#) that in consequence thereof the Khulna-Barisal Mail and Ex- 
press steamers are unable to use this route during the greater 
part of the \ear; and 

(m) that in consequence they are obliged to take a more circuitous 
route no Tona which takes a much longer time}' 

(b) Will the Ifon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

( i ) what is the direct distance lietween Sachiadaha steamer station 
and the nearest point of the Madhumati river; and 

(li) what is the distance between these two points via the Athara- 
banka river and the Madhumati river P 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(f) that the confluence of the Atharabanka river and the Madhu- 
mati river is gradually receding* eastwards ; and 

(u) that the said confluence is now an acute angle retarding the 
influx of the Madhumati water into the Atharabanka riverP 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the lion' ble 
Minister be pleased %o state what steps, if any, the Government intend 
to take in this -matter? 
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(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the silting up of the Athara- 

banka river will affect the irrigation, navigation, health and commerce 

o 

of the country f 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, he proposes to take to join the Atharabanka and the Madhuraati 
rivers by the shortest route? ‘ 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazars 

(a) (?) The river showed signs of silting up, but recently some improve- 
ment has been noticed. 

i 

in) Yes, during the dry season. 

(in) and ( e ) Yes. 

(b) (?) About 2J miles. 

(//) About 3J miles. 

(r) (?) No. I understand that the Atharabanka now takes off from 
the other river at (Unipail which is slightly to the west of north of the 
old taking off point at Asthail. 

(it) My informal inn is that the angle of take-off is less acute than 
it was at Asthail. 

(d) Does not nrise. 

(/) The narrow neck of land which formerly existed at Ckapail 
between the two rivers has recently been intersected by a natural cut, 
and so no action appears to lie called for at present. 

Ministerial tour in the Tippera district. 

*8. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: Will the ITon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state — 

(a) tin* names ot the llon’ble Ministers who visited the different 

places of the Tippera district from April, 1937, up to Octo- 
l>er, 1939; 

(b) the amount of allowances which have lieen drawn or are likely 

to be drawn by each of them; and 

(c) the purpose of their visit? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): 1 regret that I am not prepared to 
undertake the lalxnir involved in the collection of the information 
required to answer this question. 

Mr. 8yed JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : On a point of order, Sir. 
The question has been admitted by you. The H*on ? ble ifinister say§ 
that he is not prepared to give the answer. May I know from you, Sir, 
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whether we are not entitled to know the details and whether this kind 
of reply does not interfere with the ordinary rights and privileges of 
the members of thi.s HAise? You will see, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca has given detailed information. We are 
entitled to lia\e this information, and it is op to you. Sir, to see when 
you have admitted this question, and when the question is absolutely 
in order, that the ITon’hle Minister gives a reply to this question. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I support the point of 
order by drawing attention to tin' question that the different places 
visited •by the Hon'ble Ministers in the TipjKTa district could not be 

many P 

Mr. SPEAKER: it it is a question of privilege, it may be brought 
before the 1 'mv liege*, (\>mmiUee So tar as tins answer is concerned, 
1 < annot help it . 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Tlc*n 1 will pul a supplementary 
question. Will the Hon’ble Minisic’ be pleased to atujuaint the House 
what is the labour that is involved in giving this inhumation which 
he is afraid to undertake!*’ 

The* Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: In view of the last por- 
tion of the question, 1 don’t piojnise to teplv. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will Mr Gupta please rejieat his question P 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mv quest ion was this: I wanted 
to know from the Jlon'ble Minister what i- the exact amount of labour 
which lie is afraid to undertake in answciing this question P 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I don’t know' wherefrom 
my honouiaidc friend has got the wands “I am afraid” Y 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: In the answer the Hon’ble 

Minister says, “I am not prepared to undertake tin* labour ” On 

that I am asking for further information. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Unless my friends on the 
other side alter this question so as to make if a little more decent, I am 
not prepared to answer the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid — 1 am also using the same words “I 
am afraid” — the expression has not l>een used in the sense in which 
the Hon’ble*Mimst<# has been thinking but in the general sense an is 
commonly understood in the English language. When Mr. Gupta used 
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that expression he never wanted to convey that the Hon’fole Minister 
was mortally or in any way afraid. It is no use taking it in the sense 
in which it has not been meant. 

The Hon ’hie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in the sense in which 
you have been good enough to interpret the words, I have no objection 
to answering the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are bound to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKHA 8EKHAR SANYAL: You are drawing your 
salary to answer the question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Air Sarnal, you are leally going out of your 
bounds. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 will not retaliate on 
this occasion. If the honourable me in tiers or an\ honourable member 
has got any grievance with regard to the visit of any Minister I would 
exjiect that that should be brought up at the earliest opportunity so 
that the information that I might be able to mipaH might be imparted 
without any great trouble. Now eleven m twelve Hon’ble Ministers 
might have visited the district from time to tune and several places in 
that district from time to time within the jxTiod from April, UW7, to 
October, 1M31), and in most of these eases, in all probability, they had 
not taken the direct route, s.i\. from ('ahutta or from headquarters to 
Tippera, but they might have gone to various ntliei districts and from 
there proceeded to Tippera. It is im|M>ssihle under these circum- 
stances without involving considerable amount of labour and expendi- 
ture* to get together all the various travelling allowance bills which 
were drawn by the llon'ble Ministers from 1 f >.*37 to 1!KW, classify fhem 
and separate them to arrive at those exjMMises allot t able to Tippera. In 
my opinion it will involve a considerable amount of labour and, there- 
fore, 1 am not prepared to undertake it. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What about (a) and (c) P— the 

names of the Tlon’ble Ministers who visited the different places of the 
Tippera district from April, 1 U'A ~ , to October, 1030, and the purpose of 
their visit? Is there any difficulty in going this information? 

The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We shall have to collect 

all the travelling allowance bills of all the Hon’ble Ministers — that at 
present is the only information at mir disposal: otherwise, it is not 
possible for us to trace the movements of all the Hbn’ble jiinisters over 
a period of nearh d years, from 1937 to 1 939 — in order to find out who 
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were the Hon hie Ministers who went to Tippera and on which parti- 
cular dates. I know tl^at it is not impossible to find out, and l have 
not suggested at any time that it is impossible to find out. Only the 
labour involved is not, in my opinion, commensurate with the value of 
the information for which Government Departments are asked to 
undertake that labour. - 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Dou ble Minister 

kindly keep the financial embarrassment usidt and let us have a direct 
answer regarding {tn and t<*>? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, at such a distance of 
time, it is impossible to find out with regard to each llon'lde Minis- 
ter a> to why he, tor instance, visited Tipjiera in April or May or in 
June, 1937. The information that one will have to gather for this is 
not possible to be properly collected. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'lde Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any record kept in tin* Local Distrirt Magistrate’s 
office of the dates and of the tour programmes of Ministers who visit 
the district Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER : J’h is question is concerned with the purpose and 
not with the dates. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It the tour programme is there, it 
will contain the date of the visit. So m\ question is if any record is 
kept in the office of the District Magistrate of the dates and of the 
tour programmes of the \isits of Hon’ble Ministers to the districts. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, may 1 joint out one 
Difficulty r' lheie is one Minister u ho ha* been always on tour. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARD Y: 1 am not in a jxnjition to 
sa\ whether the District Magistrate* preserves the tour programme's 
and, if so, for how long he does so. SeeondU. all Ministers do not 
issue their tour programmes before they ffo out. There have been 
certain cases in which tour programmes were not issued. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the llon'lde Minuter be 
pleased to state whether the information which bus Iteen sought has 
to be collar fed by tCie department concerned or bv the Minister him- 
self f 
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The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not know by whom 

the information has to be collected. Hut the question has been 
addressed to the Finance Department. So, I think, it will be collected 
by the Finance Department and the Finance Department will in all 
probability address all the departments concerned and probably the 
department of the Accountant-General. * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which department of Government will give him the 
names of the Ministers who visited the district between the periods 
mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : All the departments 
concerned will have to be consulted. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Did the Hon’ble Minister 
consult all the departments ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, sou haw> said that when the 
Ilon’ble Minister replies in this manner, \ou have no hand in it and 
it might be a question of privilege. Sii, I submit that it is entirely 
within t \our jurisdiction to say whether an answer has been properh 
made or not. It is not a matter of privilege at all. 1 submit that 
there have been instances both in the Indian Legislature as well as in 
the Parliament 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sauyul, this matter mu\ be brought as a sub- 
stantive motion. 1 think \ou had letter make out a case and then 
bring it before the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Here is a case. If you decide that 
it is a matter of privilege, then we will 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut you have to gi\e notice of it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It i * entirely within your rights and 
it is the House-- — 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, I have not many rights which you 
think I have. I think, there have been several instances in which 
some members thought that I had a right and others thought that I 
had not. A,s I said, the best way I can suggest is that if you Think 
that a proper answering of a question is a matter of privilege, then you 
had better frame a motion to that effect and then 7 will certainly refer 
it to the Committee of Privileges. 
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Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not say that it is a matter of 
privilege. But you say that it is a matter in which you Cannot give 
your ruling and it is a matter of privileges of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If I remember aright, Mr .lululuddin Hashemy 
said that it is a matter of privilege. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. may I submit thfct 
hundreds of questions are asked of Ministers and we huve never 
wantonly tried to avoid a single (juestion which could be answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You do not answer the question 
because it is uncomfortable 

(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanval also rose to sj>#&k.) 

$ 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I am sorry, l)r. Sanya] and Mr. Sanval, you are 
making it impossible for me to carry oti the proceedings. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 

(Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Bose, let Mr. Suhruwardy finish. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no question 

which we consider uncomfortable liecuuse we can always answer ques- 
tions to meet the readiest wits of the Opposite Party. 


Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL : I submit, Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you should riot interrupt as your 
Leader is going to speak now. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, ma\ 1 submit that it is within 
your power to give your decision whether the answer which we find 
on the paper is a proper answer to the question? Whether after that 
the matter will go before the Committee of Privileges is for the House 
to decide. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: If you want to know whether I have got that 
power, I hope I will get the assistance of all the whips of the parties 
and the ladders to Apiip me with materials which can be the basis for 
deciding the question. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E; May I put one supplementary 
question P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, I have closed it. 


Transfer and posting of second officer, Narayanganj. 

‘9. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Appointment) Department be pleased state 
whether it is a fact — 

j ' t , 

(i) that the Subdivisioual Officer of Narayanganj, the third officer 

and Also the fourth officer were allowed leave at a time 
after the Pu$a holidays; 

■ 4 

( ii ) that the second officer alone had to do all works of all the courts 

up to the 1 5th day of November; 

(Ui4 that even now no permanent fourth court is stationed at 
Narayanganj ; 

(tv) that there are about 100 pending cases in the fourth court; and 
( v ) that litigants are having de novo trials in many cases twice? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in 4hef affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state— 

( i ) when the second officer under order of transfer left the station; 
and 

(ti) whether any officer has been posted in his place? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HoiTble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) (/) No. The Subdivisional Officer was 
allowed to go on k»a\e from the .‘With Octohei, 1939, to 17th November, 
1939, and the third officer from the 30th October. 1939, to 14th Novem- 
ber, 1939. r lhe fourth officer was comindled to leave the station without 
notice during the Pit jn holidays for an nfteration. 

(it) No. 

(n't) There is at present no fourth officer. 

(ir) and (r) 1 have no information of the number of pending cases 
or of the extent to which litigants have insisted on de novo trial. I 
am informed that honorary magistrates are putting in ext*a siftings 
and that congestion of work, if nnv, will soon be removed. 

(b) (i) 23rd November, 1939. * c . 

(ii) Yes, after the return of the Subdivisional Officer. 
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Recruitment of District Inspectors of Schools. 

•10. Mr. MONMO^AN DAS; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Depaitment l>e pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the District Inspectors of Schools are now being recruited 
from the outsiders (Teaching Branch) in disregard of the oiaims of 
the senior and experienced and qualified Su Mi visional Inspectors of 
Schools ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of vacancies which occurred during the last 3 

years ; 

(it) the number filled up by the — 

(1) Junior Teachers of Toileges, afcd 

(2) Head Masters of High Schools; and 

(ni) how many of them are fiom the — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muhammadans? 

(c) If the numbei of recruitments from the Hindus is smaller, will 
the Tlon’ble Ministei be pleaded to stute whether he is considering the 
desiinhility of filling up the future vacancies by the experienced and 
old District Inspectors of Schools and by new lecruits from the Hindu 
Officers ? 

{(I ) Will the Hon’hle Minister Ik* pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of District Insjiectors of Schools in Bengal ; 

and 

(n) how many of them are — 

(1) Muhammadans, 

(2) Taste Hindus, und 

(3) Scheduled Tastes? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) It is riot n fact tyut officers of the 
Teaching Branch (Head Masters, Assistant Head Masters, Professors 
and Lecturers) socially recommended by controlling officers are con- 
sidered for District Insjiectorshi]^ along with Subdivisional and Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools. 

(b) (if Twelve. 

(n) Tw% . 4 

(1) Two Head Masters. 

3 
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(2) One Assistant Head Master. 

(Hi) (1) One. 

(2) Four. 

(c) This is not necessary in view of the Government communique 
on communal ratios in the public services. 

(d) (i) Twenty-seven. 

(ii) (1) Seventeen. 

(2) Ten. 

(3) Nil. 

Mr. MON MOHAN DA8: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
stale whether it is a tact that cases of some experienced and senior 
Hindu Subdivisional lnsjiectors of Schools have been ignored, whereas 
recruitment has l>een made from the Teaching Branch who belong to 
the Muslim community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 June no information, 
but I will look into the matter. 

Curtailment of privileges enjoyed by Division II prisoners by Inspector- 
General of Prisons. 

•11. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: («) Is the Rouble Minister in churi-e 
of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(/) th^t many privileges allowed to the prisoners in Division II 
were taken nwav by the litspeqioi -General of Prisons, 
Bengal, before the Government of India Act, 1930, came into 
force in the provinces; 

(ii) that one of the said privileges was the Mipph of safety razors 
which the prisoners in Division II could use at their own 
expense; and 

{m) that in other provinces the prisoners in Division II are allowed 
to use their own razor? 

{!,) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of allowing the prisoners in Divi- 
sion II the use of their own razor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No. 

{ii) No such privilege has ever been allowed in accordance with 
the Bengal Jail Code. 

(iii) I have no information. 

(h) Do ee not arise. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pkSsed to state whether such a privilege was ever granted — the privilege 
of ttsiug their own raxdhs— to Division 11 prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. what happened 
was that prisoners were# allowed in the Andamans to buy their own 
safely labors under rules not ruirent in Bengal in the framing of which 
the Bengal Government had had no concern. On repatriation to 
Bengal the terrorist Andaman prisoners in the Aliporo .fail were for a 
short period jiennitted to use their own safety razors until satisfactory 
arrangements could 1 h* made for barber services for them. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the objections to allowing safety razors for the 
prisoners ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, I do not think it 
is advisable to allow- prisoners to hn\e anything in the nature of a 
sharp weapon in a jail. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whet hei there lias been any incident which he is afraid would 
take place? 

The Mon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There max lint have been 
any incident in which a safety razor has been used, but incidents have* 
take i pla<e wheie safety ruzoj-. might ha\e been Used. 


Local and District Board nominations made during 1937-1839. 

M2. Babu 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN; Will the Hon hie 

Ministei m chaige ot the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

i//) the number and names ot Local and District Boards, in Hie 
Province, to which nominations have been made during the 
years 1937-39; 

(b) the names and ijualifit ations of js*rsons, who have been 

nominated to eat h such Board; # 

(c) the number of members of each Ixual and District Board; 
/</) proportion of representation of different communities in each 

such Local and District Board; 

. (iJ*prior t# nomination, and 
(it) consequent upon nomination; 
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^e) the names of communities, which have received weightage in 
each such Local and District Board as a result of nomina- 
tion; and 

(j) whether such weight age was .given in each case on the 
population basis of each community? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

l a ) to (e) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) to (e) of starred question 

No. 12. 

(a) District Boards. 12, viz., (1) Bankura, (2) 24-Parganas, 
43) Nadia, (4) Murshidabad, (5) Mymensingh, (6) Dinajpur, (7) Jal- 
paiguri, (8) Pabna, (9) Bogra, (10) Bakarganj, (11) Jessore and 
412) Darjeeling. 

Locu. Bovhds. 10, viz., (1) 24-Parganas (Sadar), (2) Diamond 
Barbour, (3) Basirhat, (41 Barrack|K)ie, (5) Barusat, (0) Yishnupur 
(Bankuia), (7) Boalia, (8) Nator, (9) Naogaon, 00) Dinajpur (Sadar), 
(11) Thakurgaon, (12) Balurghat, (13) Jalpaiguri (Sadar), (14) Pabna 
(Sadar), (15) Serajganj and (10) Bogra. 

( h ) (1) District Boards. — 


Bunkum Ihstnct Board (1th March , 1939). 

The Subdi visional Oflicei, Sadar. 

The Subdh isional Officer, Yishnupur. 

Balm Dhiiondra Kumar Mukharjee, Zemindar. 

Balm Jatish Chandra Mamlal, vi.a., Professor, C. M. S. College, 
Calcutta. 

Dr. S\ed Muhamimul Siddiijue, M.I..A., n.sc., m.b. 

Balm Shyama Chaian Hnnsda, Teacher, Primary School. 

Bubu Nirmal Prosad Banerjee, Zemindar. 

Balm Dhanesh Bijoy Sahana, n.i,., Pleader. 

24-Paryanas District Board (19th December, 1938). 

Suhdivisional Officer, Basirhat. 

Sul divisional Officer, Diamond ITarbour. 

Maulvi Abdul Latif Ghazi. 

Babu Rash Behari Mondol. 
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Babu Sasadhar Hazra. 

Babu Bhaba Sind#u Lasker. 

Haulvi Khair-ul-Anam Khan, Editor, Acad. 

Babu Debendra Nath Das. 

Khan Bahadur A. 1*. A Mur Buhmun, m.i.a., Landholder. 

Rai Sahib Harendra Kristo Deb Sarkai, Honorary Magistrates 
Landholder. 

.Xadia District Hoard ('doth March , 1937). 

The SuMix Monal Office! , Kushtia {ej-officio). 

The SuMix Monal Officer, Meherpur (cjr-offino). 
r J he SubdivMonal Officer, rhuudungn (c.r-ojfiao). 

The Subdivihioual Oftieer, Ruuughat (c.r-ojficio). 

Maulvi Kazlur Kahinau. 

Rai Nugendru Nath Mukheiji Bahadui . 

Maulvi Shamsuzzoha. 

Maulvi Llfat Hussain Joarder. 

Mr. r Blomfield. 

Babu Lakshini Naiaxan Biswas. 

M \u < hi da had Jhstmt Hoard { Wth March, 1937). 

The Subdix Monal Office! , Kandi. 

The Subdi visional Officer, Jungi pur. 

Kumai Bujendru Naiaxan Sinha, u.x. 

Maulvi (volant Mali boob. 

Sahibzada Kaxvan dab Sxed Kazein Ali Mirza. 

Khan Bahadur Maulxi Kkramul Hinj, n.r.. 

Mr. A. Somerville. 

Mr. Dhirendra Naiaxan Boy. 

Haji Mouiruddin Ahmad. 

M ymenunyh District Board ( 14th May, 1937). 

CiviLSurgeon, Myinensingh. 

Subdivisional Officer, Netrakona. 

® £ 

SubdiVisional Officer, Kishoreganj. 

Subdivisional Officer, Jamalpur. 
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Suhdivisional Officer, Tangail. 

Khan Bahadur Saved Muazamuddin Hdssain, m.l.c. 

Maulvi Mirza Abdul Hafiz, m.l.a. 

Maulvi Abul Husain Ahmad, m.l.a. 

Maulvi Fazlar Hahaman, m.l.a. 

Babu Amrita Lai Marnlal, ill., m.l.a. 

Balm Ambica Charan Das, ill., Pleader. 

Dinajpur J>i strict Board (3rd July , 1939). 

Khan Bahadur Mahtabuddin Ahmed, m.l.a., Government 
Pensioner. 

Maulvi Mofizuddin Chowdhury, m.l.a., Zemindar. 

Maulvi llafizuddin Chowdhury, m.l.\., Jotedar. 

Maulvi Kader Bux, m.l.c., Additional Public Prosecutor and 
Jotedar. 

Rai Sahib Jugudiswar Saha (of Balurghat), Merchant and 
Jotedar. 

Babu A tul Chandra Roy, Pleader. 

Babu Harendranath Roy, Meml>er, Union Board. 

Suhdivisional Officer, Balurghat. 

Suhdivisional Officer, Thakurgaon. 

Jalpaujuri Di strict Board { 10th December , 1937). 

Mr. Tl N. O’Connor, representative of Dooar’s Planters’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. ( ieo. Macintosh, representative of Dooar’s Planters’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. G T. Irwin, representative of Dooar’s Planters’ Association. 
Rai Jov Govinda Guha Bahadur, representative of the Indian 
Tea Planters’ Association. 

Sul>divisional Officer, Sadar. 

Suhdivisional Officer, Alipur Duars. 

Babu Madhusudan Roy. 

Manager, Bengal-Duars Railways. 

Babu Nalini Ranjan Ghosh, representative of the Baikunthapor 
Estate. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman. 

Rai Bipulendra Nath Banerjee Bahadur. 

Khan Bahadur Golam Kibria. 
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Pabna District Board (6th September, 193S). 
Subdivisional Oftfcer, Serajgnnj. 

Subdi visional Officer, Pabna. 

Mr. Barat Ali, m^.a. 

Mr. Abdullah-al-Mahmood, m.a., b.l., m.l.a. 

Rai Bahadur Pranesh Chandra Son, ill., Pleader. 

Mr. Osman (jfhani, Muktoar, Serujganj. 

J^Iaulvi Noruddin Rukni, Teacher, Senior Madrussa, Serajgauj. 

Mr. Madhusudhan Sarkar, b.l., m.l.a. 

Boy to District Board {20th December , 1937). 

Maulvi Md. Ishaque, b.i.., m.l.a., Lawyer. 

Dr. Mofusuddin Ahmad, m.b., m.l.a., Medical practitioner. 
Maulvi Itajibuddin Tarafdar, m.l.a. 

Maulvi Nabiruddin Talukdar, Advocate. 

The Subdivisional Officer, Bogra. 

Babu Ilimungsu Kumar Uu> , m.a., b.i.., Lawyer. 

Bakaryanj District Board (2/th April, 1937). 

The Subdivisional Officer, Sadar (ex-officio). 

The SuIxliviMnnal Officer, Pirojpur ( ex-officto ). 

The Subdivisional Officer, Patuakhali (ex-officio). 

The SuUli visional Officer, Bhola (c r-offino). 

Mr. (i. It. Hollingbeiy, Joint Agent, Steamer Company, Barisal. 
Babu Devi Thai an Roy Ohoudhury, Zemindar and Pleader. 

Rai Bahadur Surendia Nath Datta, a retired member of the 
Assam Provincial Service. 

Babu Jogendra Nath Mandal, m.l.a., Pleader. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ilashem Ali Khun, m.l.a. 

Maulvi Sadaruddin Ahmed, m.l.a., Pleader 

• 

Jessore District Board (30th Xovembrr, 1927). 

Subdivisional Officer, Bongaon. 

Subdivisional Officer, Narail. 

Subdivisional JTfficer, Jhenida. 

Subdivisional Officer, Magura. 

Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Gafur Biswas of Pashapole. 
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Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Awal, Muhammadan Marriage 
Hegistrar, Magura. c 

Babu Bhudhar Chandra Pande. 

Babu Basanta Kumar Gupta, Pleader, Magura. 

Maulvi Abdul Haque, President, Baoison Union Board. 

Maulvi Toazuddin Ahmed, b.l., Pleader. 

Darjeeling District Board ( 10th February , 1037). 

Civil Surgeon, Darjeeling. 

The Executive Engineer, Darjeeling Division 
The Subdivisional Officer, Darjeeling. 

The Sul>di visional Officer, Siliguri. 

The Subdivisional Officer, Kalimpoug. 

Itev. II. V. Duncan. 

Mr. H. W. Cox. 

Babu llama Slmnkar Prosad. 

Mr. Dunlwir Singh Gurung. 

M. Md. Ismail Huq Choudhury. 

Deputy Commissioner, Darjeeling {e.r-oJfiao) y Chairman 
{ b ) (2) Local Boards.— 

24-Par y anus Sadur Local Board (22nd March , 1037). 

Babu Narendra Chandra Chakra varty. 

The Itev. J. N. Sircar, ila. 

Babu Itatneswur Chatarji, ill., President, Langalbaria Union 
Board. 

Babu Sashadhar llazra, Vice-President, Mondi Union Board, 
Landholder. 

Babu Manindra Nath Dutt, m.a., ill. 

Munshi Hafizuddin Sardar, Landholder. 

Basirhat Local Board. 

Munshi Asiruddin Sardar, Landholder. 

Maulvi Mohammed Khairul Anam Khan, Editor, Azad . 

Maulvi Majibai Ttahman Sikari, Landholder. 

Babu Deb Narayan Haidar. 
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Baraset Local Board. 

Rai Sahib Sureiulra Nath Ghosh (since deadL 
Maulvi Yakul Ali Khan, Medical practitioner. 

Syed Nazra Moslem, Landholder, Honorary Magistrate. 


Diamond Harbour Local Board 

• 

The Colonisation Officer, Diamond Harbour. 

Maulvi Ecrarnat Ali Naskar. 

Balm Peari Mohan Haidar, President, Jndahpur Union. 

Babu Dhirendra Kumar Bui man. 

Bahu Durga Mohan Patitandi, takes active interest in public 
work. 


Bar rackpore Local Board . 

Khan Bahadur Syed Mosfequous Sale been, M.n.E., Honorary 
Magistrate. 

Bahu Sarat Chandra Sur, Memlter, Bandipur Cnion Board. 

Babu Satish Chandra Singh Roy. 

Vishnupur Local Board , Bankura ylStb December , 

The Circle Officer, Vishnupur (e.r-officio). 

Babu Sarat Kumar Bose (village and post-office Indas), Presi- 
dent, Indas Union Board. 

Babu Kshetra Mohan Singh Thukur (village and post-office 
Kuchiakole), Zemindar. 

Maulvi Didar Buksh Hajari (village Pinrbera, post-office Palas- 
danga), Landholder. 

Boalia Local Board ( 14th Auyu.it, J93U). 

Maulvi Saber Ali Mandal, Jotedar. 

Maulti Haji Afvdul Khaleque, Jotedar. 

Maulvi Mofizuddin Ahmed, Jotedar. 
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Maulvi Khondkar Abdur Rahman, Jotedar. 

Maulvi Haji Jan Mohammad, Jotedar. ( 

Maulvi Muhammad Akbar Ali (village Maiugram, police-station 
Bagmara). 

u 

Nat or Local Board. 

The Circle Officer, Nator North Circle (ex-officio). 

Maulvi Rezaunnabi, b.a., b.l. 

Maulvi Kazi Abdul Masood, Muktear. 

Maulvi Nawazeshuddin Chowdhury, Zemindar. 

Babu Radha Oobinda Mazumdar, Merchant. 

Naotjdon Local Board. 

Maulvi Muniruddin Akhand, n.i.., m f..A., Pleader. 

Maulvi Mirajuddin Ahmad, n.i.., Pleader. 

Maulvi Maizuddin Ahmad, h.a. y Teacher. 

Maulvi Ashraful Islam, n.L., Pleader. 

Maulvi Muhammad Haidar Ali, Jotedar. 

Dinajpur Sadar Local Board (20th December, 1937). 

Maulvi Muhammad Jamil, Jotedar. 

Maulvi Aftabuddin Choudhury, Jotedar. 

Maulvi Gholam Ilamidur Rahman, Pleader. 

Babu Nalini Mohan Sin ha , Rev. Secretary, Dinajpur Raj 
Bubu A till Chandra Roy, pleader. 

Babu Harendra Nath Roy, Member, Union Board. 

Thakurgaon Local Board. 

Maulvi Hasan Ali, Pleader. 

Maulvi Saifiuddin Ahmed, Muktear. 

Baku Taranath Roy, Medical practitioner. 

Babu Jagamohan Sinha, Jotedar. 

Babu Munsa Ram Barman, Muktear. 
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Balurghat Local Board . 

Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf, Pleader. 

Maulvi Mohiuddin Ahmed. Jotedar. 

Babu Haladar Maudal, Jotedar. 

Babu Matilal Sarkar, Jotedar. 

m Sadar Local Board , Jalpaigun (Sth If arch, 

Circle Officer, Sadar Circle, Jalpaiguri (ex-officio). 

Babu Pri\auatk Goswami, ex-President of Patgram Union Board, 
Jotedar. 

Babu Nilmani Das, President of Tetulia Union Board, Merchant 
and Jotedar. 

Maulvi Jaharatullah Ahmed. 

Mir Ilossain Aly, Jotedar under Go\ eminent estate. 

Pabrui Sadar Local Board (Nth Junr, 1937). 

Cinle Officer, Bera (ex-officio) . 

Maulvi Sirajuddin Ahmad, President of the Union Board, Union 
Bench and Court at Sadullapur. 

Maulvi Noazesh Ali Mian, President of the Union Board, Union 
Bench and Court at Manikhat. 

Maulvi Md. Mayezuddin Sarkar (since dead). 

Babu Umesh Chandra Haidar, m.i., h.t., a retired member of 
the Bengal Educational Service. 

Babu Panchanou Saha, President, Dogaclii Union Board. 

S i ra j (fa n j Loco l Boa rd . 

C ircle Officer, Shahazadpur ( ex-officio ). 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Mizunur Rah mail, Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrar, retired Honorary Magistrate. 

Khan Sahib Sved Akbar Ali, n.i.., Pleader. 

Maulvi Khaliluddin Talukdar. 

Maillvi Ibrahfm Husain, President of the Nalka Union Board. 
Babu Radha Raman Biswas, b.a. 
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East Bogra Local Board (25 th March , 1937). 

c 

Maulvi Kabezuddin Ahmed, b.l., Lawyer. 

Maulvi Jahiniddin Tarafdar, Jotedar. 

Babu Tarak Nath Hoy Chowdhuri, Zemindar. 

The Circle Officer, Eastern Circle. 

West Bogra Local Board. 

The Circle Officer, Central Circle. 

Mr. Habibur Rahman, b.i.., Zemindar and Pleader. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammad Hamid Ali, b.l., Lawyer. 
Mr. Serajul Huq, Zemindar and Honorary Magistrate. 
Babu Woo]>endra Nath Roy, b.l., Pleader. 

Number of members — 

(c) Name of District Board. r~ K 




Elected. 

Nominated. 

Total. 

Bankura 


16 

8 

24 

24-Parganas . . 


20 

10 

30 

Nadia 


20 

10 

30 

M urn hid a bad . . 


18 

9 

27 

Darjeeling 


10 

10 

20 

Mymensingh . . 


22 

11 

33 

Dinajpur 


18 

9 

27 

Jalpaiguri 


12 

12 

24 

Bogra 


12 

6 

18 

Pabna 


16 

8 

24 

Bakarganj 


20 

1 10 ‘ 

30 

Jeeaore 

.. 

20 

10 

30 
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Number of members — 

Name of Local Board. , \ 

. Elected. Nominated. Total. 


Vishnupur (Bankura) 



8 


4 

12 

24-Parganas, Sadar 



14 


6 

20 

Basirhat 


• 


S 


4 

12 

Diamond Harbour 



11 


r> 

10 

Barasat 




7 


3 

10 

Barrack pore 




. 4 


3 

10 

Boilia (Rajshahi) 



12 


t> 

18 

Nator 




10 


r> 

15 

Naogaon 




10 


5 

15 

Dinajpur, Sadar 



12 


0 

18 

Thakurgaon 




10 


r> 

15 

Balurghat 




8 


4 

12 

Jalpaiguri, Sadar 



10 


r> 

15 

Pabna, Sadar 




12 


r> 

IS 

Sirajganj 




12 


« 

18 

East Bogra 




8 


4 

12 

West Bogra 




10 


5 

15 

(d) and (?). 









Proportion of representative of different cominuni- 
ties. 

Com- 
munity 
which hail 

IVCOI vo* i 

weigh tago 
as a 

result of 

Names of local 
bodies. 

Prior to nominations (i.o. 
among elected seutn). 

Consequent upon nomin- 
ation (i.c. among total 
seats). 









No. of 
elect'd 

MCttt.S, 

Porren- 
tage of 
Hindus. 

Percen- 
tage of 
Muslims. 

Total 

scats. 

1 Wii - 
tag** of 
Hindus. 

IWn - 
tage of 
Muslims. 

nomina- 

tion. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

H 

District Boards. 








Bankura 

10 

81 

1 2 *5 

24 

75 

12 

Nil. 

24-Parganas 

20 

55 

45 

•0 

53 

40 

Hindus. 

Nadia 

20 

00 

40 

30 

46-6 

36 *0 

Muslims. 

Hurahidabad 

18 

66 

33 

27 

53 

37 

Do. 

Mymenaingh 

22 

27 

73 

33 

24 

00*8 

Nil. 

Dinajpur • # . . 

•18 

28 

72 

27 

29 *6 

03 

Hindus. 
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Namos of local 
bodies. 

Proportion of representative of different communi- 
ties. 

Com* 
munity 
which has 
received 
weigh tage 
as a 

result of 
nomina* 
tion. 

8 

Prior to nominations (i.e., 
among elected seats). 

Consequent upon nomin- 
ation (i.e., among total 
seats). 


No. of 
elected 
seats. 

2 

Percen • 
tage of 
Hindus. 

3 

Percen • 
tage of 
Muxlunb. 

4 

Total 

seats. 

5 

Percen- 
tage of 
Hindus. 

6 

Percen - 
tage of 
Muslims. 

7 

District Boards. 








Jalpaiguri 

12 

56 

12*5 

24 

54 

16-0 

Muslims. 

Bogra 

12 

33 

06 -6 

18 

27 -7 

60 -0 

Do. 

Palma 

10 

31 

08 -7 

24 

29 

02 

Nil. 

Baknrganj 

20 

25 

75 

30 

27 

57 

Hindus. 

Jossorc 

20 

40 

00 

30 

33 

53 

Nil. 

Darjeeling 

10 

70 

Nil 

20 

45 

•» 

M uslims. 

Local Boards. 








Yishnupur 

8 

87 -5 

12 5 

12 

75 

17 

Muslims. 

24-1 ’urgai iuh (Sm lar ) 

14 

57 

43 

20 

00 

35 

Hindus. 

Basil hat 

8 

87 -5 

12 -5 

12 

00 0 

33 

M uslims. 

Diamond Harbour 

11 

c:i -6 

30 •:» 

10 

00 0 

33 

Hindus. 

Burasot 

7 

57 

43 

10 

50 

50 

Musluns. 

Barrack pore 

7 

57 

43 

10 

; 00 

40 

Hindus. 

Boalia (Rajshalu) 

12 

58 3 

41 -7 

18 

39 

61 

Muslims. 

i 

Nator 

10 

30 

70 

15 

20 '6 

60 -0 

Nil. 

Rangoon 

10 

40 

60 

15 

20-0 

73 

Muslims. 

Dinajpur (Sadar) 

12 

33 

60 -0 

18 

39 

61 

Hindus. 

Thakurgaon 

10 

10 

00 

15 

47 

53 

Do. 

Balurghat 

8 | 

50 

50 

12 

50 

50 

Nil. 

Jalpaiguri (Sadar) 

10 

00 

40 

15 

53 

40 

Mualima. 

Palma (Sadar) 

12 

33 

60 6 

18 

33 

61 

Hindus. 

Sirajganj 

12 

33 

00-6 

18 

28 

66 -6 

Muslims. 

East Bogra 

8 

12-5 

87 -5 

12 

17 

75 

Hindus. 

West Bogra 

10 

30 

70 

15 

20 

1 

77 

Muslims, 
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As the Scheduled Castes figures are not available in all cases either 
rom the District Officers’ reports or from the Secretariat records and 
is the Scheduled Caste Hindus are not ordinarily regarded as separate 
jommunity, Scheduled Castes figures are included among Hindus. 


Mr. NI&HITHA NAT^H KUNDU: With reference to answer to 
\e) % will the Hou’ble Minister W pleased to state what was the basic 
)n which weightage was given in each ease? 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has answered “No”. 

• 

Mr. N1SHITHA NATH KUNDU: M\ question is what is the basis 
)n which weightage was gnen. Kiuin the table it will be seen that in 
t’ply to questions {(/) and (c> weightage has been given in column 8> 
nit not on population basis oi each oomimmit\. My question is, then 
vliat is the basis on which weightage was gi\cn in each case? 


Mr. 8PEAKER ; Nawah Bahadur, Mr. Kundu wants to know what 
was the principle in nominating candidates. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Tn which district ma\ 1 know, Sir? 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In all the districts of Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca? 

Sir. we hn\e seen that a majoiil\ is not turned into a minority. Ihat 
is the only thing we ha\e considered. Weightage has not been given. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Appointment of a Non-Agricultural Tenancy Committee. 

1. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (<n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department }>e pleased to state 
whether the Government have apjiointed a Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
Committee to enquire into the (juestion of the rights of the non-agri- 
cultural tenants within municipal areas? 

(b) If go, when was the Committee appointed and with whom? 

(c) Has .that Committee any sitting? If so, on which dates did it. 
sit P 
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(d) Has that Committee done any work up to date? If so, what 
is the nature of the work done? 

( e ) Has that Committee submitted any ^report? 

(/) If so, what is the gist of that report and what action have the 
Local Government taken thereon? 

(g) If the answer to ( e ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether there is any time-limit for that Committee 
to submit its report ? 

(//) If so, when is the Committee required to submit their report? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Committee consisting of the following personnel was 
appointed on the 2nd August, 1939: — 

(I) Member, Hoard of Revenue, Bengal, President (ex-officio). 
42) Mnulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, m.l.a. 

.(3) Mr. Md. Mohsin Ali, m*l.a. 

44) IJnji Safiruddin Ahmed, m.l.a. 

45) Maulvi Mofizuddin Ahmed, m.l.a. 

•(G) Mr. Abdul Karim, m.l.a. 

(7) Khan Sahib Abdul llamid Chowdhurv, m.l.c. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Md. Ibrahim, m.l.c. 

(9) Mr. Bnuku Behari Mondal, m.l.a. 

*(101 Babu Delmudra Nath Das, m.l.a. 

(11) Maharaja Sushi Kanta Achnrjxu Chowdhuiy of Muktagaehha, 

M.L.A. 

(12) Dr. Undhn Binode Pal, m.a., d.l. 

(13) Khan Sahib llamudiiddin Ahmed, m.l.a. 

(14) Dr. Mafizuddin Ahmed, m.l.a. 

(15) Land Acquisition Officer, 24-Parganas (ex-officio), who will 

also net as Secretary to the Committee. 

(c) Yes. The Committee had seven sittings. Till now, the date 
.of sittiugs being — 

18th August, 1938. 

20th August, 1938. 

9th March, 1939. 

17th March, 1939. 

24th March, 1939. 

1st May, 1939. 

26th August, 1939 
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(d) Apart from discussions on the dates mentioned, the Committee 
had a special record-o flights of noil-agricultural lands prepared under 
the supervision of the Director of Land Records, for places selected by 
the Committee, viz., Diamond IIurtxHir, Hingulgunj, Hilli, Rhuirab and 
part of Comilla. 

(e) and (g) No. 

(/) and (h) Do not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With refeience to answer (</), 
will tlfb llon'ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether that Committee 
has discussed the question oi gi\iug sullicient protection to non-agri- 
cultural tenants from eviction!" 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the proceed- 
ings of the Committee are confidential. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the llonblc Minister be 
pleased to state whether the intention of Uo\ eminent for bringing in a 
legislation For the purpose of giving sufficient proteetion to the non- 
agricuhural tenants has been communicated to this Committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Committee 
ha- been asked to emjuire into tin* whole problem of the rights of non- 
agricult ural tenants, and on tin* basis of the Committee’s reeommenda- 
tions, Co\ eminent will Cumulate then jwdiev. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state uhethei the majority of the members on the last 
sitting oi the Committee came to a decision according to which a rejx>rt 
was drawn up and circulated to the members? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: ! do not think the 

Committee came to any decision. 

Mr. SPEAKER; How can the Hon’ble Minister say that? Has the 
Committee presented any report? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: I ask whether it is a fact 
that the majority of the members came to a decision^ 


The Hobble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I have just 
stated, the proceedings of the Committee are confidential, and the 
Committee has* not yet made its recommendations. 

4 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the answer just now given to my 
question, Government propose to bring in a legislation after getting a 
report from the Committee? 

The Hon’Me8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, it will depend 
on what recommendations we receive. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Committee lias not been given any time by 
which to submit their report ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: It is not the usual 
practice to put a time-limit within which the Committee must submit 
its report. That will be giving it a handicap. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Uon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stub* whether Government have communicated their inten- 
tion to this Committee for bringing in a legislation in respect ol giving 
protection to non-agricult ural tenants, and for that purpose asking the 
Committee to submit their report very shortly? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, the Committee 
is ceiiainlv aware that Government are awaiting its rcjxut and that 
Government would frame their policy on leceiving the recommendations 
o! the ( 'ommittee. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, my question was as 
Government propose bringing in a legislation alter the Government 
got the recommendations of this Committee, and as there is no time- 
limit given to this Committee to submit tlieir report, whether Govern- 
ment pi opose asking this ( ommittee to submit their report very 
shortly ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: In view’ ot the fact that the 
Government has already framed a Bill to consider the matter, was it 
not the duty of the Government to ask that Committee to submit the 
report so that on that basis legislation can be done? 

< 1 

Mr. SPEAKER. I am afraid the question of duty does not arise 

here. 
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Distrvas of peasants in some parts of Basirhat subdivision, 

1 24>Parganas. 

2. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ( a ) Is the Ron’ble Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(?) that the condition of the peasants in certain parts of the Basir- 
hat subdivision, 24-Parganas, has been affected by the last 
floods ; 

(ii) fhat they approached the Subdivisional Officer, Basirhat, for 
relief; and 

(m) that more than 7(H) of them are wandering in Calcutta and 
living on the streets as beggars? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: («> d> Yes, to a 
certain extent. 

[it) Yes. 

(no Xo. 

(//) A sum of Its ’>0,0(M) was distiibutcd as agricultural loans in the 
affected area, (iiatuilous relief to the extent of ]{s. fiOO has also been 
granted in addition to amounts locally collected and distributed for 
relief. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE : Will the Hou’blo Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the Ilon’ble Minister himself per- 
sonally enquired into the matt cm, and if so, will he kindly tell us the 
result of the enquiry? 

The HOfl'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Tn which matter? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Condit ions of the peasants; because I 
find an inconsistency. In answer to question (iii) he says that tho 
peasants did not make any representation, whereas in answer (it) ho 
says that they approached the Subdivisional Officer of Basirhat, So, 
I cannot reconcile one with the other. 

Mr, SPEAKER: The difficulty is that you have assumed that not 
more than # 7#0 pea«nts are wandering in Calcutta. There are 
certainly a larger, number wandering here, but the question is whether 
they are from the particular district you mention. 
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Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I thought that it was a much larger 
number, Sir. t 

Mr. SPEAKER S I am afraid that question does not arise. 

Waiting room for workers and representatives in Workmen’s 
Compensation case. 

3. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon* hie "Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
whether auy steps have been taken by Government to improve the wait- 
ing room for workers and their representatives in the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation ease, as assured by him in the last session ? 

(It) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(<;) Has any enquiry been made regarding the allegations made? 
If not, why not? 

(d) Is the Hon ble Minister considering the desirability of finding 
a place on the ground-floor tor the Compensation Court for the con- 
venience of injured men and women and children who have to attend 
this Court? 

(c) It the answer to {d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bie 
Minister he pleased to state when it is likely to he given etfeet to? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): to {e) The 

matter is still undei the eonsiderat ion of Government, and a decision 
will be leached as soon as the necessary enquiries are finished. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'hie Mi uister l>e pleased 
to state what enquiries ha\o been made and what has been the result 
ol the enquiry? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: All necessary enquiries 
have been made. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is prepared to spend any additional amount 
for giving greater accommodation to the 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 



1940.] QUESTIONS. M 

liMKHivenienott of the people of Sonua and oertain other places in 
Chittagong in attending munsiff courts. 

• 

4. Khan Bahadur MO. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the .Judicial Department t>e pleased to state 
whether he is aware that^in the rainy months there is no means of com- 
munication for the people of — 

(0 Sonua and Jaldi to attend the munsifi at Satkania; and 
(n) Ukhia and Teknaf to attend the munsifi at (’ox’s Hazard 

(//) ^ f the answer to (<'/) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate the transfer of t he munsifi headquarters of Satkania to 
Sonua and of Cox’s Bazar to Teknaf ? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes: rom- 
munieation between tin* places mentioned is \ery difficult in the rainy 
months. 

(b) No: the proposal it gi\en effort to will merely transfer the diffi- 
culties ot coming to court from the jH*ople of Banskhali thann in which 
Sonua and Jaldi are situated to the j»eople of Satkania thana. Similarly 
transfer oi the Cox’s Bazar Munsifi to Teknaf, which is at the extreme 
southern end of Chittagong district and the Province of Bengal, which 
is not served by steamer in the rainy months, will merely saddle the 
inhabitants of five thanas with the ineon\enience at present experienced 
by those of two. 


Right of polioe to form associations. 

5. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to 
state whether there exist any executive orders barring the police to 
form associations on the lines of the trade unions for ameliorating the 
condition of their service and for redress of their grievances? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are sjierific rules 
regarding recognition by Go'erninent of associations of its employees 
including the police and the recognition is accorded to a distinct class 
of its employees for the purpose of enabling ^lem to communicate their 
needs of common interest to Government or to Government officers. 

It is against the principle of Government to allow its employees 
to ventilate their grievances for redress through the Press and the 
Legislature or to go on strike, while it is not the intention of Govern- 
ment that tieir legitimate activities affecting the interests of the 
members should be penalised. 
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Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULYs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what does he mean by “a distinct class of 

its employees for the purpose of enabling thpm ” mentioned in 

paragraph 1 of the answer ? Who are they? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN' I mean that constables 

and head constables will form one distinct class, Sub-Inspectors and 
InsjM’ctors will form one distinct class, j>erhap 0 the Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police may go with them, then you have got the Imperial 
Police as a distinct class. 

n 

Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULY: Which of these distinct 

classes has got the privilege? 


The Hon ’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Every one can have a 
union amongst themselves wit^i the permission of Government as a 
distinct class. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In paragraphs of the Hon’ble 
Minister’s answer, lie has said it is against the principle ot Government 
to allow its employees to ventilate their grievances for redress through 
the Press and the Legislature. Do I understand t lit* Hon’ble Minister 
to say that the Press and the Legislature have got the right to ventilate 
the grievances of the Government servants and to place them before 
the Legislature? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite true. As 
fur as the Police are concerned, they are not supposed to go to the 
Press for ventilating their grievances. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the point is that wdiile grievances of 
any service as u whole can be discussed, it is not desirable that every 
individual should approach members to ventilate individual or service 
grievances. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, that is what I 
mean. 

Working hours of jail warders, jamadars and European warders. 

6. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: („) Will the Hobble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(<*) whether it is a fact that the jail warders, jemadars md European 
warders do not get any day off in the week; 
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(u) whether it is a fact that the warders have to work daily 10 to 
12 hours; morning parade two hours, day duty 12 to 7 p.m. 
and night dijty two or three hours; or morning duty 5 a.m. 
to 12 noon, extra duty two hours and night duty two or 
three hours; 

(nV) whether it is a*faet that the jail warders are not allowed to 

leave their quarters even when the\ are not on duty; 

(ir) whether it is a fact that warder doing night duty at ]1 p.m. to 
1 a.m. is again to he on dut\ at o p.m. ; 

(rV whether it is a tact that there are seveial warders who have 
not been made permanent though working as temporary 
hands for more than five veins in some cases; 

(vt) whether it is a fact that for want of leave reserves, warders — 

both Indian and European — cannot get leave when necessary; 

(rn) whether the European warders lone to perform night duty 
<S p.m. to I a.m. continualh for 7 days at a stretch; 

(rm) whether it is a fact that there is ptacticalK no scope for 
promotion for the warders and jail staff; and 

(ti) whether it is a fact that no family quarters are given at all to 
warders and not to all jamadars? 


< h) If so, what steps, if any, are in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to ameliorate the condition of their service? 


The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: < a ) n) Yes, except that 
one European warder in the Alipore Jail is allowed one day off a week 
in rotation. 

(tV), (tii), (n), (nit) and (u) No. 

(tr) Warders on duty from 11 p.m. to 1 a.m. are generally given 
morning duty the following morning. 

(r) Yes. 

(tut) Yes, in rotation. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to fltute, whether it is a fact that European warders do not get even 
one calendar day off, that is, one full night and one full day. If they 
work up to k? oYloc^ one day, then on the next day at 4 o’clock they 
are put to "duty again. 



40 


QUESTIONS. 


[15th Feb., 


The Hon’bJe Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite true except 
that one European warder of the Alipore Jail allowed one day off in 
rotation. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: This Eurojjean warder gets only a 
part of the day but not one calendar day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is quite true. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer ( r ) , viz., 
whether it is a fact that there are several warders who have not been 
made permanent though woiking as temporan hands tor more than 
five years in some eases, will the llon’ble Minister lx* pleased to con- 
sider the desirability of framing some mles so that tin* warders work- 
ing there may lx* made permuticril altei two or three years? 

The Hon'We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Si i, as a matter of fact, 
this is not the usual practice. Some jx'ople were taken on a tem]x>rary 
basis (Turing an emergent \ . They did not conform to the recruitment 
rules as regards height or age, and it is onh these warders — their 
number is very few — who have not been made peimanent. I intend 
to look into this matter to see whether it is possible in some cases at 
least to make them permanent. 


Aooidents on the Chittagong-Dohazari and Chittagong-Nazirhat Chat 
sections of Assam-Bengal Railway. 

7« Dr. 8ANAULLAH : [a) Will t lit* llon’ble Miniver in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, > oar by year, for the last five \ears how many human Jives and 
domestic animals have been lost as a result of accidents on the Chitta- 
gong-Dobazari and the Chittagong-Nazirhat (that sections of the Assam- 
Bengnl Railway and in the Dhurnngkhal near Bibirhat, police-station 
Fatickehari, district Chittagong y 

(6) What precautionary and preventive steps do the Government 
propose to take to safeguard the public against such accidents? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) A statement is laid 
on the table. u 

(h) Inquiry is being made if any precautionary steps are possible. 



41 


1940.] QUESTIONS. 

Statement referred tv in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 7 . 


Number of men and animals killed in the— 


Year. 

(1) 

Chittagong-Dohazari 
and Chittagong- 
Nazirhat Ghat Sec- 
tions of the Assam* 
Bengal Railway. 

(2) 

Dhurangkhal in the 
distriet of Chitta- 
gong- 

Men. 

Animals. 

Men. 

Animals. 

1935 

t; 

-> 


2 

1936 

; 

7 

1 

3 

1937 

1 

H 


1 

1938 

4 

9 


2 

1939 (up to November) 

5 

7 

2 

2 


Imposition of education cess under Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 

Act, 1930. 

8 . Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI: <«) Will the 
Hon* Me Minister in charge ol the Education Department be pleased 
to state — 

(?) the total amount oi education (ess im ( totted under sections 29 
and 30 of the Bengal Briman Education Act, I MO, through* 
out the piovince; 
in) the shares to W Wne by— 

(1) proprietors, 

(2) tenure-holders, and 

(3) the raiyats (to be shown sepaAtely ) ; and 

(nr) the total amount of Bengal Priman Education Funds in each 
* district ( to be shown separately)? 

(6) Will.fhe Honible Minister be pleased to state how the educa- 
tion cess realised^ from the tenure-holders and raiyats will be utilised? 



QUESTIONS 


[15th Fan., 


a 


(c) Ha* the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
report of the Primary Education Committee from which it will be seen 
that only ninety-six lakhs of rupees out of th^ total education cess will 
be added to the Primary Education Fund? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state where the rest of the education cess will 
go? 

(e) Will the lion’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether under 
the proposed scheme the number of schools will be reduced? 

The HwPWe Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: (a) (i) The figures of 
demand are not available at present. 

(ii) A reference is invited to section 30 of the Act. 



Its. 

1 >acca 

... 7,42,31)9 

My men singh 

... 13,59,347 

Fa rid pur 

... 1,24,891 

Rangpur 

... 2,17,908 

Chittagong 

1,80,305 

Murshidahad 

90,182 

Jnipaiguri 

... 1,03,609 

Palma 

95,917 

Nadia 

... 1,10,098 

Birbhum 

90,089 

Noakhuli 

4,84,888 

Tippera 

9,74,329 

Birbhum 

95,302 

Din aj pur 

... 1,19,579 


As no budget has yet been submitted by the District School Board, 
Howrah, it has not been possible to supply the figures for the district. 

(b) Tin amounts will l>e handed over to the various District School 
Boards for utilisation for the purjxjses specified in the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Act. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) The Committee estimated that tlie remainder would be 
unrealised. 

(e) The number of schools will be determined after a careful sur- 
vey of local needs and the existing number may be reduced or increased 
in any district as found necessary. It is hoped that ev*ry child will 
have a school within a mile of its residence. 
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Sub-Registrar of Cox’s Bazar, Chittagong. 

Si Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to 
stale how long the present Sub-Registrar ot Cox’s Bazar in the district 
of Chittagong, is there?* 

Tho Hon’ble Mr, A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Since the *2Gth September, 
1938. 


Breaches in the embankment of the river Coomti. 

10. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works ( Irrigation ) Department 
aware — 

(i) that there has U*en a destruction of uus crops in an ami cover- 
ing over almost tho whole of police-station Buriohung and 
the two un ions ot Amratali and Panehtupi within jxdiee- 
station Kotwali in the district of Tippera due to flood caused 
by .the broaches in the embankment of tho river (loomti in 
the month of Sraran , BUG B.S.; and 

( n ) that the distress was aggravated by the cyclone that jMissed over 
the area immediately following the breaches? 

(6) If the answer to {(i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state tin* estimate of loss caused on account of the 
destruction — 

(i) of crops: and 

(it) of dwelling huts? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that some portion of the northern embankment is neither main- 
tained by the Government nor by the Tripura State; 

(ti) that some portion of the embankment is within the Tripura 
State and not within the British Tippera; and 

(i«) that those breaches in that portion of the embankment which is 
within the Tripura State or which is not maintained by the 
• Government though within the British Tippera cause 
destruction of crops of the Burichang thanas as well as of the 
tvm union* of Amratali and Panchtupi within Kotwali 
police-station ? 
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(f)) ]f the answer to (r) is in the affirmative^ will the Hon f ble Minis- 
ter bo pleased to state the number of breaches which occurred since the 
year 1921) — § 

(/) in the embankments maintained by the Government; 

(it) in the ixirtion of the embankment, wghiii the British Jippera 
but not maintained by the Government; and 

(iri) in the portion of the embankment which is within the Tripura 
State ? 

(r) Will the llon’ble Minister lie pleased to state the estimate of loss 
of crops caused by the breaches in the embankment, year by year, since 
the year 1929? 

(/) What steps, it any, have the Government taken :o avoid the 
breaches so long ? 

('/) I» the Hon’ble Minister considering; the desirability of taking 
any steps to avoid the bleaches? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(ft) As regards crops, the attention ot the honTde menil>er is invited 
to the reply which 1 gave on the lttli December, 19d9. to parts (c) and 
(d) of Mr. Maqbul Ilosain’s starred question No. (j:j. I have no 
information about the number of lints damaged. 

(r) 1 have no information about the existence or : he state of lepair 
of any embankment within Tripura State, or about t lie extent to which 
damage is caused in British India in consequence ol the rivers over- 
flowing its banks in State territory, but I will have inquiries made on 
these | h » i 1 1 1 s . There is a ]H>rtion of the northern embankment in Tijjpera 
district which is not maintained by Government or by the zemindar; 
damage in the areas mentioned by the hon’ble member is caused by 
floods coming through breat hes in this portion. 

(d) The statement laid on I he table gives such of the information 
desired by the hon’ble member as I huve available. 

(ci As 1 have recently discussed with members of the Legislature 
representing the area affected by flooding the question whether whole 
of the embankment within British India should be maintained, I trust 
that the tumble member will not press for iurthei information desired 
bv him in these parts of his question and iu the second section of part 
(h). 

[f) and (//) Attention is invited to the reply which I s gave on the 
19th December, 19*19, to Mr. Maqbul Ilosain’s starred question No. 95. 



1940.1 


QUESTIONS. 


45 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (d) and ( e ) of unstarred ques- 
tion No. 10 , showing the number of breaches which occurred in the 
portion of the Goomtt embankment maintained by Government and 
the extent of damn ye done since 1920. 


Tbate. 

Place when' 
breach occurred. 

Mileage. 

ltank. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

9th Junfi 1929 . . 

Kanthulia 

13th .. 

Left 1 

11th June, 1929 

Subamapui . . 

3rd 

Right J 

18th August, 1933 

Ratnabut i 

7th 

Right . . 

! 

23rd June, 1934 

Ditto 

7th .. 

Do. . . 

14th August, 1935 

Dumuna 

0th 

Do. . . 

10th August, 1930 

Aiaiura 

9th 

Left 

20th J uno, 1 93 7 

Kamchandrapur 

19th 

Do. . . 

24th and 28th 
Septeml>er, 193s 

Hanusua 



2nd August, 1939 

Baladkunu 


I/Oft 


Kxtent of damage caused 
by the breach. 


Damage to nun oropa waa 
considerable but the soil 
Inmofitod and produoed 
good amat i mips later 
on. 

The breach did not cause 
much damage to crops 
ami was closed after tiie 
Mood HubsidtHl. 

No damage as the h teach 
was closed promptly. 

The current through tlto 
breach was immediate- 
ly controlled by con- 
structing a temporary 
ring huwi The damage 
was slight. 

No damage. 

No damage as the broach 
was immediately closed. 

Not known. 


•Slight damage. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Jlun’ble Minister bo 
pleased to tell us what steps ha\e l>een taken In < iovernment to avoid 
breaches since the discussion In metitbeis of the Legislature l' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbaiar: 

As my lionourable tiiend knows very well, it is not jwssible to avoid 
breaches of embankment until we can tak* up our main schemes for 
controlling the flood water. As will apjiear from my reply, we are 
arranging to have a sunev undertaken of that area. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I want to know what 
steps have Government taken in the matter since that conference, in 
December* 1939. Is it a fact that the Conference thought it desirable 
that the embankments should be done away with or abolished f r 
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Tha Hon’bfe Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CoaainrtMzan 

Tbe ciej>artmeiit is considering whether it is passible and feasible to do 
away with the eml>ankinents altogether without causing serious damage 
to I he property of the local people. In order to come to a decision in 
this respect the survey has to be undertake* first. But before the 
survey is completed, I am afraid, it is not possible to say whether the 
removal of embankments is advisable or not. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA* Sir, my question (e) as to 
the estimate of loss of crops caused by breaches has not been answered. 

The Hon’Me Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of G<*s« ntazar: 

That is given in the last ]K>rtion of my reply (e). I thought we had 
sufficiently discussed the matter in the Conference, and as it was not 
quite easy to get the report asked for, I thought the honourable member 
would not press for it. 


Irrigation and drainage schemes for Central and Western Bengal. 

11. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ( a ) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state the particulars relating to the irrigation and drainage 
schemes for* Central and Western Bengal which are under examination 
of Government giving names of the schemes, dates of first submission, 
estimated amounts for each, and present jiosition? 

(b) Have tbe Government under consideration any jyroposal for 
decentralising the execution of some of the irrigation and drainage 
schemes with a view to exjK'dite their completion 't 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of consulting 
some representatives of the District Boards and ol the Legislature before 
finally making up their mind on the matter 'i 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) Attention is invited to the reply which I gave on the 6th December, 
to Maulvi Mnniruddin Akhand’s unstarred question No. 11. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) District Boards will be consulted, and if Government decide that 
funds should be provided tc give effect to the scheme of decentralisation, 
the Legislature will be asked to make the necessary grant. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state if he is aware that the 
question referred to therein of Maulvi Maniruddjn Akand related to 
North Bengal districts whereas my question related to Central and 
West Bengal? 
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The HonMWe Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAHOY, of Coaainfcazar: 

Sir, when I referred to t^iat question, 1 referred to the general prin- 
ciple underlying it and not to any particular part of it. I would like 
only to add that we are preparing a list of irrigation schemes of the 
various districts of the province, collected through the Divisional Com- 
missioner which I hope to circulate among the honourable members, 
very likely within this session. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased fo state then what particular part or parts of Maulvi Manir- 
uddin Akand's question have been drawn attention to in repl\ to which 
particular jKirt or parts of my question No. 11? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasiivftazar: 

As I said, Sir, it is not in reference to any part hut on general lines. 


Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: M> question definitely is: 1 want 
to h a \ e a list of the schemes which aie under examination, giving names 
of the schemes, dates of first submission, estimated amounts for each, 
and present position in Central and Western Bengal. The other reply 
with regard to that was that Government is examining certain 
schemes. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The II on’ble Minister has said that he prnjxmes to 
cinulut® the list amongst honourable members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us know what particular 
scheme oi schemes are referred to in leply to my question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You j ourself know what the scheme is. The 
Ilou'ble Minister wants to circulate the list of schemes amongst honour- 
able members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (c) wherein 
the Hon’ble Miuister sa\s that if Government decide that funds should 
be provided, the legislature will 1 m* asked to make the necessary grant, 
may 1 know if he has got any further information to add to this 
because fhis appeals to be something quite out of date now? 

Tha Hori’tye Mah|rtja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Conimbazars 

I would only appeal to my honourable friend to have some patience 
for a little while until the Budget Estimates are circulated to-day. 
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Grievances of Scheduled Castes regarding appointments under Jut< 
Restriction Schema 

12. Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: (a) Will the Hon’bb 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department l)e pleased to la\ 
on the table a statement Rowing, grade by grade, the number of Jute 
Restriction Officers appointed in the district of Rangpur, and frou: 
(?) Casle Hindus, (u) Muslims, and (Hi) Scheduled Castes? 

(b) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether the ratio 
question was considered for the Appointment of the Scheduled Castes? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(?) that some non-Scheduled ( nstes have lieen appointed in piefer- 
ence to the Scheduled Castes; and 

(ii) that applications from the Scheduled Castes were not 
considered? 


(d) Is the Hon' hie Minister considering the desirability of observing 
the ratio question in case ot all tuture appointments under (rovei nment ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) The member is referred to 
the answer given to starred question No. S3 by Maulvi Md. Mozammel 
Huq on the 19th December, 1939. 

(b) and {d) Yes 
(r) No. 


Upper Division clerks in Divisional Commissioner’s Office, Rajshrti. 

13. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: (??) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department 1 k> pleased to state — 

(?) how many clerks are there in the Up|>er Division in the office 
ot the Commissioner, Uajshalu Division (at Jalpaiguri ) ; 
(ii) how many of them are from — 

(1) Muhammadans, and 

(2) Scheduled Castes; and 

(Hi) how many vacancies in the Upper Division of the said Com- 
missioner’s office have been filled up since 1937 up to date, 
both — 

(1) by direct recruitment, and 

(2) by promotion? 
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(6) How many of these posts have been given to—* 

p (i) Muhammadans £ and 

(it) Scheduled Castes? 

(c) If the answer to }h) is in the negative, will the Hon’hle Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reason therefor? 1 

The Hon’bfe Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) (i) Nine 

(including two selection grade posts ami the post of confidential clerk). 

(it) Muhammadan — One. s 

Scheduled Castes — One. 

(Hi) 1937 — Nil. 

1938 — V p]K*r 1 )i vision — Three — 

(1) Direct leoruitmept— One. 

(2) By promotion — Two. 

1939 — Upper l)i vision — Tin ee — 

(1) Direct recruitment — One. 

(2) By piomotion — Two. 

(b) Muhammadan — One. 

Scheduled Castes — One. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Maui vi AZHAR ALI: ^\i!l the llon'hh* Ministei kindly let us 
know what was the method ot rmmtnient — by advertisement or by 
what method? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 

M&ulvj AZHAR ALI: Altei 19*17 was there any move on the part 
of the Commissioner to apj»oint an\ Muhammadan clerk there in the 
Upper Division ? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: By promotion or 
by direct recruitment ? 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Bv direct recruitment. 

• • 

The HwftMe fir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Ye*, one Muham- 
mad&n has been appointed. 
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Maulvi AZHAR ALI: That was by promotion? 

Tha Hon’We Sir BiJOY PRASAD 8INCH JlOY: Yes, Sir. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI : So by direct recruitment there was none ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJ0Y%RA8AD SINGH ROY: Direct recruitment 
w'us by advertisement, I assume, and probably the best candidate was 
selected. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: I beg to^ntimate to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge that the only Muhammadan in the Upper Division was by pro- 
motion and although by direct recruitment one candidate was appointed 
in HW8 and one in 1 9HD, no Muhammadan was taken. 

The Hon’ble air BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is the 
question? 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: 1 want to know whether the Commissioner 
tried to find out any suitable candidate by direct recruitment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I am sure he did, 
because if the post was advertised, as I presume it was, there was no 
question of social attempt on the part of the Commissioner because 
Hindus and Muhummadans all applied and one candidate was selected 
out of the candidates who so applied. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Then the Hon’ble Minister is not aware 
whether the post was advertised or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: No, lam not aware 
of it. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Then the presumption does not arise? 

The Hon'blv Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have already 
asked for notice on that yoint. 

Tenders for the construction of new Customs Offices in Calcutta. 

No. 25A question (uustarredl of the November-December Session, 

1039. 

Statement is laid on the Library Table as per sub-paragraphs (l) 
and (c) of the reply. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL': Sir, I just wtit to draw your 
attention to the last portion of unstarred question No. 13 which appears 
to have been a misprint, Regarding tenders for the construction of new 
Customs Offices in Calcutta. I was just wondering if it was a part of 
question No. L3. If not,j 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That refers to question No. 26 A, which you may 
remember, you yourself put in the last session. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Put unfortunately, Sir, that ques- 
tion is not given and so we cannot follow it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: However, \<>u are not putting supplementary ques- 
tions on it now. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJI : Sir, 1 ga\e notice of an adjournment 
motion, hut have not got any reply as yet. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid we have not yet been acclimatized to 
the season ami t hereto! e may have been late in giving you a reply. 
However, I will let you know to-morrow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is there any other adjournment 
motion coming up to-da,\ v Perhaps not. Then, Sir, may I rise on a 
question of privilege? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Question of Privilege. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, on the 9th of February laefc 
our attention was drawn to a statement published in the Amrita Ttaza? 
Pattika with a big headline, namely, “Minimum price of jute”, purj>orU 
ing to be a statement of what its editor calls “A prominent legislator”, 
and this prominent legislator in Khan Hahadur Hashem Ali Khan who 
proposed in that statement that he would inovS an adjournment motion 
on the very first day of this session of the Assembly with regal’d to 
the fixation of the minimum price of jute. I submit, Sir, that this kind 
of threat or publicity would only help certain s|K*culators- 

Mr. SPEAKER : Well, I have nothing to do with it. What is 
your point of privilege? 
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Or. NALINAKVHA 8ANYAL: f submit, Sir, that it is certainly 
a very great wrong done to the members of this House and to you in 
particular to give publicity to such a uews Ifefore you are acquainted 
with the motion at all or before you have given your consent to the 
moving of such a motion. 

* * 

Mr. 9PEAKER: Will you please let me see the statement ? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA S*NYAL: It is certainly there, but it is most 
unfortunate that the reply was not published. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I cannot control the editorial columns of 
uny newspajier. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then it becomes all the more a 
matter ot privilege so ilmt we may get here and now an opportunity 
of questioning the bonn ftdcs of the statement if the matter was 
brought ii]) as a privilege motion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It you frame a motion about that matter for 
reference to the ('omniitlcc of Privileges and if I consider it necessary, 
I will admit it. 


Prayer Adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 max tell the 11 oiise that the prayer adjournment 
comes off at (i o'clock. I would therefore enquire if it would be con- 
venient for us to adjourn for prayer now and take up the Budget 
Statement theieafter at one stretch, or to have the Budget Statement 
just now and break off at f» p.m. or about f>-15 p.m., and then continue 
the statement after adjournment. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, it depends upon the length 
of the Budget Statement. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know either the length or breadth of the 
statement 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit that the formal 
business on the agenda be finished first, namely, laying the Ordinance 
on the table, etc. P 
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Auditor-Ceneral’s Report on Appropriation Accounts and Fmanoa 

Accounts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in pursuance of 
section l(>9 of the Government of India Ad/ 1935, I lay before the 
Assembly, a copy of the Report of the Auditor-General of India relating 
to the Accounts of this Province for the year 1938-39. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. is it jx'rmisisble for any 
HouTJe# Minister to make Mich a statement without “laying” the 
report on tin* table as we have not yet received any copy ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rc|>ort and the accounts will soon be laid on 
the table. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: U*t us know that, Sii , we are ready 
for this distribution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as tin* -lute Ordinance is concerned, it can- 
not be laid on the table now, for it is more in the nature of a legisla- 
tion. So it will be dealt with Mibseijiienth . 


Motor Vehicles Rules. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 submit another matter 
before the House, Sir? It relates to the rules made under the new Indian 
Motor Vehicles Act. ITider section 133<.v) of the Indian Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1939, all rules made by a Piovinciul Government are 
xcijiiiml to be laid before a Provincial Legislature for not less than 14 
days, or as soon as possible after they are made, and should be subjected 
to such modification as the Legislature may deem fit. The rules in 
question were published in the Calcutta Gazette on the 13th January, 
1940, under notification No. ‘JM-Police, dated the 5th January, 1940. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I'ndei what rule, you say, these rules should be 
laid before the Assembly ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I ndei section 133(»>) of the Indian 
Motor Vehicles Act, 1939. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Have you got the Act with you? 

.• • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No. Sir, I have not got it More 
but a copy can be procured for you. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: What does Sir Nazimuddin say to this ? , 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:** Sir, I am not now in a 

po.sitfo’i to answer this question , I mav do so to-morrow. 

* i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ]$r. Suhrawardy, may I know how long you will 
take to finish your Budget Speech 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It will take about 40 
minutes, Sir. # , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then in that ease it is better that I adjourn the 
House now till 0-15 p.m. 

(The House then adjourned till 0-15.) 


{After adjournment . » 

BUDGET E8TIMATES FOR 1940-41. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have the honour to 
present the Budget Estimates for 1940-41. I must deplore my mis- 
fortune that I have to present a deficit budget to the House and that 
for the second year in succession we shall have to draw upon our 
balances in order to cover our revenue expenditure. I deplore this all 
the more as T have not had time since I assumed charge of this port- 
folio to appraise the situation sufficiently to suggest concrete remedies. 

Since my predecessor, whose absence from the Treasury Benches 
perhaps no one regrets more than myself, presented the estimates of 
19.39-40 a year ago, a cataclysm has overtaken the world; forces have 
been unleashed with dire consequences to world economy. 

The major powers are waging war by all indications to an extreme 
conclusion. It is impossible to prophesy to what extent the other 
countries of the world will be dragged into the vortex. The immediate 
effects of the war have been for the most part beneficial to the economy 
of the province, but it would be dangerous to enlarge our commitments 
on the basis of that prosperity and not to take precautions against the 
slump which all previous experience suggests must inevitably follow. 
Further, we must be ready and prepared to take our due share in the 
burden of the war should events move nearer home and involve us 
more directly and closely. Partly therefore on account of our revenue 
position which I shall consider unsatisfactory until such time as the 
income can be increased to meet the natural developments of our 
nation-building departments, and partly on account of the precautions 
that we must take against contingencies over which we have no control, 
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the Budget of this year does not contain any spectacular features* nor 
have the Departments taken up any new long range schemes likely to 
involve the finances of* the province in recurring expenditure of 
considerable magnitude. In my opinion, it would be fatal I# the 
finances of the provincj if. deceived by an* artificial prosperity due 
to war conditions, we permitted ourselves to undertake new commitments 
thUt we cannot hope to be able to maintain. The position has been 
very ably reviewed in the recently published report of the Central 
Board of the Directors of the Reserve Bank and l make no apology 
for quoting the following extract : — "i 

“On the whole therefore I he economic outlook at the end of 1939 
appeared to be brighter than at any time during the past ten 

years, although memories of the aftermath of the last war were 

sufficiently recent, to lead to u fairly general realisation of the fact 
that war profits an* essentially artificial and transient and that in 
a major conflict of this nature no country can hope to escupe the 
inevitable strain on her economic resources. M 

With this brief warning against short-sighted optimism, 1 turn -■ 
to the estimates now in the hands of the members. It is usual when 
considering the estimates to refer to the actuals of the previous year 
and the Revised Estimates of the current year. In accordance with 

this usage I propose to refer briefly to the salient features of the final 

accounts for the year 1938-39. 

Tht* Revised Estimates for t hut year which were immigrated in the 
Budget for the current year, as presented to the Legislature in 
February last, disclosed a revenue deficit of 21 -72 lakhs In actual 
working, the apprehended deficit did not materialise ami revenue 
receipts almost exactly balanced expenditure on icvenue account. 
This was brought about by an increase of o*er ft lakhs in receipts and 
a reduction of over 1(5 lakhs in expenditure. The improvement in 
receipts was shared by Land Revenue (5 lakhs), Excise (2 lakhs), and 
Stamps (7 lakhs), and was partly set. off by a drop of a 1; t tie less than 
9 lakhs under Jute Duty. The decrease in expenditure was due to 
savings of 7 lakhs under Civil Works and of 2 lakhs each under General 
Administration, Administration of Justice, Police, and Public Health. 
The decrease under Civil Works was due to slow progress in the 
execution of building projects. The savings under General 
Administration were due mainly to smaller expenditure on the 
legislative bodies, and those under Police und Administration of 
Justice vere distributed over a large number of heads. Savings in the 
Public Health Budget were due to absence of epidemic diseases for 
which a precautionary provision had been retained in the Revised. 

Against* the improvement of 22 lakhs in the revenue position them 
was a net declfne of 9 lakhs in the Capital and Debt Deposit Section of 
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the Budget. This was due to a decrease of 19 lakhs in net receipts^ofl 
account of transactions under “District Funds” and “Civil Deposits” 
compensated partly by a decrease of 10 lakhs ( in disbursements unde? 
the “Gash Balance Investment Account”. The decrease in the case of 
“District Funds” was due to smaller inflow of cess and in the case of 
“Civil Deposits” to a in litigation. The decrease under the 

“Cash Balance Investment Account” was due to the fact that the 
of the Provincial balances did not permit of investment in Treasury 
Bills to the extent originally anticipated. 

The net result of the year’s working, therefore, was an addition of 
13 lakhs to the closing balance, which was thereby raised from 78 lakhs 
in the Revised Estimates to 91 lakhs in the final accounts. This figure 
included a sum of 23 lakhs, representing the balances of certain 
accounts earmarked for specific purposes. The largest of these balances 
were 14} lakhR in the Central Road Fund Account and 4} lakhs in the 
Scheduled Castes Education Fund Account. 

It should be mentioned, however, that at the end of the year 1938-39 
the resources of Government, in addition to the cash balance of 91 lakhs, 
included investments in Treasury Bills to the extent of 75 lakhs and 
securities, held outside the public accounts of the nominal value of 
38J lakhs. There was. moreover, a sum of 10 lakhs in securities 
in the Famine Insurance Fund set up under the terms of the Bengal 
Famine Insurance Act, 1937. 

It will be obvious from the accounts of 1938-39 that the opulence 
which marked the opening year of Provincial Autonomy had disappeared 
at the close of the second year. Thus against a revenue surplus of a 
crore and 18 lakhs in 1937-38, there was no surplus at all on revenue 
account in 1938-39. The (‘losing balance was down by 45 lakhs, while 
investment in Treasury Bills was smaller by a similar amount. This 
change was partly due to the heav\ programme of additional revenue 
expenditure undertaken in 1938-39 and partly to abnormally large 
payments of loans to agriculturists on account of damages caused by 
floods. In spite of these unforeseen demands on their resources, 
Government were able to maintain an adequate cash balance in the 
Treasuries and in the Reserve Bank throughout the year. There were, 
howevei , a few occasions on which the balance at the Reseive Bank 
threatened to fall below the prescribed minimum and temporary advances 
had to be taken from the Bank. The aggregate amount of these ways 
and means advances amounted to 90 lakhs. These advances w T ere ail 
repaid within a period of ten or twelve days. No such advances had 
been required in 1937-38. 

Let me now turn to the Revised Estimates for the current year which 
has still a month and a half to run. The original estimates placed 
before the House in February last assumed that the year would start 
with an opening balance of 78 lakhs. Revenue receipts’ Vere placed at 
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13 crores 78 lakhs and expenditure at 14 crores 65 lakhs or 87 lakhs 
more than our receipts. On the assumption that investment of the 
Provincial balances in TrAisury Bills would be on the same scale as in 
the Revised Estimates for 1938-39, ordinary transactions under the 
Capital and Debt Deposit^ Section of the Budget were expected to 
result in a deficit ol 6 lakhs. The total deficit thus came to 93 lakhs; 
87 lakhs on revenue account and 6 lakhs outside this account. At the 
time the budget was prepared it was estimated that there would be in 
existence outside the closing balance reserves to the extent of 85 lakhs 
in Tieasury Bills, 38J lakhs in securities and 10 lakhs in the Famine 
Insurance Fund. These reserves would have been sufficient to cover 
the deficit but at that time it was thought advisable to conserve these 
reserves and our intention was to raise a loan of 1 crore of ru]x»es. 
The net result, on the basis of these estimates, was a surplus of 7 lakhs; 
this surplus with 1 he opening balance of 78 lakhs would have produced 
a closing balance of 85 lakhs in addition to the reserves. 

According to the Revved Estimates the curient year starts with 
an opening balance of 91 lakhs-- that is to say, the actual closing 
balance of 1938-39. Revenue receipts are exi*n led to he *5 lakhs more,, 
and expenditure on revenue account 48 lakhs less than was originally 
anticipated. There is, accordingly, an improvement of 13 lakhs in the 
opening balance and 73 lakhs on revenue account or 8(1 lakhs in all. 
Under the Capital and Debt l)e{H>sit Section ot the Budget there has 
been a net worsening of 1(1 lakhs. The combined effect of these 
variations is an increase of 71) lakhs in the closing balance which is 
raised from the 85 lakhs of the original estimate to 1 crore 55 lakhs in 
the Revised. But whereas the budget assumed that nt addition to the 
cash balance we should hold 85 lakhs of (io\erninent of India Tieasury 
Bills, no such investment has been }K>ssihle and apait from certain 
secuiities with a nominal \alue of 38/. lakhs and i'J lakhs in the 1- amine 
Insurance Fund the revised closing balance of 1 crore 55 lakhs 
represents the sum total of the province’s balance. 

The Budget for the current year made one major assumption which 
subsequent events have proved incorrect. 1 he House will recall that in 
presenting the Budget for the current year, my piedeoessor observed — 
“In my estimates. I have assumed that revenues will come in , 
roughly at the level on which thev have flowed during the last few 
months. I have assumed that war in Europe will not break out." 

The outbreak of hostilities have naturally upset the calculations on 
which the Budget Estimates were framed. 

Another assumption made by my predecessor was that we should raise 
a loan of a crore. Some time before the commencement of hostilities 
in Europe, it 9 was decided not to have resort to a loan. This loan was 
to have been taken not in connection with any specific scheme of 
axpenditure but in order that our reserves might not be unduly depleted. 
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In view of the uncertainty of world conditions and their unsettling 
effect on the money market, Government considered it inadvisable to 
resort to a loan in the open market for the^sake of conserving their 
existing reserves. The sounder alternative appeared to be to utilise 
such reserves as were immediately convertible and to issue Treasury 
Bills for short terms to tide over temporary difficulties in the Ways and 
Means position. As a result, Treasury Bills aggregating a crore and 
fifty lakhs have been or will be issued during the year: of this amount 
90 lakhs are expected to be repaid before the close of the year. Thus, 
in lieu of a liability for a long term debt of one crore which was 
originally contemplated Government will ha\e on their hands ^Treasury 
Bills worth GO lakhs which it is hoped to repay in the course of the 
coming year. 

The main heads of revenue affected by the War are Jute Duty, 
Income-tax, Land Revenue, and Stamps. The stoppage of exports to 
Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia has caused an appreciable decline 
in our receipts from the Jute Duty, and, so far, the increased off-take 
of the Allies in the form of sand-bags and hessians has not been 
sufficient to compensate in full for the complete loss of exports to the 
Central and Northern European countries. The receipts of the 
Provinces under Section 188 of tin* Government of India Act are at 
present linked with, and dej>end upon the amount of, the contribution 
paid to Central Revenues by Railways: as a result of the improvement 
in railway earnings we expect a larger contribution under Income-tax. 
Greater activity in the share market and better trading results have 
led to an improvement under receipts from Non-Judicial Stamps. 
Finally some improvement in Land Revenue collection is expected as 
a result of the rise in prices of agricultural produce. 

On the exjienditure side of the Budget there has been an increase on 
account of certain extraordinary charges necessitated by the War, the 
most important of which are Air-raid precautions, control of prices and 
the employment of extra Police for guarding protected areas. The 
bulk of these charges will eventually be recovered from the Government 
of India. On the other hand the War has necessitated the postponement 
or abandonment of certain items of expenditure. In this category may 
be placed the curtailment of leave outside India involving smaller 
expenditure on leave arrangements; non-utilisation of State Scholarships 
tenable in Europenn countrievS and the postponement of some original 
civil works, in view of the general rise in tbe price of materials. 

With these prefatory observations let me now turn to the details 
under the various heads. 

The increase in the opening balance has already been explained. 

Tbe net increase in Revenue receipts nmount| to 25 l#khs. ft will 
be recalled that the Budget includes 93 lakhs on 'account of 
provincialisation of certain revenues which used to be paid direct to 
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local bodies. It now appears that the original estimate of these 
revenues was badly out : they arc not likely to exceed 68 lakhs. This 
figure has been adopted or the Revised. The deflation of 25 lakhs is 
distributed over the following heads: — Land Revenue (22 lakhs), 
Administration of Justice (2{ lakhs) and Miscellaneous (half a lakh). 
It will be seen that if these Adaptation receipts are left out 
of consideration, the Revised Estimate of Revenue is actually 50 lakhs 
better than the Budget. Of this improuunent 34 lakhs is due to on 
accounting adjustment designed to bring within the public accounts 
certain securities hitherto held outside these accounts. The value of 
these securities has been credited as revenue receipts and a corresjHuiding 
debit has been shown under the “Cash Balance Investment Account" 
in the Debt Deposit Section of the Budget. The balance of 16 lakhs 
is made up mainly of the following: — an improvement of 21 lakhs under 
Income-tax, 7 lakhs under Land Revenue proper (i.e., excluding 
Adaptation receipts), 8 lakhs under Stamps, 5 lakhs under Registration 
and 6 lakhs under Other Taxes and Duties; set ofl‘ by a decrease of 
80 lakhs under Jute Duty receipts. I have already explained 
the reasons for the variations under Income-tax, Land Revenue, Stumps 
and Jute Duty. The increase under Other Taxes and Duties is due to 
the proceeds of the Bengal Finance Act, 1080, which came into 
operation after the Budget had been passed. The growth under 
Registration is due to an unexpected increase in the number of 
registrations. 

Of the decrease of 48 lakhs in expenditure on revenue account 26 
lakhs is attributable to the fact that the Adaptation receipts which are 
to he made over to local bodies an* smaller by this amount than was 
originally anticipated. The balance (28 lakhs) is the net result of 
excesses and savings spread over a number of heads, details of which 
will lie fount! in the Red Book. I shall here confine myself to the 
more important variations. There is a decrease of 13 lakhs under Civil 
Works owing to smaller expenditure on building projects - some of 
which were postponed on account of the situation created bv the War. 
Savings to the extent of 10 lakhs occur under Medical and Public 
Health owing to the time required for working out details of some large 
projects for which lump provisions were included in the Budget. The 
Irrigation Budget f&ows a saving of nearly 4 lakhs owing mainly to 
non-utilisation of the provision for the Waterways Board. There is a 
saving of 4 lnkhs under Debt Conciliation owing to the slow progress 
in the establishment of Debt Conciliation Boards. Over 3 lakhs 
has been "saved under General Administration mainly through the non- 
utilisation of certain lump provisions included in the Budget. 
Under Administration of Justice there has been a decrease of over 
4 lakhs mainly due to smaller exfienditure under "Pay of Officers” 
and “Charges in England". As against these savings there is an 
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increase of 6 lakhs under Agriculture on account of the Jute 
Registration Survey; of 7 lakhs under Famine Relief on account 
of lelief in aieas affected by flood or drought; and 7 lakhs under 
Extraordinary "Charges on account of expenditure arising out of the 
War, to which a reference has already been lyade. 

The Capital and Debt Deposit Section of the Budget as already 
stated reveals a net worsening of 1C lakhs. The explanation of this 
variation is as follows : The Budget allowed for the receipt of one crore 
on account of a long term loan. The Revised omits this item but 
includes in* lieu a sum of 60 lakhs on account of outstanding Treasury 
Bills. There is thus a decrease of 40 lakhs in receipts. On 
the Disbursement side the Budget provided for the investment of 85 
lakhs in Treasury Bills. No such investment appears in the Revised 
but there is an unforeseen item, viz., the investment of 84 lakhs in 
securities as a part of the accounting adjustment designed to bring 
these securities within the public accounts to which reference has 
already lieon made. There is accordingly a saving of 51 lakhs in 
Disbursements on account of smaller investments. These transactions 
would have resulted in an improvement of 11 lakhs (i.e., 51 lakhs less 
40 lakhs) but unox{>eetedly heavy disbursements on account of 
agricultural loans have converted the improvement to a net worsening 
of 16 lakhs. 

There are two items outside the closing balance of 1 crore 55 lakhs 
shown in the Revised — namely, securities of the nominal value of 88J 
lakhs and a sum of 12 lakhs in set urities in the Famine Insurance Fund. 
And wo carry over into 1 940-4 1 a liability for the repayment of 60 lakhs 
of Provincial Treasury Bills. 

I will now turn to our proposals for the coming year. The year 
is expected to start with an opening balance of 1 crore and 55 lakhs. 
On the assumption that the existing level of taxation will l>e maintained 
and no new sources of revenue will be tap]ied during the year ending 
81st March, 1941, revenue receipts have been placed at 13 crores 97 
lakhs as compared with the 14 crores 3 lakhs of the Revised. The 
decrease ot 6 lakhs is due mainly to a fall of 27 lakhs under 
Extraordinary Receipts and 10 lakhs under Land Revenue, compensated, 
to a great extent, by an improvement of 20 lakhs under Jute Duty, 
V lakhs under Income Tax, 6 lakhs under Other Taxes and Duties and 
5 lakhs under Civil Works. I have already referred to the accounting 
adjustment of 34 lakhs included in the Revised under Extraordinary 
Receipts in respect of securities previously held outside the public 
accounts: the only receipts we can foresee under this head during 
1940-41 is a sum of 7 lakhs by way of recoveries from the Central 
Government on account of War charges met from Provincial revenue# 
in the current year. The decrease under Land Revenue is due mainly 
to smaller recoveries on account of survey and settlement charges. 
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The increase under Jute Duty is based on hopes of larger exports in 
consequence of improved shipping facilities. The yield from Income 
Tax is expected to be higher as a result of improvement in trade. The 
increase under Other Taxes and Duties is due to larger collections under 
the Bengal Finance Act, J939, since collections will proceed throughout 
the coming yeaf as against a few months in the present year. The 
increase of 5 lakhs under Civil Works is due to larger transfers from 
the Road Development Account in order to finance a more extensive 
programme of road development. 

I neat turn to our proposals for expenditure. 

The estimates provide for an exjK'nditure on revenue account of 
J4 crores 54 lakhs, which is 37 lakhs more than the Revised Estimates 
for the ( urrent year. In Appendix II, attached to the printed copy 
Of this statement, will he found an enumeration of tfie main heads 
under which increased pioxisinn lias been made. The total increase 
according to this Appendix is 51 lakhs but against these increases must 
be set decreased provisions unde? Agriculture (5 lakhs), Commutation 
of Pensions (6 lakhs) and Famine Relief lakhs). The reduction 
under Famine Relief is h;iM*d on the hope that conditions during the 
coming year will he normal Oui present financial position will not 
allow us to repeat this \ ear’s piovision under Commutation of Pensions. 
The smaller provision under Agriculture is due to the tact that the 
revised estimate for the current year under this head includes an 
abnormal item of 7 lakhs on account of the survey of jute lands. The 
estimates for 1940-41 do not make provision for any similar expenditure. 
It will he remembered however that on the first of this month- and after 
the estimates now* before the House had been sent to the Press — 
Government decider! to regulate the coming jute crop by legislation and 
I have no doubt that in due course it will be necessary to come to you 
with a supplementary demand for the funds required to meet tin* cost of 
the measures necessary to give effect to that decision. 

The bulk of the increase in expenditure in the coming year is due 
to new schemes included in the Budget. My honourable colleagues 
will, in due course, explain the details of these schemes while moving 
the demands for grants relating to their respective Departments. I 
propose, however, to refer to some of the more imjrortant items for 
which provision has been made in the Budget. 

Under Land Revenue the Budget provides for revisional survey 
and. settlement operations in the districts of Bakarganj and Faridpur 
at a total ultimate cost of 40J lakhs. During 1940-41 the expenditure 
on this account will be 4£ lakhs. 

The Irrigation Budget includes a number ofTmportant new schemes. 
One of these^is a contour survey of North Bengal at an ultimate cost 
of nearly 4 lakhs or rupees. The provision included in next year's 
Budget on accodnt of this scheme is Rs. 25,000. Other large schemes 
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which it is proposed to initiate in the coming year are the improvement 
of Tolly's Nullah at a cost of about \\ lakhs (ultimate), the reclamation 
of the Madhumati River in the district of Khulna at a cost of about 
1 lakh (ultimate), and the improvement of the Aurora Khal in the 
district of Jlooghly at a cost of Rs. 90,000 (ultimate). A provision of 
Rs. 50,000 has been made with a view to insist Diftrict Boards in 
undertaking small irrigation projects drawn up in consultation with the 
technical experts of Government. 

I would ask honourable members to look on the additional provision 
included i% the coming year's estimates as an earnest of the willingness 
of Government to take up schemes in the districts of Bengal wlfich will 
benefit the jieople in a measure more than commensurate with the cost 
involved. It is a matter of great regret that the finances of the 
province have-not permitted us to make provision for many such 
schemes during 1940-41 and I can assure the House that should our 
'•finances permit, we shall not hesitate to come before the House for 
further provision. 

The Education Budget repeats the special additional provision of 
5 lakhs for primary education in the cess-paying districts and contains 
enhanced provision in respect of certain important schemes initiated 
in earlier years. Thus, there is an additional provision of over 2 lakhs 
for the training of teacheis for Primary Schools; of Rs. 50,000 for 
grants to Madrassahs; of Rs. 40,000 for the award of scholarships; and 
of a similar amount for the expansion of the Lady Biabournc College. 
There is a provision of U lakhs representing the final instalment of 
the grant of 2$ lakhs to the Dacca University for the additional Muslim 
Hall; and of Rs. 40,000 for a grant to that University in connection 
with the recently organised Faculty of Agriculture. The Budget also 
provides for a grant of Rs. 07,500 to the Sadaat College, Karol ia, being 
the second instalment of a grant of a lakh and thirty-five thousand to 
this institution to enable it to complete its building projects. 
Rs. 50,000 has l>een provided for a giant to the Bengal Bratachari 
Society for the acquisition of land and the construction of buildings 
and Rs. 20,000 has been provided for a capital grant to the Vidyasagar 
Bani Bhawan, Calcutta. A provision of Rs. 15,000 has been made 
for additional building grants to Madrassahs and of Rs. 11,000 for 
u capital grant to the Faridpur Girls’ Junior Madrassah. Rs. 9,000 
has been provided foi the extension of Primary and Middle English 
education in the Chittagong Hill Tracts and Rs. G,000 as a grant to 
the Bodhana Samiti towards the cost of constructing a segregajion 
camp at Jkargrdm, in the district of Midnapore, for the reception of 
juvenile mental defectives. With a view to provide improved hostel 
amenities for Muslim students it is proposed to extend the dining hall 
attached to the Muslim Hostel of the Dacca Intermediate College at 
a cost of Rs. 21,000 and to construct a hostel fov Muslim ^students of 
the Pirojpur Government High School at a cost of Rs. 15,000. 
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The Budget provides for an increase of 5£ lakhs under Debt 
Conciliation for the establishment of additional Debt Settlement 
Boards. A special provision of lts. # l 2,000 has been made to meet the 
cost of rewards to selected Chairmen and Members of Debt Settlement 
Boards in recognition of their meritorious services. 

There has been a progressive increase of expenditure under Co- 
operative Credit due primarily to the reorganisation of the staff of 
the Department, the appointment of additional auditors, increased 
provision for co-operative training and the expansion ot its activities 
in fields other than credit. This year we have made a provision of 
Its. 28,5(10 to meet the cost of establishing five additional Land 
Mortgage Banks to provide further facilities for long term credit in 
rural areas. A change in the policy regarding these hanks is under 
consideration so as to enlarge their usefulness ami make them 
self-supporting in due course. 

In June last Government afforded a cash credit of thirteen and n half 
lakhs to the Provincial Co-operative Bank to supplement its resources and 
to enable it to provide short term credit ttflbe agriculturists on a wider 
scale. The favourable returns that the agriculturist lias received from 
his staple (Tops since the outbreak of war in Europe will, we hope, 
relieve him from the necessity of having recourse to loans for 
agricultui al purposes during the coming year and the provision on this 
account in the Loans and Advances section of the estimates lor 1940-41 
has been limited to the normal precautionary provision of IN. 5 lakhs. 
If, however, the occasion demands and the Provincial Bank is unable 
to meet the requirements from its own resources, Government will 
approach the House for a supplementary grant and I uni certain that 
the House will not grudge it. The great problem, however, of the 
Co-operative Credit Department is still the rehabilitation of the 
movement in the esteem of the people of the Province. For this purpose 
a scheme designed to bring the demands of the societies down to the 
level of the paying capacity of the debtors is under preparation. 1 hope 
the House will hear more of the scheme in the near future. 

The Medical Budget include# a provision of 2 lakhs fib thousand 
rupees for grant to the I>udy Dufferin Victoria Hospital, Calcutta. 
Other special grants to hospitals which are proposed for the coming 
year are: — an annual grant of Rs. 10,000 to the Jadawpur Tuberculosis 
Hospital towards the upkeep of JO beds to be reserved for miifassal 
patients, and capital grants of Rs. 20,000 fir the S. K. Hospital, 
Mymensingh; Rs. 5,500 for the Australian Baptist Mission Hospital at 
Birisiri in the district of Mymensingh; Rs. 4,500 to the Prince Gholam 
Muhammad Charitable Dispensary at Tolly gulfce ; and Rs, 3,000 for 
the Santhal Mission Hospital at Sarenga in the district of Bankura. 
Ra. 15,000 has been provided for a much-needed increase in the nursing 
staff of the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta. An additional grant 
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of Rs. 7,506 is proposed to be made to the Association for the Prevention 
of Blindness in Bengal with a view to enable the Association to rtm 
five travelling eye dispensaries winch have Jiven such good service in 
the districts. It is further proposed to make a grant of Rs. 10,000 to * 
the Indian Institute for Medical Research. k Provision has been made 
for a contribution of Rs. 4.000 towanfl the establishment of a General 
Council and State Faculty for the TJnani system of medicine and 
Rs. 1,000 to the Faculty of Ayurvedic Medicine. 

The Public Health Budget includes 7J lakhs of rupees for rural 
‘water-supply, 5 lakhs for free distribution of quinine, 2\ lakhs*for anti- 
malaria schemes, and \ \ lakhs for hala-azar and other epidemic diseases. 
Half a lakh has been provided for maternity and child welfare centres. 

A provision of 11s. 24,000 has been made for a scheme of public health 
organisation rn the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Rs. 18,000 has been 
provided for a scheme of school hygiene, Rs. 40,000 for a grant to the 
Ram Krishna Mission Sishu Mangal Pratisthan, Calcutta, and 
Rs. 5,000 for a grant to the Ram Krishna Medical Society for Women. 

In furtherance of the policy of making grants from Provincial revenues 
up to one-third of the total cost. of water-supply projects the following 
provisions have been made in respect of Water Works Improvement 
Schemes : — 1 lakh for Dacca, Rs. 20,000 tor Munshiganj, Rs. 20,000 
for Pirnjpur, and Rs. 18,000 for Jhalakati 

Under Agrieultuie provision has been made for the establishment 
of an Agricultural Institute at l)aeea at a cost of 1 lakh 28 thousand 
rupees. The Budget also includes Rs. 00.000 for the electrification of 
the Manipur Farm, Dacca, Rs. 20,000 for the establishment of 
additional Union Board Farms and Union Board Demonstration Centres 
and Rs. 18,000 for the opening of a Physical Section under the 
A’gi ieulhirnl Chemist. |Di. Xvu.wkmiv S\ny\i. : At Dacca. 
(Laughter.)] It is proposed to take over the Blnitnath Paul Agricul- 
tural School at Chinsura (Laughter) at a cost of Rs. 35,000 including 
Rs. 21.000 for buildings. A sum of Rs. 2.000 has been provided for a 
grant to the All-India Cattle Show Society and Rs. 5,000 for the supply 
of outfit boxes to Livestock Officers and Assistant Livestock Officers. 

It will be recalled that a sum of Rs. 58,000 was provided in the current 
year for buildings in connection with a new District Agricultural 
Farm at Chittngeng. There is a provision of Rs. 4,000 in next year’s 
budget to meet the expenses of running this farm 

The increase of 18 lhkhs under Civil Works is due mainly to the 
provision for new buildings and additional road development fund 
works. The latter account for an increase of about 6 lakhs and the 
balance is due to building projects belonging to various Departments. 
Some of these have already been mentioned under the rqjevant service 
heads. Among the remainder the provisions which call* for special 
mention are the following: — 85 thousand for the construction of 
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worksheds in the Dum Dura Central Jail; 48 thousand for the 
installation of a fully equipjH»d testing station foi motor vehicles in 
Calcutta; 46 thousand lor providing accommodation for the Garden 
Reach Police Sub-Section; 27 thousand for the construction o* 
coolv lines at the Hoy y 1 Botanic Garden. Sibjmr; ami 2o thousand 
for the construction of w it ness* sheds in Civil Courts. In view of our 
straitened financial circumstances and of the rise in price of certain 
materials, expenditure on building is being limited to projects that 
cannot be jmstponed without serious admiuistiutive inconvenience. 

ihrec lakhs of rupees is again being placed at the disposal 
of the DMiirt Ofliceis to tuither the programme of Rural 
Reconstruction and a further sum of 2A lakhs has been interspersed 
under various Budget heads at the disposal of the Department of Rural 
Reconstruction, 1 he work of Rural Reconstruction is going on solidly 
and silently, and Pallimangal Suniitic*> are being formed not in a 
spasm of cnthusi.iMn, hut broadhased on a genuine apptcciaf ion of the 
benefits of eo-opei,thon and voluntmv labour and tin' urge for village 
uplift. Sur h a movement contains in it the seed ot expansion and 
pormanenev All that ll needs is knowledge and guidance. To 
implement 1 1 » i *- a naming tamp has been opened at a village called 
Bishnupur on the Diamond Harbour Road at uhi<h 60 selected Circle 
Officers are rereiving Doth theoretical and practical training. Manuals 
are being prepared whieh will be of guidanee not only to tfiem but to 
all workers in this field. If this experiment is u success, it is hoped 
that it will be expanded and multiplied so that officials and non-officials 
and all those interested in service to the masses may hr* in a position to 
further the cause of Rural Reconstruction. 

There are one or two miscellaneous items that deserve mention. 

The Budget includes provision for grants to two highly deserving 
institutions that cater for the needs of the destitute, namely, the 
St. Joseph’s Home for the aged and the Sir Saliraullah Muslim 
Orphanage, Dacca. Twenty-four thousand has Ikhmi provided for the 
former and twentv -seven thousand for the latter In the interest of 
the labour force employed in nun. cinchona plantations it js proposed to 
construct two indoor hospitals at Mungpoo and Munson# at a cost of 
Rs 18,000. A provision of Rs. 20,000 has been made for grants to 
labour welfare organisations and Its. 10.000 has l#en provided for 
committees of enquiry and hoards of conciliation under the Trade 
Disputes Act. 

During the course of the current financial year several committees 
appointed by Government have* submitted their reports. The 
recommendations of the Jute and the Paddv Committees are now under 
consideration.^ The Adult Education Committee has submitted a 
preliminary weport . *o*al*n has the Committee for Primary Education. 
The Industrial • Survey Committee has made certain preliminary 
6 
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recommendations. The Land Revenue Commission is expected to submit 
its report in March. The Special Officer appointed for electricity 
survey has made certain suggestions that are oi far-reaching importance 
and require close examination. The Chaukidari Committee will shortly 
publish its report, and its recommendations may call for drastic financial 
adjustments. 

Government may have to come before the House for provision to 
give effect to the decisions arrived at after the examinations now in 
progress have been completed. 

Before I pass to the summary with which I shall conclude mv 
statement on the estimates, I must refei briefly to two spheres in 
which Government have recently taken noteworthy action. Although 
one of these spheres concerns me more by reason of my holding charge 
of the portfolio of Commerce and Labour than as Finance Minisrer, 
both are of such far-reaching importance to the economy of the province 
that 1 make no apology for mentioning them to-day. 

The first concerns the measures aimed at securing for the growers 
of jute an adequate price for their produce. 

Government can, with some degree of pardonable piide, claim to 
have materially assisted the agriculturists in obtaining an adequate 
price for their jute. (Laughter.) The stops taken to stem the decline 
ill jute prices w lien the new crop came on to ihe market were effective 
and the advice given h\ Government to the jute-groueis not to be 
stampeded by rumours and by market manipulations has home 
beneficial results. The advent of war, the general rise in prices 
consequent thereon and Government orders for jute fabric s have given 
ail upward stimulus to the price. The jute-growers therefore have 
this year been able to obtain a von fair price toi their produce and 
this has been reflected in our finances. We trust that the agricul- 
turists, remembering the trying days of depression through wdiich they 
have just passed, will not fritter away this windfall but will utilise 
it to free themselves from the incubus of debt and once more face the 
world wdth courage and faith in their future destiny. Government 
have now definitely embarked on a policy of compulsory control of 
jute production, as they feel that the agriculturists should be given 
adequate guidance to enable them to secure a profitable return. In 
order to ascertain the best ways and means of securing this object, 
an export committee will shortly be appointed to which will be 
entrusted a matter only less important to the prosperity of the province 
than that now under enquiry by the Land Revenue Commission. 

The declaration of war was followed almost immediately by a sudden 
rise in the price of commodities and a panic wholly unjustified 
prevailed in the market for a few days. The Government of Bengal 
took immediate measures to allay the panic, measures which were 
highly commended at the time by the Press and the public. A Chief 



BUDGET ESTIMATES. 


n 


1940.1 

Brice Controller was appointed. This officer is assisted by an Advisory 
Board composed of representatives of all sections of the public. District 
Officers were invested wiUi similar powers and are assisted by Advisory 
Committees. The result lias Wn eminently successful and prices hav« 
been kept within bounds. We have had unfortunately from time to 
time to take action against those who wished to take undue advantage 
of the present emergency and to profiteer, but on the whole our 
regulations have been obeyed, and the discontent and disturbances that 
would ha\e followed if the prices had been uncontrolled, have been 
avoided. No attempt has ever been made to control the price of 
agricultwal commodities. If the wai continues, this Department may 
have to be expanded. The cost, however, will he recovered from the 
Government of India. 

Let me review the financial results of the working of the coming 
year according to the estimates just presented to the House. We expect 
to start the year with un opening balance of 1 crore Mi lakhs. Our 
revenue receipts have been placed at Id crores 97 lakhs and our 
expenditure on rexenue account at M crores 54 lakhs. This means that 
we have to draw u]k»ii the opening balance to the extent of 57 lakhs 
and our habitue is aceunlingL reduced to OH lakh** In the f'apital and 
Debt Deposit Section <>} the Budget there is a net deficit of 20 lakhs 
on the year’s woiking. This deficit is due mainly to the repayment 
of (JO inkhs of Treasury Bills outstanding from 1935MO counterbalanced 
to a huge extent b\ a surplus under Tjouiim and Advances where we 
hope our recoveries will he considerably ir excess of disbursements. 
The deficit of 20 lakhs under the (’apilal and Debt Deposit Section 
of the Budget further reduces our balance to 72 lakhs — the figure shown 
as our closing balance in the Civil Estimate for MMIMI. The only 
items outside the dosing balance are our investment in the Famine 
Insurance Fund (about 12 lakhs') and securities of the nominal value 
of m lakhs. 

The Budget presented to this House a year ago was a deficit Budget. 
It was estimated that expenditure would exceed revenue bv 87 lakhs. 
We now expect that the deficit for the current year will be considerably 
smaller. As a result of an accounting adjustment of 34 lakhs the 
deficit in the Revised Estimates now before the House appears as 
14 lakhs but excluding this accounting adjustment the amount by which 
we expert our revenue expenditure for the current year will exceed 
our revenue receipts is 48 lakhs. This amount will be met from our 
balances. • 

This year also the Budget which I have just presented is a deficit 
one. It will be necessary to draw on the opening balance to the extent 
of 57 lakfis, and it is anticipated that the closing balance of 1940-41 
will be only 72 lakhs, i.e., only 23 lakhs above the minimum balance 
that we mu^^maintai* with the Reserve Bank and in our treasuries. 
This ia an extrenjely narrow margin and leaves very little in our hands 
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to meet emergencies. Our expenditure has now reached a point at 
which we are living a little beyond our means, and pending a detailed 
survey of the possible new sources of revenue, there is no alternative 
but to mark time. We have been fortunate that we have not had to 
curtail the many beneficent activities that we have undertaken since 
we assumed office, but I am sure the House will agree with me that this 
is not enough. We must expand and expand progressively . There 
is such a crying need for an immediate expansion of our nation- 
building departments that to my colleagues, to the honourable members 
of this House, to all those in fact who know and deplore the conditions 
in which the ill-educated, ill-housed, ill-fed and malaria-stricken sons 
of Bengal live tlii^ year’s Budget must l>c as great a disappointment as 
it is to me personally. If this year 1 have to he content to mark time 
it is not through any lack of zeal to be up and doing. This y r ear 
financial stringency precludes our attempting more than we have 
pro]K)sed in these estimates, but let not tin* House suppose that we are 
content to sit idle. I am now engaged in a survey of the possible 
sources of new’ re\enue permitted to provincial governments undei the 
Government of India Act. I anticipate that More the end of the year 
for which 1 have just presented the estimates J shall place before the 
House proposals tor new taxation. (Ah! ah!) 1 consider this step all 
the more necessary now while thanks to the conditions brought about hv 
the hostilities in Europe we in Bengal have with u s at least the 
semblance of prosperity. As I see it we must seize this opportunity to 
develop our resources and to build up reserves against the depression that 
we all tear will follow : we must aim at being in a position to lighten 
the severity oi the inevitable slum]) by undertaking large scale schemes 
of civil works, irrigation and drainage. To-day, however, I would 
prefer not to attempt to forecast what the results of my survey will he. 
It will he sufficient for my purpose to-day if I remind honourable 
mem hers of the House that t ho sources from which we draw our revenues 
are inelastic and offer little or no scope for large or immediate 
expansion at will: we might inciease our revenue by n, 10 or perhaps 
even lakhs by enhancing the rates of our provincial tax acts, such as 
the entertainment tax, the electricity duty, etc., hut the time has come 
when it is essential, if we aie to pursue the programme that we have 
set befoio ourselves, to select one or two fields upon which to 
concentrate and having made that selection to come to you with new 
taxation proposals that will give us th° necessary resources. 

I regret to have to paint such a gloomy picture hut I shall lie failing 
in my duty if I did not remind you that the estimates of expenditure 
now before the House are based on normal pre-war prices and have been 
framed on the assumption that the Provincial Exchequer will not have 
to meet any demands in connection with the war. We must however 
remember that we may he called upon to mevt unexpected demands 
arising out of the war and we shall almost certainly have to face higher 
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prices in many directions. And so I must ask my friends in this House 
and beyond this House not to feel disa ppointed that I have not already 
taken steps to raise newtunds for the nation-building departments but 
to be patient and to have faith in the glorious destiny of our motherland. 

APPENDIX I. 

Summary ot the financial position of tho Qovornmont of Bon|al 
in 1939-40 and 1940-41. 

(Figures arc in thousands.) 


Supple- 
men tan . 


Opening Balance 1,110.01 78,02 

Revenue Receipt*. 12.70.0! 1 .'1,77,711 

Capita) Kempt* 

Receipt* from 16,50,61 21, .’12, 01 

lH'U. Deposits, 

etc. 

Total . . .‘10,00,20 35,88.39 

Expenditure. 

Rewnui Expcn- 12,70,02 1 1,01,50 

diture 

Capital Kxpondi- 1 2,M — 3,0 1 

ture 

Expenditure on 17,01,14 20.41,15 

1 >eht, Deposit*, 
etc. 

Closing Balance 01,01 (jr)85,39 

Total 30 . 09. 20 35.sh.39 


78,02 1*1.01 1,54,88 

13,82,70 1 1,02,70 13,07,28 

21.32,01 15,50,17 13,11,64 


5,00 35,03,30 30,43,88 28,63,80 


14,50 14,70,15 


14,16,57 14,54,23 


4 7,00 20,80,05 14,75,38 13,40,57 


28,20 (y/1,54,8 8 0)72,22 

02,10 35,03,30 30,43,88 28,03,80 


Surplus -f 
Deficit — 

On lit' venue 
Account. 


Surplus t 
D eficit — 

Outside Re- 
venue 
Account. 

Total — 

Surplus 
Deficit— 
Excluding open- 
ing balance. 



(a; J>iie to tlie passage of the Bengal Finance Act. 

(x) Excludes — 

38,33 worth of securities. 

85,00 * vested in^Treewun, Bills. 

(y) Excludes 38,33 worth of securities. 

Includes a short terra loan of 60 lakhs in Treasury Bills repayable in 1(440-41. 
(*) Excludes 38,33 worth of securities. 
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(Figures are io thousands.) 



Revise^, 

1939-40. 

Budget, 

1940-41. 

Increase 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Irrigation 

19,02 

24,91 

.5,89 

General Administration 

1,55,18 

1,57,47 

* 2,29 

Debt Conciliation 

17,50 

23,12 

6,62 

Administration of Justice 

97,80 

1,00,89 

3,03 

Education — General 

1,54,05 

1,50,52 

1,87 

Medical 

55,50 

58,15 

2,59 

Public Health 

41,39 

48,43 

7,04 

Co-operation 

14,38 

15,39 

1,01 

Civil Works 

1,40,31 

1,59,72 

13,41 

Superannuation allowances and 
pensions 

1,03,95 

1,09,40 

5,51 

Extraordinary charges 

7,03 

12,01 

5,58 




53,84 


Mr. 8PEAKER: lust 1« ‘fore the Finance Minister presented the 
Budget lie had presented the Appropriation Accounts, Finance Accounts 
mid Audit Reports thereon for 1938-39. t iider rule lit) of the Bengal 
1 legislature Assembly Procedure Mules, 1 direct the Secretary to cause 
the publication of those Reports and copies of the Accounts and Hearts 
to he made a\uilab]e for use 1>\ the members of this House. Sir Bijov 
Prosad Singh Ro\ will now move his Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill. 


Jute Regulation Ordinance, 1940. 

The Hon ’fol* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Before Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh ltoy moves his Bill, may I have vour permission to lay before the 
Assembly the Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance, 1940, as promulgated 
by the Governor of Bengal under the provisions of section 88(7) of the 
Government of India Act, 1985? 14 

(With Mr. Speaker’s permission this was allowed to be done.) 
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The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provision*) Bill, 

1940. 

The Hon'bl»8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY : Sir, 1 beg to intro- 
duce tlu* Bengal Non-Agrieulfural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Bill, 1!M0. 

The t Seetetar\ then lead the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijox Prasad Singh Rox will now move his 
next motion 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sir. before tin* Revenue 
Minister moxes his Select rouimittee motion 1 beg to opjxwe the intro- 
duction of tin* Bill foi the \er\ simple reason that it is absolutely 
vltui rnt '! of this Legislature to take this step. It militates against 
the liansfer ol Proj>ert\ Act which is a Goxernment of India Act 

Mr. SPEAKER S 1 am afraid the Rill lias alieadx been in fact intro- 
duced. It is mereix a Luma] matter and under the rules lias been 
published m the ( (ilcii Hit (urtift. and as sin li you can only opjm.se it 
at the next st.ioe: that is the piopei sta<*e to oppose it. 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 shall certainly take the 

earliest oppoitunitx to oppose it, beiaijse it is absolutely ultra nrct 
and absolutely illegal Of ionise tlieje is such a thing as the Federal 
Court to which the mattei max be taken, but at the same time I am 
quite convim cd— I have studied ihe Bill xeix caiifullx that it militates 
against an all-India A< t and as -uch I do not think, that you, Sir. as 
Speaker of this Hou-e ought to allow this Bill to be introduced. 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 a U \» r to move 
that ihe Bengal Non-Agi u nit ural Tenancy i Temjtoiarv Provisions) 
Bill. lh4ff. be retemui to a Select roinmittee consisting of - and with 
vour permission, Sir. 1 would like to substitute the name of Mr. Israil 
in place ol Maulvi Mafizuddm Ahmed — 

H i Maulvi Abdul Latif Rjsu.is, 

(sf) Maulvi Uafizuddin ('howdhury, 

<d) Mr. Bunku Behari Mandal, 

(4) Maulvi Muhammad fsrail, 

Sir # Hari SanJsar Paul, 

(6) Mr. G . Morgan, 
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(7) Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra, 

(8 i Mr. V. Banerji, 

r 

(it) Maulvi Abu Hussain Sarkar, 

<J0T Mr. Promatha Ttunjan Thakur, and 

Mi) myself, 

villi institutions to submit their report hv the 2(ith February, 1940, 
and that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I l**g to introduce the 
Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940. which empowers Government 
to make rules providing tor exemption or i emission 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You need not say that now You simply move 
the Bill at this stage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : All right, Sir. I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Finutuc (Amendment) Bill. FMO. 

The Secretary then read the shoit title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 also hog to mo\e that 
the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

This is a Bill, Sir, which empowers (bn eminent to make rules to 
provide for exemption from or remission o 4 the tax impend by the 
Bengal Fi nunce Act, UKUl, without reference to the Legislature. The 
Bengal Finance Act, section 7, as passed b\ the Legislature, provides 
that the Provincial (Jo\ eminent might prescribe the exemption of any 
person or class of persons from the operation of that At t or the remis- 
sion in whole or in part of the tax pax able undei this Act by any 
person or class of persons. The matter w;e fuL\ discussed in this 
House at that time, and l understand the House unanimously passed 
this section. When, how oxer, tin* matter went up to the Council, the 
Council made an alteration in this clause although this was in fact a 
inonex Bill, and they changed the word “prescribed" for the words 
“framed rules subject to the approval of the Provincial legislature.” 
But the matter came back to this House and at that time in order that 
Government might be in a position to levy the tax within the coming 
year, we requested the House to pass it with the amendment proposed 
by the Council, and we gave an assurance to the House at that time 
that we should avail ourselves of the next opportunity to introduce an 
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amendment which would put buck the Bill in exactly the same posi- 
tion as before (Cries of “no, no,” from the Congress benches). I was 
notin charge of the Bill tfcen, but I think I was sitting in the Assembly 
on that occasion. Some honourable member opposite even at that 
time complained \ery s tangly, rightly or wrongly, that the Council 
ought not to have tampered with the provisions of a money Bill when 
it was passed by this House. 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Mas I rise on a point of order? 
Is the Hon’ble Minister entitled to use a language of that kind— “the 
Council liad tanqiered with ’!" The other House is entitled to courtesy 
even from the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawards. 


The HoiTble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am using the words of 
other honourable members of this House. As tor myself I think the 
Cornu il. min 1 it lias seisin of jins Bill, is entitled to do exactly as it 
,de ases. The question was i.iiscd, there was a statement by some 
honourable iuchiIhm and there was an asMiruuee gi\en to this llotiNe. 
It lionotmible members will refer to the (Mlieial Ibqwut of the 5th 
Session. IM'tf). page 7K. the\ will find the following: 

“The llon’ble Mr. Naiim R\nj\n Smikhj. I assure the House that 
I will get it modified in the next session of the Assembly. “ 

That was alter interpellations made b\ Hai llarendra Natli Chaudhuri, 
and befon interpellations l*\ Mr Suremlra Nath Biswas towards the 
end 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; What was the interpella- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You will find it there 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You haw* referred to me. 
BleaM* read out the intcrjicllatioti wliieh T made. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Not nere^arv. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You don t understand the 
interj>ellat ion . You refer to me and mislead the House. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : Wi 11 the Hon hle Minister 
kindly withdraw it because after all Hai Tlarendra Nath Chaudhuri i» 
a public man and the matter is going to be retried? 

Mr. SPEAKER: T*think it is open to liai Jlarendra Nath Chaudhuri 
to reply to it. • 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Honourable members 
will refer to the Assembly proceedings in due course. So far as the 
present motion is concerned, there should not.be any objection in this 
House if the Government decide to carry out the wishes of this House 
on eo more and to make an amendment in a B»ll in accordance with the 
wishes already expressed. I am indeed surprised to find that 
honourable members are interrupting when I place before the House a 
motion to carry out the wishes of this House already expressed on a 
previous occasion. Sir, I need not pursue the matter further. J may 
have to roph to anv amendments which may he moved. But I thought 
that no amendments would be moved and honourable members, keeping 
if 1 may say so the self-respect of the House, intact will accept the 
motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I rise to oppose this motion more 
on grounds of principle than o^ other grounds, which I hojie some other 
honourable members will take up. Of late there has been a tendency 
on the part of Government to take unusual powers under the cloak of 
making rules. This is not merely in this country hut also in other 
■countries. In fact, in an editorial article published in the Statesman 
as early as 28th May, HUM), it was pointed out how this rule making 
power has been really encroaching upon the legitimate privileges of 
the legislature. A new hook, the book of Lord Hew aid. Lord Thief 
Justice of England, on New Despotism” 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Quoting the Statesman ! 

Dr. NALIN AK8HA SAN YAL ! 1 am quoting one of \our ven res- 

pectable journals. 1 am quoting the Jientjal 11 eekhj. 

In that hook he has demonstrated how increasing attempts are made 
by the executive to go out of the control ot the judiciary by virtue 
of such rule making powers. We have had verv bad experience in 
regard to Agricultural Debtor** Act Rules and the To-operative Socie- 
ties Act Rules, lu both these eases the niles are more voluminous 
than the Acts themselves, and in some of these Rules provisions have 
been made which prolmbh could never have been contemplated by the 
pieces of legislation. In recent months we have the experience of 
the Defence of India Aot r Rules which run to more than two hundred 
rect ions whereas the Act itself has not got more than a dozen sec- 
tions. In this manner we are gradually noticing increased power given 
to Government amounting to interference with the due course of law, 
in cases where injustice is likely to be done. That right or privilege 
of having a grievance enquired by Law Tourts is alsy> taken away 
from the public. On this particular occasion there w&s only one 
healthy check to the Government having certain rules by virtue of 
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which they could exempt individuals or organisations from the pay- 
ment of tax at their sweet will. That healthy cheek is now being 
removed. 1 would like* Government to explain what occasion had 
arisen, what was the real difficulty felt in framing these rules, and 
in submitting these rule! to t he scrutiny of the legislature. Govern- 
ment had enough time over this simple piece of legislation and they 
could devise certainly some healthy set of rules for according exemp- 
tions to deserving persons from the payment of these taxes. Instead, 
Government want a blank charter and after the lapse ot so many 
monthf^they come to the Legislature with the proposal that tltex must 
be given full heedom t<* make Mich rules ns they like, that is, to give 
exemptions to persons ot then own choice. We have experience of how 
Government are making their choice in various fields, in the Held of 
nomination of memlrers to Committees, District Hoards, Cnion Boards 
and the like. We have found f ha t tliev have Ihmmi more actuated by 
the sentiment ot patronage than In real interests of the people at their 
heart. We are afraid that il these rule making jK»wer.s are left in the 
hands of the piesent Government, they max similarly utilise the occa- 
sion to distribute then jsitionsige foi obliging |>ersons whom tho\ would 
like to patronise (The Ilon’ble Mi II S. Si Hit \\\ \ui»v : It is not for 
individuals but for classes.) And in devising such classes, surely the 
Ilon’ble f inance Minister, who is also ihe Labour Minister, knows how 
new classes can be < leated and new organisations can be manufactured, 
like the Luboin Welfare Organisations and Youth Wei lure Committees 
ami the like for distributing patronage when he chooses to do so. We 
oppose the motion a> much on the ground of principle as on the ground 
of possible inmiptmn that this privilege max lead to. I trust the 
House will lie fitllv justified in picsMtig its own old position to stand. 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Sir , 1 i ise just to enter 
an emphatic protest against the Hon hie Mi. Suhraw ardx s attempt 
to misquote memlrers of this House and mislead the House deluding 
on his misquotation. Sir, he absolutely misinterpreted the attitude of 
this side of the House when he said that we <>p|*>sed the amendment 
of the Council ou its merits. We op|w»ed the amendment of the Council 
only on constitutional grounds; otherwise the amendment of Ihe 
Council was really a good amendment and deserved every supjrort. 
That amendment ought to have been made bv this House. If we could 
not persuade ourselves or this House to mulce such an amendment the 
Council was within its rights to do so and more so as it related to the 
rule making powers of the Government. 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardx only finds himself in difficulty in coming to 
question tin* merit o^ the amendment made by the Council and just to 
get rid of ?hat difficulty lie tickles the vanity of the members of this 
House. But we should not forget that it is to get the powers for the 
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Government, to deprive the House of its legitimate powers, that he has 
come forward to move this amending Bill. I think, this is the most 
undemocratic amemhnent that can be thoughHof in the present age. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, f oppose the motion of 
Mr. Suhrawardy on grounds other than those advanced by Dr. Sanyal 
and by Mr. Itai Chaudhuri. Sir, when the Bill as was passed by the 
Council came up before the Assembly for consideration it was I who 
alone amongst the Congress members opposed that amendment of the 
Council. I anticipated that Government would begin to realise this 
per capita tax to the injury of main persons, immediately after the 
Bill was passed. In order that some persons who deserved exemption 
might get exemption in time, 1 desired that the Government should 
have kept the powei to frame rules for exemption themselves and not 
allowed time to jmss without then* being am rules. Government did 
not listen to that. Government accepted the amendment made by the 
Council to the effect that rules should be framed hv the Government 
and approved b\ the Legislature. At that time I gave this warning 
that Government would not bring these rules betoic the Legislature, 
and the result would Ik* that many persons deserving of exemption 
would not get exemption. The result I apprehended has come true. 
A few lakhs of ni|H*es have been realised already as has presently been 
intimated to us b\ the llon'ble Mr. Suluauaidv at the time of present- 
ing the Budget. But no exemption has been made and 1 know of many 
cases i[i which exemption would have l>ec’i granted rightly if there 
were reasonable rules for exemption. Mas I ask the llon'ble 
Mr. Suhrawaidy - why did not Government accept my amendment when 
I mo\ed it during tin* last session? If Government did not think it 
right to do so, vvh\ did not Government frame rules and put them 
Indore the Legislature before the\ began to code<t the capita taxes? 
They could frame rules and put them before the House last session, and 
could get those Tides approved by the House We a 1 ! know that what- 
ever rules might In* framed b\ Government would be passed bv the 
House because the majority of the members here are in favour of Gov- 
ernment. Sir. I think Government did not do so ostensibly with the 
object of realising per capita tax from all persons made liable to pay 
the same, without gi\inj* exemption to those who deserved exemption. 

But now. as Dr . Kanval has pointed out. some interested jx'rsons 
who can tiaim the patronayje of Government must have approached the 
Government for framing some rules hastilv so that they may get the 
benefit of exemption, and that is vvhv Government have come up v'ith 
this Bill. I ask the members of this House who opposed my amend- 
ment during the Inst Budget Session — with what face they would sup- 
port the Government to-night when Government have ^ practically 
adopted the same amendment. If they had wisdom to vote down my 
amendment, they should lx* wise again to vote down tins Bill. 
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With these words, Sir, I oppose the Bill. 

M r, ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI : Mr. Speaker. Sir. Before I 
speak on the actual subject before the House, 1 should like to congra- 
tulate the honourable member for the municipalities of the Presidency 
Division for his progress 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a |x>int of order, Sir. Is the 
honourable member entitled to sjx>ak on a in other subject than the one 
before the House? He suys that he is not speaking on this subject. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: I could have answered him but 
as Mr. Speaker, Sii, you must answer all points ot order, l shall not 
encroach ujxin the Shaker's rights. But I feel that the progress of 
the honourable and learned memlrer, from what Mahatma Oundhi culled 
tin* bifurcated garment to the national dhoti has. |H*rhaps, reached the 
cerebral extremit\ also be< ause in talking lo-du\ he and gentlemen 
opposite seem to have losl all sense of propoition and judgment. This 
House knows. Sir. that I am an iimncible opponent ot the uumention- 
abh* plu»<* and, therefore. an\ interterence with the rights of this 
House b\ that uimieni lonabb* place must 1 m» resented lock, stock and 
band Principles nf derma r.n \ and of rights and privileges of legisla- 
t u res hu\e been enum iated before its (o-dav, the sources of wdiose 
insjnration are hatdlv weekold To build \our case on t Iiivhs* and to 
send b\ tin* board established and unnersally recognised principles of 
constitutionalism is something that I have not been able to understand. 
Tho other place shall not interfere wdth decisions that we take especially 
if the\ are on im»ne\ Bills I must oppose everything — good, bad or 
indifferent ~~ 1 h*< ause 1 am in the Opposition, is an attitude which I am 
afraid, will stultify the Opposition Here is a question of a money 
Bill being amended 1>\ others Ooxeinment has mine back to us to 
protect the rights of this House. 1 think it is vet\ undemocratic of 
honourable members opposite to oppose the HorTble Minister in charge 
who is standing up for tin* rights and privileges of this House 

j find that even jaunts of order lone Imen raised on the language he 
has used. Sir, 1 hold that the words “tampering with fin* parlia- 
mentary and the expression ran be used for anv House of Legislature 
if it goes beyond tin* limits that have lieen and should be put upon it. 
((Vies of “question, question!” b\ Mr. Tulsi Chandra (Joswami . ) The 
other place has tampered with the rights of this House \n which we 
have the honour to belong and therefore this tamj>ering with our rights 
and privileges must be brought to an end at once without a moment’s 
delay. I hope members will not take any notice of the arguments 
presented byi the gentlemen opposite because these arguments have no 
legs to stand upon. We are standing up for a definite accepted* and 
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ancient principle of constitutionalism. Those who are opposed to it 
are showing signs neither of any der nentality nor sound 

constitutional practice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I hope there will not 
be any need to move the amendments. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The amendments will come afterwards. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Then 1 will mqve that 
the Bill he taken into consideration. Sir, all that I stated in my open- 
ing remarks was that the assurance that was given bv the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister on that occasion was between interpellations of llai 
TTarendrn Nath Ohaudhuri and Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. I never 
suggested that they were in answer to any interpellations made by 
them, but. Sir, I am not at all wrong in my statement that the Oppo- 
sition did start by objecting to any amendment of a Finance Bill by 
the Upper House (Hni HAhendh\ Xvni ('iurnurKi : Yes on constitu- 
tional grounds') and therefore in vindication of these constitutional 
grounds and the rights of this House I should have thought that the 
Opjxysitinn would carry iheii objections to their logical conclusion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: We aie now dealing with 
the merit in connection with a new Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: l)r Nalinnksha Sanya! 
did start by saying that in the case of a money Bill, the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly must ha\e the last and final sa\ in tin’s connection and 
will not brook any interference with taxation proposals. This is exactly 
what has hapjnmed. There has been interference with the taxation 
proposals of this House and I mereh ask you to take hack 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do Gove rnment accept that posi- 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Bee •a use Government has 
accepted, that is why they have come . 

(Interruption by Dr. Nalinaksha San yah) 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I think I shall only 

request l>r. Sanya! to listen to my speeds. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 
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Tiie motion of the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhra wanly that the Bengal 
Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, l*> taken into consideration was then 
put to the House and a jirision taken with the following result:— 


AYES H. 


AMal Axis, MhIwi Md. 

AMul Hafts, Mr. Mina. 

AMul Hakaam, Mr. 

AMul Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMul Hakim Vikrampuri, **■ 

AMal Hamid Mr. A. M. 

AMul Hamid, Skah. Maulvl. 

AMul Jabba* Maalvi. 

AMal, Wabab Kban, Mr. 

AMalla-al MabmaM, Mr. 

AMer Rahman, Kban BahMar A. F. M. 

A Mar Rahman Siddiqui, Mr. 

AMar Ratcbid MabmoM, Mr. 

AMar Raib«M, Maalvi MS. 

AMar Raaf, Kban Sahib Maalvi I. 

AMar Rant, Kban Bahadur Sbab. 

AMar Raxiak, Maalvi. 

Abdui Shahaad, Maalvi MS. 

Abal Haihim, Maalvi. 

Abal Hatain AhmM, Mr. 

Abal Qaaitm, Maalvi. 

AhmM All Enayttpuri, Kban Bahadur Maalana. 
AhmM Ali Mridha, Maalvi. 

AbmM Hoiain, Mr. 

Allaxuddin AbmM. Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maalvi Md. 

AshrataM, Mr. M. 

A wi ad H attain Kban, Maalvi. 

Axkar Ali, Maalvi. 

Badradduja, Mr. lytd. 

Ball- Mart, Mill f B. 

Birhmyrt. Sir Htary, Bart. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oar, Mr. Anukal Chandra. 

Dm, Rat Sahib KirH Bbaaan. 

Data, Baba Otbandra Hath. 

Id bar, Mr. Dpandraaatb. 

Farhad Rata Ckoadkiry, Mr. M. 

Farbat Baa# Kbanam, Bagam. 

F axial Mad, Haa’Mt Mr. A. K. 

F axial Qaadir, Kfeu Bahadur Maalvi. 

Fastar Rabmaa, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fastar Rabmaa, Mr. (Myaaatlagh). 

Samoa, Mr. I. A. 

SrHBtka, Mr. ft. 

•trvif, Mr. Damftar Siagh. 

HabHmttab, tfta Haa'bM Nawab Bahadur K., at 

Dana. 

Mafttaddia Cbaadbari, Maalvi. 


Hatbam Ali Khan, Khaa Babadar Maalvi. 

Hat am ally damadar, Khaa la bib Maalvi. 

Hawkiagt, Mr. R. 4. 

Hayaoad, Mr. Ragan. 

Ntadry, Mr. David. 

Hirtsai, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 

Itpahaa), Mr. M. A. H. 

Jttimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiraddin Khaa, Khan Babadar Maalvi. 

Kuam Ali Miria, Sabibtada Kaaaa dab lyad* 
Maftiaddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Magaira, Mr. 1. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Babadar MaalvL 
Mandal Mr. Baaka Bihari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Maniraddin A k band, Maalvi. 

Maiad Ali Kban Fanni, Maalvi. 

Millar. Mr. C. 

Mohammad Ail, Khaa Bahadur. 

Mobtin All, Mr. Md. 

Moiltm Ali Mallab, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Altai, Khan Sahib Maalvi |y«d. 
Muhammad Ithagac, Maalvi. 

Mullick, (ht Hon’bia Mr. Mukunda Babary. 

Mullick, Mr. Fulln Btkary. 

Handy, tba Hon’bla Maharaja SritabaMra, at 
Oaaaimhaxar. 

Natarullah, Nawaiiada K. 

Haiimuddia, (hr Man’Wt Kbwaja Sir, K.C.I.I. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiram. 
tahaba Alum, Mr. Syad. 
ftadaroddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Abmad, Hajl. 

Salim, Mr. ft. A. 

Sarkar, ft aka Madhaaudan. 

Sarajul Utam, Mr. 

Skababuddin, Mr. Khuaja, C.ft.l. 

Sbamioddin Abmad Kbaadkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Badu Lltta Manda. 

Stark, Mr, A. F. 

lubrawardy, tba Haft’Ma Mr. H. S. 

Tamixoddin Khaa, tba Han'Wa Mr. 

Walfcar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whttabaad, Mr. R. B. 

Wards wart h, Mr. W. 0. 

Fatal Ali Obaadkary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Ciuodhary, Maalvi, 


Abdul dabbar Fahvaa, Mr. Md. 
AMal Wahad, Maalvi. 

AM HamaJa Sbrhar, Maalvi. 
AM Fad, Mr. Md. 

•aoarft, Mr. F. 

•aaarjm, Dr. lir i i W i ha adra. 
Barws, Baba Pradfarl. 


NOEI — 47. 

Data, Mr. laatcsh Kumar. 
Bbawmifc, Dr. Cabinda Ohaadra. 
BMwaa, Baba Lakthmi Harayaa. 
Blow at, Mr. Itraodra Hath. 


CbatUpadbyay, Mr. Hartpada. 
Obtadkori, Rai Haraodra Rati. 
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Dm, UN fUDMltt. 

DM flupti, Bill KMflNfl Nitfc. 
IMNlI HMM, Kill. 

Diuukkin Akmuk, Mr. 

OMwanil, Mr. Tulil Okkukra. 
Bi^ia, Mr. Nfiik Okaukri. 

Haiaa All Okowkkury, Mr. Iy«l. 
kalau, Mr. 1. 0. 

Jonah All Majamkar, Maalvi. 
Kumar, Mr, AUI Okanira. 

Kuala, Mr. Nlikitka Natk. 

Malti, Mr. Nlkunja lakari. 

MaJI, Mr. AkwaJta Kuaiar. 
Majumkar, Mn. Hamaprova. 

Mai, Mr . Iiwar Okankra. 

Maakal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 


Maakal, Mr. kaiaakra Natk. ^ . 

Maatraxxaaan latamakakl, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maakal Haaaia, Mr. 

Mukktrji, Dr. Ikarat Okankra. 

RamUakkit Akmak, Mr. 

Ray, Ckaakkury, Mr. Biraakra Kiakara. 

Rey, Mr. Okaru Okankra. £ 

Roy, Mr. Makar! Rat I. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 
lanyal, Dr. Nalinaktka. * 

Sanyal, Mr. Baaaaka Sokkar. 

San, Rai Bakalur kofaak Okankra. 
tkamiukkin Akaiak, Mr. M. 
fingha, Baku Kakatra Natk. 

Sur, Mr. Harankra Kumar. 


Thr Ayes luring 9(i and the Noes 47, ihe motion was carried. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Maiti, I am afraid, both your amendments 
Nos. 11 and 13 are, for special reasons, not in order. If a Bill contains 
many provisions, then the omission of one clause might not change the 
character of the Bill. But here in amendment No. 1 1 you want to omit 
clause 2. Therefore it has merely the effect oi a negative vote. Simi- 
larly, in amendment No. 13 you want to make an amendment almost 
-exactly in the same win ; that does not arise. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

-ft V 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to move that 

the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled ic the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed' to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-45 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. or Friday, the 16th 
February. 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions^ the Government of India Act, 1935. 


Till-: A.ssKMun met inttlm Assembly House, raleutta. on Thu? "day, 
tile 10th Febguun, 1?HW. at Mo p.m 


Present. 

Mr. •Speaker <tkc II on Ide Kh.m lluhadui M. Azi/u. 11 \qrK, 
(.1 Y.) in the (’linn, N Hon'ldc MinMels and ‘Jll members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Rise in prices of commodities due to war. 

*13. Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY: in) fs 1 1n IWble 
Minister in charge of tin* fommerce ami Labour Department aware — 

(/) that due to wai the prices td all commodities for everyday tine 
ol ordinary life except agricultural produce and jute* have 
gone up abnormally: and ^ 

iii) that a propaganda is set on iool.hv newspapers and |M«opU in 
trade to keep the prices ot paddy and other food articles 
lower in com pa i i "Oil to the commodities the agriculturists 
have to buy? 

lb) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, what steps does 
the TTon*ble Minister propose to take in the matter of maintaining the 
prices of all agricuNural produce in proport ion to the rise in other com- 
modities necessary toi even day use of life? 

MINISTER in charge ot the COMMERCE and LABOUR and 
FINANCE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): 

m ) u ) Yes. I .itii awone that the prices <»t most ot the commodities 
for everyday use, im hiding agricultural produie, have gone up in 
varying* deg lees, the rise in price being higher in the cam* of those 
commodities which are imported from abroad .*nd which are required 
fui the prosecution oi war. The price ot jute has also arisen consider- 
ably. 

iii) I anf not awafe of any such propaganda. 

(h) Does not* arise. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

please slate if he is aware that the District Magistrate of Bogra is 
trying to fix the maximum price of rice sold* in the town? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY*: I am not aware of it, 
but if he has attempted to do so he was probably justiBed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to the tact 
that llic District Magistrate lias fixed the maximum juice of 'rice, is 
the llon'ble MiniMer aware that this would cause hardships to tie actual 
agriculturists? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, because the price of 
paddy is not controlled at all. If the District Magistrate has 
attempted to fix the price of rice, it must be in regard fco the retail 
price of rice in order to see that tbe middlemen did not profiteer. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJI : I* the Ilon'lde Minister aware that 
this rise in pt iee> is causing great hardships to the wage-earner* and 
labourers? I expert a reply from him as Minister in charge of Labour 
in this connection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 am aware of the tact 

thX^|lie rise in price* has caused some hardship. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoifble Minister please 
state what stejm he has taken to minimize tbe hardships of tho«vrago- 
earner*? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, this question 
hardly arises, but the hon’ble member knows that we have been taking 
steps and I believe that we have undoubtedly been stressful to some 
extent. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Huh ’ hie Minister please 
state whether all the District Committees are functioning properly in 
the matter of the controlling of prices. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Does thi* question arise? 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Yes Sir. it arises in this manner, 
namely, as to what steps (tovern'ment have tr&en in H*e matter of 
controlling prices in the rural areas. (Prompted by Mr. Jogesh 
Chandra Gupta.) 
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Hr. 8PEAKER: Mr. . 1 . (\ Gupta has come to the rescue in the 
nick of time : (Laughlei.) Next question. 

I 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. I wa s <ut my legs to ask a 
supplementing question. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Bui om an* lather late in asking it. 

Percentage of posts held by Muslims and othtr communities in certain 
* oolltttorates. 

•14. Maulvi MO. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the llon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department lx* pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing lor the Ilnkgvgnnj, Faridpur, Ihieca, Mymensingh, 
Tippera, Noakbali and Chittagong collectorates — 

(a) the present number of posts — 

(I) in the Upper Division, and 
{2> in the Lower Division; 

(h) the number of them held by — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christiana, 

(5) Anglo-Indians, and 

(6) other communities; 

(<;) the pay that is drawn at present, by each of them; 

(d) the number of Head Clerks, Superintendents, Shrristadars and 

Nazirs that are in these district offices, district by district; 

and 

(e) how main of them are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

(4) Indian Christians, 
ffD Anglo-Indians, and 
[(•) btber communities? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlw 
Hon’bl. Sir kijoy Prasad Singh Roy: Three statements furnishing the 
information are laid on the Library^ table. 
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Appointment mad 3 under Jute Registration Scheme in Bengal. 


*15. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) \Vill ilie floiTble Minister 
in charge of the Agi iculture Department be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 11 

(i) the total number of — 

(1) Chief Inspectors, 

(2) Inspectors, 

(3) Assistant Inspectors, 

(4) Recorders, and 

(5) Area Copyists, 

appointed under the Jute Registration scheme; 

(it) how many of them are Muslims, to be shown separately, 

district by district; 

(in) the scale of salaries of each class of employees; and 

(iv) the |>eri()d for which they have been employed? 

(b) Will tin* Hnn’hlc Minister be pleased to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of (iovernment to extend the sen ices of any of 
th ph» classes of employees? 

(c) If the uuKwer to (b) is in the affirmative will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state which of these classes of services will l)e 
extended. 

MINI8TER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'ble Mr, Tamizuddin Khan): un (/) to <m) The member is 
referred to the an-wei given to starred question No. S3 b\ Mauhi 
Md. Mo/.iimmel 11 nq on the 19th Decembei , 1939. 

(iv) IVimarv Recorders and Area Copyists have been appointed 
approximately for three months and others for an approximate period 
of four to five months. 

(b) and (c) This depends on (iovernment decision on questions 
which are still under consideration. I cannot give anv definite answer 
at present. 

Condition of river Bhairab in Jessore. 

*16. Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: ori Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of tin* Communications and Works (Irrigation^ 
Department be pleased to state — 

(/) whether the Government have taken any notes of the condition 
of the Rhairab river during the floods of 1^38; and 

(it) what is the reason for non-reopening of this water route? 
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(6) If the answer to (<j) is in the affirmative, will the HonTde* 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the eontemplntion of Govern- 
ment to make a survey |f the water-course of the Bhoirnb between 
Meherpur in the Xadia district and Singia in the T essore district? 

(c) Has any action lften taken umlei the Water-Hyacinth Act to 
keep this course free from water-hyacinth ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischanftra Nandy, of 

Cossimbaiar): o/> Due note was taken ot tli*' cond it ion* prevailing 
in the following j cache'* during 1 1»»> flood ot HI.’ IS: (1) Fttaiupur- 
Meherpiir-Suhalpur, 1‘J) Subulpur to Bejov (hit -now absorbed bv the 
Mat habhaug.i ii'ei), Mi lk*i"v Cut to Tabupui (Kalmdah offtake). (4) 
Hayhatpur to Singia. 

(ii) 1 am afraid that I do not understand the question. If the 
hon’ble member i> thinking of the p< - 1 hi Yi t y «d making tin- river 
na\ i gable. I have to s;jy that no scheme is likely to he technically 
feasible. As leganU improv enient foi the purpose ot increasing the 
spill discharge the ri\ei is miT. - ii nth wide in reaches 1 and v \ nud 
need*' no enlargement of section The real trouble is that, owing to the 
deterioi at ion of the oflt.ike from the (lunges, very little spill supply 
can be brought down to rmirh (]) \s only a limited spill can be drawn 
from the parent river, tin* Mathabhanga, for reaches DJ) and Mi these 
do not require anv enlargement under present conditions. 

(h) A contrmr sui\e\ of the whole of the decadent ana in ('mitral 
Bengal is now' in progress and on its completion it is proposed to draw 
up a comprehensive flushing scheme for thi> aiea If technically 
feasible, improvement of the \. items jeaehes ot the lihaiiah will also be 
provided for in 1 1 1 i - comprehensive flushing scheme, 

(c) I am in fm rued that no'-t of rh<‘ weeds ;n the m\<t Ivtng within 
the Meherpur subdivision of t)o- Nadia district were cb ared by voluntarv 
effort during the Y\ utci -II \ a< mth Week and that it was not necessary 
to have recourse to the ater-Hvaeinth A< I The weeds in the portion 
of the river lying within the de-sore district were cleared by the people 
after notices under the A<1 had hern -rived, and no prosecution was 
necessary. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the IlonTde Minister 
please sUite why is it that he so readily answer* questions relating to 
the rivers in the Presidency Division and makes an inordinate delay 
in answering questions relating to rivers in other division*!? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coetimbazar: 

I may assure fnv frien^ that the delay is not intentional. The greater 
the distance the longer the time it takes to gpt out an answer afttjjr 
local enquiries The paucity of staff is also responsible for the delay.* 
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Abolishing the practioe of granting sectional Muslim holidays. 

*17. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM ^VlKRAMPURI: (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware that 
the practice of sectional Muslim holidays is causing inconveniences and 
hardship both to the officers of the (iovernment and the public? 

(b) li the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of abolishing the practice of granting sectional Muslim 
holidays forthwith and allowing general holidays instead? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 3. SUHRAWARDY: <u> No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please stab* if Government are making enquiiies to ascertain whether 
such holidays arc causing inconvenience to both the officers and the 
public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We expect that if there 
is any grievance or inconvenience, the officers or the members of the 
public will inform Goxernmenl ot those inconveniences 


Mr. MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the lloifble Minister please 
state if he is aware that both the litigant Muhammadan public and 
Muhammadan pleaders and inukfears are bound to attend courts and 
other functions on those sectional holidays and that only Government 
officers arc allowed to enjoy these holidays? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 11 ow are the Muhammadan litigant public bound 
to attend court as you sav? 

Mr. MUHAMMAD I3RAIL: Bound in this sense that if the 
presiding judge or mun.sif happens to Ik* a Hindu he holds the court on 
those days and the Muhammadan public concerned are bound to 
attend for otherwise their cases will be dismissed for default. That 
is why they have to attend if the judges happen to be Hindus, Chris- 
tians or members of other communities. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 3. SUHRAWARDY: ^1 am sqrry, Sir, that 
this is the unfortunate experience of the honourable menfber, becauee 
I understand that in the case of sectional holidays ‘if the presiding 
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officer Htypens to be w Hindu and the l;iw\er happens to be ft Muslim, 
it is the lb variable practice tor him to adjourn the ease. If, however, 
there should happen to be an instance where an officer has struck off 
a cast* it is almost i availably restored on ail application l>e "*K 
Ah I sa\ it is mi loit imam that the honourable member has had a 
different experience 

Silting up of the mouth of khal Kachamatii in Mymensingh. 

*18. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHAUDHURY: (») Will 

the Hon 'hie Minister in ('Imrgo o| the ( 'otmminieations and Works 
Department l>o phrased to stale whether lie is aware— 

(/) that tin* mouth ot the hhnl Kaclmmatia (the junction of the 
Kachanmtia and Hiahmapntra) in the Smlar subdivision of 
the district ot Mwnensingh has silted up and icinains closed 
dunng the gicater poifion of the year; and 
i if ) that both cultivation and public health of that aiea have 
deteriorated ? 

[h) If the answei to (<n is m the affirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister be pleased to “tale wliat steps are in the enniemplat ion of 
(lovernment to make tin Uml navigable throughout the yearJ* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimtoazars 

{in : i ) Yes. 

(n) I have not been able to obtain statists s showing whether there 
has lieen any change in the aiea under initiation oi in the produc- 
tivity of the soil I am informed that jute is grown abundantly in the 
bed of the / ha I and I hut /im.« puddv and rahi crops are grown in the 
chars As regards public health, I have no statistic*, but it has l>een 
reported that there has been deterioration. 

{ h) It is promised to make observations in the khal and its neigh- 
liourhood during the coming flood season with a view* to winking out a 
suitable scheme for improvement. 

Mr. CHARU CHANORA ROY : afsdil mftww COfCa 
f», — ms « W5 f5(*W itfro Vntf, «ln 

Yf«l l|H1 fff f* ? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, ot Cosaimhaiar: 

As I have stfRed I tlihik Tf will be tin- duty of that division to under- 
take to take the, necessary observations. 
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Repairs of breaches in Chetua circuit embankment in the Chataf 
subdivision, Midnaptjra. 

*19. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI^ (a) Will the HoiThle 
Minister in charge of the Communications ami Works Dopaihnent he 
pleased to Mate whether it is a fact that the Government have decided 
to fill up the breaches caused by the recent flood, in Chetua circuit 
embankment in the subdivision of (Hiatal in the district of Midpapore Y 

(b) If the answei to (a) is in the aflit motive, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state-- 

(/) whether he has received an\ petit 'on from the inhabitants of 
the inundated area outside the "<iid cinuit objecting to the 
tilling up of the breaches m .he Chetua circuit embank- 
ment; and 

(//) whether *he Government have considered the question that ; he 
maintenance of the said broken embankment is not in cou’ia- 
venium of the Government s |Mex*nt policy which was 
enunciated by the Minister hi ni - <*il in this yen Houser 

(<•) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to Male — 

(i) how many acres of land lie within the < m nit embankment; and 

(//) how many lines of the land ba\e piodiucd after t ho last flan 1- — 

(1) anuui crops, and 

(2) no crops 't 


The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) The question is now under my consideration. Meanwhile, orders 
have been issued for the partial closure of some of the breaches by means 
of dwaif bunds which will be strong enough to protect the area against 
the entrance of saline water during high tides. 

( b) (/) Yes; and I have received another pressing toi ; he repair of 
the breaches. 

(//) The general policy of Goyernment is to pi event the eci stnictmn 
of new embankments and to abandon old mes gi aduallv without 
endangering human life ‘or exposing crops to such extensive and 
recurring damage as would outweigh the advantages expected from 
abandonment. Whether the maintenance of the embankment refcired 
to would he inconsistent with this policy, is p^rt ot the question now 
under my consideration. 

(c) (i) 86 square miles. 

(it) I am endeavouring to obtain the information desired. 
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Total receipt from forests of Chittagong up to November, 1939. 

*20. Khan Bahadur* MD. ANWARUL AZIW1 <„ Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
state the actual receipt of Government for the \oar 1939-40 up to Nov- 
ember, 1939, from the forest administration of the Chittagong forest 
district ? 

(h) Ts the ITon’hV Minister awaie that certain parts of the Chitta- 
gong district were visited bv a tlood recently? 

(r) Will the ITon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether theie has 
been an\ fall in the revenue receipts of this district for the \ear 1939-10? 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: on IN. 1,29,898. 

(b) Yes 

(c) Theie has been a ia'l of only IN 13 up to the end of November 
as compared with the i <»ne"pnndmu ti t* u i «* oi l'nie"( ReM*nue ol pro- 
Moil" \eai A" M'^.ild" L:ind Rc\enue theie Im- been no |.*ll 

Union Board nominations in the Tangail subdivision. 

*21. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAURA: ««i N the lion hie 

Minister in chaige ol the Local SelM io\ ci nmenl Department awaie- 

(ft that the luion Roald elections in the Tangail s»ihdi \ imoii 
were held in Jannaiv, 1939. and 

(in that names of nominated memheis h:»\** nut \et Ihmmi gazetted? 

(b) li the answer to (✓/ > is hi the allirmatm*, will the llon’lde 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the delnv in publisliing tho 
names ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, 
of Dacca): ut) Yes. 

(b) 'Idle delay has been mainly due to the time taken in consulta- 
tions between the Distrir t Magistrate and the Chairman of the District 
Hoard as regards adequate representation of a^l interests in the nomina- 
tions to be made 1>\ the l)i"»rief Magistrate. The nominations are 
expected to be published in the immediate future. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon' ’bio 
Minister be jd eased t ^ state whether the time taken by the District 
Magistrate and the Chairman of the District Board is not unusual and 
undesirable? . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question does not arise. 

\h“ undesirable I do not understand. 

* f 

Agricultural loans for certain places in Malda. 

*22. Maulvi I DR 18 AHMED MIA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is 
u fact that about 2,000 biyhax of lands in the Duba areas of Bamon- 
golu and Gajole thanas and alx>ut 5,000 hiyhas heel situated in the 
east of Shibganj thana and in the north of Nawahganj thana are lying 
fallow for want of paddy seeds V 

(/>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the Government and Hon’ble Minister 
were requested to .sanction an agricultural loan for the purchase of 
seeds ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of deputing a commission including tbc questioner to 
make an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (e) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will (he Hon hie Minister 
lie pleased to state what is the basis nt lii> answer “no" to questions 
('/) and (c)? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no 
damage, so the answer is ‘‘no”. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he himself has inquired about the subject- 
matter of question i'i) ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, 

through the usual channel. 

% 

Mr. 8UREHDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state from whom did he get the information that so much 
land was not lying fallow? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Tiie Collector 
of the district. 
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Communal proportion of tracers in Dacca Col loot orate. 

•23. Mr. 8. A. SALIM: (a, Will the Hon ’hie Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Dej>artmmit he pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the present number of — 

(i) Muslim; 

(ii) Taste Hindu ; and 
(???) Scheduled Tastes, 

trmeis in the Collectorute of Dacca? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ file Minister he pleased to state whether the 
appointments have been made in accordance with the |x*rrentage fixtsl 
by the Government of Bengal ? 

(o If the answer to ( /> > is ui the negative, will tlie Hon* bin 
Alinistei he pleased to state the leason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) There is only 
one tracer, a Taste Hindu, who was employed long ago. 

<b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Proportion of Muslim and Scheduled Caste District Inspectors and 
Sub- Inspectors of Schools in Bengal. 

*24. Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: on Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kd neat ion Department he pleased to state the present 
number of — 

(?) District Inspectors of Schools; and 
(ii) Sub-Inspectors of Schools; 
m Bengal? 

(b) How many of the District Inspectors of Schools are — 

(?) Muslims; and 
(ii) Scheduled Castes? 

(c) How many of the Sub-Jnspeotors are— 

(?) Muslims; and 

(ii) Scheduled Castes? 

• • 

(d) How* many Sub-Inspectors of Schools have been appointed 
between the 1st* April, 1937, and 31st October, 1939. 
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MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): On u) 27. 

in I 2(17. ** 

(b) (i) 17. 

(it) Nil. 

(c) (i) 152. 

(") 6 . 

(d) ;<9. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: >IT5i?l5 JlDnei'H C*tW CTt"t^ fa, 
f^sf=r $13 Sits (d) Cl rj «» *taa *«n cetOlOP, Jll es HWJ Soheduled 
Castes ^ ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That <|uestion doe*' not ai i'm* \nu have a^ked 
about t 1 m* pcircutupe ot appointment** 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: No, m»i about percentage. «.nl> about 
t lie number. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then I am >om 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : «fC5l C<S) fOUl 

CITWf ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have uotice I 
cannot >a\ off-hand 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(anawert to which were laid on the table) 

“Khaskhamar” system in the 24-Parganas. 

14. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: in) Ts the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department an ate- 

(¥) that there i* a feeling annmgM the people of the 24 -Pa r^anas 
over the que>tion of the khaskhanuir system (i e., forcible 
stacking by the zemindars of crops in their own farm- 
houses) ; 

(ii) that large number ot criminal eases dristf out of fn # prevalence 
of this condition in the district; and 
(ill) that the local authorities inquired into the matter? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) ( tii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hoodie 
Minister be pleased to state whether any report has been received? 

(c) If so, what acting does the llon’hle Minister propose 4o take in 

the matter? M 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: («) (i) It is 

reported that there is a long standing custom in ‘J4I*arguntts that 
]iha<)d(ir$ stack the paddy on kltaskh Umars (i.e., places appointed by 
the zemindars) so that a division can be made under the supervision of 
the zeiwmdur's officers. The paddy is h\ custom reaped, stacked and 
threshed by the hhnf/dnis themselves. 

Some agitation has been made against the system allegin'/ that the 
zemindar s officers force Idun/dars to accept less than their share; but 
it does not appear that the system is generally regarded as unfair. 

<//) No. 

i///) Incidental enquiries were made m the couise oi an enquiry into 
(lie agrarian situation. 

( f> ) Yes. 

if } So long .is the hlttni system continues some torni 01 other of Muts- 
Unhnar will be utrosim So no action sa\c in restraint ol abuses is 
jiossj nit* 


Problem of female education in Chittagong. 

t5. Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: un Will the Ilonl.C Minister 
in ( barge of the Education Depai t ment he pleased to state — 

n whether the Gowniment arc aware ot the difficulty of meeting 
the increasing demand foi female education in tollege in 
the distiict of Chittagong, 

in) what was the number of matriculated girls in Chittagong Centre 
during the last three years; and 

(///i whether the whIwii < f co-education in iol leges iiii> the approval 
of Government ? 

(b) If the answer to (</i (iim is in the afjjrmativo, will the HonTde 
Minister l»e pleased to state whether it is a fact that no girls eoMhl be 
admitted last 'em m the bocal Cuvcri'iucpt College toj want ot 
accommodation ? 

(r) If the answer to (<i) (»rn is in the negative, will the llon’hle 
Minister pleased hi state what scheme the Government contemplate 
for imjmrting separate college education to girls P^ 
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V (d) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of raising 
the status of the local high school (Dr. Khastagir’s) for girls to that 
of a second grade Arts College? 

(e) Hus the Governing Body of the Chittagong College ever moved 
the Government in the matter? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(it) Figures are not loadable, but it is understood that about 100 
iris appeared at the examination in 1939. 

(in) Government does not regard the system of co-eduoatton as 
ideal, but approves of it where better facilities do not exist, provided 
that adequate arrangements are made for the care of girl students. 

(b) During 1939-40 no gill student could be admitted to the first 
year, second year or fourth \ear classes of the Chittagong College and 
only five girls were admitted to the third vear class. 

(c) The outline of a scheme for the development of Women’s 
Education at Chittagong which includes a ladies’ college is undei the 
consideration of Government. 

(d) Yes; along with the scheme referred to in the answer to 
(c) above. 

(a) No. Some years ago a proposal wav submitted by the Com- 
missioner, Chittagong Division; but it bad to be dropped owing to 
certain technical difficulties. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’blo 
Minister l»e pleased to state with reteienee to answer (r) whether this 
scheme includes the proposed female training m liool ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot >a\ . Then* was 
a proposal but 1 Go not know if this scheme includes that I can look 
into the question 

Settlement of old mal jotes in the Western Duars khas mahal, 
ilalpaiguri. 

16. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(a) that in the Western Duars Government khas mahal , district 
Julpaiguri, old mal jotes when resumed or purchased by the 
Government are settled with the chukanulars tinder those 
jotes in .1 r. form lease, i.r., in the lease form contem- 
plated for waste lands settlement although piost of these 
chukanidars were holding their lands since the* annexations 
of the Duars; and 
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(6) that the portions of the rhn leant holdings which has been let 
out to dar-chvkamdars are being directly settled by the 
Government u»th the dar-chukamdars without rtfftumpticii 
or without pa\jing any compensation to the chukanidars? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Old mal joU$ 

resumed or purchased by Government are settled with the existing 
rhukanidars , provided they are cultivating tenants, in \r. form lease, 
which is the only prescribed foim fot settlement of reclaimed Uuu 
lands iu*the locality. 

(b) When it is found that in a lesumed or purchased jotv some lands 
of chvkantdar* are in actual possession of dar-chukantdar* those lands 
are settled with the latter in . Ir. form lease as under the terms of 
their leases the chukanidars are not entitled to sublet and to claim 
any compensation for determination of their leases on account of breach 
of any of the conditions thereof. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whet he? nail /oh - ate waste lands from the time long 
before the annexation of Western Duals bv the British Go\ eminent !' 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes. Some of 

the nm l jntr \ imdude waste lands that existed More the annexation . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie* 
pleased to stale wh\ tlx* nml jntrs are treated as waste lands!' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Not all of them 

are treated as waste lands; onh those which aie aetmilly waste lands 
are treated so 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is aiahip land a waste land!' 

The 'Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is mm arable 

waste land. 


Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: \\ ilf the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state wh\ mal jute lands which were cult urn hie lands before 
are treated, now as waste lands!' 


Mr. 8PEAJCER: That is at erm of nomenclature, I suppose. 

• * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sii 
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Civil suite instituted by Government for realisation of rents in 
Chittagong. 

17. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL 4ziM: Will il.<- Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Departing t he pleased to state the 
number of civil suits filed by Government in the district of Chittagong 
for jealising their dues from tenants instead of filing a ceitificute case 
foi the year ending Chaitra or 1345 B.S. ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: loti. 

Burdwan-Hooghly-Howrah Flushing Scheme. 

18. Mfculvi ABUL QUASEM: ( t ,\ Is the Hon’bie Miuistei in 
charge of the (Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that a public meeting was held at Chiusuia on the “J4tli June, 

1939, in which the desirability <d the intioduct ion of tlie 
JHml wan-Honghly -Howrah Mushing Scheme at an eailx 
date was discussed ; 

[ ii ) that resolutions xveie passed asking tlie Goxernment to 

expedite tlie mattei ; 

(ill) that a deputation ot lepiexentalixo men <>! the distnets of 
Jiooghly, I low »ah and Buidwau wailed on the Hon'ble 
Ministers in charge of Revenue and Communications and 
Works aftei Chinsuiu meeting to pi ess ujniu them the 
necessity of expediting the raining out oi the s< heme into 
execution ; 

(i c) that there exists a tooling amongst the people ol the distihts 
of Hooghly and How i ah oxer the question of the early 
introduction of the scheme, ami 

(r) that the recent floods in the distnets ot Hooghly and Howrah 
haxe made the position woise? 

(b) If the answer to oil is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hie 
Minister he pleased to state what steps the (tux eminent have taken in 
this matter Y 

(c) Do the (iox eminent contemplate amendment ot the Bengal 
Development Act, XVI of 193ft. foi the purpose? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHAN0RA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

<o) Yes. 

(b) A scheme has already been prepared and is now under the 
examination of Government. 

(r) The question whether any amendment is necessary will be 
examined. 
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Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased 
to state when this .scheme is likely to be put into operation? 

The Hon’ble Maharajl SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaxar: 

I am expecting to plaee»this matter before the Assembly in the July 
session in accordance with the Bengal Development Act. 


Service ratio in Chittagong Court of Wards’ Estates* 

19. .Moulana MO. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI : in) Is the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department uware that the 
Wards’ Estates in the district ot Chittagong are divided into two groups 
as North and South Groups? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in tin 1 aflirnmti\e, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
present time the following paiticulars in respect of each of the North 
and South groups of the Chittagong Court of Wards (to be shown 
separately) : — 

(D the number of — 

(1) General Managci, 

{2) Assistant Manager, 

(3) Inspector, 

(4) Head clerks, 

(5) Clerks, excluding head clerks, 

(6) Typists, 

(7) Paid probationers, 

(8) Unpaid probationers, 

(9) Tahsil viuharrirSf 

(10) Tahsil muharrir assistants, 

(11) .4 mini, 

(12) Suit clerks, 

(13) Wards’ pleaders, 

(14) Wards’ viuktears t 

(15) Ammuktears or attorneys-in-p©wer, 

(16) Office peons, 

(17) Chaprasis, 

(18) Orderlies, 

(l^pTahtil peons, and 
(20) Amin's peons; and 
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(tt> the number of — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Buddhists 

amongst each group? 

( c ) Has the service ratio as recently arrived at by the Government 
been introduced in the Chittagong Court of Wards? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) How many appointments under the various heads as enumerated 
in (b) have been made during the last five years after the transfer of 
Mr. K. G. Morshed, i.c.s., the then Additional District Magistrate of 
Chittagong? 

(/) How many of the persons appointed are Muslims? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(It) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

(d) Whether the communal ratio in the public services should apply 
to posts not paid for out of the provincial revenues is under the con- 
sideration of tin* Government. 

(c) Fifty-three in the South Group and eight in the North Group. 

(/) Twenty-two. 


Statement referred to in the reply to claim 1 (6) of unstarred question No. 19. 




South 

North 



Group. 

Group, 

1 . 

General Manager 

1 

1 

2. 

Assistant Manager 

1 

Nil 

3. 

Inspector 

I 

1 

4. 

Head clerk 

1 

1 

5. 

Clerks, excluding head clerks 

13 

11 

6. 

Typist 

1 

1 

7. 

Paid probationers 

Nil 

Nil 

8. 

Unpaid probationers 

Nil 

Nil 

0. 

Tahsil muharrirs 

29 

14 

10. 

Tahsil muharrir . assistants 

1 

2 

11. 

Amins 

. . ' 1 <fcfeaipo- 

1 


rary). 
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South 

North 



Group. 

Group. 

12. 

Suit clerks 

11 

9 

13. 

Wards’ pleaders 

15* 

14* 

14. 

Wards’ muktears _ 

Nil 

Nil 

15. 

Ammuktear8 or attomeys-in -power 

Nil 

Nil 

10. 

Office peons 

5 

4 

17. 

Ohaprasis 

Nil 

Nil 

18. 

Orderlies 

3 

2 

19. 

Tahsil peons 

51 

10 

20. 

Amin* 8 peons 

Nil 

Nil 

1 . 

Hindus 

93 

00 

2. 

Muslims 

38 

10 

3. 

Buddhists 

2 

1 


(Besides this there is one Christian in the South Group.) 

Consequences of suspension of enhancement of rent and abolition of 
transfer fees. 

20. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (//) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department been drawn — 

(i) to losses incurred by the landlords fiom suspension of enhance- 
ment of rent ami abolition of transfer fees under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act as amended up to date; and 

{it) to hardship on the settlement-holders of the Sunderban estates 
caused by enhancement of land revenue b\ even o() percent.? 

{h) If the answer to ( a ) is in the atiirmutive will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what step he proposes to take for the suspension of 
the enhancement of land revenue of the said Sundarhan estates? 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) No case of hardship calling tor such action has been made out 
with regard to these estates. 

Realization of agricultural loans in certain villages in Kurigram 
subdivision, Rangpur/ 

21. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: un Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of fbe Kevenue Department pleased to state whether the 
villagers of Helodanga in police-station Bhniungainari, Kuiigram sub- 
<!ivision. have^ubmitt^l an application to the Su bdivisional Officer, 


*Of the 29 pleaders 11 are common to both the groups. 
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Kurigrani, on the 20th October , 1939 , praying for the extension of tie 
kists of agricultural loan given to them during the last flood time? 

(b) If so, what action, if any, has been taken in the matter? 

(c) if no action has been taken on it as ylt, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of extending the Kists ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that due to late sowing and early flood and by reason of 
unfavourable weather condition, the jute crop of village 
Ilelodanga has been destroyed; and 

(it) that the condition of the people there has been w r orse than 
before ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) No such 
application was received by the Subdivisional Officer, Kurigram. 

(b) and (r) Do not arise. 

(d) Tin* last jute crop was partially damaged by unfavourable 
weather conditions but as the cultivators have got better price for jute 
this year than before their condition has comparatively improved. The 
prospects of a man paddy are favourable. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'lde Minister be pleased 
to let us know the extent of the damage done to the jute crop referred to 
in answer (h)? 

The Hon’ble SIR BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government have definite information that the culti- 
vators of Helodanga got letter price for their jute? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: They certainly 
got a better price. That is our information Hut whether there was 
any variation between one village and another we do not know. 


Imposition of conditions on death anniversary meeting of the Kate 
Desh^ran Birendra Nath Sasmal. 

22. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in rfiarge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state whether conditions, if any, were imposed on the organisers of the 
last death anniversary meeting of the late Dedipran Birendra Nath 
Sasmal at Contai in Miduapore? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state wlmt were those conditions and reasons for 
their imposition? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): {a) Yes. 

(b) The conditions were as follows: — 

“(1) That they will not have any public demonstrations carrying 
revolutionary placards and shouting revolutionary slogans. 

(2) That in the meetings held in this connection there will be no 

anti-Government propaganda direct or indirect. 

(3) That three or four influential members of tin* Committee apart 

from the Secretary would make themselves responsible for 
the proper conduct of them* celebrations.” 

These conditions were imposed in order that advantage might not 
be taken of the occasion for the commission of prejudicial acts under 
the Defence of India Rules. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: \\ ill the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether b\ anti-Government piopaganda he also means anti- 
ministerial propaganda ? 

Mf. SPEAKER I l hilt (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : The language "as \en vague. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: With reference to answer (.?), 
will the Hon’ble MiiiMei he pleased to state who those three or four 
influential gentlemen "ere and whether it is a fact that the> were averse 
to give t hat undertaking? 

Mf. 8PEAKER : \ou have put two questions. You can ask only 
one at a time. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E. \\ ill the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the three or fnurenfluential gentlemen who 
were asked to give that undertaking? 

The Hdtt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice 

Mr. ATUb KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minuter be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that these three or four gentlemen were 
coerced to give their undertaking against their wish? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There can be no question 

about coercion. They were free to give their undertaking or not. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU*. Are t|ese conditions now-a-days 
imposed on every meeting that is held in the province? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The only reply is— is 
that the information of the honourable member that it is done so? Has 
the honourable member found that this is done in every meeting? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under which provision of the Defence of India Rules 
Government is authorised to take undertakings from three or four 
influential gentlemen? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The giving of permission 
is in the discretion of the District Magistrate and if he is satisfied that 
this condition will enable him to give the permission, naturally he has 
got the right of taking that undertaking. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, m\ question h;is not lx‘en 
answered. I beg to submit that there is a definite statement bv the 
Hon’lde Minister that it was taken in order that ‘‘advantage might not 
be taken of the occasion for t lie commission of prejudicial acts under 
the Defence of India Rules ” M\ question was definite. It was under 
which provision of the Defence of India Rules Government was 
authorised to bind three or tour gentlemen to gi\e that undertaking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 11 e lias gi\en the explanation. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Is the Hon hie Minister aware 
that as a result of the conditions being imposed, no anniversary meet- 
ing was held ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Please let ns know what 
slogans are considered to lie revolutionary? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will have to cite a large 
number of slogans which are revolutionary, e.g., ‘‘Down with the 
British Government” is n revolutionary slogan. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Are not the Defence of India 
Rules sufficient to prevent commission of prejudicial acfaf 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Hon-cnforcemen t of India Government Rules regarding classification of 

prisoners. 

23. Mr. B. MUKhJrjI: (ft) Is the HoiTble Minister in charge of 
the Home (Jails) Department aware of the rules framed hv tho Govern - 
ment of India, and published at New Delhi in nn official rmnmunique 
on the 19th February, 1999, with regard to the classification of 
prisoners ? 

(b) If the answer to (<*) is in the nflirmatixe, do the Government 
contemplate introduction of the said rules in Bengal P 

(c) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware — 

(t) that the prisoners when claiming to be classified in higher class- 
es are inquired of in Bengal whether or not they pay any 
income-tax, or at least whether or not they draw a good 
monthly income; and 

(it) that such inquiries are not required in the Government of India 
rules ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) This ha* alreadv been done. 

(r) (i) Information is required as to income ot the prisoner or his 
father or guardian. 

(«) Yes. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will tlie Double Minister be pleased 
to state why difference is made between rules that are flamed !>\ the 
Government of India and those made hv the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think there is 
any difference between the two mles. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (e) (i), will 
the Hon’ble Minuter lx* pleased to state whether he suggests that a 
prisoner however enlightened or cultured he may )>e is rot entitled 
to the amenities of the higher class simplv Wause he had not a 
standard income laid down b\ the Government? 

Mr. 8PE4KER: 'tyat does not arise here. That is a matter of 
Argument. He has given an answer and whether that is right or wrong 
is a different matter. 
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Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for classifying the Daspur prisoners as 
B Division prisoners ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Imposition and realisation of education oess in Jalpaiguri district. 

24. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 CIH»TA: (n> Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state — 

(?) the date on and from which the Primary Education Cess has 
been imposed in the Jalpaiguri district; 

(n) the date when that order has been communicated to the Deputy 
Commissioner; and 

(m) the date when the assessment of the cess was actually com- 
pleted? 

(h) Ts the Ilon’ble Minister aware that interest is being charged on 
arrear of cess which fell due in September hist of this year? 

(r^ Is the Ilon’ble Minister also aware — 

(/) that the opinions of the Union Boards were sought for before 
the introduction of this cess; 

(??) that when in the last meeting of the Union Board Presidents of 
the district the question of levying of this cess was raised, 
the consensus of opinion expressed was against the proposal; 
and 

07/ ) tli at- in their meetings held on the 7th September, 1939, the 
District Board by a majority only two out of twenty mem- 
bers dissenting, and the District Schools Board unanimously 
passed resolutions recommending postponement of the 
realisation of the education cess for two years? 

(d) If the answer to ( c ) ( Hi ) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of postponing the realisation of 
this cess for at least two, years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: bit (?) 1st Baisakh, 1346 

B.S. (15th April, 1939). 

(ii) 9th May, 1939. 

(m) The demand notices under section 31 of fiengal Acf YII of 1930 
were served on all proprietors of estates by the end of July, 1939, 
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(b) Interest is being charged on arrears of cess for the kiit ending 
28tb September, 1939. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

Military College in Bengal. 

25. Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: to' Is the I Ion 'hie Prime* 
Minister in charge of the Ed neat ion Department aware— 

(*) that there is no facility for military training in anv college 
within the Province of Bengal ; and 

00 fhat there is a demand of such a college in the Province? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the llon’lde Minister 
considering the desirability of starting a Military Training College in 
the Province in near future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU<?: The member is referred to 
the reply given to a similar stalled question No 102, hy Maulvi Serajul 
Islam, on the 19th I)ee(*mher, 1939. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the llon hle Minister he 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal would requite I lie samdioii 
of the Government of India for slatting a Military Training College 
in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T he question of military 

training is essentially a Contra) subject and in matters of detail, at any 
rate, the concurrence of the Central Government is necessary, 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon* hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Provincial Government propose to move 
the Government of India to get their concurrence and to give necessary 
facilities for establishing a Military Training College in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no proposal of 
that kind at the present moment. • 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, this question (No. 25) was sent 
for answer in the last session ami the answer has been given in the 
present session ! 


Mr. SPEAKER. Yes; that is so. 
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Scheduled Caste candidates in the panel for educational services. 

26. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pissed to state whether the 
Government maintain any panel of candidates for educational services 
in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the afhilriative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many of the candidates are from the 
Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The Director of Public 
Instruction maintains a panel of candidates approved for appointment 
as English teachers and Sub-1 inspectors of Schools. 

( b ) Four. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: UfUst 1 19 C*TH C? 

ent srft Iter Wfl favfrtSt 

5T| far* vv ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Appointments are made 
from out of the list of the panel. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: (c) (n) CB *3 WW 

fticv, evtw c*t*i xx* fa v a W4 

mm *ttw Pw v iwci ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That depends on vacancies, 
1 cannot say. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: fa*1 *tfv ftstll *fa *t*. CftTCC* 

ff?ti fawpn t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May have been, I do not 
know. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the service’s ratio is observed by the authori- 
ties in making appointments? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too general a question, so it does not arise. 

i * , 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Sir. I submit that it does arise a s 
there are still four persons 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I ,,uite understand your point, but I am afraid that 
to answer that question it w.31 be necessary to answer to the question 
as to how the panel is constituted. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHab KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the panel is o|>en tc revision every \ ear Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not know, but 1 think 

it is periodically examined and some changes are made. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I pave notice of 
an adjournment motion and you have kindh jriven vour consent. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 <ra\e my notice earlier so I 
think my motion should be taken up first, though Mr. Mazumdar stood 
up first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ha ve no control o\er anylnidy's legs. After all 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdai is a uiunger man still ! (Laughter.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 bejr to move that 
the business of this House 


Mr. 8PEAKER: One moment Mr. Dutta Mazumdur. I want to be 
satisfied on one point, that is, h.i\o urn j/ot an\ other instame besides 
what you have mentioned ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have mentioned 
two names and several other persons on whom orders were sened on 
the 14th instant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ITow lon^ has it been on— I mean if it is ft 

repressive policy, has this policy Wn recent^v started f 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, this policy has lsen 
recently started and is still continuing and it is comiujr in different 
ways ; the incidents on the 14th instant have absolutely burst upon the 
cititeens of Qilcutta as a surprise. All of a sudden a hu^e wave of 
repression has started which is still continuing. I have mentioned the 
date of occurrence in the body of the resolution. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: My difficulty is this: here there are certain cases 
mentioned, namely, cases of Mozaffar Ahmed, Somenath Lahiri and 
several oilier persons and you say that they have been under extern- 
ment under rule 26 of the Defence of India {Rules. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Over 12 orders were 
passed on the same day. The men served with these orders have been 
externed summarily from Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghlv, Asansol subdivi- 
sion of the Rurdwan district and 24-Parganas, and ordered to leave their 
places of residence within 24 hours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What evidence have you got to show that? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I possess here a 
sample copy of the large number of orders which have been served. 
It is under the seal of the Government of Bengal signed hv the Secre- 
tary to the Government of Bengal and also the (’ominiss.oner of Police. 

(The sample eop\ was submitted to the Ilon’hle Speaker.) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The facts I have stated 
and the copy I am showing you will reveal the amazing and extra- 
ordinary nature of these orders. 

The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on a point of order. 
I feel, Sir, that it is only fair to Mr. Bunerjee that he should have pre- 
cedence over this. Sir, \ou have ruled that any motion that is given 
notice of after 11 will not lie taken up that day Therefore, it is only 
fair that the person who has given notice after 11 before 3 of that day 
should have precedence over one that comes to-day. From the Govern- 
ment point of view the reason is that we have previous* notice of that one 
and wo are in a jmsition to take it up. This one might have been sent, 
but I have not seen the notice of the motion yet. 

Mr. 8HIBNATH BANEAJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank the 
Hon’ hie Minister, hut 1 do not want to claim precedence, and if 
Mr. Mazumdar's motion is ruled out, I shall take my chance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as the notice is concerned, it was received 
yesterday evening at 5-3.0. Therefore, Mr. Mazumdar gave it before 
12 o'clock to-day. This notice was sent in the usual course to the 
department, but 1 do not know if thereafter there was another motion 
given notice of yesterday. My difficulty is, suppose Mr. Banerjee had 
not stood up at all — 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In that case, Sir, 

naturally you would take the other one. 
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Ilf. SPEAKER: Rut I did not notice Mr. Bauerjee standing up at 
all. He jumped up all of a sudden. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BAN!fRJEE: I did stand up, hut J chose to ait 
down. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Muzumdur, ha\e you got anything further to 
say ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is there any points, Sir, 
on which you have doubts, and you would like me to elaborate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am at raid youi motion is not in order on the 
ground that you have combined two definite issues, namely, one is a 
question of restraint, and anothei ,s a question of externment. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, orders have been 
served, which are restraint and externment orders at tin* same time. 
It ]>ersons aie restrained from residing at their ordinary [daces of resi- 
dence and carrying on theii normal activities, it is undoubtedly an 
externment order with severe restraints and restrictions attached to it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would 1 »e prepared to consider the case so far as 
repressive ]K>licy is eoncerned. Rut you know “repressive jKiliey*' is 
too general a teim and there have been several instances in the (Vntral 
Legislature where merely by saving repressive jKiliey, it has not been 
found in order as a single issue. Therefore, I will have to try and 
find out whether you are taking a common basis for a specific issue. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, here it is a definite 
matter, namely, orders of externment and restraint. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Two definite matters. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The same order result- 
ing in both these effects, namely, restraint and externment which 
amount to repression on the [arsons on whom these orders have been 
served. It also raises a very inqsirtant [joint of principle regarding 
the question of the use of the powers under the Defence Ordinances. 
I submit, Sir, if any injury has got more than one adverse effect on 
the aggrieved person, it cannot l>e looked at as if definiteness were 
lacking, several matters were involved, and therefore it could be ruled 
out. I submit, Sir, that these orders are a definite matter, and have 
resulted in several effects on the persons concerned, which are tanta- 
mount to repression of a very severe type. As a consequence of one 
definite matter repression has resulted not in one but in several respects. 
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The men have been ordered an the first place not to reside in theiir 
ordinary places of residence; this is a restraint* order m effect. They 
have been ordered not to enter certain areas; here it is in effect an 
externmont order. Moreover, there has beeii no provision whatsoever 
made for the expenses or other means for thesf men to leave their places 
or for their living elsewhere. Here, Sir, it is a sort of economic 
blockade and penalizing them without any rhyme or reason; so that. 
Sir, you find that not only one but several effects have resulted from 
these orders leading on to repression over these persons. I, therefore, 
submit that is a very definite matter; this matter is of recent occurrence 
and arises out of a particular order which has resulted in all these 
effects, and as such, Sir, it satisfies all the points on which an adjourn- 
ment motion could be brought before this House. I submit on these 
considerations, you will be pleased to rule that this motion is perfectly 
in order, and one which deserves the attention of this House, because, 
very grave matters of principle and the policy of Government are 
involved. Sir, you have made a practice often of asking on sucli occa- 
sions as to what i>oint of principle is involved. Here, Sir, beyond 
satisfying all the points for an adjournment motion, it also raises very 
grave issues in principle which deserve tie* attention of this House, 
and as such \ou will be pleased to admit m\ motion 


Dr. NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may 1 put in one 
word in this eonneetion? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, I cannot allow a n s debate on this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ii is a point of order, Sir, that is 
why I want to draw your attention. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : It i> better that I hear Mi. Sibnath Banerjee first. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I take it, Sii, that I shall have 
a hearing before you give your ruling? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

Mr. SIBNATH BANtRJEE: Sir. 1 entirely agree with my friend 
who has just now sat, but in the wording of my adjournment motion 
that difficulty does not arise. 1 have definitely said order of extern- 
ment. I have not added the word “restraint’', though inevitably the 
result has been re>tiaint. I hs»\e onH stated order of externment ; «o 
the technical ground on which detection has bee if raised (foes not stand 
in my case. Therefore, I hope you wH hold that it is in order. 
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Mf. SPEAKERS May I have the oopy of the notice P 

(The copy was submitted to the Hon'ble Speaker.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lour Instruction is that orders were passed on the 

14th. I 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Orders were passed on the 12th but 
were served on the 14th. That is all with which we are eoneerned. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazim udd in, have \ou got anything to say 
on this point? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit, Sir, there is 
no justification for stating- that there has been a repressive policy of 
the Government of Bengal 

Mr. SPEAKER. Forget that tot the tune being. But what have 
you got to say with regard to Mr. Banerjee’s point? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as fur 
Mr. Banerjee is concerned, 1 again maintain that the mere fact that 
certain orders have lieen passed on a number of persons does not entitle 
an adjournment motion. For any action taken according to law, unless 
there is something that is out of the ot dinar \ then* is no justification 
foi an adjournment motion. If a number of actions on these lines had 
lieen taken, then. Sir, there would be something. When it is taken 
in a number of cases, then it can be made out that then* is a case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I ho pe, \ou are not supplying arguments for the 
other side. (Laughter.) 

Tim Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the men* fact that 
OTder has been passed on a number of jiersons does not show* that there 
is anything out of the ordinary. It can be discussed later on when the 
budget discussion commences. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, you wanted to give me an 
opportunity to speak 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. This *\ a tight which in future I 
will not allow because otherwise it will lengthen the process. ] ain 
quite prepared to hear from any of the leader of the parties other than 
members. I hope. Dr. Sanya 1 , \ou will realise the jxedtion. 

Dr. NALIJfAK8HA«8ANYAL: I hojie you will allow some advo- 
cates to argue on .this ]*)int. (Laughter.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Nanyal, it is contempt of court to practise 
without being a* lawyer. (Laughter.) 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I oply wanted to draw atten- 
tion to the actual section of the rule referred to in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons in Mr. Niharendu Dutta Majumdar’# notice. It 
relates to section 20 (12) which is a comprehensive section empowering 
Government as much to extern some one as to restrain others. It is 
one issue — the issue of that order by virtue of that particular section 
of the rules. That is why although there may be 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is the jH>inl which Mr. Dutta Majumdar has 
argued. Do you mean to say that without being a barrister you will 
argue it letter? (Laughter.) At least vou can take it from me that 
that is an important point. Hut unfortunately I do not agree with 
Mr. Dutta Majumdar as to his motion being in order. It is termed in 
such a general wav that it cannot be taken as a specific matter. Re- 
pressive policy is something more than mere externment. T do not 
know*, so far as the facts are concerned, into wdiat a debate on the 
repressive ]xdicy might develop. Therefore by allowing a debate on 
an adjournment motion on the repressive policy it is not desirable for 
me to open out a flood-gate of questions which might mean anything. 
It might mean restrictions under the Defence of India Act and every 
other Act which Government plight have enacted or intend to enact. 
Therefore I hold that this motion is not in older. 

As regards Mr. Nibnath Hanerjeo, I take it that Mi. Banerjee’s 
point is that these ordei.s were passed on 12 j>erson,s at a time, and that 
it is a mutter of urgent public importance in view of the fact that the 
orders were* passed by virtue of the authority given to Government by 
the same lnw\ I hold this motion is in order. I will now read the 
statement before the House : “The Government of Bengal in exercise 
of the power conferred by sub-ride (t?) of rub* V:f> of the Defence of 
India Rules, read with clause (c) of sub-rule (1/) of that rule served 
orders on 14th February, HMD, on 12 Congress and Trade Union and 
Peasant Leaders to leave Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghlv, 2^-Parganas and 
Asansol subdivision of Burdwan district within 24 hours. This order is 
a serious encroachment on civil liberties of citizens and political 
workers and is causing g?eat hardship to the persons concerned and also 
to the public in general and workers and peasants in particular’*. 

This motion being in order I have now to ask if there is any objec- 
tion to its being taken ns an adjournment motion. 


Tht Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir HAZIMUDDIN: I object. Sir. 
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iif« SPEAKER: If objection it taken, I shall ask those members 
who are in support of the motion to rise in their seats. 

(Some members rose ui their seats and on a count being taken it 
was found that more tliaji the requisite mi miter had risen.) 

Mr. Kfcw&ja SHAHABUDDIN: May I submit one tiling, Sir, 
before xou fix a time? I just want to point out that on a previous 
occasion it was stressed by the Opposition that on a puitieulur <fuy 
which was a non-official day, they did not like to take up an adjourn- 
ment motion and did not like to utilise that particular non-official day 
for the discussion of an adjournment motion. Now, if this adjourn- 
ment motion is taken up to-day which is a non-official day, the Opposi- 
tion should in future he debarred from putting forward their old 
argument that adjournment motion should not he taken up on a non- 
official day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Purliamentan Sene tan is technical 1\ 
correct. But we ha\e since changed the rules. Formerly the power 
of fixing non-official days rested with the tiovermneiit and during n 
whole session we could not get more than one or two non-otlieial davs. 
But now we have got once a week. Sn the argument t if Mr. Slmhahud- 
din falls to the ground. In an\ ease an adjournment motion ordinnrih 
should be taken up on the ver\ day, but in exceptional cases the 
Speaker can exercise his discretion, but before doinu so be must look 
to the convenience of both sides In iuture the policy I am going to 
adopt is this. It is quite possible that I ma\ thmk it not desirable 
to fix the same day tor the adjournment motion hut another day and 
I think it will be ultimately inconvenient to both sides it I do not 
exercise that discretion. Subject if* my keeping control over the 
question, the normal procedure for fixing a date should he that the 
partly should tn to come to an agreement on the point, and if tlie\ do 
so I will have no objection. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : May I submit. Sn, that I do not 
want to raise any objection? I just want to point this out so that it 
may be on record that those who always claim to l>c anxious that no 
encroachment should be made on non-official days are to-day themselves 
encroaching upon non-official day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary would be well advised to advise the Minister 
concerned 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oder, order. That is all irrelevant. I fix 6-20 
p.m., that is, ifter the prayer interval, as the time for taking up the 
adjournment motion. 
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Babu KHACENDRA NATH OAS GUPTA: Sir, I gave notice of 

. . ♦ 
a motion 

Mr# 8PEAKER : Before the proceeding*^ commence, I am afraid 
I have to refer to two matters which are of a very unpleasant nature — 
one particularly unpleasant and the other equally so. Yqjterday my 
attention was drawn to a statement which was issued by a member of 
the House, Khan Bahadur JIashem Ali. He sent a statement to the 
press about the minimum price ot jute. I have nothing to 
say about the contents, but there is one thing in the statement 
which is not in consonance with parliamentary procedure wherein 
he has said that he will move an adjournment motion in the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly on the loth February, that is, on the 

day of the first meeting of the House, about the fixing ot minimum 
price of jute. 1 will give this direction to every one that it is not 
in consonance with parliamentary practice for anybody to give infor- 
mation to the press that he will move a certain thing on a certain day 
when it does not lie with him at all to admit such a motion. It is 
after the admission of a motion that such statement as he wishes to 

make cun be made, but I had hoped that there would not be even a 

statement of that nature lieeause parliamentary convention requires 
that these facts should be kept within the House as far as possible. 

I am not sure if these facts are known to the members but I give this 
warning to Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan that b\ this statement 
he has done an injustice to this House. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Shall 1 be in order to say, Sir, 
in this connection that I intend to gi\e notice ot an adjournment 
motion Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared to answer a hypothetical 
question. So far as this is concerned I would say that the adjournment 
motion would not be in order and Mr. Basu, an astute lawyer as he is, 
knows perfectly well what the answer would be. 

The second case* that I want to mention is of a very serious nature 
and I would certainly draw the attention of the llon’ble the Leader of 
the House to the facts of the case. For the time being I will not 
mention the name because it is not desirable that in a matter 
like this I should disgrace him before the House, but I am 
referring to five fait that a member of his party gave notice of 
a certain resolution. That resolution was printed in a private press, 
and it wanted a certain committee to be appointed consisting of a suit- 
able number of persons. Now the House will realise that this resolution 

•The member oonoerned subeequenUy sent a letter to Mr. Speaker expressing hit 
regret and offering apology. Mr. Speaker, therefore, treated the matter as closed. 
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is absolutely vapue in its terms anil as such can never lie allotted in 
any House. So that motion of the resolution was natumUy disallowed. 
That member of his party then poes and writes this letter, which I 
wish to read publicly iu ordei to bring home to him the unparlia- 
mentary nature of his own conduct. “It has licen my experience 1 * l 
lie writes “that questions and resolutions sent by me which might put 
the Government to some inconvenience'*— and this proceeds from a 
member of his own party, mind you — “arc as a rule disallowed in ft 
summary manner without assigning un\ reason ! As a membei of the 
Legislature I feel a strong sense of injustice done to me that during 
the last session questions disallowed in the Assembly were ullowed 
cent, per cent, in the 1 pper House, h\ the President, who owes no 
allegiance to the paity in power.’* Well, the implication is bad enough. 
Whether the President should allow a certain resolution or n motion 
or not, is his function and is none of m\ concern, and 1 would be the 
last person to lie dictated by any principle which may lie followed in 
any place outside this House itself. 1 am here to protect ami vindicate 
the rights of this House and build up a convention. If a convention 
which is not in accordance with t lie principles which I hold dear am! 
desirable are accepted elsewhere, it is not my fault. If the member 
thinks that he is not satisfied it is for him to bring this matter up by 
tabling a suitable motion in this House. I have carefulh enquired 
into the matter. He gave notice of -{ questions — one was allowed and 
another question covers 5 typewritten pages and is more of an indict- 
ment paper than a question. An\ member ought to know before lie 
writes letters of this nature that when be goes to the length of giu.ig 
notice of a question which runs into 5 typewritten jmges, it goes to a 
length which is not admissible under the rules. 

And secondly, it is moie or less in the nature ot a cioss- examination 
of the conduct of the Government of Bengal and the Government of 
India And several commercial concerns. Well, that is No. 1, and the 
House will see that if T have to allow su< h a question l should have 
1o open the question to a length that I am debarred from doing under 
the rules. 

Now. I come to No. ti. This is a mattei in whuh a (io\ernment 
officer applied for the grant of a gun li<ence. I will not mention his 
name, nor the district, but the question was “Is it a fact that Mr. so 
and so and Mr. so and so did apply separately to the District Magistrate 
for a gun licence, whether any police enquiry was made in one case and 
not in the other and whether the gun licence was granted one for 
British India as a whole and another for Bengal only. If the legisla- 
ture is to enquire into the exercise of a right which is vested in the 
District Magi^rate by £tatute, by means of a question like this, then 
I am afraid Uat it is a matter which is not in order. In any caae 
even ff I accept for the time being that the contention of the member 
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may be perfectly right, yet the remedy lies elsewhere. May I therefore 
draw the attention of the Leader of the House to this statement and 
let him know that unless I am told by Monday what steps he proposes 
to take in the matter, then I am afraid I shall have to refer it to the 
Committee of Privileges. ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far as I am 

Concerned, I have not the slightest idea or knowledge of what has taken 
place 

Mr. 9PEAKER: Well, I will send you the papers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The statement you have 
made, Sir, makes it perfectly clear that that member is not amenable 
to discipline. He has attacked even body and therefore it is rather 
doubtful whether he is a loyal member of the party to which 1 belong. 
Now, Sir, 1 do not want to say anything at the present moment, but 
I may tell you that I do not know who the member is. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir. this side of the House is 
in complete accord with the sentiments express'd by \ou in your 
observations and I am sure that members of the Congress Part\ and 
those who are working with them will never he nor have they evei 
been guilty of such conduct which you have revealed befoie tins House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: To the latter portion of 
the sentence l object, because it is a reflection on the other parties. 
What I want to make clear is this that there may be luid sheep in every 
flock. You may not have such men to-day hut you may have some such 
body to-morrow in your ranks. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am only stating a historical 
fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This is not a historical 
fact. 

Messages from the Council. 

The Secretary then read the following messages received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council, namely: — 

(1) That the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939, 
was passed by the Bengal Legislative Council with amend- 
ments at its meeting held on fhe 19th January, 1940, 
and that the concurrence of the Assembly* be asked to the 
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amendments made in the Bill by the Council. (The Bill 
showing 1 the amendments in loco has been ’ placed on the- 
table.) 

(2) That the Bengal itfoney-lenders Bill, 1939, was passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council with amendments at its meeting 
held on the 19th January, 1940, and thut the concurrence 
of the Assembly be asked to the amendments made in the 
Bill by the Council. 

(The Bill showing the amendments in loco has been plait'd on the 
table). 

NON-OFFICIAL BILL. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill f 1939. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of : — 

tl) The Ilon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, 

(3) Mr. K. Xooruddin, 

(4) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(b) Mi. Syed Jalaluddin llasherm, 

((>) Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, 

(7) Dr. Xalimiksha Sanval, 

(8) Mi. Xiharendu Dutta Mazumdar, 

(9) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(10) Maharaja Kashi Kanta Aehaiyui (’houdhurv ot Muktagacha, 

Mymensingh. and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 7th March, 1940, and 
that the quorum of the Seleit Committee he fixed at five. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this motion I shall start with a 
short history of the very small measure that I projiose to refer to the 
Select Committee. This Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill which 
I invite the House to adopt aims at the amendment of only 
one section, gamely potion 18, of the Bengal Municipal Act. It 
is not a comprehensive measure for the amendment of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. Its purpose is simply to remove an age old grievance 
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of the original inhabitants of some riparian municipalities in 
the industrial areas of Bengal. Sir, the Bill was introduced so far 
back as in September, 1JOT. In October, 1937, I believe, it was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette. Since /;hen it was before the 
public but I had no opportunity to move for the second reading of the 
Bill till 1939. I moved for the second reading of the Bill, viz., 
for the consideration of the Bill, on the 23rd March, 1939, i.e ' 
about one and a half year after the introduction of the Bill I had an 
opportunity to move for the consideration of the Bill. At 

that time, Sir, a member from the Government paity moved for the 
circulation of the Bill tor eliciting public opinion thereon bv the 31st 
December, 1939. The Bill was thus effectively kept out of this House 
for about nine months. That, Sir, has not weakened in any way 
my position. On the contrary, the opinions that have been collected 
go to show that my Bill lias a very large, wide, and, I may venture 
even to say, overwhelming public support. I, therefore, anticipated 
that this Government professing to be a democratic Government, 
would take due notice of the opinions expressed in favour oi the 
Bill and would either support my Bill or would adopt it as their 
OWI1, H«t to my surprise 1 find that the Government is going to move 
allot her dilatory motion just to put a stop to the consideration 
of the Bill for another year, for I find that the Hon ’hie Nawah Bahadur 
ot Dacca proposes to move that the Bill he recirculated for the 
purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon h\ the 31st December, 
1940. Now’, Sir, the Bill was once circulated, circulated for a 
long time, and a fairly large body of opinions has been collected. 
The opinions as 1 have said go to show that the Bill has a large 
support in the country and \ct the Nawab Bahadur comes forward to 
move 2A years after the introduction of the Bill that the Bill he 
again circulated for flu* purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon 
by the 31st December, 1940, i.e , for another year. This is, Sir. 
nothing hut a piece of ohstructne tactics. 1 did not anticipate that 
the lion hit* Nawah Bahadur would go so far as to adopt this 
attitude with regard to a Bill that has found favour in the country. 

Now, Sir, l do not know what point the Hon'hle Nawah Bahadur is 
going to make for the motion of recirculation. But let me analyse 
the opinions that have already been collected. It will be seen from 
the collection of opinion^ that al»out 82 opinions have been gathered. 

Of these 44 are opinions of municipal bodies including of course 
the opinion of some of the Commissioner of the Bhatpara Municipality, 

12 are opinions of public bodies other than municipalities, and 26 are 
opinions of officials, i.e., District Magistrates and Divisional Coinznis* 
sioners. Of the 44 municipalities that have expressed their 
opinions, 23 have definitely approved of my Bill, 16 haVe stated that 
they have no objection to the proposed measure anti only 6 have 
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disapproved of the Bill. Of the 12 other public bodies that have 
expressed their opinion 10 are definitely in my favour and only 2 
have disapproved of thi* measure. So far as the official opinions are 
concerned, Sir, I find jthere is even something 1 to encourage me. 
Of the 26 officials that have expressed their opinions, as many as 
12 have approved of my Bill. One more has given a qualified 
approval, one has chosen to express no opinion and only 12 have 
disapproved of this Bill. In other words 1 may count half of the 
official opinions in mv favour. So, I think, 1 can conclude that 
this Bill h as been overwhelmingly supported b\ non-official opinion, 
end so far as official opinion is concerned much of it has not gone 
against my Bill. That is the position after nine months of circulation, 
Sir. The Ilon’hle Nawab Bahadui should have taken care to under- 
stand the position and should have in all fairness refrained from 
tabling another motion for circulation whcn»b\ he proposes 
effectively to put a stop to the consideration of the Bill for a further 
period of one year. Now. Sir. 1 am not in a position to anticipate 
exactly the points the Nawah Bahadur will urge in support of his 
motion for recirculation, but if the Xawuh Bahadui makes any 
such point that the Bill is only a short measure, piecemeal attempt 
to amend only one section of tin* Bengal Municipal Act, and that In* 
contemplates to bring forward a comprehensive measure for the amend- 
ment of the Bengal Municipal Act, then all that I can say 

is that he is welcome to bring forward his Bill at any stage he like'*. 

His Government ought to have been prepared to bring forward su< h 
a Bill h\ this time, and it for any reason lie is ‘'till unprepared, he 
cannot expect others to wait unduly. My Bill i*' before the House 

f oi more than two and half years. let w»- do not know what pro- 

gramme Government hau* for the amendment of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. The onlv Municipal (Amendment) Bill was placed 
before the members of this House or rather was given notice of by the 
Government when the department was in charge of Mr. Syed Nausher 
Ali. But that Bill did not think of amending this section, or at least 
that part of section 18 which im Bill proposes to amend. We can, 
therefore, very well say that even at the begining of 1940, we do not 
know of the Government idea at all with regard to the amendment of 
the section dealt with by my Bill. So far as my Bill is concerned my 
apology for bringing forward a short measure of ibis kind is that it 
proposes rather to remedy a defect — an iniquitous provision that has 
been introduced into the Act by a piecemeal amendment made by the 
Government themselves, I mean, the amending Act of 1936. My Bill 
now seeks to restore the idea of the original Bengal Municipal Act, of 
1932. When the Municipal Act of 1932 was considered clause 17 which 
Was the oofiespondin^ clause of section 18 of the present Act was 
eaaeted with tbe ideas underlying my Bill. In moving that section 
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the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy who was in charge of the 
Bengal Municipal Bill of 19»32, observed as follows: — 

“Clause 17 divides itself into three parts. First, it is proposed 
that Government should have power to form, spec ial constituencies for 
industries and labour and allow representation of industry and labour 
through nomination. Then, there is another clause— clause 2— which 
provides for the representation of people unconnected either with 
industries or labour”. Then he proceeded to say “In municipalities 
like Bhatpara and Kanehrapara where there are original inhabitants 
oi these places unconnected with any industry or labour, it is their 
standing grievance that they go unrepresented in the municipalities 
of their own place, and it is for removing this grievance that this 
clause has l>een put in.” 

So, the object of the Government was really to secure proper 
representation of the original inhabitants in municipalities in industrial 
areas. 

But, the Gov eminent after the enactment oi the Bengal Municipal 
Act of 1932 did not think of organizing sepaiate constituencies 
either for the representation oi labour and industry or for the 
representation of the non-industrial section oi the population. On the 
contrary they chose to give a larger representation to industries and 
labour by way oi nomination without organising any consti- 
tuencies, without giving the industrial labour even any chances to 
come by way of election on these Municipal Boards. The Government 
availed themselves of the opportunity conferred by section 18 of the 
Act to enlarge representation of industries and labour hv 
giving them the special nomination, that is nomination to the extent 
of half of the number of meml>ers on the Municipal Boards; but 
absolutely forgot to piovide separate constituencies for proper re- 
presentation of the non-industrial section of the population. They 
retained one general constituency or more in which the industrial 
as well as the non-industrial section of the population was thrown 
together and the result was that the industrial and labour population 
that got adequate representation by way of nomination had a 
further opportunity and chanee of contesting seats even in the general 
constituencies that must have been meant for the original inhabitants 
or the non-industrial section of the population. Thus the 
former got the better of \lie latter and the non-industrial section of 
the population bail no chance of adequate representation on the Muni* 
cipal Board. Their longstanding grievance to which Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy gave expression in proposing clause 17 of the Bill 
of 1932, continued unreniedied and still it continues unremedied. 
It is therefore to remedy the grievance that I have brought forward 
this Bill which, if you like, you may call a piecemeal legislation. 
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But the grievance of the non-industrial section of the population, it 
should be remembered, has been accentuated by the piecemeal legisla- 
tion of l.Mt). I he Act of 10*]2 contemplated that so fur as the industrial 
section or the labour section was concerned, they would get their re- 
presentation either by nomination or by election through constituencies 
delimited for them, but so far as the non-industrial section of the 
population was concerned they would have their representa- 

tion by separate constituencies. But the nmemiiug Act of 
1936 reversed the position. Contrary to the liasic idea 

of the Municipal Act of 1932. the amending Act piovided that the 

industrial section of the population un well as mm-industi iul section 

of the population could have then lepreseiitutmu h\ separate const i- 
tueneies, only if the Government ga\e up nomination, only if 
Government permitted labour and industries to be represented by 
election through constituencies defined for them. Onh in that case 
the non-industrial section of the population would be allowed to come 
through separate const ituem ies delimited toi them. That was the 
effect of the piecemeal legislation introduced in 1935, i e., the Act 
of 1936. The result has been that the non-industrial station of the 
population has had no fair or adequate opportunity to be represented 
on the Municipal Board. It is therefore to undo the c\il effect of 
the piecemeal legislation of 1935, i.e , t lie amending Act of 1936, 
that 1 have framed this Bill Therefore it does not lie in the 
mouth of Go\ eminent to say mid they cannot take the plea that I am 
bringing forward a piecemeal legislation and so must wait 
till they finish drafting their Bill for the eompjehensi\e amendment 
of the Bengal Municipal Act. 

To sum up, I have brought forward this Bill just to remedy an 
old grievance — <\ grievance that was recognized by Government when 
the Bengal Municipal Act was passed into law in 1932. Then that 
grievance was proposed to be remedied but in fact was not remedied 
and not only not remedied but was accentuated by the piecemeal legis- 
lation that the Government themselves brought forward in J935, 

i.e., by the amending Act of 1936. Therefore to remedv the old 

grievance, to undo the wrong that was further inflicted by the jieice- 
meal legislation of 1936 I have brought forwaid this 
Bill. In the circumstances there can la* no justification for the 

Government to obstruct such a measure as I have proposed on the 

ground that I am bringing forward a piecemeal legislation. That is 
the sum and substance of my argument and 1 hope the Nawah Bahadur 
will feel pursuaded to change his mind and to accept my motion for 
referring the Bill to the Select Committee. If there are any defects 
in my draft those defects can be removed in the Select Committee and 
the Nawab Ballad ur wifi have ample chance and Opportunity to remove 
them during the consideration of the Bill as well. So I would request 
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him not to obstruct the Bill at this stage by moving for recirculation 
of the Bill but to accept my motion for reference to the Select Committee. 

The House then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

( A ft r r luljo u r n v\ ent.) 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I beg to move that the business of 
flu* Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, viz., the order of cxternment served on the 14th 
February, 1640, on Messrs. Muzaffar Ahmed, Somenath Lahiri, 
Gopen Chukiuvorty, Deven Sen, Md. Ismail, Panchu Bhaduri, etc., 
from Calcutta and suburbs, by the Government of Bengal under 
sub-rub* (2) of rule 26 of Defence of India Rules lead with clause (c) 
of sub-rule </) of that rule. 

The statement accompanying this motion is as follows; — 

The Government of Bengal in exercise of the power conferred by 
sub-rule (2) of rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules, read with clause 
(c) of sub-rule (I) of that rule served orders on 14th February, 1940, 
on 12 Congress and Trade Union and Peasant Leaders to leave Calcutta, 
Howrah, Hooghly, 24-Pa rganas and Asansol subdivision of Burdwan 
district within 24 hours. This order is a serious encroachment on civil 
liberties of citizens and political workers and is causing great hard- 
ship to the persons concerned and also to the public in general and 
workers and peasants in particular. 

Sir, I would give a short description of the perMins on whom orders 
have been served. 

Mr. M uxuifar Ahmed was till recent 1\ a member of the All-India 
Congress Committee and a prominent member of the Trade Union, a 
peasant worker and a prominent member of the Piovinrial Kisan 
Committee of Bengal. 

Mr. Somenath Lahiri is a member of the All-India Congress Commit- 
tee and also a prominent labour worker of Calcutta. 

Mr. Md. Ismail is the Secretary of the Tramway Workers Union. 

Messrs. Robi Roy anjl Amrita Nag are connected with the Hukum 
Chand Iron and Steel Workers Union. 

Mr. Panchu Gopal Bhuduri is one of the Assistant Secretaries of 
the ^Bengal Provincial Congress Committee. 

Mr. Deben Sen is the President of the Electrical Workers Union. 
* «, * 

Mr. Robindra Monan Das is the Secretary 'of the slme organ tsa- 
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Mr. Bhabani Sen is the organising* Secretary of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway Workers’ Union and also an important peasant 
worker. 

About the rest also similar descriptions ma\ be given. 

The purpose of giving a short description is to show to this House 
why this attempt is made to extern people w ho are prominent in 
the Trade Union and Peasant movements. ] do not want to go into 
the fundamental question that these Defence of India Bales them- 
selves should not have been promulgated at all, because India is not 
at war with any country in the world to-da\ - 

SPEAKERS It you do that, that will he melexant. 

Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEE: localise neither the ( 'on gross 

nor the Muslim ‘League, nor the Hindu Mahas|ia\a. has \et 
agreed to participate in the war. Still we have got this Ordinance 
here, thanks to the British domination of this count r\ ! Because they 
feel it necessary to fight with Germany, therefore, India and the 
Indian resources are dragged into the war and as a lcsult we get this 
Ordinance. 

Sir, 1 am not going to speak about the othci effects of the war, 
but the direct effect is, as we see, the rise in pi ices T his \er\ duv 
there was a question put to the llon’ble Ministei lor (’ommerre and 
Luhoui and he informed us that steps have been taken to see that 
the workers do not suffer from the high pi ices t hat arc langmg in 
tills count ly. I want to tell this House that b\ this Oo\ eminent 
absolutely nothing has ltecn done. By the independent action ol 
tlie workers in the form of strikes and other forms of agitation some 
of the factories have conceded only a portion o! the demands of the 
workers 1 be workers have been demanding a 25 per rent, increase. 
Government statistics will show that the lise in prices 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid, Mr. Batter jee, you are not discus- 
sing the motion. I hope \ on will come to \our motion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir. I am coming to the motion. 
Sir, I want to submit 1 hat what 1 *av is qtpte relevant, because this 
attempt to extern people is only to sabotage the movement of workers 
so that they may not get the 25 per rent, increase which is their right 
and which they are demanding in hundreds of private meetings and 
also, wherever possible, in public meetings. Only to stifle* this 
movement th^ Government has thought it fit to extern these people 
*ho are vety active in this movement. We tiave already seen the 
ftwt effect of this move on the part of Government when Comrade 
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Zamau was externed from his constituency, because there the workers 
started demanding war allowances or increment due to the war as 
the prices of commodities have gone high, and later on I also was 
the subject of the attention of this Government 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid Mr. Banerjee. if you go on argu- 
ing like this, the admissibility of future adjournment motions will 
W to a certain extent jeopardised. 

M r, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I do not fully realize or 
understand the significance of your observation. To me it seems that 
the only reason why we are attacking these orders is that by these, 
the very valuable right of the workeis and peasants to get their 
minimum demands satisfied in the form of getting war allowances 
and for the peasants moratorium from payment of debts and arrears 
of rent, is taken away. It is in that light 1 am looking at the whole 
move of the Government and in no other light. Of course, it raises 
other fundamental issues as restriction of civil liberties and other 
matters. But I want to he very specific. Ordinarily restriction of 

civil liberties would not W so worthy of condemnation, hut here when 
it is done with a specific purpose to stifle the workers and peasants, 

certainly we cannot find words sufficiently strong to condemn the 

Government which can do this. That is my whole standpoint, and 
it is with that idea that 1 moved this adjournment motion. I do not 
know whether it will jeopardise the moving of future adjournment 
motions. We shall take care of ourselves when such eventualities 

occur, but to-day we have got the opportunity, and speaking on my 
behalf I brought this adjournment motion only to get this oppor- 
tunity. Otherwise, there will be no meaning of fhis order, because 
haul it Wen really for the Defence of India, there me others who are 
also carrying on propaganda — 1 need not mention names — in this 
province as well as in other provinces, but they aie not touched. 
Only those who speak and propagate the right of the workers are 
being penalized. 

Now’, the prices are high, and the workers must live. Their 
wages are not increased while the prices are increasing, and to the 
shame of this Government, 1 may tell the Hon’ble Minister for 
Labour who is trying to interrupt from there, that the Government 
has not done anything to the workers who are directly appointed by 
this Government. Only in the jute mills u 10 per cent, increase has 
been given, because about 50,000 went on strike. Because the 
workers directly employed by this Government cannot go on strike 
nor are sufficiently organized, and the fundamental rules do not allow 
them to do that, therefore no increase has Wen given tt> them, not 
even one pice. I challenge the Hon’ble the Labour Minister to show 



1940 *] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


125 


what he has done to the labour directly appointed by him. To take 
the credit for what has been done by the jute mills or other industries, 
does not cut any ice. If he wanted to do anythin)? for the labour, 
the Labour Minister should have started with the men directly 
employed by him. In this very house, the men who take care of the 
electric lights, the cooling system, or in the Writers’ Buildings those 
who are in charge of electric lights and electric fans, lifts and things 
like that, have not got any increase whatsoever during the last five 
months, though the prices have increased immediately after the war 
was declared. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, I have the fullest sympathy 
with you, but I am afraid I will have to hold ver\ soon that you are 
out of order. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE : Sir, my most humble submission 
is that this step has been taken b\ (von eminent to curb the attempt 
of the workers to d<> anything in this direction. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the workers within the ambit of the 
externment order are concerned you can do that, but as regards those 
within the ambit of this House and the Secretariat, I am afraid you 
aie not relevant 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I agree with \ou, Sir. I leave out 
the workers who are here, but I take those on whom the orders have 
been served; for instance, Mi. Dehen Sen and linin' Bose are very 
intimately connected with the electrical workcis lieic and in other 
places. They are also directly concerned by the extoinment order. 
Then there is Connadc Ismail who is the Secretary of the Tramway 
Workeis’ Union in Calcutta. Tlieie arc Hindus and Muhammadans 
in the staff and all are equally suffering. Nothing has been done. 
We all komv the exploitation by the Tramway Company and the 
exploitation by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation. There- 
fore, my submission is that only to stifle this move the Government 
has taken this step. Not only these, but the peasants also come in 
for their share, because there is a move by the Krishak Committee 
that as the prices of necessaries of life are increasing, specially the 
prices of industrial goods are rising, the peasant* also must get some 
relief. Of course, to some extent the increase in price of jute has 
counter-balanced the rise of price of commodities; but most of the 
profit has go^e to the middle-men and not to the peasants. Therefore 
it is absolutely necesesary that when the prices of necessaries of life 
•re rising, the peasants must also get some relief and the relief should 
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come in the form of a moratorium as long as the war lasts from pay- 
ing any debts or arrears of rent. But anyone who voices that slogan 
or that demand is really a dangerous man in the eyes of this Govern- 
ment and naturally they had to be externed, they had to be sent away 
from their spheres of activities so that they may not do any mischief 
from the Government point of view, 

1 here is also another aspect which I would like to emphasise in 
this House and that is the coming Calcutta Municipal Election. I 
do not think that it is irrelevant. The Municipal Election is coming 
and labour has been given a limited scope to take part in the elections. 
And t hose very persons who are actively connected with the unions 
in Calcutta, und those unions which have been fortunate enough to 
secure the recognition of the Government through the tribunal, they 
have lieen the object of this order and those persons have been extern, 
ed not only from Calcutta but also from Howrah, Hooghly, k'4-Pargunas 
and also from the Asansol subdivision of Burdwan district. Only 
one portion of Bengal remains untouched and that is the district of 
Dacca where there are a few mills. I do not know why this portion 
was excluded; perhaps it has been excluded because it is the home of 
the Home Minister. Only this poition has been excluded. All other 
industrial areas have been included so that these persons as long as 
tKe : war lasts will be absolutely out of action. 

Many of them were living in Calcutta and one amazing fact to 
winch I would like to draw the attention of this House is that they 
were given only k’4 hours to leave Calcutta or the suburbs. The 
restrictions were still more amazing. One of them could not get down 
from his house to the street, and he hud to stay in his can house till 

he could make arrangements to leave his house, to go out of his house 

for a long time to come. Even for k’4 hours Government could not allow 
them to bo free to make arrangements for whatever belongings they 

have, so that they could find money to go out of Calcutta in order 

that they might not starve altogether. Even this much conisdera- 
turn was not shown to them. The order of the Police Commissioner 
of Calcutta was circumscribed within the narrow area of a few 
hundred square yards. Mr. Speaker, Sir, T do not want to take more 
time. I only want to say that the use of the Government of India 
Buies is only a prostitution of the rules. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Sir, the orders which 
were served on ihe persons named by the mover of this motion raise . 
a very important issue. Apart from the effect which such orders have 
on tne persons directly concerned, the issue, which is of very great 
importance and which must be raised to-day, is the manner in which 
the Government of Bengal propose to exercise the powerd which they 
have been given under the Ordinances. Their right* to exercise these 
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powers are derived not from an authority of this House, but under the 
Defence of India Ordinances and the rules made thereunder — a 
negation of this authority. 

Sir, the important issue which 1 am raising at t lie outset is that 
the use of these powers in this particular manner has not Wn sanc- 
tioned or approved either by the Coalition Party , the (engross Party 
or any section of this House, nor by this House itself. These powers 
have been nleriveA from those Ordinances under the pretext of such 
measures l*ing necessary tor the defence of India. It is important 
to bear in mind that this war is not of the making of the Government 
of Bengal. The Bengal Government has no authority whatsoever 
to use any discretion on the question of the conduct of this war, or, 
on any question connected with that. Yet, Sir, the manner in which 
these powers ha\e been used have led to t lie muzzling of the ordinary 
civil liberties )f th*‘ people. The manner in which these powers have 
1 »eeh ufied gives us very good leasons to think that the Government which 
derived the powers not from this House but from an autocratic fiat of 
the Government of India are making use of these powers with a view to 
maim and mutilate their rivals’ organizations and activities which they 
do i^ot look upon with favour. Sir, most aptly the mover of this 
motion refeired to the Calcutta Municipal Elections in connection with 
which this House passed a recent legislation under which Labour h As 
been given a special right of franchise — a right of representation in the 
Municipal Council for the city of Calcutta. Sir, what was needed to-day 
if that Act was to be given effect to, was that the workers parti- 
cularly inhabiting the city of Calcutta, should have the fullest li tarty 
to organise themselves with a view to contest those elections, with a 
view to execrise whatever rights this House gave them. All that right 
has been virtually nullified b\ this governmental act. Sir, it is well 
known that the Iion’ble Minister of Labour is not altogether innocent 
of complicity with a certain kind of pernieous activities with regard 
to Labour and, therefore, grave doubts arise in our mind and quite 
legitimately, that the service of these orders and the exercise of these 
powers prejudicially against those very persons who were organising 
labour in the city of Calcutta, were also prompted by partisan motives, 

# by unfair and most unworthy considerations with a view to take away 
the rights of Labour of freely contesting the Municipal Elections. Sir, 
it is well known that the activities of a certaijn member of the Cabinet 
have been notoriously prejudicial to the Labour and Trade Union mnve- 

* merit. (Cries of “Hear! hear!” from Congress Benches.) 1 do not 
know what connection war considerations have with the present 
situation in Bengal to-day. As has been referred to already*, no 

t soldier is being recruited from this province. To-day we do not see 
either that the Government haa made any appeal or brought forward 
any measure for ‘financing the war in this province, and yet here the 
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rigours of the Defence of India Ordinances have^been moat amariag 
and extraordinary. Therefore, Sir, we wo^<T be “justified III drawing 
the irresistible conclusion that the Defence" of Ii^ia Ordinances are 
being utilized 4 with' a view to make impossible ffe> ordinary activities 
of labour and peasantry for the amelioration pf their conditions. 

Then again, Sir, the mover of this motion has also alluded to the 
^necessity of moralising the wages of the workers on account. of the rise 
ip prices, Sir, it was announced in the local papers that.*^ dear food 
allowance meeting was to be held on the loth February, arjd ; it is "well 
known to all those who are connected with the Labour movement.* “Each 
one of the persons against whom orders have been passed was actively 
engaged in organising the movement for increase of wages on account 
o$ dear prices. Just on the eve of a conference iwlleh thev 
were going to hold on the 15th February, being the first 
meeting in the series of meetings that were to lie held in 
connection with the movement for increase of wagjta, if* t*«e 
orders were served. Muhammad Ismail, one of the /persons 
against whom order was passed, was an notice organiser of the move- 
ment for «ar bonus, on account of the dearness of foodstuffs. Sif, 
Muhammad Ismail announced a meeting to be held on’ the loth in the ’ 
fcitadhanandn I’nik, (alcutta. That is well knnuu, and that to 
b**tlie beginning of the campaign with a view to secure, incraase of 
Wages. The final conference was to be held on the 4th March*. We 
find, Sir, that on the 12th hebruary, /.<■., just three days liefore the 
first meeting that Mas to la* held in this connection, orders M'ere Trct'ualiy 
issued, and on the 14th, t.r., the day before the war bonus meeting 
was to be held iu the city of Calcutta, all the organisers were removed. 
Was thut, Sir, the “defence" of India, or was it a measure for the 
ruination of the general public, for the ruination of the peasants and 
workers, for frustrating their legitimate demands and for depriving 
them of the only means that is left open l u them to secure padres*, of 
their grievances!' 

* 

Sir, my honourable friend a1m> referred to the condition* of workers 
wider the direct employ of .Government, hut, Sir, it is worth while 
noting here thut on the part of Government so far no initiative has 
been shown and no steps have been taken to secure that wages 
inoueased with a view to make them proportionate to the ris£ in, price*/ 

It is, Sir, these men,, the victims of these orders who were coining 
forward to take up this task; it is these men, who, as self-saCtfiflcing, 
honest and diligent labour workers have been trying hard during the ; 
last /ew years for the uplift of Labour, that initiated this most legitimate 
movement* This movement has been going on even in England which 
i» 'within the bombing range of the German aeroplanes. Tfet in England 
we flnji there has been no restrictions imposed on the workers against 
voicing their demands for a rise in the Wage-rates. But, Sir, irf*BengaI, 
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thousands of miles away fjrom the theatres of war, we find the present 4 
GoverniMnt has cdtne down upon the movement of the workers and tie 
peasants tor a ris^ in wiges with an iron hand. And I say that the 
suppression t)f thfe movement for dear food allowance is the direct motive 
for which th$se orders have been issued in the n^inner that they have 
bien done. I should* ftlSo like to impress Upon the House the fact that 
the powers under the Ordinance have been condemned on all hands by 
all the organizations in India. I say that the present Ministry is hound 
before tkjfcy make such use of their powers to make a reference to thfir * 
constituencies and also to this House. Sir, the Government of India 
have ariped them with a dangerous weapon, hut More they use stick 
weapon against their own countrymen, to the detriment of the legitimate 
interest 3 0 f the peasants and workers with whose franchise they have 
come here Imd are treachorously using these power* to frustrate |he 
legitimate demands of tlie.se very people, they arc morally bound to seek 
the sanction of this House. It is only meet and proper that they made a 
iWt'rel^e 1 tb their own party even which they have not dared to do. Sir, 
in all humility, and not in a spirit of frivolous challenge, I ask the 
Hon 1 hie Ministers to he hold enough to make a reference on this matter 
to their own Coalition party, or to open meetings in their own con- 
stituencies to see whether their constituents approve of the abuse of 
thes# powers. Let a single member coma forward and approve of the 
use of such powers which are not derived even from this House. 'Ac * 
exeitis^of such powers is a negation of the authority of this Assembly. 
How Beagul shall be ruled must be determined by the people of Hengal, 
whether they are right or wrong, it shall l>e determined by them ulone. 

No other rule, can find preference or precedence with them. Hut the 
Ministry has refrained from acting so, the} have not dared to come 
before this House tor any reference or necessan powers. If they thought 
that there was so much unrest, there was so much disturbance, so much 
insecurity prevalent in the province of Hengal to warrant promulga- 
tion of special measures, the\ had rather given a warning to the people 
and oome.lo this House for powers. Hut, Sir, they come instead by the 
hack door and stab the }>eople in the hack. That is, Sir , the moral 
position regarding the use of these powers. If for nothing else on this 
score alone the present Ministry, which is furthering, aiding and abetting 
the stabbing of the people of Bengal in the back in this manner, stand 
^oiuletnncd. They have bot the courage to-day to fuce their own party 
for ait approval of their conduct. I say most emphatically that they have 
nof v the courage to hold one single meeting in any constituency in this 
provinCe^where they can have the vote or approval of their constituent# 
with regard to the use ol these powers. In all Humility I would request 
the La^Mr Minister to come with me to any Labour constituepoyjin any 
Labour area jp the citv of Calcutta and its environment# and pres# fqr 
a vote with &ggrd t%tne use of these powers on the part of the Govern 
meat. A hope that Hon’ble Ministers who -would perhaps be botffcting to 
in 
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much of their record of .service behind them would make bold to take up 
^tbis challenge, this invitation, rather, and have their popularity tested 
'in this respect^ It is from all these points of vie wftiiat* ibis jternicious 
treasure becomes not only a menace to the ordinal) civil liberties of the 
people, but also destrova the very foundation of authority of the elected 
Legislature in the province. Is the Government prepared to allow the 
.normal, legitimate and just activities of the people to continue, or are 
t(iey determined to shut up every avenue of popular agitation, popular 
movement for expressing their legitimate grievances? If this suppres- 
sion goes on, Sir, it is inevitable that the movement will be driven 
Underground. This action of Government ran be rightly regarded as 
a provocation to drive the people’s movement underground. In this 
why Government is preparing for the ruination of the pfovine^ of Bengal. 
I suggest this action merits the severest condemnation. Through you, 
Sir, 1 shall appeal to the members of the Coalition party even to ponder 
that if this precedent is set up then nobody will be safe. H ibf 
cedenf were allowed to pass unchallenged then not onl) the civil liberties 
of the province* would be in jeopard), but also the rights and powers of 
the electorates of this province and of this veiv House itself. Here- 
after as the war threatens to drag on and paw*s into the next aud the 
most seven* phase the present polios will spell (lie greatest danger and 
^toaster to tins province. The members will do well to pause to con- 
sider and pass the severest condemnation on this measure. 

< Here the member Inning reached his time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Sir, 1 iise to support the motion 
moved by my friend Mr Sibnath Banerji with some anxiety. Not, 
anxiety for my own self but for the movement which l hold dearer to 
my heurt. These notices which are the subject matter of this motion 
were served apparently under the War Regulation Rules and are meant 
to be in the interests of the earning out of the war, but I submit it is 
merely a plea and a pretext. These notices have nothing to do with the 
carrying on of the present wm or for serving an) purpose in that respect. 
The) have been served with some ulterior motive which can be traced 
from the very beginning of the working of the piesent Ministry. In 
realitv the present Ministn was afraid of the Labour and Peasant 
movement as the Ministry itself is composed of the zemindars* land- 
lords and the capitalists of Bengal. The first pinch of the Peasant 
movement was felt by t lit* Home Minister himself when he got a ensil- 
ing defeat A 

fr. SPEAKER: I am afraid we are not dealing with tfyaj matter. 
You should remember Mr. Sarker that it is no use doing so, for thereby 
you lose all force of your argument. This is the thousandth time 
that you have been saying this. I wished to heat something new from 
you. I hope you will remember that. 
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Mr. ABU HOS8AIH 8ARKAR: Ail right, Sir. As I submitted 
tht* present Ministry was afraid of the Labour and Peasant movement* 
and this will very elearly be found from the sjreech of Sir Naxiutuddiu 
which he delivered during the last Budget Session. In bis long speegjl 
one passage is veiy prominent and it runs like- this: 

“If these men (meaning the laboui and peasant \w»Heis> are allowed 
to succeed ami to seize the power, then* is no elas> in Bengal that will 
not he loser, no intotpst that will fmt be adversely a flee ted. The danger 
is leal and the sooner the public iccognise it and erenle public opinion 
against it, flu* Irettoi toj all of us. 1 do not think that my friends the 
constitutional Opposition in tins House will subset ihe to these revolti* 
tionar\ doctnncs. alliiough 1 lone not ohsened them publich «jto 
repudiate them There lia\c been sinking manifestations which must 
he fresh in the memories of all how Congress itself, to speak of one great 
part\ alone, repaid these designs on its integrals. I hope and believe 
that' among the people of this province in even (lass am] easte and 
creed, there is a substantial element which onre ali\c to the danger will 
refuse to be mesmerized into accepting as the doctrine of progress the 
alien and discredited slogans of a dead decade. There aie signs that 
thinking men are abends conscious of the threat ot destruction and 
organized olditeialion which hangs like a storm cloud over all (hat they 
hold tail and of good report and much that hears the age-old sanctioh 
of social and religious custom 

Subsequent l\ during the last session of the Assembis Sir )tijo\ 
Prosad Singh Ron made it ahsolufels clear what the present Ministry 
stand tor. when I was moving the Court ot Wards Amemhuent Hill. 
There the Rouble Minister -a\s; “As most of these estates (zemindaris 
ot Bengali are trusts— in the hands ot their proprietors for public benefit, 
as they are assets to the count r\ (iovernment think that it was their 
dutv to give them protection.” 

As I submitted these War Regulations and these Ordinances are 
in ere 1\ a plea and a pretext to suppress the labour and the peasant 
movements. The (iovernment are now taking shelter under them in 
order to protect their own interests^ the self-interests which the capi- 
talists and landlords »,f Bengal enjo\ under the present regime. I warn 
the t roveinnuent tlmt in spjie of all these things, in spite of all these 
repressions and in spite of all these suppressions, the movements will go 
on. They are the natural consequences of the •existing state of things, 
l >ecause only one-hundred-thousandth part of the population of Bengal 
enjoys the land capital which is the principal instrument of production 
in Benga|, ’and because an infinitesimal portion of the population f|aly 
enjoys the money capital of this province. The people are being 
exploiter! and #hey are ireing bled whife for the last two centuries and 
more, for the interest of British rule, which is now' Ireing supported by 
the present ministry. As my friend Mr. ftutta Mazmwlar submitted, 
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if these open movements are suppressed they would be driven under- 
ground and us we have seen in this very province when the open move- 
ment of the Congress was suppressed by Sir John Anderson and Sir 
Charles Tegart, it took some other form and practically disturbed the 
whole peace of Bengal. If these things are done, and if no warning is 
taken from the members of this Legislature, then/ the responsibility for 
driving the fair and good movements under-ground would lie with the 
present Government. If they do not take the warning and if they carry 
on things like this, I submit that in spite of all their attempts they will 
fall victims to a greater movement, and, in spite of every attempt on 
their part to protect their zemindari rights and their capital, will be 
obliterated from the surface of Bengal. 

(After calling upon the Hon 'hie the Home Minister to speak, 
Mr. Speaker allowed Mr. Nurendra Narayau Chakrabarty to speak.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order. Sir. 
After the Chair has called upon an honourable member to speak, can it 
withdraw that order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : •lust a few minutes before \ou heard the Hon 'hie 
Sir Nazimudditi sn\ that a District Magistrate who had the power of 
issuing a notification lmd also the power of issuing it subject to any 
restriction. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: torT? 

TO*!?, TO«TT RW S?4? ?t*WTC?? TO 5 ! ; TO®TT? CHllMMl g 

h^tcht? hw a? *tf?s? ^ fro? a?r rt nf?F? g «ttt> \ toto g kjww 
ftWcro a?t ftf?TTO? ws rw m rtr totoi fro «rarf*c? 

m. a$ Lw/w g ?fwr? a*t *r:? toto TOttei fro 

*toiW tort serfs? strtt aRta, srra*!, to, srfTOrr, gto g faro?? 
TOT $CTO; TO «!?T?*R TO?T— TOTTO 5TCMT fa? WlW S TORT, — TOt 

ott toto totto fro m fro ^ ?^c totr? crrt? sro? fafra 

<WR TO TOST 1 TOiTT *!f?fa3 5TO RRT? ?:rR TO 5 ! — TO SFR TO ?RTO * T ? T < ft »K5 [ ? 

tor? srfarn m to 4 *mtwTOT a$ aro to*! totr? sfafc 

WfM i TOW TOT* TO mTTCf. & nf??R? f W ®Tf?R*TR? TO R fat war 
resolution TOR atTTR faRRSTR TOTORT TOfTOTT Rtf HR? W; 

m to? to? tort tow? toiw Rfar sfo ^Jro etfror 

TOTTOT a?t TORT?! TO?T av' ?^TtoTTOR R, ?^( TO'totFfr? TOW f?TO 3 T TOH? 
RTC* TOW 4 WR WT? RRRTOfi ^ *T? TO RTRRTR? W Ht’iJRT fan* fcRW? 
flfa TOta StH<H TO t TOfafTR $TW TORT TO 

a TO$T TO? WIT? RTRTfaTR R, S TOTRT? WTft SR a? tfS? Rfcl 

JtJ 6 JTTOt R«TR TOR* RRTR TOR^fo ?T TOTTTO RR Rt ( S$ t G ffTO TO W 4 1 ? 
TOWTR m TOR TOTO FTO TO? « TOlfl 5 W TORI TOTO TO fo P S a 
, WlWrt «TRR R TOTT ^RW? ^T5TI TO4? TO?! tTRW? SKTOPtH I^T 
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srfaa crous ron fmj sTta cafaa sr?cs atfifa c? anmncH? 4f$r ®fas aro 
tot af*=c cm? cms m?i cm* to c? atae? esc* ro^cs crow to? ro cm? 
c$ca ma; ro c?ic? ro j$ c?rc?c to^ph" cm? fro mai a?t ac*t to frofar 
sgstf? aarm&ri ttc?crof?aa cacs ma? if *a?is $cst? a* ?rtct ma? fro? 
case* fata cm?s sng? sat$ft> i am catsart ro tost pm® srfa twsa 
c? wr a?fas a?fa, c* ro?s carom a?*T?1 ?RVr?1?i' wma l ? tot crocs 
ftrcro erne? ffr* cat m?s anar? “ 5 Rfa? M mrt?r ro at arcmacs? ??*? 
$a? *wro cm? ?rcau *Tts fmj a? roar m?*ra a^s $ f?sa to to *f? at: 
s?pflam c? a a^star cefrorTr st?mi fasca? a to sits? aa-?^ far a:;ca 
6 *a?T WHIS SOTTfa? TO «& i?f? W a? SSSTCTOaS fa*ia? mOT? CTO? 
cai4 c?nn at??? ca?, m i C4ua sf?t>? ca?i wj? si?i$ fix? c?, s i ca? hc^k 
fcc ?cs? cm cat,, ma? to? tot, st ca? arcs? tot, ma? rosa^iar? to 
4T &faJTta* C*Ta fifi? SW t^C?C^? C*M faa C*Ta ftS *TT- — *Tff6 C?t \ 

rVr aat s*ma* to *?roa cmcs tot ^fas ?? an at c? am 
totto, tocs? afa at c? a^Tlro* sots? srtaca a? cot w t? ? *t? f*i; 
cares arc? ar i «rrf*c faro awrsfi c?tcs at??? fro wt cm ft? aaa cats an? 
mtanj^s ?wi#0 cans fro? at??? caa ; ma faro awml carms tot ci, 
to? fes? taro «ot. ?«r cat? snts? a? a? a*grr a faro grits? sfsfafaf 
aral w? m i r. P. 0 ? to ajc? r a; f? fccast ssaWJ c?rm?. carom 
cat trc?gr sss^w? c? *w c*t?cs aT?, totost? ?tcm aiatca^ c? fT? cmrca 
^ 5 ??, 4T^rm to at??? fac?« an? nrf^a j ro a?x bt? ctto fa w 

Cat TO CTO05 assn CR^? to? an (Laughter ain<mgHt the members 
of the Coalition Party.) TOT? TO m? mrtp? aaatTO Cf$ Cf$ ?ia;cf?; 
®trca? to a^r mt rttsiT?^! cot? ?<r R^Tar ??, «ntro ?«r a?a a ??? 
‘Vil’car? aR^n? cftcb ?? ca ca? afa c?ac?t faf? ? 5 nc<f* ct>c*r fa? ®rrca i aiacs? 

a^WTTO TOT 5 T?T TORFT? C?TO TO TO l «taTOCf WT 5T?T TO TO Cat??, TOa 

®a? tot TOjaRR c?r? acf?n?i *nt?c? cot, a?r macs? afftcro amt> *n?a cm? 
faro? prt??rfMB to to i 

cafar f®aTT ?f an?? prcatro? cfT-?taTr?TO? to, ttc?ogT? aw arortaro 
to i camrca? to at ?c«t hw\*z w*i tot fc?mt ?s ^ w fa? faro? 
faar ® a?®rr cot* ?t? v c5 c?*^t fc? i caiarvT? a? ?Tto5 ?s mcfCf cat?r<? cn??ca 
cucf c t i^aam «FTi? tos tonm aw w*toi?*r arc? sits? ?~cf can cro 
p«?ri ttcscf? aw mcran?*R arc? aaa srts? tot fa? fitatata caar, srts? 
?r?r cnfa? f stTs? ?t?t cat??, sits? ?r?r caw. ?r?r ants? Pm ot cat am 
a ;tffia1 fafaro? amr? ?s arms cc?; faa csia?i crr?f ^sr fro?? cto?t 
tot? aiijr fro p<s?t cat?a1 to?, a?* cat ?nprt ?sti ?rm® cma csrana? crocs 
to trocff? aaa^fai atT^T as to? m t f “tot a*?T: fames a?ar?i M aa^afisr 
carcroa— “TO^s 5 srr «m; ara?^s: r ®n^ ?rro? <fs ^? ?^j? aroi c?aa 
sp aaajfa? m aironr f?a«ra ca? fts csf*a cm? sr?r roa snts?#*?^ 
f?a«s'a far? ttew s§? aa^t « i? arro sro crnicaa i sits cm area? .arts roam 
cro to, faarffc ?rffs wt? ?ra^s ror anal, rocs? aaqca afa? cans ai«n 
fas ?t?t arts sfst K^- ror pwnr rocar m?r art? Rlro ro ar, — faaro 
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Itart* wm ot«tt f wftnr ?ror ?tot mMw nntor awfimirt to «cfr ; 

gtrfo? TOT 4$ KjifinjC'rt TO *?1 to to ?n TO froif 

cw to — f?*ro? to f*r«rr to TOt gofro to«t *fro to to «totto tot? 
«t< « wG ap cto to m^s 5?, fro? to 6 sits? afc tot 

cto? to «tto ctot?? re ?tot rere ?r, ?t mckc?? mt ^ I kot? 

ff^r n«r tot? c? m*. *t^t re *n^r wrer to «(W wwif^o to ?n 
«rrn? to q $>Tfo? *Rtfro to to 55, re* ®ro, rec*r? cro? $n? siottto 

TOT? ^ « TOT 2R^ TO *TO iltfwTO «(TOT CTO CTO C? ret STOTTTOTO 
WT? STO CTO ?TO CTOC^5 4* CTOTTO? CTOfo? TOT 5? ?TI 

«TT^ 4* C? W? ?HTO ^«Hc<T' fa**TOTC? OTTO <ror^R $ TO«r^ CTO STOTf ? ^ 

*RT ctocw, a? rero cro ?1fo to? cto :flfo e «tfwc?? to fer froc? are? 

a$fa TO n^TOT TO TOT? 3TTOT ^C?TO 3FT? fwre? HUM!? STpafR =nt5»TO 
WTT5TTO froa CTO SfTfal scrf^ “TOftreT' S&U TO* OTTO f??7? TO? COTTO? 
aTCTOT TO «TOI CTO ^faCTO? TOT^T TO, Ww TOT? TOTOOT TO — CTC7 

to? *rff ®rrre---re* *~*?r *tfTO refro fro? rersr t rojroj fato 

TOW C$T*T TOCOT OT? TO TO. TO$r* TO. C^TP TO, COTT TO, TOT fa:C*T? TO CTO — ■ 
** TOT«T TOT? TOTO OT? 5>lTO? Wf*t f C? - TOT ?T 5? TOTTOt TO KfiOT ^ 

tf^c? 5 ? cto otw «Cnyrre to i a* faro^r?' stcrot TO ?^5T?1re c?t$to 
TO “TO ?Tf^KTO" TO? TO "TO*” TO? ?C*fTO C^tTtoTTT WFX : TO C?T? 5? 
a*C?? ®(Tb1?iJ TOTOTG TOff 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: On a point nt order, Sir. 
Tli e question before the House, raided h\ tlji> motion, is a> to the 
just ifiention or otherwise of certain orders that have been parsed. Is 
it permissible for an honourable member, in discussing a motion ot this 
kind, to indulge in abuses, general or specific, either ot the Ministers or 
of those who support the Ministers? Are not these remarks irrelevant? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: All 1 leel is that so far as this motion is con* 
corned, and all adjournment motions — they are in the nature of censure 
of Government and acts of Government and as such any motion which 
raises a specific issue on the point of certain ordeis passed by Government 
naturally briujys in its train the criticism of the conduct of Government. 
I have not \et heard from him un\ thing about the parU. That would 
be wholly out of order. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 may point out one 
remark that has been made. If I have been able to catch the expression 
that has been used, this, if translated, would be that the mentality of a 
slave is worse than the mentality of a dog. t(Mr. Chandha 

Goswami: Quite right). All dogs are alike — that is also true. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I must s*ay f Mr. ('hukruburty, that I was watching 
very carefully your argument?.. You have already spoken for about 10 
minutes and you have discussed onh the general effect of it. but you 
have not discussed the motion itself. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: wfo 

tirn?. ®rrt*r cnt tot* crocs' Rtfi—4* c? smzsi sr cro rot? to it <m to 
®tc? wc? to ?T3?r crow, n^tocta it tow to tor tot fa <a*$l ?t?<3 
to^T WT? WWTO ^ ^ ** ^ ^ srta f®i&? WF I *TO faw tTr^TK? 

at <F5nrc*r atot snrr tan ?;?c?<5 § ron^R ?sto c? cnt 

wfwiJ anrwr w?w wt? cm? ta? cron • tost ro rot n^i? -awn 
Smton*R ?to ?ww. tost sr? rot to atot cro3 ?ww c? to* ? 7 <rr l nrsT? 
w i wi $TO3 roro? i 3r<!s ro? cm? c?3?r crow » nto*r 
wtt? tom to row stw? 5T*ro? sr?. srw? *ga nf?ro? w wnrawl to 
cn ta^cn? ton? fa ntota? ot«t ww? tot -tot $t tot? tot town 

nr nr? ns-Ycro?? Rti tot tot. cn tar n?ta stw to 5h? c? in at 

tost row* ro nr c? w*it? wr iwm st?t to. cwr? fa n i wrw 
to srt wto. wto taro to bototo to? to sit crocs tot tan* 
at c? tot, a tot c? frsirotTta crot ??w. ^ Defence of 

India, <3* HIR TO TO3, 45 t 2TftS TOt. Defence of India * «tT??cn, 

Defence of British Imperialism 4?< a TOC*? TO?T fro; TO3 row? «t*TO 
TOTCS TO? TO ST?TO at STTO^T toTO 3CTO TO5U TOW) C? TO? faCRWI 
toto 3 5TOta 5RT WTTOR ST CTO TO3 TO WVT ?^C15 to Cl* C? It in 

not for the defence of India but for the defence of the 

Bengal Ministry” 4$ ?Sto itoc* TOW TOT? SORT STW? TOto ct^t ?TW? 

scrt ^ TO-srto ?;??•:?. tot totoi c? st?t bp tor? crow, tot wen? 

TOTT WR rota Jww TOf?, f?TO ?T f?C5T? *C?fa, TOt? TOS TOR ffW ?T. 
to m <w tot nrft °Rta ?rw? tost wt stw? ?^t btto f?^?^ : a?T ent ro?Tc? 
STW? taTO ®tc? CTO rstw C?? WT? ?sRr Bengal Ministry ta*^ 

ctos st? i sta wre? tott TOtjT? 5n? ®t?rc? rorrsT? cro? tow, faw*Tt toit 
to romron sr?rt sr? rorrro? ta^? nroggf^ i csro? sn? «n? croirc*^ 
TOtota rorrro? crort ta? t^?n? 3 ^?ta tos n^^?*tcs nta 3 wist ?wr? tart 
to?t ta? tor" n't? f??^y? ?n? ?y? crow, <a to ros?ta tott ^ffrol mw? 

^ ?rnr sw? ?sto ?rsro ?c^w enwt tottbtw ?rtw crocts 

^ wr?w. c? ror trocn cro. fTMt? tow cro cro^ tot crow ?Ttnwr 
taTt taro? ro?H9R wretfror, w ent tojt f?»ro? ms cro tototow ?wt 
tot? tot TOro l cto f4 5n ta to? tantot? to fro? tototow ?^t wc?w?i 
trtro ?totro*t? “Bengal Weekly” cs n'tst atons ro f?ro1w? TO 

cto? stnflrofi *^*1 ?Knrwnwt c? m wotr st ?? ?Ttro ro t to tot ror 

cro?w?, ?Ttro toI? toro ?nr wwro : 

<3t n? fww, st n? ^s^TOmRi rosr vstt ?nc^? cstw? Sn? ???i? w?r 

Sim? “ Bengal Weekly ” WWW ! dTS flTOTS fro t?S SST? TO ?W Cl 
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TO? at H? faCHT^ra tfTOT? *?<(? HC**t TO? ?TW RR ^IHA fWt 
6 \??!»HR? 6* f?*tf?!5 RTCOT! $TCT$T 5TTR[ *iI*viW 

4 W TO TO fa? «P9R? jyfjy'turwtt Si - !?? f?TO CSST? R $?5? ItlttfW 

r $?« famfw toot 4?t ac?? U</m =rr fro fa? «nfww? tot tot hto srfo 

TO TO? TO I at fTOT Rlfa SET? TO? Sir Nazimuddin Rt?? TOC 

TO 3 " TO? faF$ TOTTOS OTHrt $lfa? TO at TOfofl* TOT ^ TOT?* 5^fa> 

TO ?T, CTSRTR ?'C? RTR faC*?? TOC TOT?, Hfa&T 6 tfTOT? W-TOfa WfoTI 

grrfc? toc to ^ scfr fawfa 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, may I speak after Mr. B. 
Mukherjee because I want to wind up I he debate. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Very well. But I may say that to-day being a 
non-official day, there is very little time left for this debate. 

N/' 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: touto: ?t<r? fto?t? $ *rfaf?fa? KHflw 
TO ?’C? C?G?T ®RTT? TO I R W5W T TO TOT RTCOT TO5 at 

TOT? TOT TOT a? fTO R ?7TT*T'5T RTRR Rt&Tt 5RT TOTO 
Trot TO? TO? ?$faT? RT? RT? *P3l HTTO'T ^*TO SftTC 

R Herat 0 CTO CTO TO Rt?RCC? TOR at TOftfiR TO^fCTO afo Rt H*rafc 
«RH5^[ OTTR HTRR ?T (shame) I TOa? TOTCTO TOT aTO TOT? C?S?T RT? 
4 5PTO RRR *8 ?*TjT? ?RT ^TwiCl '5TT ? T RRR CR, a?* ®TTR HTRT? RT? R?T? 
TOTO RTOT TOR ?T I TOR Cff?T RTTO ?TR? a?t TOR? TOT? TOT «TTR fa?T 
a?T RHTR T'TR TOt??TTOR? RT? 5HT? RT?R HT?C<? t?RT R f??R RT? tb^l $?l 

c? ?Tti rr$ TO?t ?«s1r? ms tot? *\tot? ^rt ?rfc?r?r dray rt?r 
HTR? ?T Rt RTJ OlcH? HR R ®tH^f??T HTR Rt *R!fiC?? TOTT? 

tot ?u to;r? r sm toct rtr htr r«or to tot *o&t 5rt hxsc rt?r ?t; 

mI^i? rt?r c? rt? c? a?*rc Tor? §T?T TO I ^8 ?^t? ?rt cct? rtr? 
twy? RR TOT? ^?T mfmVSJ TOR? ?T?^T RT?R HTR ilTOlt? *R*t TO?T 

?? tmtftT RT? C? «ra? RT?R HTR? U I Rt tCHTR RTTO TO 

h1?t TO aC y Vfi? i 

a? <I W W TO ?C^T? RTR? aC WmSKK RT?1?TO TORR RTRCC?, 

TO TOT? TOCT?* ?!W8fi ?^5FR interned RTRCC? TO fw? aC HTTtHCT 
fey ?ri to? ?wr^«t? a?t Kim h?t? ?t?^t htoW rtrTcr? i 

frolrnj, nh ?^r tot rrt r m hTO ®ftt srr? rr, ^r? «rt 

TOTO RR ?T?T «F?T RTR, ST RTR RR civil liberty ? TO &RT1 TOT 
5ff«RTTO *TO*t ?rtW, ?TR? ®RT «TTR TO«T? HFTORT TO, TO? ?f? W CTO, 
yfHTOr? Hl?T?T? ?TtR CTO TOT V R?T, TOTR CTOT civil liberty I 

to mzm vrtK r h I tot? f^s? rr to? foam bTT mmft rtto a, Rl: 

HlTOT? TOT «n1R ¥?T RTR at TO&T STOr TOT HCf? TO ffTTOT ?Tl 

ff^jT at TOTR ?7TtTO? R *cT«l WfCTO$? HI RR *TT«T fHCOT. VT CTO d 
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Nfttism ?T Fascism a? ?C?T« TOSIT TO ?Tl CTT? TO TO? 

Dictator at fTOCI TOTOIH? Diotator TO «RJTOt*T CTOTO TOC??, <Wt 

al TO5*T? OT at fair CTO TOR R TfaTC TO TORIES afa *M^? ? 7 TO ROT 

TOM 

TO9C at adjournment motion R ^tfw fTOJ*T TOT CTTRR ?f? C?t 
aflfc «R^ ROT TOf ST ROT C? ?? mttz* TOflR? Ministerial Party • 1 
TOT CTO TO TOM TOT, TOR ^fatfTO CTO $fc?T? TO5R?T TOT l C? CTO 
5RT, 5RTTO SCTOR Rt, ?^TO ^TTTTO «R^?*rT3R* rival TOTTOl TOffRF 
n?!?T? «F$T5 1 TTO TOTO*T CTO? ?T?T CTTCTCTI C?t TOTST? SCTOC? TO b TO TOT 

Trtar cm cro ctoct, TOmir srtot fronts? to crocri ?rf? jpcr 

iralc^F challenge TOTf? foft TO constituency sS^TTTOSTlCC faR ?fa 

m*fc?c*T>? at srt^j ? 1 fc? wf? «trot to?, srrfa to tot cro 3 * 5 $ irff, 

CTORTO ?,H21TO fTTOR TO CTO, at R f?CS? ?S 3TO? TOT? ifaTO? a?t march 
TOT? Stfaro TOT CTO? C?«?T CTTC?CT at TOTO TO?T TOSWOT TOR*? TOR fa? 

Election ?$t TOUT CTO? S^C? \5St STfaRTO^R? Field CTO TOTT? 
ro a* War WfCT'ft* faRCTI W CTOT? War, TOTO? TOT 

ST? CTO WT Rti TOT? ?IT ROTflRR RTOR ?faWTC?? War 

CSTTOT Great Britain a CWC? communist 3$fa TO? ROT* 

?fa TOT ?JR? f??^?« ?$ STTO TO TO TOT? TOT? ifaTO? TORI fa*^ TOT5TT? 
?T? TOT War a? UTS Rffa JP^, CWR a*R fa Wft SsfaTC RTRR TO SRT 
TORT trade unionist R? a«(R CTO ITOTTlOT TOT? OTRR ROT? 

STTfa SfrrfaSR tfa?RT a^t>T ro Communist Bogey CTOTT TO l faSj 
RtfT cm ^ 10 TO spfaTOT search CTOC? a TOC*? CTO 3?Rt TOOT Cm ?T1 
*bRT SR^rr?l? Independence Day ? •TJRl *T^W? TOTO S^tTO CSOTT? TO 
TO l TOT ®ffi5TO? STR? Chief Presidency Magistrate ? faF? fac? TOOT TO; 
fa*^ TOT CTOTR^ TOR TO! * TOS?T a* ®TS"T? C? *8 TOfrT? TOT *fWR5T RC? CTO 
TO l SNft? benefit of doubt aiHRl TO CTO sJ*W CTOTl Public 

Prosecutor aR? fa?JR CTO ifaCTO? 2RR CTOCS TORR ?T 1 n^Jt»T« ??; 

^trtsitr cto? a^5i c? ©1m © ®?t?t stt^tt cttc?ct, croctT^ sr srr cto?cs *tt?csr 
?Tl WTfa TOT? TOR? 8R 5R $TTO ^ CTO? C? inefficient police CTO? 
?T TOC5T6 aT CTOCT ?fa®fS TOT aTOS TOT5R m^fcT^ ?fa at fwro CTO? 
TOT TO Rt \faTO TOTO CTOTOT CTOTO TO l «T*fTC CTOdT convict CTOTO 
KICTO, T5TCTTT5T benefit of doubt a? a$£r OTTtTO example 

TO?T RfTOCTOI 

TO at C? ^>^SR CTOTO ^T? ?fa®TO?? erTfa RS?T CTTC?CT a$T dTfrT f?fa? 
fafa? TO! ?7? TO*f ?6?T? ?? CTO WfCTCTO TO *RT JT^TT? JTOtS CTTC1CT! 
CTR? 5ror fatTPR ?TT?TT? 9eRC*T? BWJT? S?? SfafaS — R? TR? ?C? TOT? H*SlR? 
BRTO? TOTfi CTTW TO C?t fC? TOT TORR I STt TOT at War ?JTT? 9TO CTO? 
R?CT? ?fa CTO ?TO 9RT9 faCTO? TOT ?T? ?fa CTO STfTC? fTO $ SfaCTO 
CTOT? STOCTO ^1 TO RFTC^R«IT ?T? 5TCTTC? sit? a??? a?fa af TOTOT ?1fo? faro 
faCI OTR? fTOPR TOR? CTOOT TOR? at fftTOJlt TOT?? SR^'C TO a? TO? sfa^tfa 
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BITKJI to 2$ eRft55 f®M f TO t CT 5! <ltl5 C5dC5 fTOC* I 

fmfOT C5 W$ union <2 successful strike CTOTf OTTO *M~bU 25 
f$TO rmr^ TO5 electrical workers union <25 CTO5 TO l CHTO TO 25RJR 
Gandhitr* TO TO 5 ! communism 25 5T$ CTO^ to: electric 

workers TO organise CTOC® CTOTO 25t TOT strike CTOW <Hl5 

nr* ujvz mre tor cnro to^ srctos totto 

« k <£MD*K fro sralro strike 5*rc eiT*t*i *t OT5 I*%* 

R^WTR ntTOTl C^T TO TTO I 2$ *RTOfa TOT toTf*3T C^TC5f*TO strike 

5T5T organise C^itfllVccM OTTOT aTiS 5 TW s fT s fT c ^5 HjSS C’5“0 5^R Si 1 *} TOTT 

m, ottos re* re* 2* tore? to (jto, afa. a$to) 25ft ren? 

Comrade Ismail 5*faTOI Tramway Workers Union re 
organise CTOTO CF$T restore 1 CHTTO RFto, 5f*TO;, 3$fo5 3t0 

TOtftofa Kfo *Qt to} TOT TO*! TOTS 2 $ tore? to TnTT^TOl 2 JPTO 
rej^rol* tore TOtos $?r? *re to srtrt totto terrorise to 25t 
nTO nr^T workers TOS ^5 organisation re terrorise TO I 
TO$ reTT? CH WO super profits TO OT TO$ TOTO *flre TO Cb*0l 2*TOT5 

3*tr tot? fro re^s ton *r:re nrer ®nro reTO$ to* to^tt rere? wo 
fWTO f55^5G toTO [TOTCTI 5WT*M^. faTO^T? ^ TTOtol «HM v Cf I 
TORtntTO TO*IT CTTO5 WfrTOT; 2fa CTO? TOT TO TO TOFTO to 
tonTO TOTI, TOO 0T5T TOft? TO 4 ft*TO5 moratorium 25 TO C5*>T *T TO I 

2«r wre re forol to^ to 355 njj^i rwco 3 if«% 1 

25 adjournment motion 2TO^ *50 C0TC&5 STO? n5Tf®0 *STO WTTO 
«nx* f5RJ OT TO« 25 *C*T 25^ TO 5$ warning 5TTO I TO TO TOT fW&l 
2* House 25 fc05 55 TO *5 25 tore l CWT5 2* tore 5 s * CTO5 TO5T 
TO. TO n^TT CTO5T* I «ITfa W* t*TO5 Sir Nazimuddin W TOT5R Wt 
C5 f0t5 TOTO fTO3T5l « fTOT*1 *tff 5T TOT50 € TO^O fPT OTO fot5 0l3 CTOOT 

to srTto i nto to tore entR o*rre to 5 ^ *f? to tos renl rero 
fw, af*w 6 5totop jfOto Sn5 toto ^57 25 * ttanr* to to555l? 
rerre «nreR. re f 5 n 5 lo cro to toto^ ^rrtnre cw? to rerrem 1 2 ^ to 
to 25 5lfo5 *rx srt05T5 totoT, ®W2R« *W tos re»n renre 20 w cotosf 55, 
«ror reVt rerre f*5i 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, not long ago 1 had 
occasion to sa\ a few woid> regal ding the Defence of India Act and 
the Rules made thereunder. On that occasion I described the Act and 
the Rules made thereunder as promulgated not for the defence of 
India’s freedom hut for the perpetuation of India’s slavery. I did not 
anticipate on that occasion that within few weeks of that speech of mine 
the Government would issue orders which would justify to the full 
the observation which I had made on that occasion. Sir, we know that 
the Tie feme of India Act has been promulgated by the Central Legia- 
lature and that the rules which have been framed thereunder have been 
applied b\ them to this province. I know that the Goveihiment of this 
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province hud no option but to accept the rules. — hud no option, unless 
they chose out of u seuso of self-respect, out of a sense of dignity, out 
of u sense of prestige, to decline to promulgate those rules in this 
province, to stand up foi the right> of the people to stand up for the 
libertief of the people and to >u\ with one voice, —Well, v ou the 
Government of India imt\ promulgate v»*ur rule'*, but we the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, the people > Government, the popular Government will 
stand between those lilies in our piovince. Sn, it wus a vain hope. 
This Government, as we know, tamelv . docilolv submitted to those rules. 

Let me now conic to the rnannei in which those inles are being 
applied m this prov nice. Muv i. Sn, lcmind the House t what the 
Preamble to the A< 1 ^av** “Whereas an emeigeiiev has arisen which 
renders it ncce^an to provide tor special measures to ensuie the public 
safetv and interest and the defence oi British India and foi the trial 
of certain oileneo That is the Preamble. To start with, I believe 
the lion hie the Home Ministei will no! contend in this House that 
the oi del s which have been passed on II praietul citizens were orders 
which wen* necessaiv toi “the deteliee of Blltlsh India.” I believe 
he will seek to lake sheltei under the words “public safetv and interest. 0 
Sir. these vvonls or words almost similar to them are to he found in the 
Defence of the Realm Art and Kegulat ions of Great Britain of the 
year 19! L which came up for consideration before the House of Lords 
in the \e»i 1917, and I mav remind this House of tin* words of protest 
which wen* uttered b\ that great juiist, Lord Shaw of Dunfermline. 

1 hope the repetition of his words in this House will satiHv everyone 
who approaches this matter with an opt n mind that the Defence of 
India Act and the Rules made thereunder wen* not promulgated with 
the object, with the intention of locking up or e\tcrning peaceful 
citizens who an* going about their normal avocations. Tin* words of 
Lord Shaw which 1 find in Hie Appeal Gases of 1917 wen* these: “In 
the exercise of that power*' considering, as In* was doing, the expres- 
sions which were to he found in the Defence ot the Realm Act and 
Regulations of 1914, said he* “In the exercise of that power the 
plainest teachings of history and dictates of justice demand that, on the 
one hand. Government power, and. on the other, individual rights— 
these two — shall face each other as partv and parts But if is not 
so, so it is said: here the Government as a party shall act at its own 
hand: the subject as a party shall submit and shall not he heard; the 
Government is at once to be party, judge a«id executioner. When — 
so is the logic of the argument — Parliament took elaborate pains to 
make a legal course and legal remedy plain to the subject as to all the 
regulations which were stated in detail, there was one thing yhich 
Parliament did not disclose, but left Courts of law to imply— namely, 
that Parliaiptnt, all fche time and intentionally, left unother deadly 
weapon in the hands of the Government of the day under which the 
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remainder of those very Acts, not to speak of the entire body of the 
laws of these islands protective of liberty, would be avoided. As occa- 
sion served the Government of the day, despotic force could be wielded, 
and that whole fabric of protection be gone. My Lords, I do not believe 
Parliament ever intended anything of the kind. We are not in the 
region of subtlety or obliquity. Holding the views I do of this 
parliamentary transaction, and forming these from the language 
employed, I cannot attribute to the Legislature the intention alleged.’ ’ 

Sir, these words apply with equal force to the Defence of India Act 
and the Rules made thereunder, and I will ask the House to consider 
and to decide in favour of the view 1 am placing before it that the 
Defence of India Act and the Rules made thereunder cannot have the 
intention which the Government of the day alleged that they have. 
They do not say so in so many words, but their conduct shows, their 
conduct in extern ing fourteen peaceful citizens shows that they are 
attributing to an Act and Rules of the Central Legislature the inten- 
tion which they never had. 

Now, Sir, there is one other passage in the speech of Lord Shaw 
which 1 will make no upolog\ for quoting in this House. He said 
towards the end of his speech before the House of Lords : “Vested with 
this power of proscription, and permitted to enter the sphere of opinion 
and belief, they, who alone can judge as to public sateU and defence, 
may reckon a political creed their special can*, and if that creed be 
socialism, pacifism, republicanism, the persons holding such creeds may 
be regulated out of the wav, although never deed was done or word 
uttered by them that, could he charged as a crime. The inmost citadel 
of our liberties would he thus attacked. For. as Sir Erskine May 
observes, this is ‘the greatest of all our liberties— liberty of opinion’.” 

Now, Sir, after these illuminating words of Lord Shaw, may I not 
say that the Government of the day b\ their recent acts have laid 
themselves open to the charge that they are reckoning political creed 
or creeds as their special care? And if that creed he socialism, or 
pacifism or communism then of course the persons holding such creeds 
must he regulated out of the way, whether the Defence of India Act 
or the Rules apply to them or not. Sir. since the promulgation of the 
Defence of India Ordinance, which has now been turned into an Act, 
and the promulgation of Rules made thereunder, this province has 
made protest after protest against these measures, but up till now those 
protests have gone in vain. Only yesterday we had a meeting of the 
citizens of Calcutta which would have appeared to any person who 
considers himself to be a public man the climax of those protests. Sir, 
personally, I do not consider it to be the climax of our protests, because 
I feel that unless this Act and the Rules made, thereunder are consi- 
dered by the Government of the day as a dead letter, T. as Leader of 
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the Congress Party in this House and of the members on this side of 
the House, should go out of this House to disobey the Act and the 
Rules made thereunder and submit to imprisonment. 1 desire to warn 
the Government that they stand before the bar ot history and that all 
the pomp and glitter and eircumstanee of their position will avail them 
not when they stand before the bar of history, and that if they Ho not 
by their arts and eonduet make the Deienee of India Art and the Rules 
made thereunder a dead letter, then this side of the House will see to 
it that it becomes a dead letter just as the Rowlatt Art became a dead 
letter in this country. The protests wlmh we have recorded and the 
protests that we propose to record day after day, week after week, 
month after month, are protests which will not be recovered merely by 
the Congress Party. Those who do not dwell with us in the same house, 
those who do not worship with us in the same temple, those who do not 
profess the same political creed will all join us in those protests. We 
desire to impress upon the Government lit this stage before matters go 
further that they had better be forewarned. If taking shelter under 
the letter ot the law and breaking its spirit they extern innocent and 
peaceful citizens whose only crime is that they aie labour workers, 
whose only crime is that they are socialists or pacifists or communists, 
we desire to tell them in all seriousness and with the utmost sense of 
responsibility that the day is not far distant when they will have to 
rue the ads which lliey have committed to-day. Sir, 1 desire to speak 
as Leader of the Congress Party and with the support, I believe, of the 
majoritv of the Opposition to my lelt, I desire to say in all seriousness 
and. I may add. with all humility, that if the Government do not 
retrace their steps, we shall again consider British jails to be places of 
pilgrimage for us. If the rights of the citizens of Calcutta and of the 
province, which should he < lit* special care of tin 1 Government of the 
day, are not safeguarded - if those rights are trampled under foot —we 
do not mean to sit quiet We mean to emulate the example of that 
great American who turned the vote of the American Contention when 
the "American Convention was deciding whether there was to be a war 
or no war. We shall try to emulate in our own humble* way the 
example of that great American, Patrick Henry, who said when 
addressing the American Convention “Give me liberty or give me 
death.” (Loud applause from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker 

Mr. SPEAKER: I now call upon Sir Nazimuddin to reply, as 
there is hardlv much time for the debate to close. 

The Hon'tya Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is now about 
7-40 p.m. and the adjournment motion comes to an end at 8-20 p.m., 
so I submit that *Mr. Siddiqi may he allowed to speak. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: I know that. You will no doubt take o con- 
siderable time to reply and after that I have kept 10 minutes for the 
division as there is no doubt that a division will be claimed. 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May l point out. Sir, that some time 
may be found for Mr. Siddiqi? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am sorry, Mr. Shnhabuddin, \ou may remember 
that when 1 asked \ou to suggesl names of speakers from your side 
you suggested some names. When after consulting* you I found that 
none of them were going to speak, thereafter I called on Mr. Hose to 
speak. So 1 am afraid that at this stage I cannot grant voiir request. 
Sir Nazim udd in. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before 1 deal with 
the motion and reply to the real motion, I would like to reph to the 
speech of Sri Narendra Naravan (Miakrabart v . Sir, Sri Xarendra 
Narayau rhakrabart \ is in tin* habit ot deli wring speeches and making 
attacks almost of ,i personal character, and I have replied to him more 
than once, and 1 will do it again and later on if he continues such 
speeches then I will treat them with the coniempt that they deserve. 
Let me tell Sri Narendra Narawui ( ’hakrabart \ , let me reply to him in 
the words ot a \erse written h\ a \e?*v famous author, which is as 
follows 


w fy y C_l r 

* > * * 

£ yt O-J L. A* c—r> 

Or. NALIN AK8HA 8ANYAL: Mease render it in Bengali. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I knew that you would 
not be able to understand this language and that is why 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Well, I have no business to 
understand this language. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: And that is why your 

demand for nationalism and a national India falls to the ground. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: Why don’t 

you translate it into Bengali ? 
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Tfw Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You are not Bengalees, 
but you ore Indians. 

(There was a great uproar at this stage.) 

{Cries of “I rdu is not the national language of India.*’ ) 

Those theories and those ideals are no longer there, and it is time 
that Sri Naiendra Narayan Chakraharty woke up and not aet like 
Rip A an AY inkle. He might to know that there is Mieh a thing as 
the Muslim League, there is the ereed of the Muslim League and there 
is the demand of the Muslim League, and until and unless those 
demands ate met these appeals, these taunts about nationalism will 
fall on deal ears. Let me tell Sri Naiendra Narayan Chakraharty that 
the Muslims are no longer the gullible tools that they have been ho 
long They are not going to he led into the trap 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I rise on a 
point of older!*' Is the Hon'ble Sir Nazimuddin now speak’ng as a 
Membei of the Government 01 ,i Muslim Leaguer}* 

((’lies of “Both.” > 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Those words and those 
appeals al>out nationalism and domination In a foreign power will not 
do. Until and unless the demands of the Muslims are given in by the 
so-called nationalists, the Muslims will certainly see that there is no 
advance made in tin* Const itution. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Ma> I emj uire. Sir. u hat t his has 
got to do with the Defence of India Rules}* 

(Great uproar at this stage again.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V out point of order would have been legitimate, 
but 1 am afiaid that the speeches of Balm Narendra Narayan 
Chakraharty and the Leader of the Opposition and others have pro- 
ceeded on the basis that the whole act of Government is au anti- 
national and a sla\e act And as such Sir Nazimuddin is perfectly 
entitled to say all that he has said. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mav I point out, Sir, that you 
hove entirely misinterpreted and misunderstood my speech? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I was not saving only of yours but of some 
others. 

Mr. SAR/J? CHANDRA BOSE: 1 should be very much beholden 
to you if you eould point out any portion of my speech which could be 
oonstrued as being of that description. 
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Blbu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

rat*r». *tf»i nfwre f#i %'s sft i ^fsti wtfa 

*IWC C*tS generalise Stl I '6? «4«fTW *»|»Nt5IOr* faai 

YW C¥T* Y«1 aiats «*? Yftf *C»I *itfa aia Yft al I 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not responsible for the Ilon’ble Sir 
Naximuddin’s speech. All that I am concerned with is to see whether 
it is relevant or not. Your statement was that the act of Government 
was that of a slave and that of an anti-nationalist. He says, “T don’t 
choose to be a nationalist.” That is his answer. And I cannot help 
it. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May I draw your attention to 
the fact that the question under discussion is a general one? How 
does the question of Muslims or Hindus come in? The Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin is speaking here as a Home Minister. He is not an 
exjHinent of the Muslim League. 1 am myself a Muslin. (Tries of 
4< No! No!” from the Coalition Benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin has replied 
sufficiently to the general question. Will he kind] \ come to the 
subject under discussion now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Without your lequest, 

I was coming to the subject. I have made my protest and that is 
^enough. Before I deal with the other speakers 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Speak as a zumindar! 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: if I am provoked, I 
know* how to reply to the honourable gentleman 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: We know what your position 
is. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHPBUDDIN: You have no position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I ask the side to mv right to remain 
.absolutely silent? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will tow deal with 

■the speech of the Leader of the Opposition. I think that there would 
have been a great point in the appeal that he made, in the challenge 
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thttt lie threw out, in the demand that he made and in the condemnation 
which he poured on this Government it he had done this four months 
ajro, when the Congress Governments were in power and when they 
were using the mle* ot the Defence <d India Act and the Defence of 
India Ordinances on even occasion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : It is a he They never 

did that 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJI : Sn 

Mr. SPEAKER: It you want to make a statement, you may do so 
when you get your opportunity This is a reply which the Hon'ble 
Minister is making It is impossible to earn on utiles* the Hon’ble 
Mnustei is allowed a patient hearing 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Truth is always 

unpleasant If \oii will onh listen, I will ionic to the tacts of the 
mm' (A MiMiu-K Nohod \ will listen 1o nonsense > 

In I<m know. Kluksai aiiests weie made nuclei the Defence ot India 
Itules and Defence ot India Ordinance* Therefore a* long as the 
Imiicmnihie I jeadei ot tin* Opposition is 11 member ot the Congress. I hiu 
* uie (his challenge ot his is rathei out of [dace and out of time. 

Now, Sir, I want to deal with another point before I take up the 
subject and that is about Mr. Muzaftar Ahmad and his being arrested 
and then being let oft without being prosecuted, therein assuming that 
he was absolutely innocent. Actually a riumher of ptolnhited publica- 
tion* and proscribed publication* were seized when his house was 
*eai died. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Nu*. Is the Double Mini*fei entitled to cast any reflections on a court 
ot law after the mini has disc hatred the accused Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may he that a man may he acquitted in spite 
of certain doc uments in his possession. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAB: They do not establish 

an\ guilt whatsoever. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government did not 
press this charge liecause they were content w'ith extemirig him, at the 
earn* time keeping the charge against him. Otherwise it would have 
meant his remaining in Calcutta, 
il 
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A a regard* the serious inconvenience caused because of the short 
notice and because of the fact that -they were confined to their rooms 
and not allowed to go out and make any arrangements, there is only 
one thing I have got to aav and that is that if these people had made 
any representations asking for further time or for facilities to go out 
and make arrangements Government would have permitted them under 
certain conditions. (Tries of “Oh! 0h!“ from the Congress and other 
Opposition Denches.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May 1 rise to a }>oiiit of 
order y When oui friends of the Opjiositiou were speaking, 1 think I 
can claim without any fear ot contradiction that the members of the 
(Coalition I *a j t \ here ne\ei raised a single word. They nevei interrupted 
the speakers because we all thought that the matter that was being 
discussed was a \ery serious one and had to he discussed from the point 
of view- whethei really the liberty of the subjects had been interfered 
with by an \ unjustifiable action on the part of Government 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it .i speech or a point of 
order? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 can also interrupt like 
that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr Sanval, may 1 draw your attention to one 
thing that when a point of order is being raised, courier demands 
that you should not interrupt the Hon’ble the Thief Minister till he has 
finised? 9 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I wish to point out to my 
friends oi the Opposition that no useful purpose will he served 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I uni sorry. You must confine \ ourself to the 
point of order. 

(On the Hon'hle the Tibet Minister resuming his seat, there were 
cries from all sides of the House. 1 

After all, if this is the way m which you aie demonstrating your 
fitness for parliamentary life that when a member representing an 
opposite jM)int of view speaks in this House, either from this side or 
from the other side, he is not given even a hearing, then I am afraid 
it is, a great condemnation of the system. I hope you wull realise that 
no parliamentary government can function unless both sides give 
attention to each other with a courtesy that it demands-* I hope there 
will he no more interruption. 
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The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That explains the tiling. 
There was no attempt made by anybody to ask fur further time. If a 
representation had been made to Gov eminent, they could have granted 
permission uudei certain condition*. 

Now, Sir. 1 come to the mam point I think it is unfortunate that 
there were very few speaker who did come to the mam issue. Hut 
one or two ot them did and they chiefly lu»*ed their opposition on the 
ground that Government t-ook tins actum against these people merely 
with the idea ot stiffing the IuImuit movement and because they 
apprehended that theie would he serums riots m the coming ('ahmtta 
Corporation election* These aiguments that have been put forward 
are so childish that one would not pay* ordinarily any senoiu importance 
to them. Hut what I am *urpn*ed at is that a numhei of speukers 
who have s|x»ken from tlie other side of the House have never 
mentioned anything alamt the activities of persons who have been 
publishing leaflets, uiiaut housed leaflets, who have been placarding the 
walls of educational institutions, mills and othei places with (Misters, 
anti-war posteis, and of people who are continuously moving about 
trying to foment trouble and create disturbances. Who are thse 
people? Wlm «ue doing this v (Mr SniNvni Hvm imi i Agent 
provocateurs.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: (tide), hi del I hope you will lealisc that if \i»u 
have got to leply to it, this is not the occasion to do *o You have 

to take the opportunity at the ne\1 budget discussion to give reply 

categorically to Sn Yi/imuddm unless <>f course theie are exigencies 
in which I might permit a special oppoi t unit \ . 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sit. may 1 thiough you icijimst 
the Hon’ble Minister not to address question* to tins side of the House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, am I not entitled 
to address the House according to the parliamentary practice? 1 am 
surprised at this remark from the Leader <d the Opposition. 

It ran not be denied tliat hundreds and thousands of leaflets are 

being distributed not only m mill area**, not only in Cnlmtla, but also 
in certain rural areas. (Cues of Question! Question!” from the 
Opposition Benches. ) Now, Sit, it is well known, it may be denied 
in this House, as the honourable members are honourable members, I 
assume that certainly they are ignorant of it, # but let me tell them that 
those people who are distributing these leaflets, those people who are 
active — they will simply laugh at the ignorance of the honourable 
members opposite 

Mr. 8AR*T CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Home Minister 
place evidence before the House? 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI* Sir, can the Leader of the 
Opposition interrupt the Hon’ble Home Minister in this wav? 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do not he an apologist for every- 
body 

Mf. 8PEAKER: 1 think I should expect Let ter parliamentary 
method. All J say is that in a debate ■of this character if there is to be 
any interruption, i\ should he h\ the leader of the Opposition, if at 
all, and the reply cun he given In the Hon’ble Home Minister, other- 
wise the consequence will he just what we are trying to avoid. 

The Hon’bfe Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is well known to 
tliose who are active, well known to those people who are members of 
the communist party that their deliberate aim and object is to create 
difficulties, to create disturbances, to create disaffection w r ith the 
ultimate aim ot bringing about mass revolution Sir. I have said this In 
the House once before. There is no question ot there being any doubt 
aliout this. There are people who have said so in speeches aUmt the 
war they are persons who pmfess to be communists, they are persons 
who profess to have < nmiiiumstic ideas And what is nioie let me read 
from <*ne ot (lie papers which is being ciiculated sunept it iou*ly h\ the 
name ot “( ommunist . “ This is what appeared in ‘Tommuuist” of 
November. HW!f, and I am sure this will interest the honourable I/eader * 
of t he ( opposition. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask the llou'hle Home 
Minister, who circulated that v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All our anti-war 

activ it ies 

Mr, 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, may 1 have an answ'er to my 
question !' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have allowed you latitude and it is for the 
Hon’ble Minister to reply to your question or not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: These tilings are being 
done surreptitiously by the members of the communist party 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Their names please!' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: “All our anti-war 

activities to-day, viz., protest strikes, local ahti-war actions, demon- 
strations, mass distribution of literature, anti-war propaganda, must 
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have as their main object the creation of such a powerful anti-war 
sentiment among the people in general ami the mass of Congressmen 
in particular as would move the Congress itself towards the struggle. M * 

Then it goes on to sav — “The present stalemate between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Congress ran < m l \ he broken b\ patient and 
systematic anti-war propaganda, frequent and widespread anti-war 
strikes, demonstrations, exposiue of imperialist lies almut the demo- 
cratic character of the present war 

To give pioletai ian impress to the national struggle, independent 
class action of the proletanat will la* one n| the most mdispeiisiilile 
and I>ow erf ul weojH>ns. Mass anti-war strikes by the working 4 lasses, 
anti-wai rallies and demonstrations would bring the working classes 
before the mass as the most uncompromising opponent of imperialist 
war, and most insistent fightei fot national freedom. Such actions will 
be jrosstble onh by intensive political agitation among the working 
chisses 1 h lough street-cornei meetings, hand-bills exposing the real 
rhaiactei of the wat ami making the woikmg classes conscious of its 
role ami i.isk^ and confining proletariat action onl\ to struggle tor 
economu demands, higliei wages m mow of rise in prices, etc., would 
mean lenouncmg the task of making a bold bid f<it proletarian leader- 
ship 111 the political >1 niggle ahead ” 

The last portion runs thus “The parfv must develop methods to 
act 1 vise am) train a large mass of class conscious workers and peasants 
who ge ne rail v follow the lead of the part}, organise them info auxiliary 
groups for ( 1 1st 1 ibut ion of illegal literature and info droek troops for 
carrying out mass fMihtiral action** such as protest strikes, give them 
fKili t i< a l training and llius bioaden the effective mass basis of the party 
among the workeis and the toiling masses.” 

(The Hon'ble Minister here reached the tmie-lnntf. ) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have had too 
many inlet nipt ions. So 1 would ask for a little more time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I have taken that into consideiation. 

The motion that the House do now adjourn was then put and a 
division taken with the following result — - 

AVEI 7I. 

•trMtft, li»« SHyiaii PrMM. 

Mia, Mr. Kiaur. 

•kavailk, Or. Orttoli Ckaair*. 

•ttwfti, lih Ukikaii Rirayaa. 

•a»M, Mr. Ottlk Ul. 

•tmM, Mr. liriMn Ratk. 

Mat. Mr. Itral MiMra. 

CMkraMftj, B<M NinMn Ninjfii. 
Ct iWrMO fy, Mr. MtrlfUa. 

MtMlarf, Ml MinOn R**k. 


AMMMkMr Palwaa, Mr. Mi. 
AkMI WaMi, Maatvi. 

AM H«mR tartar, Mavlvi. 
AMI ran, Mr. Mi. 

Akaai KMa, Mr. tfM. 
M ii M h Akaiai, «r. 

••Mrg, Mr. latfa ?ripu 
•kMrfaa, Mr. SJMatk. * 
Mnaa, MM FraaMri. 
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Dm, tiki Mikiin Ohaarda. 

DM, Safe* Radbanath. 

Oat, Mr. Manmahan. 

Oal Bupta, Baba Khagandra Bata. 
Dal Qapta, Dr. 4 . M. 

Dai Bupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dalai Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. tukumar. 

Datta Bapta, Mill Mira. 

Datta Maaumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Haqut, Kan. 

Qanguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. 
Bhoia, Mr. Atal Kriihna. 

Biaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Baiwaml, Mr. Tula! Chandra. 
Bapta, Mr. Jogaih Chandra. 

Haaan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad 
dalaluddin Haihamy, Mr. Syad. 
dalan, Mr. I. D. 
jonab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 
Khan, Mr. Dahandra Lall. 

Kanda, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Mali, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 
Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprova. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maadal, Mr Amrita Lai. 


Maadal, Mr. dagaadra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriahaa Prasad. 
Manlruzzaman Islamahadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Maqbul Hosaln, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Dr. tyamapraaad. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayaa. 
Mukarjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Carat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihuteib. 

Natkar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Nauihar Ah Mr. Syad. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy. Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkruhna. 

Roy, Mr. Kithon Pah. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

6anyai, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

8an, Rai Bahadur Jogatb Chandra. 
Shahtdah, Mr. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinjha, Babu Kihitra Nath. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Waiiur Rahman, Maulvi. 


NOE8 102. 


Abdul Halit, Mr. Miraa. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim. Mr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raichid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raihaid, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Raut, Khan 8ahib Maulvi S. j 

Abdur Raiaak, Maulvi. 

Abidur Rata Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. | 
Abul Haihim, Maulvi. ! 

Abul Hatain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Quaism, Maulvi. 

Attab Ali, Mr. 

Attab Hoialn Jeardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All Eaayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hatain, Mr. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Aawarul Aaim, Khan Bahadur Md. i 

Aihratali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hauain Khan, Maulvi. 

Askar Ali, Maulvi. 

•adrudduja, Mr. lyad. 

•arat All. Mr. Md. 

Ball-Hart, Min. P. B. 

■Irkmyra, Sir Hoary, Bart 
Chippaajala. Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib KirN Bhutan. 

Data, Baku Dahandra Nath. 

Idbar, Mr. Upaadraaath. 
far had Rata Chtwdhury, Mr. M. 


Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Fazlul Huq, tha Hon'toli Mr. A. K. 
fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr ( Myrnaniingtr. 

Comai, Mr. &. A 
Griffith*, Mr. C. 

Habibuliah, tha Hen'hlt Nawah Bahadur K4, at 
Dacca. 

Hahzuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddm Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haiham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Hatamaily Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Haywood, Mr. Ragan. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Hirtsal, Mr. M. A. F. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Kabiruddm Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Kazam Ali Mtrza, Sahihsada Kiwau dafe lyad. 
Kannady, Mr. I. B. 

McBragar, Mr. 6. 6. 

Maftzuddtn Chaudhury, Maulvi. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab. Maharajhumar Udiay Chau*. 
Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khie Bahadur BtauHi. 
Maadal, Mr. Banks Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chaudra, 

Maadal, Mr. Jagat Chaudra. 

Matud Alt Khan Paaui, Maulvi. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Nubian Ali, Mr. Md. 

Masiam Ali Mallah, Maalvi. 

Masammal Huq, Maulvi Md. v 
Muhammad Atul. Khaa Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad tshaqua, Maulvi. 
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Mahammad I trail, Maalvi. 

Mahammad tatataaa, Khaa tahib Maalvi. 

Malika, tki Maa'ata Mr. Nakaada Bahary. 

HaHkk, Mr. Palia Bahary 
Mattagaarul Haqat, Mr. Syad. 

Uirty. «k* Haa'hta Makaraja Srisbchaadra, of 
OMsimbaiar. 

Naurallah, Nawakiada K. 

Naiimaddin, tha Hta’klt Kkawaja Sir. K.C.I.E. 
Raarnddla, Mr. K. 

Itaxaar Rahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

Ray, tha Hen'klt Sir Bijay Prasad Sing*. 

Ray, Mr. Dhanaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
tabaka Alum, Mr Syad. 


lakrakia Akak, Mr. 
laliai, Mr. t. A. 

Saaaaltah, Al-Haj Maalaaa Dr. 
tarkar, laka Madhvivdan. 

Strain! Islam, Mr. 

Ihahabaddia, Mr. Khawaja, C.l.K. 
lhamauddin Ahmad Khaadhar, Mr. 
lirdar, Baba Lltta Maada. 

Itark, Mr. A. P. 

Itavan, Mr. 4 . W. R. 
lahrawardy, tba Man 'kit Mr. M. I. 
Tamiiuddm Khaa, tba Haa’kla Mr. 
Walkar, Mr W. A. M. 

Wbitahaad, Mr R B 
Vauiuf Mirta. 


i lu» A\ »>" litMnjr 7(i and t lie Noe> 10*, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 think it will he useless to jjo on with our non- 
ofhrinl Ml i U » - c I ;i \ Wo meet on v\ edlie"du\ ;it 4 - 4 > * p in 

Adjournment. 

It treill^r S-lli p ill 

J hi* I1 oum> adjourned till l-4”> pm on Wednesday, the ‘31st 
February . 1040, at t he A>semblv House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The A.nsemmey met in t lie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wedne*dn\, 
the 21st February, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present : 

Mr. Sj>eaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/u. Haqitf., i i e.) 
in the ('hair, 9 Hon'hle Ministers ami 224 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Election of Chairman of Dacca Municipality. 

•25. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of (lie Lot a I SelMbnei nrneut Department lie pleased 
in .state — 

(«) wlietliei the Government issued a n \ nM i net cm t oial or written, 
or through then Chief Whip m the Lower House, to the 
nominated membeis of the Dacia Municipality, especially 
to the Civil Surgeon and the Cit\ Superintendent of Polo e 
to exercise their vote* in bn our of a particular candidate 
for Chairmanship ot that Municipality : 

(/;) whether those nominated members were called b\ the Chief 
Minister and Ministei in charge of Local Self-Government 
while they were at Dacca just befoie the last election of the 
Chairmanship and weie instructed to vote for a particular 
candidate, and 

(r) whether the said Ministers ordered the District Magistrate of* 
Dacca to instruct the nominated members to east their \otes 
in favour of a particular candidate? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Daoci): DC No. 

(b) I exchanged views with nominated and v other members ot the 
municipality but no instructions were given to them. 

( c ) No. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer {b) when* 
the Hon’ble Minister sa\s that he exchanged views with the nominated 
and other members oi the municipality just on the eve of the election 
of Chairman, will lie please state what he exchanged his views altout Y 


The HoiTble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Tlie honourable membei u aware that 1 tome from Datra which u mv 
const it uencv . I hat beinj; si, 1 ha\e even uyht as a memhei to 
oonsult the opinion ot the people ot Dacca m reyard to municipal 
elections, and, as such, 1 ashed them a> to what the\ wete yomy* ♦<> do 
in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand the Uon’hle 
Ministei to sa\ that he exclunyed \ lew s i>sji 1 1 \ with a new to influence 
the olei t ion in an\ wa\ ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have alread\ stated that I e\( handed views not to influence the 
elections but .is a memhei ot Daica in this House as to what the people 
of Dacca were yoiny to do in these elections. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: M,.\ 1 know. Sir. in leyard to w hai 
he exchanyed views alrotil the election!*' 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, what eUe v 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Double Mmistei be 
pleased to state what were the views expressed h\ the nominated and 
other memhei s ? 


* Mr. 8PEAKER: That tpie-Hon does not aiise 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Wdl the Double Min inter he 
pleased to state whether m course <d exchange of views he expressed 
his own opinion about any particular candidate? 


The Hoit’Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaoca: 

I cannot say that offhand; l miyht have said obout my own personal 
opinion. 
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Strikes occurring during 1938 in Bengal. 

*26. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be 
pleased to state how many labour strikes took place in Bengal during 
January to October, 19'W? 

(h) How main of these strikes were — 

(i) ordinary; and 
in) Nta\-i»? 

Of In how many o| these <nses tlieie wa* — 

(t) lathi charge, 

(n) firing; and 
(in) use of tear gas? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8uhrawardy): (m 122 including i) 
begun in 1M8. 

(b) ( i ) 10H including 5 begun in HUS 
(?/) 1 I including 1 begun in HUS 

(c) (0 Two. 

(it) One. 

(tit) Nil. 

Transfer of lands colonised by Burmese settlers in Bakarganj. 

*27. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: <u) Will the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state 

( / ) whetliei am regulation is in tone tor the last 20 or 2o \ears 
in the several mot/jin colonised h\ Bwimese settlers in the 
Amtali |>olioe-station in the district oi Bakarganj; and 
in) whcthci the legulation foibids an\ ti mister ot bind b\ sale or 
otherwise to persons other than Burmese except ujxui decree 
sales ? • 

(h) if the answer to ia) is in the aflirmative. will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the operation of this regulation causes difficulty to the 
Burmese settlers in the dis|>o>al of their lands by sale; and 
(if) that the\ have lost a considerable portion of their holdings 
for the existence of the bar on transfer of land? 

(c) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, do the tiovemment 
contemplate the repeal of the said regulation? 
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MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hli Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): The restiirtion on transfer 

of land referred to has been imposed by section 4 fiA of the Bengal 
J eiut nc\ Act on Maghs in Bakuigani district and not by an\ regulation. 

'!*) (/) ^ es But section 1 ‘U’ ni t ho Bengal Tenancy Act sufficiently 
provides foi cases wheic transfei i> neces^an in the interest of the 
Maghs. 

i ti) No. 

<c) Does not arise 


Report on the enquiry into incidence of rents in khas mahals and 
temporarily-settled estates. 

*28. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: , Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

< iiai ge of 1 In hV\ rii ne lie | >.M I mcut aw ate 

in that Mi Stuail was appom i»*d Nj>c< ml (MIhci toi making 
einjunies as to the im idence oi tents m I, fun nu>lutl\ and 
tein}xoan]\ -set tied estates m Bengal; and 
in * that the s.n,| < > flu t* i lias submitted a repojl about a \ea? ago 
with i e< oiii memlat ions foi (eduction ni ieuts in Hun nnihah 
and tem pni a i il\ -s**t t led estates ni Bakaiganj and some other 
<1 i s 1 1 u ts v 

(In li the aitswei to <o> is m lio* afhi m.itixe, will the llon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state wliethei an\ ledmtion ot lent has been 
effected as the lesiiit of i e< ommendat ion made In I lie aforesaid (Ifficer f* 
(c> If not. ale tio* Irmeinmenl fon-idefmg the des'iabibtv oi ledue- 
ing the lent in i, Inn unilnil and tempo] ai il\ -set t led estates' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes 

{In Ordets }ia\e been issued foi reduction of ients in some cane* 
(ci The whole question is under the < on-ldei at ton nl ( io\ ei nment. 

. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister lm 
pleased to state if in all cases recommended by Mr. Stuart, order** have 

Wen issued foi reduction of rents nt in -elected cases onl\ '* 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8A0 SINGH ROY: 1 have mentioned 
4 "some cases’’. 


Mr. NI8HWHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for not issuing such orders in all oases but 
only in some selected cases ? 
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The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The whole 
question is under con si deration of Government, and only in those cases 
where Government considered immediate relief necessary, they issued 
instructions. 


Recruitment of Assistant Surgeons this year. 

•29. Mauivi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department }>e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

( i ) how many Assistant Suigeons have been recruited this year; 

(u) their names, age, qualifications, experiences and native 
districts ; 

(ui) how many yea is each of them took in the Medical Polle^e to 
obtain the M.1L degree; and 

(tv) in how many chances each of them parsed the M.1L Final 
Examination ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to furnish another 
statement shotting the particulars asked for in (a) (u), (ui) and </r) 
with regard to the candidates who were interviewed in connection with 
the said appointments 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Daoca): Appl lent ions were made to the Public 
Service (ommission and recruitments Mere made on the recommendation 
of the Commission which interviewed the candidates. The information 
required b\ the honourable members is not available with Government. 

Successful candidates from Daoca Medical School. 

•SO. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Dejxirtmeut he 
pleased to lay a statement on the table showing, year by year, since 
19H4 — 

(i) the total number of students in the fourth year class of the 
Dacca Medici*! School; 

(it) how many of them were allowed to appear in the Final 
Examination; 

(mi) how many of them were regular; and 

(iv) the total number of successful candidates? 

* * 

( b) If the number of successful candidates is not adequate, do the 
Government contemplate an enquiry into the matter? 
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The Hati'Mc Nawab Khwaja HA8IBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

{a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause ui ) of starred question 
\o. 30, regarding the number of students ami i Hisses in the Dacca 
Med iced School. 



Total 
number of 
s tui in it* 
in the 4th 
year class. 

2 

Xuuilwr <»f HtuiU'ht* 

allowed to apjH'ar tn 
tho Final Examination. 

NumU«r 
of MUCCOiM. 

fill candi- 
(Into* 

Itogulai . 

3 

liiv^ulat . 

4 

Min. iu:u 

79 

29 

43 

34 

Xmrmln'r. 1934 

73 

17 

37 

28 

Mu), 193.7 

79 

3*. 

2 s 

24 

Nnvmnfoer, 193.7 

92 

32 

4a 

38 

M«\ . 1938 

91 

47 

3.7 

37 

NovoiiUt, 1 938 

84 

32 

47 

32 

Ma\ , 1937 

89 

23 

37 

2.7 

November, 1937 

98 

3.7 

4.7 

21 

May, 1938 

109 

ft] 

.71 

33 

November, 1938 

102 

13 

87 

28 

May, 1939 

103 

40 

ftO 

32 


Recovery of advances taken from Contributory Provident Funds. 

*31. Mr. SURENDRANATH BI8WA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether there is a rule to recover advances iaken from Contributory Pro- 
vident Funds by copyists of Civil Court* when after such recovery a sum 
of Rs. 25 or more of a copyist’* remuneration is still left over? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, has the District 
Judge of Faridpur recently ordered the non -recovery of advance taken 
from the Contributory Provident Fund by a copyist when more than 
Rs. 25 of that copyist's remuneration would have been left over, if 
the recovery in question were made? 

( c ) If so,«what action, if any, do the Government propose to take 
in the matter? 
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MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, as a special case for one month only. 

( c ) The matter is undei consideration. J have received further 
news that the amount has since been realised. 

*32* Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether there is a rule for 
the recovery of advances taken from Contributory Provident Funds 
by copyists of Civil Courts when alter such recovery a sum of Rs. 25 
or more of a copyist’s remuneration is still left over. 

(b) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, whether the District 
Judge, Faridpur, recently ordered the non-recovery of advance taken 
from the Contributory Provident Fund b\ a Muhammadan copyist 
when more than Rs. 25 of that copyist’s remuneration would have been 
left over, if the recovery in question were made? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the attii mative, what action do the 
Government propose to take in the matter v 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF M088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Please refer to the answer given above to a similar question put by 
Mr. Surendrunath Biswas. 

Control of prioes of goocfe by Government. 

•33. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether any steps have t>een taken to control the price of 

goods in Bengal during the war time; and 

(b) if so, what special arrangements have been made to give effect 

to such orders in the muffassal? 


ThO Hon’ble Mr. H. & 3UHRAWARDY : (a) Soon after the out- 
break of war Government decided to regulate the prices of the principal 
items of foodstuffs, medicines, medical supplies, salt, kerosene oil and 
cheaper varieties of cloth. A Controller ot Prices with an Advisory 
Council was appointed to fix from time to time the prices of these 
commodities, both wholesale and retail. «*. mristentlv with the prevail- 
ing conditions of internal and external trade. 

In regard to other commodities, the dealers were warned against 
raising prices not warranted by economic considerations, and, if any 
of these was subjected to gross profiteering Government would take 
steps to check such profiteering. 
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(b) The District Magistrates have been a pointed Controllers of 
Prices in their respective districts. They have been authorised to 
appoint Advisory Committees, and to control the prices on the advice 
of that Committee, and in consultation with the Provincial Controller 
of Prices. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the lion hie Minister 
be pleased to state in what districts Advisory Committee* have been 
formed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : So tai ms I am aware, 
they have been formed in .ill the districts where there are District 
Magistrates. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: W ill the Hon* hie Minister In* 
pleased to state it in all case* the advwe of the Advisois Committee is 
taken before Government comes to an\ decision regarding the particular 
price or prices to he controlled!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S So far as I am aware, 
that is so. The Advisory Committee has also laid down certain genera! 
principles. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state if the recent notifications published regarding certain 
commodities have been placed before any Advisory Committee; if so, 
when Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Is the honourable 

member referring to the weekh h*t <d prices of mmmodit le * Y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I mean the notifications regarding 
price control. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y oil have not got any answer for that. Before 
assuming that a notification has been published, you have to ask him 
that first. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the first part of my question 
is as to whether any notifications were issued when Advisory Com- 
mittees were started. And the second part of my question is whether 
the notifications recently issued have been placed before Advisory Com- 
mittees in ’all cases; that includes the first port. 

Mr. 8PEAJCER: \ am sorry, I do not quite follow your logio. 
First you have to ask whether any notification has been issued recently. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any notification hjp* been issued 
during January and February relating to the control of of certain 
commodities ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is very difficult for 
me to answer this question. If the honourable member will please 
refer me to any particular notification, I shall be very, happy to give 
him any information that he wants. 

Trade disputes in Bengal. 

•34. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and labour Department be pleased 
to state how many trade disputes occurred in Bengal ever since the 
introduction of provincial autonomy? 

( b ) How many of these did the Government refer to a — 

(1) Court of inquiry; and 

(ii) Board of Conciliation ? 

(c) Who were the members of such Court* or Boards? 

(d) What were the lesults ot such references? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) It is difficult to say 
how many trade disputes occurnsl in Bengal, but there were 410 coses 
of cessation of work. 

(6) (t) Board of Conciliation — 2 and (u) Court of Inquiry — 1. 

(c) The composition of the Boards was as follows: — 

Board of Conciliation. 

(1) Raniganj Potters Works dispute — Mi. A. Hughes, i.c.s. 
(Sole Member). 

(2) Hiru pur and Kulti Iron Work* dispute — Mr. T. H. Ellis, 

i.c.s. (President). 

(d) Mr. K. C, Mahiudra and Mr. M. Honii (Meruliers). 

Court of Inquiry. 

New Central Jute Mills (Howrah) dispute — Mr. B. N. Chakra- 
varty, i.c.s. (Sole Member). 

{d) The honourable member is referred to the reports of the Boards 
whieh appeared in the Calcutta Gazette of the 16th February, 1969, 
and the 20th April, 1969. 

The enquiry by the Court of Inquiry is proceeding. 
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Remission of interest on arretr rents in Patiladah Estate In 
Mymensingh. 

♦35. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Is the Hou’bie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that the })ermttneutly-»ettled 
estate Patiladah in the district of Mymensingh has been made over to 
Court of Wards this year ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that arrears of rent are being realised from 
raiynts of that estate with interest ; and 

(it) if so, what action does he propose to take in the matter of 
realisation of interest on arrear rents? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that current as well as arrear 
rents have been remitted to a considerable extent in Madras and some 
other piovinces for the last few years on account of economic crisis? 

(r 1 ) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased 1o state whether the Government contemplate to 
take similar action in this province? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a), (b) (i) and 

(c) Yes 

(u) This is quite in accordance with the provisions of law and calls 
for no action. 

(d) No. 


Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in the case of other Court of Wards Estates in the 
district of Rangpur, remission of interest is granted while in the 
Patiladah estate this remission is not granted? There certainly should 
be some reason for this differentia] treatment. 


The Hovt’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it depends 
on the merit of each case. Government do not propose to pass any 
general order for remission of interest, but where it is in the interest 
of collection, or in the interest of tenants to renftt interest the Collectors 
have full discretion to give such relief in such cases. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that Patiladah estate and the 
Cosaim!>a*ar es&te are tiro contiguous estates, but whereas the Cossim- 
baaar estate is granting this remission, this estate is not? 

12 



|62 QUESTIONS. [21st Ebb., 

Th# Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: It may be so, 

Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether he is aware that the Court of Wards is realising 
interest at current rates for default in instalments? 

Mr, 8PEAKER. That question does not arise at the present 
moment. 


Regulation of price of dye-stuffs and chemicals. 

•38. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Is the Hon ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Commerce and Labour ])e|>aitment aware that on 
account of the abnormal rise in price of the dye-stuffs and chemicals the 
interests of the hand-loom industry in Bengal have 'been seriously hard 
hit? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the approximate 
number of weavers relying ujxm the hand-loom industry in Bengal, dis- 
trict by district? 

(c) Is it a fact that the price of dye-stuffs and chemicals has not 
been regulated? 

id) If the answer to clause <c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister state the reason for not regulating the price? 

(e) Do the Government consider the desirability of immediately 
regulating the price of dye-stuffs and chemicals? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) It must have 
been affected. 

(/>) 1 have no information. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) aud (<•) These articles are mostly, if not wholly, imported. 
Cessation of German imports has seriously affected the quantity avail- 
able for sale. It has yet to be seen to what extent the lack of German 
imports can be made up by other dyes. In the meantime the position 
is being examined, and a watch is kept that there is no gross profiteer- 
ing. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please state whether any attempts have been made by Government to 
make up for the lack of German dyes by other dyes? 

r 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise ip this department- 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does it wlate to the Indus- 
tries Department, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es; so you can put your question to that 
department. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But, Sir, my question arises 
out of this. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: No, 1 am afraid it does not. 

Grants to Roygram Lalohand Charitable Dispensary. 

•37. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department aware 
that the late Babu Prasanna Kumar Ghose in Jessore established the 
Roygram Lalohand Charitable Dispensary in January, 1903, with 
some definite assurance received from the then Pnder Secretary of the 
Government of Bengal? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the nature, 
terms and conditions of the assurance whereupon the charitable dis- 
pensary was started ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of Bengal, in its letter of 
13th October, 1902, gave a definite understanding that the District 
Board will supplement the fund if at any time it proved to be 
insufficient? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing the annual grant of the District Board from the 
years 1903 to 1938, respectively? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(*) that the Roygram Lalohand Charitable Dispensary is the only 
institution of that nature within the area containing a 
population of more or less 26,000; and 
(it) that the number of patients having been increased, the chari- 
table dispensary is in need of financial help? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving financial help to the institution? 

Tht Hon’Mo Nnwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooas 

(a) No. # 

(5) and (d) Do not ariao. 



164 


QUESTIONS. 


[21st Feb., 


(c) Id connection with the creation of a trust, Government accepted 
the estimates of the cost for the maintenance of the dispensary on the 
understanding that the District Board would supplement the annual 
income if at any time it proved to be insufficient. 

( e)(i ) No. The population which depends on this institution for 
medical relief numbers about 10,000. 

(ii) The number of patients attending the dispensary has not, of 
late, shown any increase. Any representation for financial help sent 
through the proper channel will be duly considered on its merits. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Dou ble Minister please 
state why he has omitted to give any reply to my question (d)? He 
has said that the dispensary was started on the understanding that the 
district board would supplement the annual income if it proves to he 
insufficient So I maintain that this question of the annual grant 
does arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Ilon'hle Minister has stated that (A) and {(I) 
do not arise; anvwa\. if I had noticed \oui question in time, it would 
not have been allowed. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Miniver please 
state wh\ and from what time the undertaking of the district hoard has 
ceased to operate in giving financial help!' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon lde Minister aware of 
the fact that the grant from the district lxvard five years hack was much 
more than what the dispensary is getting now? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes; I am aware of it. 


Accommodation in Mitford Hospital at Daoca. 

•38. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: «i> Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and T^ocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many patients were refused admission for want of accom- 
modation into the Dacca Mitford H capital fot the last two 
years; and 
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(it) how many patients were allowed admission by temporary 
arrangement during the period? 


(6) Is it a fact that owing to rush of patients seeking admission, 
the poor and helpless patients very seldom get admission? 

(c) If so, what immediate steps are being taken by the Government 
to remove the grievances of the suffering public? 


The HorTble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

(a) The information is not available as ; lie jmtients who bad to bo 
refused admission at the first attendance h>r want of accommodation 
were in most casevS subsequently admitted when beds became available. 
Twenty-five additional beds ]**r day on an average were maintained for 
admission of extra patients. 

(b) No. The poor and the helpless among the waiting patients are 
given preference. 

(c) Twenty-five extra beds on an average are being maintained for 
the purpose. 

Silting up of river Damodar near Pirojpur in Bakarganj. 

•39. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) that the river Damodar running by the side of the Pirojpur 
towm in the district of Bakarganj has been almost silted up; 

(it) that no boat can pass through the river during the ebb-tide; 
and 

(iii) that toll offices have been stationed at both mouths of the river 
Damodar to realise toll? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take to remove 
the aforesaid grievances ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar). /«)(*) and (n) I am informed that the river has silted up at 
some places and becomes unnavigable at ebb-tide during the winter 
season only. 

(iii) Tolls* are collected by the District Board, Bakarganj, at the 
two ends of the. river. 
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(b) I understand that an estimate for silt-clearance is being pre- 
pared by the District Board. 


Floods at Bilballi areas in 24-Parganas. 

•40. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment been drawn to the fact — 

(i) that water from the Sonai river having no outlet enters lands 
of the local peasants in the Ratkhira. Kalaroa (within 
Khulna district) and Rwarupnagar and Bilballi areas (24- 
Parganas) and destroys their crops year after year; 

(it) that the conditions of the locality have thus been aggravated 
within the last year and the current year; 

(Hi) that the peasants affected in the Rwarupnagar and Bilballi areas 
have been praying for — 

(1) remission of rents and revenue for the year. 

(2) grant of agricultural loan, and 

(3) the remission of the old agricultural loans given to them; 
and 

(iv) that pressure is being still put on the peasants for the payment 
of the rents and revenues? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he has received any representa- 
tions from the people of Swarupnagar and Bilballi for joining the Sonai 
river and Tohamati river by a canal in order to drain off the waters? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter? 


The Hofl’ble Maharaja 8RI&CHANDRA HANDY, of Coeaimhazar: 

(a) (f) to (Hi) and (h) Yes. 

(iv) Rome lands in the area have been affected this year and 
enquiries are being made with a view to remission of rents. But part 
of the area has had a satisfactory crop and tenants in that part are 
expected to jmv their rents as usual. 

(c) The matter is under investigation. 
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tilting up of the mouth of tho rivor Dokttio in Notkholi. 

Ml. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) h the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
aware— 

(t) that the mouth of the river Dakatia in the Noakhali district 
has almost been silted up. causing obstruction to the free 
passage of surplus water through the river Dakatia into the 
Meghna during the rains; 

(ti) that floods occur in a large area of Rnipur, Ramganj aud 
Lakshmipur thanas in the Noakhali district; 

(tit) that floods visited the areas mentioned in 1938 and also in 1939; 

and 

(ir) that there are apprehensions of such floods annually? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have taken up the 
matter and formulated anv scheme for removing the silt ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Noakhali District Board have submitted a 
scheme in the matter for sanction of the (lovernment? 

(d) Tf so, do the Government contemplate sanctioning the scheme 
and rendering financial help to the execution of the scheme? 

The Hon’bfo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazari 

(a) (7), (//), (?>) and (r) Yes. 

(Hi) Yes. in 1938. 

(b) The matter is under investigation. 

(d) The scheme is being examined and no assurance can Ik* given at 
this etage. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the IWble Minister 
please tell us when the scheme by the Noakhali District Board was 
submitted to the Government? 

Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I want notice. 

Setting up of khatans in certain police-station areas in Murshidabad. 

*42. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’bi* 

Minister in charge of the Communications ant] Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) how many khatans (fixtures placed across waterways for bold- 
ing fi$h> are usually set up every year and at whose instance, 
within the police-station areas of Beldunga, Nowada, Hari- 
harfara and*Berbampore town of the Sadar subdivision of 
the district of Murshidabad; 
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(it) whether these khatans obstruct traffic over waterways which 
are the only means of communication during the rainy 
season ; 

(Hi) whether the said k ’batons obstruct the free draining out of flood 
and rain water from vast areas of culturable lands thereby 
preventing the timely sowing of Chaitali crops; and 

(i v) whether during the floods of the last year the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister was approached direct by numerous peasants and 
agriculturists as also by M.L.As. for removal of these 
k Julians whereupon instructions were given to District 
Officers ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that zemindars interested in 
khatans revived their efforts for establishing k batons this year also? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state — 

(i) what steps the Government have taken for dealing with the 
matter; and 

(it) whether Government contemplate taking any measure for effec- 
tively and permanently dealing with the evils arising out of 
such k batons in general? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (t) I am informed that about 105 khatans are usually set up every 
year at the instance of zemindars, the District Board, the Ijocul Board 
and e jar ilars in the Nowada and llariharpara police-stations but not in 
Beldanga and Berhampore town. 

(it) The khatans placed in Nowada obstruct traffic over waterways 
but in llariharpara the owners of the khatans usually arrange for the 
prompt passage of boats. 

im) Yes. 

(ir) The tenants of Nowada police-station requested my hon’ble 
•olleague at Arntala to secure the removal of these khatans. Khatans 
placed in Hariharpara and Nowada have all been removed. 

(h) Yes, in Nowada police-station. 

(<*) (?) Prosecutions were started in six cases of obstruction in 
Nowada police-station, but were subsequently withdrawn. 

(it) At present I do not think that it is ne(A*ssary ^supplement the 
provisions of section 76 of the Embankment Act. 
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Mr. SA8AHKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any steps have been taken or any instruc- 
tions given by the district authorities with a view to preventing the 
setting up of these obstructive khatans? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazars 

I do not think it is necessary in view of what I have already stilted. 
The departmental staff has however been instructed to see that all 
such obstructions caused for the purpose of fishing are removed. 


8inking of tube wells under rural reconstruction scheme in Noakhali. 

•43. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased to make 
a statement, regarding the following particulars with respect to the 
Noakhali district: — 

(i) the amount allotted this year to the district for rural recon- 
struction ; 

(?i) the number of tube wells sanctioned for each subdivision of the 
district for water-supply; 

(?’//) the names of the contractors in each subdivision and the number 
of tube wells allotted to each of the contractors; and 

(iv) the number of tube wells completed according to the contract 
in each subdivision ? 

(b) Is it a fact that a lepresentiifinn was made to the Commissioner 
of the Chittagong Division to th«* effect that a large number of tube 
wells were allotted to one “Hethumia” alias Azizul Hcnjue and that this 
particular contractor withdrew a large sum before the completion of 
the tube wells according to the terms of contract arid that the Commis- 
sioner found the allegations to be true? 

(c) If the auswer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of taking steps against the persons and 
officials involved in the affairs? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca t 

(a) ( i ) to (Hi) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) No tube w’ell has yet been sunk in any subdivision. 

(b) No such representation appears to have been received by the 

Commissioned. 

(c) Does not. arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (t) to (m) of starred 

question No. 43. 

( i ) Rs. 18,184. 

(ii) 158 tube wells for the*>adar and 65 tube wells for the Feni sub- 
division. 



Tube wells. 

(rii) Sadar subdivision — 


(1) Messrs. Luxmi Narayan and Company 

47 

(2) Hazi Abdul Kader and Company 

.. f>3 

(d) Ram uni Mohan De. Contractor 

... 19 

(4) Fazlal Hoque, Contractor 

... 11 

(5) Ayabali, Contractor 

9 

(Gj Serajul Hoque and Company 

... 19 

Total 

... 158 

Feni subdivision — 


(1) Golam Ilossain 

... 37 

(2) Mohendra Kumar De 

... IS 

(d) Abdul Hoque 

It) 

Total 

65 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
state if any sum was advanced to the contractors in that very sub- 
division Y 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of what the honourable member states. 

Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Nature Local Board. 

*44. Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charjrc of the I<ocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state when — 

(t) the last election of the Chairman and the*' Vice-Chairman of the 
Natorc Local Board in the district of Rajahahi ; and 



QUE8TION8. 


m 




(it) the last election of District Board members from amongst the 
members of the said Natore Local Board, 


took place? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(?) that the local Subdivisions!) Officer participated in the election : 
(u) that on the date of election oi the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
of the Local Board, some members of t lie Local Board staved 
in the Subdivisional Officer’s bungalow from morning till 
fifteen minutes before the election; 

(tit) that those members came to the place of election direct from 
the Subdivisional Officer’s bungalow; and 
(iv) that the Subdivisional Officer approached some members of the 
legislative Assembly of the Coalition Party in connection 
with the party formed by the Subdivisional Officer? 


(<•) If the answer to (h) i> in the affirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

(a) { i ) 8th of September, 1939. 

(li) 7th of October, 1939. 

{ b) (t ), (a) and (iv) Mo. 

(in) and (c) Do not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Defective arrangements and insanitary conditions of the Oum Dum 
Central Jail. 

27. Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI; (a) In the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that the Dura Dum Central Jail suffers from certain defective 
arrangements and insanitary conditions: 

(n) that the Board of Visitors an well a* the Superintendent o£the 
Jail have repeatedly suggested to Government for their 
removal; anck 

(tit) that the works have not been undertaken ? 
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( b ) What are the improvements suggested respectively by the 
(1) Board of Visitors and (2) Superintendent of the Jail? 

( c ) Is it a fact that prisoners suffering from tuberculosis are 
accommodated in the same block and floor of the hospital building along 
with other patients? 

(d) If so, what steps does he propose to take to discontinue the 
arrangement and prevent the spread of infection in the Jail Hospital? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a)(i) and (ii) I know that a number of 
proposals for improvement in the sanitary and other arrangements of 
the jail have been made by the Board of Visitors and the Superin- 
tendent. 

(Hi) Not all the proposals have as yet been given effect to. 

(b) A statement is placed on the Library table. 

(c) They are accommodated in a sejKirate ward at one end of the 
hospital. 

( d ) The Inspector-General has under consideration the provision uf 
better segregation. 


Damages caused by flood at Sarishabari in Mymensingh. 

28. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) K the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Detriment aware — 

(t) that Sarishabari, an important jute trade centre in the Mymen- 
singh district, has been washed away by the river Jamuna; 

(it) that it has caused a loss of several lakhs of rupees to this 
trading centre ; and 

(tit) that the course of the river changed its direction towards 
Sarishabari from a very long time? 

(h) If the answer to (<ri (ui) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action +he Government took in the 
matter P 

(c) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the reasons therefdr? 

(<f) Is it a fact that the Zemindar of Sun tosh and the people of the 
locality submitted a proposal to the Irrigation Department for the pro- 
tection of the town? 

(#*) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will th^ Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether the proposal was accepted? If not, 
why notP 
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Vm Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Coasimbazars 

(a) (t) I am informed that the major portion of Sarishabari has been 
washed away. 

(it) Yes. 

(m) I understand that erosion began in ltKiti. 

(6) and (c) No action was taken as it was considered that the cost of 
effective protective measures would be prohibitive. 

(d) A request was made for exjiert investigation with a view to 
devising measures to prevent further erosion. 

(e) A survey was made which confirmed the opinion referred to in 
my reply to parts (b) and (c). 


“Alim” and “Fazil” examination centre in Chandpur. 

29. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: («) Is the lion'hle Minis- 

ter in charge of the Education Department aware— 

(t) that there aie a huge number of recognised old scheme madras- 

sabs in the district of Tippera; 

(u) that there is no centre of the “Alim” and “Kassil” examina- 

tions for the students of those madiassahs in file district; 

(in) that the candidates for the “Alim” and “Kazil” examinations 
from those madiassahs ha\e to undergo much trouble and 
inconvenience to appear at the examination centres held in 
other districts; and 

( / r > that the Secretary of the Association of old scheme madiassahs 
of Chandpur and Tippera ha*, oeen drawing the attention of 
the projier authorities in the nutter fo» the last few years? 

(b) If the answer to (</) is m the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of establishing a centre for the “Alim” and 
“Fazil” examinations at Chandpur from the next year? 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): {a)(t) The numher of such 
madrassahs in the district is six only. 

(fV) Yes. 

(in) No. There is a centre for the Central Madrussah Examinations 
at Feni in Noakhali district. The distance from madrassahs in the dis- 
trict of Tippera to the proposed centre at Chandpur will not Vie much 
less than the distance to Feni. * 

(tv) No. An application for opening « centre at Chandpur was 
received for the first tinte in the year 1938 when it was too late to con- 
sider it as the Board’s meeting was then over. A new centre will be 
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opened at Chandpur for the year 1940 as an experimental measure on 
condition that the Subdivision al Officer, Chandpur, takes the responsi- 
bility for conducting- the examination. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Destruction of water-hyacinth in Bengal, specially in Burtlwan district. 

30. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state what steps the Government have taken to destroy water- 
hyacinth in Bengal, specially in the district of Burdwan ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that some Union Boards have not yet applied Union 
Board Manual Rule to remove water-hyacinth in spite of repeated 
appeal of the villagers? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate taking immediate steps foi the 
destruction of water-hyacinth in every part of Bengal? 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan) ! (</) A vigorous 
drive for the clearance of the pest was organised during the Water- 
Hyacinth Week observed in April lust as a result of which the water- 
hyacinth of a considerable area in the district was desired. The work 
has since been continued under the active guidance and co-operation of 
the District, Snbdi visional and Circle Officers, The Bengal Water- 
hyacinth Act, 1930, has been put into iorce in the district and suitable 
action thereunder is being taken. 

(b) I am not aware of any specific provision foi the clearing of 
water-hyacinth in the Union Board Manual. Perhaps the member 
refers to section 27 of the Village Self-Government Act. If so, I may 
say that this provision is being used in suitable cases. It is not, how- 
ever, the intention that the general powers regarding sanitation and 
drainage, etc., given to Union Boards under the manual should be 
largely used for the clearance of water-hyacinth for which Government 
have enacted special legislation and framed appropriate rules there- 
under. 

(c) Government have already beeu doing their utmost for the 
eradication of the pest. It has to be remembered, however, that work 
like this cannot be done by taking coercive measures against the entire 
population of the province. The work that is being done is mostly 
organised on a voluntary basis, recourse to coercive measures being 
taken only in extreme cases. The Water-hyacinth Week observed in 
April last was organised on a voluntary basis and Government contem- 
plate another vigorous drive for simultaneous Mearance of the weed at 
an early date. Government have also appointed a. Special Officer to 
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assist the Director of Rural Reconstruction in organising the campaign 
against water-hyacinth and in particular to assist in framing schemes 
for difficult bil areas. 


Examinations held under the auspices of the Board of Appronticaship 

Training. 

31. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWA8: (a) Will the Hon* Me Minister 

in charge of the Industries Department he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing from April, 1937, to October, 1939 — 

(/) the number of (1) Indian, (2) Anglo-Indian and (3) Emopean 
candidates who sat for and who passed respectively in each 
of the examinations held under the auspices of the Board of 
Apprenticeship Training for admission into workshops 
recognised by the Board ; 

Ut) the names of the members of the Committee of Moderators and 
of its Secretary at each of the examinations held during the 
period; and 

(lit) the number of (1) Indians, (2) Anglo-Indians, and (3) Euro- 
peans who were actually selected for apprenticeship at the 
workshops approved by the Board as n result of the Appren- 
ticeship Admission Examinations held during the above 
period ? 

(b) What measures, if any, have Government taken So far or do 
they propose to take for giving facilities for apprenticeship training to 
a larger number of Indian candidates?* 

The HOfi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a)(i) A statement m 
placed on the table. 

(«) There is an Examination Committee consisting of the follow- 
ing members who deal with all the examinations of the Board and act 
as Moderators:— 

The Director of Industries, President of the Board. 

The Principal, Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur. 

The Superintendent, Ordnance Factories. 

The Chief Mechanical Engineer, Calcutta Port Commissioners. 

The Inspector of European Schools, Bengal. 

The Principal, Calcutta Technical School, Secretary of the Board. 

(tit) Full* id formation is not available. For names of the passed 
candidates known to have been admitted as apprentices the member 
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is re/erred to pages 2-3 and 4, respectively, of Annual Reports oi tke 
Boards for the years 1937 and 1938, $)pies of which* are laid on the 
Library table. 

(b) Government have adopted a policy of giving preference in the 
supply of stores to Government Departments to firms who give adequate 
facilities for the training of Indian apprentices. It is hoped by this 
means to induce a number of firms to improve the facilities at present 
given or, where none are given, to arrange for these. 

The question of Apprenticeship Training is one part of the general 
question of technical and vocational education to which Government are 
giving close attention. The matter has been referred to the Educa- 
tional Commissioner of the Government of India who has considerable 
experience in this line and his advice is awaited. The subject is also 
one that has been referred to the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee 
whose recommendations, wheu received, will be carefully considered. 


Statement referred to tit the reply to danse (a) it) of unstarred qvestion 

No. 

Board’s Admission Examination. 


Examination 
held m — 

Total 

numlier of candidate* 
regiHtered. 

Total number passed. 

Indian. 

Anglo- 

Indian. 

Kuro- 

JK'lill. 

Total. 

j 

Indian. 

Anglo- 

Indian. 

Euro- 

pean. 

Total. 

May, 11)37 . . ] 

94 

39 

2 

125 

18 

7 


25 

January, 11)38 , 

65 

55 

6 

126 

9 

19 

1 

29 

May, 11)38 . . | 

101 

20 

1 

122 

33 

6 


39 

December, 1938 

60 

36 

o 

98 

t) 

22 


31 

May, 1939 

130 ! 

. 

22 

2 

154 

35 

10 

1 
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Dr a NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS W ill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in the priuted rules regarding the 
apprenticeship examination, rule No. 3 states that the Board of 
Apprenticeship Training will appoint a Committee of three members to 
moderate the question pajiers and to review the results of the examina- 
tion^ If he is so aware, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
who Were the Moderators, because he has given a list of six members? 


Tht Hon’blt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want notice. 
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tr. WftLIRAKSHA SANltel.: The question was there. The 

' (pi^ettou is, “Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table 
the names of the members of the Committee of Moderators and of its 
Secretary at each of the examinations held during the period.*' The 
reply is, “There is an Examination Committee consisting of the follow- 
ing members who deal with all the examinations of the Board and afct as 
Moderators.” But the rule definitely says that there will be a Com- 
mittee of three members who will art as Moderators, and I have here a 
list of six members. 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know if there 
is a rule like that. If there is a rule like that, I want notice to see 
how these names have been given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the persons who acted as Principal of the 
Calcutta Technical School and Secretary of the Board during the six 
examinations that were held? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I again want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that, during May, 
1938, when 33 Indian candidates passed as against 6 Anglo-Indians, 
the officer who acted as Secretary was an Indian, whereas, in other 
eases, the officer who acted as Secretary was an Anglo-Indian ¥ 


Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The whole purpose of the question 
is there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don't think that you can put a question like 
that. You have really framed a charge in the shape of a question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have asked a question. If the 
question is answered, it will be there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You know the rules very well. You cannot make 
any insinuation in a supplementary question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There is no insinuation against 
any individual. . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You don’t un<krstand anybody eWe reason 
except your own. You first asked whether it was a fact when 83 
Indian candidates passed as against 6 Anglo-Indians whether the 
Secretary of the Board was an Indian. Do you mean to say that it is 
not in the nature of an insinuation? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I Bubmit with all due respect 
to you that the rules do not prevent me from putting such a question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a personal insinuation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have not mentioned any person. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry 1 cannot allow the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the curriculum of that examination, as published in 
the printed Rules, follows, more or less, the curriculum of the Univer- 
sity of Calcutta for the I. Sc. Examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I don’t know about 

that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that in the I. Sc. Examination the Indian 
candidates who pass are very much larger in number in proportion to 
the Anglo-Indian candidates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That hardly arises. I don’t think anybody has 
checked the figures of Indian candidates as against the Anglo-Indians. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Always it is done. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if after the examination in con- 
ducted the results are reported on the basis of marks allotted to 
individual candidates, or on any other considerations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know as to how 
examinations are carried on. Apparently the marks obtained certainly 
do count. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaifed to state if it is possible for the candidates to obtain mark- 
sheets ? 


The HonMMt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot say. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The University gives mark- 

sheet h on application if required. Does the Government consider the 
desirability of introducing such a system? 


Mr. SPEAKER: When you want so much detail regarding the* 
internal mechanism of an educational institution, under whatever 
department it may he, I am afraid, you lamiot expect the answer 
on the floor of a Legislature. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is one of the department* 
of Government and not an educational institution independent of 
Government. The Secretary is a paid officer of Government, t 
submit that the question which I have asked is entirely within the 
jurisdiction of the Legislature because I have no other forum where 
I can ventilate grievances of this character. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have allowed you so far. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lion 'ble Minister he 
pleased to state if under rule 10 of the Rules the candidates can be 
supplied with a copy of the passed list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I uill refer the honour- 
able member to that rule. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As soon as a passed list is 
available, does the Government consider the desirability of allowing 
candidates to get detailed mark-sheets on payment of any fees? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : If such specific questions 
are asked Government will be prepared to give information. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The questions have been framed 
with that object in view. I wanted the naums of the Moderators; 

I wanted the name of the Secretary. 

Tin HoftNMo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The answers are th ye. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA fANYAL: The last question was about the 
nature of the examinations and how the results are published. If 
you don't allow the’ questions, I will not ask. 
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Mr. SPEAKER. V 'A* a matter o( fact, Dr. Sanyal, your first 
question was whether mark-sheets were given and the Hon’ble Minister 
said, “I do not know.” Your next question was whether mark- 
$heets should be given under the rules. 

Or* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My next question was not 
whether mark-sheets should be given, but whether rules provided for 
tfie murk-sheets to be given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a technical point. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You are a Vice-Chancellor of the 
Calcutta University and you must know that there is a good deal of 
difference between the two. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I am still more ignorant than yoiuL 
self. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that apart from the results obtained by 
respective nandidiates in examinations on various subjects, there is a 
provision fm interviews by the Committee and a lot depends on thatP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is the reason why I first 
asked the question 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry there is nothing in the answer to 
justify the supplementary question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in May. 1938, when 33 Indian 
candidates passed as against 6 Anglo-Indians, Mr. A. N. Sen was the 
Principal of the Technical School 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I asked who the Principal of 

that school was 

(Sr. SPEAKER: How does the question arise? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I wanted the names of the 

Principal of the Calcutta Technicol School and of the Secretary of 
the Board. 
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Mr# SPEAKER. You have to put a speriffo**fuestion for thafc. 

• ■* 

* 

Of* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: T wanted the .names of the 
members of the Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that for the elucidation of a point P * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, l wanted the names 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am soitv, 1 cannot allow that question. 

Ban on mootings and processions in Darjeeling. 

32. Bata KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Political) Department aware— 

(t) that in the district of Darjeeling, by a recent order of the 
Deputy Commissioner, no meeting or procession can be held 
without obtaining his previous permission; 

(ii) that in the Darjeeling distiict it is customary to gamble during 
Dewah and gambling of various kinds are seen in innumer- 
able houses in the hills; 

(in) that the Secretary of the Darjeeling District Congress 
Committee, in his letter, dated the 3rd November, 1939, 
applied to the Deputy Commissioner there for permission to 
propagate against gambling by organising peaceful proces- 
sions and public meetings during Dewah week, i.e., from the 
8th to 15th November, and also for co-o]>eration of the Police 
in the matter; and 

(it?) whether the receipt of the petition was acknowledged by the 
Deputy Commissioner? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the negative, what are the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) to (tii) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(b) It is not possible to acknowledge the receipt of all jietitions 
md the date of presentation did not afford time for a considered reply 
after due enquiry. 

Mr. 8UBENDRA NATH BI8WA9: Will the Hon’bie Minister * 
be pleased to state under what law the Deputy Commissioner ordered 
that no meetings or precessions should be held without his permission? 


The Hen’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. SURENDRA. NATH BI8WAI: Has the Hon’ble Minister 

confliriqped the desiraMlity.of stopping gambling as referred to in this 
question ? 

* 

The Hon’lble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no request 

for stopping gambling in this question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, the Secretary of the 
Darjeeling District Congress Committee wanted permission from the 
Deputy Commissioner for permission to propagate against gambling 
by organising peaceful processions. But when I asked the Hon’ble 
Minister under what law the order was passed by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, he asked for notice. Then, as no remedy was given, I 
asked whether Government would consider the desirability of stopping 
gamtiling — whether Government actually took any steps to stop 
gambling? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That has been the 
custom there. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister 
he pleased to state whether Government would consider the desir- 
ability of stopping this custom of gambling? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 submit that this 
does not arise out of the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, you are right. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The question refers to one 
incident. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask everything about that incident. 
You can hammer his head on that, hut you cannot heat him on this 
point. 


Rise in prices of commodities due to war. 

33. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware that since the 
declaration of war against Germany, the prices of all commodities have 
been continually rising? 

(h) What has been the percentage of rise in prices in the different 
commodities the prices of which have gone up? 
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(c) > What steps have been taken to prevent such Vise P 

(d) What further steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter ? 

(v) Do the Government keep any index figure of cost of living from 
week to week or at all ? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

0 ) P a yi n K as war allowance 25 per cent, of the wages to each 
employee of Government drawing below Its. 100 j>er month; 
and 

(v) taking steps to compel all non-Government employers to pay 
25 per cent, of the wages as war allowance to all their 
employees drawing less than Its. 100 per month P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: [a) The prices of most 
commodities have risen although by no means continually. 

(b) This is impossible to ascertain. The percentage differs widely 
and the commodities whose juices have ripen are innumerable. 

(c) and (d) Government took steps to arrest those traders who had 
put up their prices in an unwarranted manner immediately after the 
declaration of war. This succeeded in preventing profiteering and in 
an unjustified rise in the prices of commodities. Thereafter, Govern- 
ment have appointed a Price Controller who is assisted by an Advisory 
Council. It is his duty to control prices and to prevent rise in prices 
beyond reasonable limits. The District Officers are similarly empowered 
for the areas under their control. The maximum prices have also been 
fixed from time to time in resjwt of essential commodities. Govern- 
ment are continuing to watch the situation ami will take action as 
occasion arises. 

(e) No. 

(/) (i) There is no such matter under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

(it) I have no such powers of compulsion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what has been the percentage of increase 
in some of the important articles of diet suiji as rice, flour, atta, 
kerosene oil and so on? 

The Hoil'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S It changes from # week 
to week. 

Or. SUrIbH CHANDRA BANERJEE: 

increase P 


What is the present 



i u QUESTIONS, [21st Fkb.* 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 1 SUHRAWARDY: It changes from week 
to week. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is the Labour Minister and not the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence! 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the exact increase in price this 
week b 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
will be pleased to say from what time he is spooking about the increase? 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I want, the difference 
between the pre-war price and this week’s price. 

The Hon’ble Mr. .H S. SUHRAWARY: You mean from 1st 
September last. 

i 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Yes, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Does the honourable 
momlHT expect me to give the price with regard to each of the items? 
Does he expert me to carry in my head the prices of all these articles? 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I expet ■ted that Ilon’ble 
Minister would be ready with answer on this point. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that during the last two months the 
prices have considerably fallen? 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Quite so. They have 
been falling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought you were asking for the priee of 
augar! (Laughter.) 

Allegations against the present Offlcer-in-oharge of Hajiganj 
polioe-ttation, Tippers. 

% 

34. Mmilvi JONAB All MAJUMDAR: » Is * the Hon’ We 

Minister in charge of the Home (Policed Department aware that some 
allegations against the Officer-in -charge of the Hajighnj police-station 
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has been brought to the notice of the District Magistrate, Tippera, on 
the 3rd October, 1939, by one Hyderali Pradhania of village Mahabbal- 
pur of the said police-station ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative* what steps have 
Government taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A petition from 
Hyderali Prodhania making allegations against the Officer-in-charge, 
Hajiganj, for taking thumb impressions on a blank paper was received 
by the District Magistrate on the 5th October, 1939, and was sent to 
the Superintendent of Police for disposal. The Superintendent of 
Police had an enquiry made into it and found the allegations without 
substance. 

(b) It has been decided not to take any action on the petition. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who actually made the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I refer the 
honourable member to answer (*/)P 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Who actually made the 
enquiry ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He depends on the language of your printed 
reply in putting this question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, 1 must ask 
for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether ativ witnesses were examined? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Control of tales and purchases of foreign medicines. 

35. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: * (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the (Commerce and Lal>our Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government control the sales and purchases of 
foreign manufactured medicines? f 

(6) If the answer (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the reasons and object* 
of such control ? ' 



QUESTIONS. 


[21st Feb., 


186 


(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that due to this control, medicines 
urgently and immediately required for treating a patient cannot be had 
in time and in required quantities? 

((/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, how does the Hon’ble 
Minister propose to remove these difficulties and inconveniences of the 
suffering public and patients? 

( e ) Do the Government con tem^fSt'e' an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Y es, only certain 
German medicines which medical men and dealers have advised are 
replaceable. 

(h) The object is to prevent hoarding and to make the existing stock 
available to the maximum number of persons until it is exhausted. 

(c) Foreign medicines other than these particular German brands 
are always available to the public without restriction, and Government, 
anticipating the contingency indicated by the honourable member, have 
authoiised all dealers to supply the medicines on production of doctor’s 
prescription or permits from the Price Controllers issued either on 
personal or written applications. If any better method can be sug- 
gested the Price Controller would be grateful. 

(d) and ( e ) l)o not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the time when Government authorised the dealers 
to supply medicines on production of prescriptions from physicians? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am sorry I cannot 
understand the question. But I may point out that there is a mistake 
in answor (a), viz., the word “replaceable” should be “irreplaceable.” 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon’ble Minister has 
said in the answer that “Government have authorised all dealers to 
supply the medicines on production of doctor’s prescription.” Will 
he now be pleased to give us the time when this authority was issued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : So far as I am aware, 

it was in the beginning of time. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if this authority relates to German medicines also? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes it does. 
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Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Is the Hon ble Minister 

aware that the dealers do not supply these medicines even on produo 
tion of prescriptions P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: If there are dealers 

who have those medicines in their possession ami do not supply those 
medicines on production of these certificates, those dealers ought to 
be proceeded against, and I shall be very happy if any member of 
the public brings to the notice of Government any such instances. 


Activities of the present Offlcer-in-charge of Hajiganj polioe-sUtioti 

Tippera. 

56. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon'blo Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that there is a feeling against the activities of the Officer-in- 

charge of the Hajiganj police-station in the district of 
Tippera ; 

(ii) that the said officer on the plea of the clearance of waters 

hyacinth issues notices on persons to upi>ear before him at 
the thana ; 

{iii) that they are then required to show cause why their names 
will not be reported for prosecution ; 

(tv) that the notices are served on those jmmsous against whom he 
has personal grudge ; and 

(v) that some respectable persons of the village Noahata, police- 
station Hajiganj, have been served with such notices on 
the 10th November, 193ft? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon ’hie Minister 
be phased to make an inquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) ii) No 

(tt) No. The Officer-in-charge does not issue notices upon jiersons 
for clearance of water-hyacinth. 

(iii) and ( iv ) Do not arise. 

(v) Notices to clear water-hvacinth are issued by the Union Board 
under section 27 of the Village Self-Government Act first. Tf these are 
not effective, the President reports to the Suhdivisional Officer who 
issues notices under the Water-hyacinth Act. The Suhdivisional Officer 
ia an authorised officer under the Act. It is true that notices on tome 
persons of village Noahata were issued on the 10th November for clear- 
ance of water-lyacinthf 

(6) There is no necessity for further enquiry. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a)(i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what step® he took to 
assess the public feeling in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no general 

complaint. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps he took to ascertain that there is no general 
complaint ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In the absence of any 
complaint it is assumed that there is no general complaint: otherwise 
there would have been complaints to looul officers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be has made enquiries? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Naturally, beoause 
the question was sent there tor reply. 


Grievances of Muslim employees of Cossipore Cun Factory. 

37. Maulvi MOHAMMED IBRAHIM: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(а) that the Muslim employees of the Cossipore Gun Factory are 

not allowed time to say their Zo/uir and Asar prayers; and 

(б) that one temporary Muslim clerk of the factory was compelled 

recently to resign his i>ost on account of his persistence in 
saying his prayers during office hours? 

The Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have no information. 

Mf. 8YED JALALUDOIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state wh\ he did not obtain the necessary 
information after he received notice of this question or whether 

Mr. 8PEAKER: HV himself said that he haa no information. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : My question is why he 
did pot obtain that information. Did he not think it worth while to 
obtain that information? 

Mf. SPEAKER: I do not think it is in tiie jurisdiction of thto 
Government of Bengal. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDDlN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether considering the serious nature 
of the allegations, he will be pleased to make necessary enquiries 
regarding this matter? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are first to ascertain whether this Gun 
Factory is within the jurisdiction of the Government of Bengal. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDlN HASHEMY: Apart from that, he 
is the Labour Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I& it the business of Government to find out 
whethet people are given their right of prayer unless the place comes 
within the jurisdiction of this Government? 

M. 8YED JALALUDDlN HASHEMY: It is in Bengal and 
therefore it comes within the purview' oi the Ilon’ble Minister to 
enquire into this matter Sir, may 1 enquire if an\ representation 
has l>een made by the Government of Bengal with regard to these 
allegations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : This is the first 
information hat wa*» received In the Government of Bengal that there 
is any charge to the effect that Moslem employees have not been 
allowed time to say their prayers. 


Floods in the Canning police-station in the 24-Parganas. 

38. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the lion ’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(i) of the cutting of the bund on the Karatia river within the 
zemindari of Mr. T. P. Ghose, in the Canning police-station; 
(it) of large areas of lands having been submerged : 

(ttt) that houses of peasants have been washed away as a result of 
the floods and their empe destroyed; 

(iv) that nine people in those houses have died of cobra bite; one 

of starvation and two girls, Pramila and her sister, have 
been drowned in the flood water;* 

( v ) that the peasants are praying for (1) remission of rent and 

(2) agricultural loans; 

(in) that through the efforts of the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, 
th^ bund was repaired subsequently; and 
(mi) that large sheets of saline water still remain logged in the 
areas/ making cultivation impossible? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) (vii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the zemindars, Messrs. T. P. Ghosh and others, 
have leased out the same land for jalkar or fishery purposes again? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coestmbazari 

(a) ( i ) The bvnd was breached by an abnormally high tide on the 17th 
August, 1939. 

(it) An area of about ten square miles was affected b\ the flood due 
to the breach. 

(Hi) A few bouses collapsed and crops were damaged in the affected 
area. 

(ir) Five persons are reported to have died from snake bite; the 
number is not unusual. No death from starvation has been reported. 
Information has been received that two girls, aged 10 and 6, were 
drowned in a tank while doing domestic work; the accident was not 
connected with the flood. 

(v) Such requests have been made bv some persons. Arrangements 
have been made to give agricultural loans. 

(vi) The breach was repaired by the zemindar. Local officials 
helped and used their influence. 

(vii) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) I have no information to this effect. The zemindars have been 
asked not to give such a lease. 

Scheme for re-excavation of “Thanda Bibi’s khal” in BakarganJ. 

39. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) whether the scheme for the re-excavation of the khal known as 
“Thanda Bibi’s khaV* in the district of Bakarganj has been 
under investigation and consideration of the Irrigation 
Department ; and 

(it) whether the said hhal in Wazirpur police-station of the said 
district was inspected by an officer of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment. and subsequently by Assistant Director of Public 
v Health, Dacca Circle? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, wil\ the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what were the results of inspection by the 
said officers? 
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(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the silting up of the said 
khal has affected the irrigation, sanitation, communication and water- 
supply of a vast area in the district? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking immediate steps for the re-excava- 
tion of the said khal? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

(a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) and ( d ) It is proposed that the silt clearance and re-excavation 
of “Thanda Bibi’s khal ” should Ik> taken u j> as an anti-malaria 
scheme and the District Board has been addressed to include this 
scheme among the major schemes of the District Board. f 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answers (h ) and 
( d ), wiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when was the 
district lwuml addressed on the subject and when reply, if any, was 
obtained from the District Board? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I cannot give the exact date of this; but no reply has been received 
yet. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Board has to make any contribution out 
of its own cess income to the excavation of this IctmlY 

The Hon’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Yes, there is a proposal that the District Board should contribute 
towards this. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that if left to the District Board which has 
got deficit cess income to include this scheme among other schemes, 
there is no likelihood of re-excavation being taken up in the near 
future ? 

Tha Hovfbla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

That is a matter of opinion, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the* Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether anti-malarial grants which have been made 
from year to year have lapsed or have been spent towards the projects 
which are proposed to be taken up? * 

Tha Hon’bti Nawab* Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa : 

I want notice to apswer questions like that. 
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tosroity of drinking Minr in rural areas, specially in Burtfwan district 

40. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA4I: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken 
to remove scarcity of drinking water in rural areas of Bengal, specially 
in the district of Burdwan? 

(b) What is the necessity of the Water-supply Committee? 

(c) Has the Water-supply Committee in Burdwan prepared any 
scheme? 

(d) What arrangements have the Government made for the supply 
of tube wells and wells in the locality inhabited by the Scheduled 
Castes in Burdwan? 

(e) How many petitions have in the matter of supplying tube wells 
been received by the Circle Officer, Sadar, Burdwan ? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) To draw up a properly distributed programme of rural water- 
supply according to local needs and circumstances. 

(c) The Water-supply Committees in the district of Burdwan have 
assisted in the preparation of a programme of rural water-supply to be 
financed from the annual provincial grants and are also engaged in 
preparing a comprehensive programme of rural water-supply for the 
district as a whole. 

(d) It is reported that social stress is laid on providing wells in 
the localities inhabited by Scheduled Castes and other backward com- 
munities. The poorer areas have been exempted from payment of local 
contribution in respect of utilisation of the provincial grant. 

(e) It is reported that seveu petitions were received by the Circle 
•Officer, Sadar, during the current year. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

No. 40. 

Government make ad annual grant from provincial revenues for 
the improvement of rural water-supply. The normal gTant of Rs. 
lakhs was raised to Rs. 3$ lakhs in 1937-38 and to Rs. 7| lakhs in 
1938 39 and this amount has been repeated during the current year. A 
sum of about Rs. 2,10,000 and Rs. 4,65,000 was also spent up to the 
end of 1938-39 on the improvement of rural water-supply from the 
Central Government’s first and second grants respectively, made to this 
province for economic development and improvement of rural areas. A 
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rural water-supply loan scheme has been adopted by Government accord- 
ing to which loans are granted to the District Boards on very liberal 
terms and at a very concessional rate of interest to enable them to under- 
take schemes for the improvement of water-supply. With a view to 
tackling the problem of rural water-supply effectively and within a 
limited period, Government have directed the preparation of a compre- 
hensive programme of rural water-supply for the whole province with 
the aid of the District Boards and rural Water-supply Committees 
established in each thana, >uihdi vision and district. The preparation 
of the comprehensive programme, district by district, is already in 
progress and is expected to be completed before the 31st March, 1940. 
So far as the district of Burdwan is concerned, 359 wells were sunk in 
the district from Provincial as well as Central Government’s grants 
amounting to Rs. 50,752 in all during the rears 1937-38 and 1938-39 
and the current year’s programme is one of 230 wells with a total grant 
of Its. 32,913 sanctioned by Government. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the IWble Minister 
be pleased to tell us why the whole amount that was granted was not 
utilised ? 


The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I want notice. 


Nomination of members to various self-governing local bodice. 

41. Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: (a) Will the Ilon’hie Minister in 
charge of the Ixical Self-Government Department l>e pleased to state 
separately the number of members nominated by the Government since 
the 1st April, 1937, to the different — 

(i) Municipalities, 

(it) District Boards, and 
(in) Local Boards, 

of this province? 

(6) How many of these members a re- 
ft) Muslims; 

(it) Scheduled Castes; and 

(tit) Caste Hindus? 

« 

(c) On what basis the members have been nominated ? 


14 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oacea: 

(a) and ( b ) A statement is laid on the library table. 

(c) The general principle which has been followed by Government 
in making nominations to these local bodies is to secure association, in 
their administration, of officials and other persons specially fitted for 
appointment and to secure the representation, wherever possible, of 
other minorities of importance. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: to c*TC? CWR fa fafa re 

Ww , mm rens* o rercsfa roare? $rfa*r 

Thbio*^. m iyro fafan: top rfarore? re wftm farero w 

ror m re «iwrr fafa$*s mfa rere mmt tfmcm 

re«?r h =rrf rerc ?r resar? *1?^ fafa faro rerc? <^fare 

rerare? fa? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Unfortunately, Sir, in the municipalities the representation of Scheduled 
Castes is so insignificant that it is very difficult to nominate members 
from tins community there. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Question (r) CB arere— -On what basis 
members have Ihhui nominated siroa 3TR3 Swn reiTO fa basis <a, popula- 
tion basis ?T CHKCM qualifications basiH WTO Governmental 
whim 4$ basis <u$ TO TO — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. lliswas, the Hon’ble Minister has given the 
answer “minorities of importance" ; and his next answer is that the 
Scheduled Castes form such an insignificant number that they cannot be 
given representation. Now, will you frame your question regarding 
this? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: a* re wire *r*flrtWT* rercaDR re OTR 
SPTR minorities fa5? TO* nomination reTTOT scheduled castes one of 
the miniorities fas? ^ fa =CT? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, regard being liad to holdings, population, etc., important 
minorities are considered. AVhat 1 mean is that if there is only on© 
person in a municipality — he may be an important minority — that does 
no* mean that that one person represents the minorities. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: fa sro* 

scheduled castes 4? UTre? 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 


ttt 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: «nrtww m Rra wro ff cur 

CUR TOWII WCU CUTU fac* nomination U3T fl 5Tfw R fofa SRp* 
CUIOTR 


Mf. SPEAKER: I think that question lias been answered. 


Formation of an island in the mouth of the river 8angoo in Chittagong^ 

42. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Is the IWble 

Minister in charge of the Communications ami Works Department 
aware — 

(i) that an island has formed in the mouth of the river Knngoo in 
the district of Chittagong; 

(n) that this island is causing erosion on the north-west corner of 
the island of Kutubdia; and 
(lii) that it lias already threatened the lighthouse ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of removing the island by dredging? 


Tho Hen’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazan 

(a) (i) I ara informed that the sea is receding here and that a big char 
has formed extending many miles IhjIIi above and below the mouth of 
the Sangoo. 

(ii) The char has nothing to do with I he erosion of the north-west 
corner of the Kutubdia island which is l>eing caused by the sea. 

(in) The Port Commissioners are taking stejw to protect the light- 
house. 

(b) The suggestion is not feasible. 


Pay of sanitary assistants in Bengal. 

41. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERjrE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased to state 
the number of sanitary assistants now working in the different districts 
of Bengal? ’ • 

(h) Is it a fact that on page 43 of the book entitled “Bengal Rural 
Public Health Organisation” published by the Government of Bengal 
the scale of their pay has been laid down aa Bi. 20 — 1 — 30? 
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(c) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to — 

(t) state whether the pay of these sanitary assistants has been 
increased in accordance with that scale ; and 

(it) lay on the table a statement showing the present monthly pay 
of each of them? 

(d) If the pay has not been increased in accordance with the scale 
mentioned in (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) 575. 

(b) Yes, but the scale laid down in that brochure meiely represents 
a suggestion of the Director of Public Health, Bengal, and has not 
been yet finally considered or approved by Government. 

(c) (i) No. 

(it) The sanitary assistants are employed by the District Boards 
and any amount in excess of the pay fixed by Government is borne by 
the local bodies out of their own funds and not from the contribution 
made by Government. 

id) Does not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to Btate when did the Director of Public Health 
make the recommendation suggesting the scale of pay of these Sanitary 
Assistants from Hs. 'JO to Us. 30 a month? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot say off-hand. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to 

answer l(/>), will the lion' hie Minister be pleased to state whether 
he has been thinking of considering the matter and finally approving 
the scale of pay in the near future? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the pay of these Sanitary Officers 
now? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE. Rs 20 only a month. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why not then ask the plain question as to 
whether it is contemplated to have a time-scale of pay for them? 
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Ufa SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, the Government 

says that the suggestion of the Director of Public Health has not been 
finally approved of. So, I am asking the Ilon’ble Minister whether 
he intends considering the suggestion. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Sir, there have been a lot of changes in this department. I have 
taken over very lately and these papeis may not have come to my 
notice yet. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Now that it has been 
brought to your notice, will you consider it soon? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Yes. 


Flood relief for the people of Kasba and Dhakuria. 

44. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (a) With reference 
to the reply given on the 24th August, 1937, to starred question No. 78A, 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and IiOcal 
Self-Government Dejrart merit be pleased to state, what steps, if any, 
on the lines indicated in the aforesaid reply, have actually lx*en taken to 
relieve the people of Kasha and Dhakuria within the munirijuilif y of 
Tollvgunge from flood or water-logging since the Hon* hie Ministers in 
charge of the Local Self-Government and the Irrigation Departments 
visited the flooded areas in August, 1937? 

(b) If no steps have been taken, what arc the reasons? 

(c) Wbv the scheme for preventing wafer-logging of the area has 
not materialised as yet? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 

fact — 

* (i) that Kasha and Dhakuria suffered from worse flood this year 

than before ; 

(it) that the taccavi embankments to the east of the area were not 
sufficiently repaired and raised this year to prevent the 
overflow of water from salt lake Urea ; 

(iii) that the Tollygunge municipality failed to keep the Gania- 

gachi sluice in order as advised some time ago by the Execu- 
tive Engineer, Canal Division ; and # 

(iv) that the municipality withheld payment of the required sum 

to the Calcutta Corporation for pumping out surplus water 
during the rains? 
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Thi Hffi'bfe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daaoa t 

(a) to ( c ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Yes. Rut the flooding inside the taccovi embankment was 
mainly caused by the stagnation of the rain water owing to the absence 
of any drainage outlet and had very little to do with the breaches. 

(ui) The Tollygunge municipality has nothing to do with repairs 
to the Ganiagachi sluice which is in charge of the Executive Engineer, 
Canal Division. 

(rv) No. Government are informed that payment has been made to 
the Calcutta Corporation for the purpose of pumping out surplus water. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) to (c) of unstarted 
question No. 44. 

In pursuance of the statement made by the Health Minister in the 
last paragraph of his reply given on the 24th August, 1937, to starred 
question No. 78A, by Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen, the Chief Engineer, 
Irrigation, submitted on the 27th September, 1937, a scheme for con- 
struction of an embankment in the Tollygunge municipality. The 
scheme was considered at a conference held by the Health Minister on 
the 24th August, 1937, which approved it, subject to details being 
drawn up by the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, and the 
Director of Public Health. The Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Deportment, submitted his scheme which was considered at a subse- 
quent conference held on the 22nd January, 1938. This conference 
was of the opinion that the proposal for a protective embankment 
should emanate from the Tollygunge municipality and accordingly the 
Chairman of the Tollygunge municipality who was present at that con- 
ference, was requested to submit a scheme in consultation with the 
technical experts of Government. 

The scheme prepared by the Tollygunge municipality in consult** 
tion with the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, was sub- 
mitted through the local officers and the Sanitary Board on the 15th 
March, 1938. The capital cost of the scheme was estimated at 
Rs. 1,50,000, and the recurring cost of Rs. 14,000, the latter on the 
assumption that the Caleqtta Corporation would allow concessional rate 
for the use of their pumps. The Municipal Commissioners proposed 
that certain portion of the capital cost should he met by the Calcutta 
Corporation and the authorities of the Eastern Bengal Railway, who 
were likely to he benefited by the scheme. Accordingly both these 
bodies were addiessed to contribute their share but both expressed their 
inability to make any contribution. In view oJ all this, this depart* 
ment proposed to contribute a moiety of the cost, the other half betag. 
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met by the Municipal Commissioners by raking a loan from Govern- 
ment. * The financial ability of the municipality to bear the proposed 
loan and other recurring charges of the scheme was examined, and the 
proposal was approved by Government in November, 1908. 

In the meanwhile the Corporation were also addressed in regard to 
the concessional rate for the use of their pumps. In reply they refused 
to allow the concessional rate. The refusal of the Corporation having 
increased the recurring charges to about Rs. 22,000 the Municipal 
Commissioners were requested to say if they would he prepared to 
reduce their expenditure on other heads and effect economies in other 
directions in order to accommodate the increased recurring charges even 
if the expectation of anticipated growth of revenue after construction 
of the embankment failed to materialise. The Tollygunge munici- 
pality agreed and their reply was received on the 28th March, 1939. 

Government are now awaiting receipt of detailed plans and estimates 
from the municipality (as required under rule (i of the Sanitary Project 
Rules). It is reported by the Chief Engineer, Public Health Depart- 
ment, that the detailed project is nearly ready and it is expected to ho 
sent to the municipality shortly. 

It will be seen from the above t hat a good deal of time had to be 
spent in comes pon deuce between Government, the municipal authorities, 
and other bodies concerned in regard to the financial proposals involved 
in the scheme. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon 'hi* 

Minister he pleased to refer to paragraph 3 of the statement laid on 
the table and sav when the Calcutta Corporation refused to allow 
concessional rate, and, secondly, when thp Municipal Coin mission era 
were requested to say as referred to in tluP part of the question ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIB ULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Will the honourable member please repeat the question? 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In paragraph 3 of tha 
statement the Hon’ble Minister says, “In the meanwhile the Corpora- 
tion were also addressed in regard to the concessional rate for thb 
use of their pumps. In reply they refused to allow the concessional 
rate. The refusal of the Corporation having increased the recurring 
charges to about Rs. 22,Q0O, the Municipal Commissioners were 

requested to say ”, Mv question is when did the Corporation 

refute to allows the concessional rate, and, secondly, when was the 
ToUygunge Municipality requested to say a* referred to in that 
question ? 
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The Hon’We Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I want notice to give dates. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to refer to paragraph 4 of the statement and state 
7(1(106 r the ' eta,led P r °i wt is un,ler preparation since 28th March, 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

That may be ho. 1 cannot say. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

‘Minister be pleased to say why the preparation of the detailed project 
is tuking such an unduly long time p 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

. ir, as I have already stated in the statement, much correspondence 
has taken pmce. First, there was a certain scheme which was framed 
on the basis that the Corporation would grant certain concession and 
certain other things happened, and when the Corporation refused and 

the Railways relused, a lot of emrespondence took place and this 
involved delay. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Mv plain question is 

that the Hon hie Minister’s state., I shows that the correspondence 

closed by the 28th March, ]!«!), that is, also,, a year ago. Since then 
there has been no further correspondence at all. So my question i 8 
whether the detailed project is under preparation for an unduly lone 
time}" ‘ ^ 


Mf, SPEAKER: This i.s nearly ready. 


R.i HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Hu, it is no f vet 

ZoY ,L W ' S, "' h "* unusnn,| y *"»•* f«im the 28th 

March, M. f about a year. 


Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, 

This is a technical question which requires very careftfl 
twn. That is why i, is taking such a long time. 


of Oaooa: 

oonsidera- 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 

project expected to be ready ? 


When is the detailed 


Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur. 

Very ehortly. ' 


of Daooa: 
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Rti HAREHDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 


Minister please refer to part (it) of his answer (d) where he says, “But 
the flooding inside the f(ucan embankment was mainly caused by the 
stagnation of the rain water owing to the absence of any drainage 
outlet and had very little to do with the breaches.” My question is, 
what this absence of drainage is due to? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Drain water or monsoon. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What! Absence of 
drainage due to monsoon? (Laughter, t 

Will the lion Mile Minister please refer to part (n») of his answer 
and state whether the (hmiagachi sluice is still working? 

The Hon'We Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca; 

I want notice. 


(At this stage Mi. Speaker directed the next question to he taken 
up.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I have to ask a few 

supplementary questions and I have been trying to draw your atten- 
tion. Sir, ma\ 1 have an opportunity to put the questions? 

Mir, SPEAKER: I am afraid, you cannot ask details about a 
statement. If you want me to strictly observe the rums, I shall have 
to rule out many questions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, these are very 

important questions, and 1 am only elucidating the points in the 
answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Chaudhuri, 1 hope you will agree with me 
that it is only in regard to such points in the answer which are not 
clear that the right of putting supplementary questions arises. But 
here the points are clear, and you want fresh information. I am 
always prepared to give you the fullest* opportunity when it is 
possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what about my queiflionsP 
I have not yet been able to put them. May I have an opportunity? 

(Mr. Speaker here again asked the Secretary to call the next 
question.) * 
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Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, am I to be denied the fight 
of putting supplementary questions and may I know why I should be 
so denied? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think it is not fair to the 
members of the House who may have a very 'large number of pertinent 
questions and there are still two more questions to be taken up and 
we have only five minutes more. And if I allow you, I shall have 
to deprive other members of the right of putting supplementary 
questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But, Sir, I have not asked a 
single supplementary question on this. 

Damages caused by flood in oertain parts of Murshidabad district. 

45. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the JWble 
Minister iu charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware of the fact that huge tracts of land including several villages 
between Dhulian Ganges and Tildanga railway stations in the Jangi- 
pur subdivision in the district of Murshidabad have been flooded this 
year, damaging the entire paddy crops of these areas P 

(b) Has the Hon’ble Minister enquired into the causes of the 
damages with a view to find out remedial measures to prevent the flood 
in future? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the question of canals to carry 
water to the rivers or other outlets like culverts, etc., has l>een 
considered ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of instituting an enquiry to find out an 
early remedy P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazart 

(a) In the tract referred to some areas were flooded during the year 
1939 and crops suffered damage. 

(b) and (r) Yes. 

• (d) Does not arise. 

Order prohibiting Krishak workers from holding mattings mid 
remaining in tha Jurisdiction of Aloakhoa Fair. 

4S. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUHDUl (a) Will the Hpn’ble Mini* 
ter in charge of the Home (Political) Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that an order under section 144, Criminal Procedure 



1940.] 


QUESTIONS. 


Code, prohibiting certain Krishak workers from holding meetings in 
Aloakhoa Fair and prohibiting them from remaining in the jurisdiction 
oMhe fair was promulgated by the Subdivisions] Officer of Thaklifgaon 
in the district of Dina j pur? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
promulgation of the order on the Krishak workers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) A large number of people giving out that they were volunteers 
of Krishak Samitis went armed with Influx in a pi occasion and tried to 
create a disturbance of the peace. As a serious breach of peace was 
apprehended if they were allowed to move freely in the fair, the order 
under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, was issued. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state at whose instance the said order was promulgated? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The District Magistrate 
did it of his own and the Subdi visional Officer promulgated it. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: May 1 know, Sir, at whose 
instance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: At nobody's instance. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state who were the persons with whom the volunteers were 
likely to come into clash? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The people in the 

but . 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is it a fact that the authorities 
of the hut or the mela, whatever it may he, us**d to realise exorbitant 
rates from the buyers and sellers of cattle and other commodities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is possible; it may 

be £0. 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Rou ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether it is a fact that as the volunteers agitated 
greatly in that area, the authorities of the but were compelled to 
reduce the rent? 


Mr* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Babu PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, may I know what kind of 

disturbance they tried to create? 

■v 

The Hcm’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to my answer that they went there 
armed with lathis, and it does not mean that they went there with any 
peaceful intention. If there is any dispute, there are likely to be 
cases of broken heads, and that is why orders under section 144 were 
issued . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he i> aware that peasants are 
ordinarily armed with lathis for driving 1 their cattle? (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention 
to rule M of the Assembly Procedure Pules wh i< li relates to supple- 
mentary questions? It states: “Any member may put a 
supplementary question for the purpose of further elucidating any 
matter of fact regarding which an answer has -been given: provided 
that the Speaker shall disallow any supplementary question if, 
in Ins opinion, it infringes the rules as to the subject-matter of 
question.” May 1 enquire as a matter of privilege of a member as 
well as a matter of procedure under the Pules, if the Speaker has got 
any other authority thun what is provided in the Pules to disallow 
a particular member from putting a particular supplementary ques- 
tion as you have been pleased to disallow me. Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 take it that the Speaker in every legislature 

has an inherent right to decide whether or not a question is an abuse 
of the rigid of putting questions. If there is not that power, then 
there will he no end of questions. Dr. Sanyal, wil l you please sit 
down? I may tell you that this is a question of the breach of 
privilege. While I am speaking, you should not he on your legs. 

What 1 am pointing out is this: supposing 4o minutes or one 
hour is allotted for putting supplementary questions 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot cross questions with 
me. You can do it with impunity with others but. not with me. 
What I am saving is that I consider that the regulation of ques- 
tions and the deflate is an inherent prerogative <tf the Speaker in 
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this House, and I shall ibe the last person to accept the position 
that I have no such power, because if I allow one member to put 
supplementary Questions <ul infinitum one after another without 
exercising 1 my discretion, like a machine — perhaps electric or 
otherwise (Laughter) 1 do not know— then it means that others who 
have got equally important vital questions have no right. Therefore 
if I have exercised discretion in the matter I think T have done it 
rightly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, one hour is available for 
gutting questions. As it is, we had finished these questions five 
minutes liefore the allotted time. Thus there would be some 
possibility of my question being answered. Hut before nn question 
was put, I cannot possibly realise how you could enter into my brain 
to ascertain whether my question would be permissible or admissible 
launder the Rules. There are Hitlers who think that the\ have inherent 
right, but here the rules provide foi no Hitlerism. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A> to that I would not have given any answer. 
Hut supposing 1 modulated the questions according to my judgment 
as to what is proper and what is not proper, it is quite possible 
that I shall never be able to punctually close tile questions at the 
end of exactly one hour. It may be a (bit earlier or it may be a bit 
late. I am atraid Dr. Sanyal s point of order is not in order. 


Select Committee Report. 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, T beg to present the report of the Select Committee on the A dm in is* 
trator-tteueral, Bengal (Amendment) Hill, 19* f J9. 

I beg also to present the report of the Select ('ommittee on the 
'Official Trustees Bengal (Amendment) Hill, 19*19. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We will now take up the general discussion of 
the budget. 


GENERAL DI8CU88I0N OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANORA BOSE: Ms. Speaker, the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister has in the course of his statement in presenting 
the Budget Estimate for the year 1940-41 attempted to dilarm 
criticism by making the confession that this year’s Budget must be 
as great a disappointment to the members of this House as it 
is to him person&My. I agree with him that both his Budget Estimates 
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and his Statement in introducing the Budget are rightly the causes 
of disappointment — of profound disappointment — to all sections of 
the House. But I cannot agree with him when he says that with 
the limited materials at his disposal it was not possible for him to 
paint anything but a gloomy picture. 1 should have thought, on 
the contrary, that even with the limited materials at his disposal 
it was possible to relieve the gloom by the exercise of a little imagina- 
tion, by a correct appreciation of the real needs of the province, and 
a judicious distribution of expenditure. 

Sir, when we examine the Budget Estimates for the coming year 
and compare them with the estimates of the last three vear|^ 
we cannot fail to notice that there has been a progressive deterioration 
in our position. If I may start with the actuals for the year 1938-39, 
the receipts were 12 crores and 70 lakhs odd and the 
expenditure was about the same; there was in fact no surplus. 
When we come to the actuals — or to be more accurate — to the revised, 
estimates for the year 1939-40, we find that the receipts were a 
little over 14 crores and the expenditure 14 crores and 10 lakhs odd. 
The deficit started from year 1939-40 and the Budget Estimates for 
the coming year, namely, 1040-41, disclose that the expected 
receipts are 13 crores 07 lakhs and the estimated expenditure 14 
crores 54 lakhs odd. The figures which I have just now quoted 
show a deficit of 57 lakhs, but the deficit is in fact much more than 
that, because we have to add to that figure ot 57 lakhs a figure 
of 20 lakhs which is the net deficit in the Capital and Debt Deposit 
section of the Budget. Therefore we arrive at a total deficit of 83 
lakhs. 

Sir, in opening the debate I desire to confine myself to the general 
features of tin* Budget Estimates and to leave it to other members 
to deal in greater detail with the different heads. If I were 
to analyse the coming year’s expenditure I find that there has 
been an increase in expenditure under certain heads. The increase 
under the head of Irrigation is to the extent of 5 lakhs 89 thousand, 
that of Debt Omciliation of 5 lakhs 02 thousand, that of Education 
I lakh 87 thousand. Pausing therefore for a moment may I not 
offer the legitimate criticism that the increase under the head 
of Education is only a trifle, altogether disproportionate to the 
crying needs of the province both in the matter of primary as well 
as secondary education?* 

Then, Sir, if I were to run through the other items, in which 
increase in expenditure has been provided, I find that Medical is 
responsible for an increase of 2 lakhs 59 thousand. Public Health 
7 lakhs 4 thousand. Co-operation a lakh and one thousand and Civil 
Works, 13 lakhs 41 thousand. I had a lot to say about Co-operation 
but I shall leave it to my honourable friend, Mr. Satya 



JMO.) 


BUDGET DISOUS8ION. 


S07 

Priya Banerjee, who will follow me on this side of the House. The 
total increase in expenditure comes to about *18 lakhs, and I have 
taken only those heads which may be described as nation-building 
activities. 

Now, Sir, when we come to General Administration and what I 
may describe as non-effective charges, we find that General Adminis- 
tration has got an increase of 2 lakhs 29 thousand. With 
regard to the item of General Administration, may I not repeat the 
words of protest which we have uttered in this House year after 
year!'' Having regard to the finances not only of this province but 
^of every other province in British India, I think any Finance Member 
who desires to minister to the real needs of the people has got to make 
a substantial — a very substantial — reduction in the cost of General 
Administration. Sir, when 1 was going through the Budget 
figures, the words which I found years ago in a book written by a 
distinguished Irish author flashed across my mind. He said in 
the Preface to lus lwmk — and 1 may add the book is no other than 
the Life of Michael Collins — he said, '* English civilisation and 
culture are no doubt great things and English methods of 
Government seem to suit the English people; but under them our 
country decayed — ph>si(allv, socially, intellectually, industrially 
and economically, in wealth, in population, in culture, and in every 
way.” Sir, may l not claim that those words apply with even 
greater force to this country and the truth of those words, those 
observations, is borne in upon us particularly when we consider the 
cost of General Administration in the whole of this land and not 
merely in one particular province. 

Now, Sir, instead of the cost of General Administration going 
down under the Government which calls itself popular, you find that 
the figures are mounting up year after year. And even this year* 
when according to the Finance Minister, there was not sufficient 
money for the purpose of catering to the real needs of the province 
we find that General Administration is responsible for an increase to 
the extent of nearly 2^ lakhs. 

Then, coming to the next item, viz., Administration of Justice, 
I find that it is responsible for an increase of a little over 3 lakhs. 
Honourable members might possibly think that bemuse for the last 
quarter of a eenturv I hove taken a humble part in the Administra- 
tion of Justice, I could be expected to support an increase in 
expenditure on this item. But, Sir, I do not, because my 25 years' 
experience in this line has convinced me — and I do not make a secret, 
of it— that the whole administration of justice in this country* needs 
a thorough overhauling and that British methods of justice will not 
do in this country, ’They are not suited to this country. They are 
too expensive for this country. They do not deal out even-handed 
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justice in this country between man and man and class and class. 
That is an observation which I make seriously with a full sense of 
responsibility. Even under the, head of “Administration ot Justice, ” 
it in possible without decreasing its efficiency to make substantial 
reductions. It is possible, and it would be right to associate with 
.the administration of justice more and more properly qualified men of 
.this land and at a much lesser cost than we are incurring to-day. 

Then, Sir, corning to an item which appears for the first time 
in the Budget Estimates of 1940-41, I mean the estimate, the extra- 
ordinary estimate, which may be described as the “War Estimate,' 9 
1 find that it is responsible for Rs. 5,58,000. There, again, 
the views which this side of the House hold are well-known and I 
should su\ , Sir, after deep consideration of this item that the 
^Materials before us do not justify a large provision of Rs. 5,58,000. 

.Now, Sir, coming to some of the principles which in my submis- 
sion ought to guide the distribution of expenditure, let us, 
take some of the nation-building departments. Let us take agriculture 
and irrigation and industry. So far as agriculture is concerned we are 
painfully constrained to note that though provincial autonomy, or so- 
called provincial autonomy, has been in operation for the last lour years 
there has been no attempt to grapple with this problem. We know. Sir, 
— and I had occasion quite recently in addressing an audience assembled 
at an Exhibition in South Calcutta to refer to it — that the fertility 
of the land has progressively deteriorated. There are many 
, contributory causes. The dead and dying rivers, the ill-planned 
railway lines, and many other factors contribute to the decay of the 
fertility of the land. We have been waiting during these four or 
five years to find some attempt to solve the problem, some attempt 
, to mise fertility of the land. It is possible, Sir, — I have not the 
vj;ime now to go into detailed figures but in another place I 
have tried to satisfy the public with figures on the subject — it is 
.possible for our country to produce enough for the purpose of feeding 
iind clothing our own people and also to feed and clothe a good 
jwirt of the world besides. If you were to examine the figures regard- 
ing the fertility during the reign of Emperor Akbar and 
compare them with the figures of to-day, you will find that fertility 
has gone down at least four times. But, though we have l>een wait- 
ing for the last four years for some indication of a serious attempt 
to grapple with the real problems — the problem of development of 
industries, the problem of agriculture and irrigation, the problem 
of co-operation and on — we find that all these natioljf-huilding 
activities have been starved, more or less during that period. I am 
Ire© to confess, Sir, that in one year some attempt was noticeable in 
.those directions, but unfortunately it has not bt^n followed up. 

* (Here the House adjourned for 16 minutes.) 
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Mr* 8ARAT CHANDRA B08ES Sir, before the House rose, 1 was 
dealing with the items of “Genera! Administration’’ and “Administra- 
tion of Justice and I was trying to impress upon the House the 
supreme necessity of cutting down the cost of General Administration 
and also of Administration of Justice. It we fail there, we fail to 
contribute to the primary needs of the province to a ver\ large extent. 

I dcfaiot mean to suggest for one moment that it n possible to increase 
the fertility of the soil in the course of a few years, hut what 1 do 
suggest to the House is this, that steps should have been taken— effective 
steps should have been taken in that direction long ago. 1 do not mean 
to suggest for one moment that if is possible to gi\e life to our dead 
and d\ mg rivers b\ a miracle. Hut what 1 desire to impress upon the 
House is this, that the importance, the seriousness <d the problem 
ought to have been realised more than it has been done b\ the Treasury 
Benches. 

Aiow, Sir, may I come to the question of “Industries")' 1 have said 
again and again in this House and elsewhere that it is only a half- 
truth to say that India is an agricultural counti\. India was also an 
industrial country. History records the pi ogress India made in that 
direction. I should have thought that it was one of the priinan duties 
of a popular Government to survey the mineral resounes of the province 
committed to their charge and to take steps hy aiding private industrial 
enterprises and also by starting State industries to contribute to the 
wealth and to the development of the province and theieln to the 
solution of the unemployment problem. We realise that Government# 
service or private service cannot solve those questions. It would only 
be tinkering with these problems if we were to ask Government or 
private employers to solve the problem of unemployment. That 
problem could be solved to some extent if Government were to apply 
their mind to the development of agrhulture, to the increase of facilities 
of irrigation, to the survey the mineral resources of the province and 
to aiding private enterprise in 1 lie matter of industries and a bo to 
starting large-scale industries themselves. These are the problems 
which a popular Government have to consider. I know —I fully realise 
that it cannot he done in a day; but my complaint is— my grievance 
is — that no attempt has been made in those directions up till now. 

Now, if I may come to the head “Induration,” may I at the 

outset read a few sentences from t lie statement of the Hon file Finance 
Minister aA pages 13 and 14 of the printed booklet. He has said — 
“There is an additional provision of over 2 lakhs for the training of 
teachers for primary schools; of IK *>0,000 for grants to madrassahs; 
of Rs. 40,000 for the award of scholarships; and of a similar amount for 
the expansion of th^.Latly Brabourne College. There is a provision oi 
1$ lakhs representing th%.final instalment of the- grant of 2} lakh* to 
IK 
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the Dacca University for the additional Muslim Hall; and of Rs. 40,000 
for a grant to that University in connection with the recently organised 
Faculty of Agriculture. The, Budget also provides for a grant of 
Rs. 67,500 to the Sudani College, Karotia, being the second instalment 
of a grunt of a lakh and thirty-five thousand to this institution to enable 
it to complete its llmilding projects. Rs. 50,000 has been provided for a 
grant to the Bengal Brataehari Society for the acquisition of land and 
the construction of buildings and Rs. 20,000 has been provided for a 
capital grant to the Vidwisagar Bani Bhawan, Calcutta. A provision 
of Rs. 15,000 haslbeen made for additional building grant* to madrasahs 
and of Rs. 11,000 for a capital grant to the Faridpur Girls’ Junior 
Madrassuh’’ and so on. Sir, good things no doubt, but a Finance 
Minister in charge of a deficit budget has got to consider, in my opinion, 
whether money ought to be spent on brick and mortar or aid should be 
given to life-giving institutions already in existence. Take one ease — 
the Brataehari Society. I am an admirer of the objects ot that 
Society; but if this year any grant ha* to he made at the expense ot the 
grant of lbs. 25,000 to Viswa Bharat i which wa* made last \eai, I 
certainly will not congratulate the Finance Minister on his decision. 
Sir, it is invidious to institute comparisons. But who doe* not know' 
the great work, the noble work, that is being done at Hoi pur under the 
lead of Viswn-Kavi Rabindranath Y Sir, it wa* a source of jj reat 
encouragement to this *ide of the House l<» find la*t war a grant of 
Ks. 25,001) to that institution But to our great disappointment that 
grant does not find an\ place in the* Budget Intimate* foi 1040 - 41 . 
(Cries of “Shame! Shame!" from the Congres* benches.) Sir, it theie 
is un> institution in this province which can renlh be called great, 
^liicji can really be called noble, which can real I \ be described a* the 
meeting ground ot all the cultures in this land, I should , Sir. it ’* 
M Viswa Bharat i. Tt gaive me great pain , and I ma\ add, humiliation, 
' tlmt we in this House should not have insert ed that item of Rs. 55,000 
in the coming year’s Budget. We all know that the hud of yesterday 
has developed into a full-blown flower under the fostering cate wa- 

Kavi Rabindranath. We know that Viswa-Kavi belongs to Bengal, 
and we know’ at the same time that he belongs to India and to 4he rest 
of the world. We know that that institution is loeated in Bengal and 
belongs to Bengal, but 1 think that the world may well claim that 
institution to belong to the world. In these circumstances, I would 
venture even at this late stage to ask the Hon’hle Finance Minister 
to consider and to devi«4* ways and means for inserting that%em in the 
coming year’s Budget. Sir, I may, without any disrespect to Viswa- 
Kavi Rabindranath, say that in that institution located i^+he virgin 
soil of Bolpur, he has sown the seeds of the Federation of the world. 
Let us in this House support what is great, what is noble, wtomt is life- 
giving, what will be on example to the i»st of*the world in eujtgre, in 
Education, in attempts at improvement in the j^hfijque and that* under- 
standing of the people and in*matters pertalitig to the spirit of man. 
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I would therefore once again address my honourable friend the Finance 
Minister a word of appeal regarding the grant to that institution. I do 
not mean to disparage any of the institutions whose names are to lie 
found in his printed statement; but I do think that instead of wasting 
money on brick and mortar this year, we should divert at least a portion 
of the money— a substantial portion of the money— to give aid to 
institutions which are doing real service not only to this land of mils 
hut to the rest of the world. 

Now, Sir, there is one word l would like to say about the proposal 
for new taxation. In this connection I desire to make it clear that if 
proposals for new Taxation are brought forward before this House for 
the purpose of meeting the deficit, we in this House are not prepared to 
support those proposals. (Tries of “Hear! H tar ! " from ('impress 
'benches.) If those proposals are put forward tor the purpose of giving 
life to the dead hones of our provinces, certainly those proposals will 
demand of us careful consideration, and if those proposals do not mean 
additional burden on the poor, additional burden on the peasant- and 
the workers of the land, then we shall certainly give those proposal* our 
deepest consideration. 

Sir, I do not propose to detain the House with in \ ohsen at ions on 
the general features of the Budget more than 1 !ia\e ulioudy done, and 
1 wish to conclude with the observation that this Budget doe* not 
contain un\ scheme of planned eumomv. n does not contain even a 
trace of a leeoven plan. Sir. 1 condole with the Finance Minister. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Mi S|»eakei, Sir, m rising h» take jiart 
in the general discussion on the Budget, I find it a somewhat difficult 1 
task. 1 Ln the first place, I must offer my < imgiat ulgfions to the ne& 
Finance Minister on his Budget speech. I du not propose to go into 
any of the details of the Budget as that will he dealt with by other 
members of my party. The Budget itself can hardly he a subjerl „of A 
congratulations to the new Finance Minister, nor indeed can it be 
gdStemlly a matter for severe criticism. It cun best fie described as n 
matte# for extending sympathy to the llon’ble Minister in that on the 
occasion of presenting his first Budget he is faced with a deficit and the 
problem of how best to make ends meet in view of the present inter- 
national situation. He might find a crumb of comfort in the improve- 
ment in the actual revenue position, hut on the other hand the depletion 
of reserve^ as a result of successive deficit budgets reveal® a very serious 
situation. Budget estimates for the coming year show a dosing balance 
of only t&klakhs above the minimum balance which must be maintained 
W'ith the Reserve Bank and in the treasuries. The closing balance 
represent* the province’s only reserves with the exception of the invest- 
ment in the Famine Injuran^e Fwnd, about 12 lakhs, and securities of a 
normaj value of 3$^ lakhs. The decision not to raise a loan of oj]** 
crone, baa contributed position. ‘Faced with this serious position 
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1 need not stress the need for caution and the first aim of the Finance 
Minister must be to build up a sound reserve position. Without this it 
will be extremely dangerous for him to embark upon new schemes 
involving large scale expenditure, however necessary and desirable they 
may be, It is true that owing to war conditions the Finance Minister 
may hope for an expanding revenue, but few who remember the last 
post-war slum]) will disagree with the opinion he has expressed that it 
would be fatal to the finances of the province if deceived by an artificial 
prosperity due to war conditions we permitted ourselves to undertake 
new commitments that we cannot hope to he able to maintain. Nor 
will they disagree with his conclusion that we must seize this oppor- 
tunity to build up our reserves in order lobe in a position to lighten the 
severity of the inevitable slump by undertaking large scale schemes of 
civil work, irrigation and drainage. 

Towards the end of li is Budget speech the Finance Minister threw 
out a few hints regarding the survey upon which he was engaged tor the 
purposes of discovering new sources of revenue. He anticipates that 
before the end ot (his financial \ear he will place before the House 
proposal** tor new taxation. 1 can therefore issue a timely note of 
warning to the Finance Minister that he will be* well advised to pursue 
a emit ions policy m this direction. The burden ot existing taxation falls 
heavil\ on the urban areas and there is a strong possibility that increased 
taxation will defeat its object. Bengal has been well advised in avoid- 
ing piecemeal taxation which has been introduced in other provinces. 
Such taxes as the Madias General Sales Tax have proved difficult to 
administei and eas\ to evade and the financial return has not been 
commensurate. The Bombay Congress Government found so many 
difficulties and disadvantages in the way of the Bombay Sales Tax on 
cloth that they were not able to introduce it and it was afterwards 
cancelled. 

I cun with some pleasure congratulate the Finance Minister on the 
provision he has been aide to make for increased expenditure on jiation- 
huilding and for his skill in distributing these increases. I would atoly 
mention one item which is ot parteular interest for me. I refer to the 
additional amount of 1U. K>,000 provided for a much needed increase 
in the nursing staff of the Medical College Hospital. This will go 
some way towards remedying existing defects. \\\> are grateful even 
for this small increase. 

I will now’ refer to oiie important point raised in the speech of the 
Ifon’ble Minister, the question of jute and jute regulation.' I would 
emphasize the excellent advice which the Finance Minister ^ivas offered 
to the jute-growers to use the benefits they have received from the high 
prices pre\ ailing this year to rid themselves of their burdens of debt. I 
would however sound a note of warning with reference to the proposed 
restriction policy. There is in this a ver\ real danger, and I fear 
Government have been overhasfv in their decision regarding this year's 
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crop. They have not considered the possible consequence of restriction 
this year and the grave dangers to the province which might arise 
through the prices being forced up to an uneconomic level. I will not 
dwell on this subject as ample opportunity for criticism will be afforded 
when the necessary legislation comes before the House. 

In concluding, Sir, 1 would like to offer my sympathies to the 
Hon’hle the Finance Minister for being faced so soon in h is new role 
with the task of presenting a budget and a deficit one at that. He is 
however a man of great resources, and 1 think we ma\ congratulate 
him on having made the best of a somewhat difficult position. His 
present intentions of proceeding with caution are praiseworthy, 
and I hope when he considers the quest urn of new taxation he will hear 
in mind the note of warning I sounded earliei. 


Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. at the outset 
1 must congratulate the Hon' hie the Finance Ministci on li is having 
at least once on the Hoor of the House told a hare, simple, plain and 
naked truth when he said the other day 

“We must expand and expand progressive^ . There is such a 
crying need for an immediate expansion of our nation-building 
activities that to m> colleagues, to the honourable memheis of this 
House, to all those in fact who know and deplore the conditions in 
which the ill-educated, ill-housed, ill-tod and malaria-stricken sons 
of Bengal live, this vear s Budget must In* as great a disappointment 
as it is to me peisomilh 

Yes, Sir, it is disappointing, disappointing because it has not dis- 
closed any plan for the present with a view to construct the future, 
disappointing because it is unimaginative in I fiat it does not indicate 
any solution nt the problems confronting us at piesont, disappointing 
because it aims at maintaining the statin </////, disappointing because 
there is a delibciate attempt at not mobilising men, mnne\ and materials 
f 0 |' the common good, disappointing because it i* t after all, a pafbetie 
monument of governmental tolly and failure Mr. "Speaker, Sir. as l 
wan hearing the Hon hie the linanee Minister reading his budget 
statement the other dux . I could imagine that amongst certain members 
of this House there was much bedding ot heads, much quickening of 
pulses and much locating of hearts at the prospect ot additional taxa- 
tion, hut at last they heaved a sigh of relict when the.v found that the 
ITon’ble the Finance Minister acted more upon the maxim “anticipa- 
tion is hettef than realisation” than upon immediate realisation itself. 
But I fiiifi to-da\ Mr. Walker, lender of the Kuropean group, appre- 
hensive about the survey m which llm Hon hie Minister says die is 
engaged and sounds a note of warning. 

Sir, I do not deny lhat there is not as much scojm* as we wished for 
an increase of revenue to the Provincial Government by wav of taxation, 



214 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[21st Fbb., 


but 1 do feel and feel very strongly that the sources of revenue that 
have been given to us by the Government of India Act, 1935, have not 
been sufficiently tap]>e<l or not tapped at all. I do not know what 
considerations stood in the way of not taxing agricultural income. I 
do not know what prevented the Government from introducing a tax 
on sale of goods. I do not know whal were the considerations that led 
them to impose tax only on entertainments, amusements and professions 
and why luxuries were exempted. (Maulvi Ami Hussain Sarkar : .Turf 
Club.) 1 do not know why taxes on betting and the machinery for 
realising the same have not been improved upon. 1 do not know any 
of these things. But these considerations bring me face to face with 
the most fundamental problem, namely, the problem of the social 
background against which the whole budgetary scheme has been drawn 
and lead me to believe that the present Government is simply acting 
as the executive of the ruling capitalist class of the society. I wish 
1 were mistaken and I wish the Finance Minister in arriving at the 
result of his survey of the possible sources of taxation were guided by 
the one fundamental principle, namely, that what matters is not the 
amount of tax realised but the amount left after taxation. 

Sir. I, find myself confronted with another problem, no less import- 
ant, nay, more important than that of taxation, namely, the problem 
of utilization of money realised by taxation How is it going to l>e 
spent? Is it going’ to be spent as doles here and doles there as it is 
done in this year’s Budget, is it going to be utilised for providing high 
salaries for men at the top, or is it going to be spent to carry on a 
well-planned war, implacable and relentless war, on destitution and 
poverty . unemployment and squalor, famine and flood, disease and 
destitution? These are the problems, these are the questions which 
are agitating the minds of tux-payers, and they have every right to 
ask Government these questions and demand ot theyi an answer, i 
have not the time at my disposal to deal with all the problems raised in 
the Budget, but l have l>een commissioned by my leader to speak a lew 
words on co-operation, and I will confine myself to that. 

In this year's Budget Co-operation has btvn uivcii some increase. 
There has lieen for the last tew years a progressively increased grant 
to this department, but l am sorry to find that there has also been a 
progressive deterioration in t he working of this department. It goes 
without saying — and thert is no denying the fact — that the co-operative 
movement is in a very bad state. Let me quote the words of the 
Registrar which 1 find quoted in to-day’s leading article #f Amrita 
Jiaz(t( Pntnkn: — 

“New business having stopped, almost a complete stagnation haa 
now come upon the agriculture credit movement*' and he has urged on 
the Government, “to devise means as early as possible for saving the 
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agricultural credit movement from impending collapse with which it 
u threatened at present." 

That is the position with which we are laced so far as the co-oj>era- 
tive movement is concerned. 1 maintain that even in this deplorable 
state of the movement Co-operation is full of promise and fraught 
with immense possibilities for the future, provided that co-operative 
principles and practice accepted all the world over are not thrown to 
the winds, as they are done by the Co-operative Department at present, 
i will read a tew lines from the statement of the Ilon'ble Finance 
Minister who has very kindly devoted a larger space than is usual to 
Co-operation. He says: “The great problem, however, of the co- 
operative Credit Department is still the rehabilitation of the movement 
in the esteem of the people of 1 he province. For this purpose a scheme 
designed to bring the demands of the societies down to the level of 
the paying capacity of the debtors is under preparation. 1 hope the 
House will hear more of the scheme in the near future. " We Ho not. 
know what scheme is under preparation, hut l have seen the scheme 
prepared by the Registrar; and if that is the scheme which the Ilon'ble 
tlie Finance Minister has in mind, then that scheme should he sub- 
jected to a very caieful scrutiny and after the scheme has been subjected 
to such a scrutiny by an independent body consisting mainly of non- 
othcials and co-operative exerts, it should be considered, accepted and 
given effect to. 

May I point out through you, Sir, to the Government that the way 
in which the Ilon'ble Minister in charge of Co-operation is acquiescing 
in the positively detrimental step" that are being taken by the Registrar 
is the way not to rehabilitation or reconstruction, but to ruination and 
destruction May I a^k the Hon'ble Minister in charge ot Co-operation 
— whom 1 find absent now --may I ask Inin why lie hastened to oj>en a 
branch of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank at Dacca Y His 
speech delivered on the occasion and as reported in the Amritn Bazar 
Patrika contained every other blessed thing save the reasons for 
founding a branch ot the said bank. I had occasion to refer to a promi- 
nent director of that bank who is a nominee of ihe Registrar, but he 
could not give me any satisfactory answer: something has gol to l>e 
done, he said, to keep the movement going. Is this the way in which 
the movement will have to be kept going f The better course, then, 
is that the movement should cease to exist aid that a stop he put to 
its further march of defrauding tin* public and embarrassing the Govern- 
ment. 

Sir, I cab understand the principle of the provincial hanks catering 
to the needs of primary societies direct without the intermediary of 
the central hanks, hut # I cannot understand the branches of the pro- 
vincial bank being pitted against the central banks in the local area#. 
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i come next to the problem of hasty organization of societies. 
Members of this House will perhaps be staggered to hear that even 
during the hey-day of the co-operative credit movement from 1922-28 
societies were formed, on the admission of the Registrar, at the rate of 
2,000 per year, but take it from me that it was only during two months 
of the year 19*19 that as many as (>,*100 or 0,500 societies were organized. 
Sir, what justification has he — at this day when consolidation and not 
expansion should he the watchword — to organize more than 0,000 
societies in two months? 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit and resumed his 
seat.) 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: M r. Speaker, Sii. ■ before I 
begin my speech 1 quote some figures of the Registration Department 
for the years 19*17, 1938 and 9 months of 1939 (January to September) 
in order to place before the House the real situation through which 
rural Bengal is passing at present, on account of the introduction of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and legislation of Mone\ -lenders Bill. 
The figures will give the House a clear idea as io how lands aie gradually 
passing out of the hands of raiynt s : — 



1037. 

1038. 

Int rouse. 

Decrease. 


II H. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

R«. 

1. Total sale or exchange* 

. 3,34,573 

4,12,358 

77, 785 


2. Mortgages 

. . 3,02,520 

1,04,805 


1,37,634 

3. Total Registration 

1 1,22,050 

10,04,333 


28,517 


From January to September, 1 939, the sales registered were 
Rs. 0,09,842 which is an increase of R>. 97.484 within 9 months over 
the whole of last year. 

A com parat i rc stati incut of number of so/o of tnuHoc cubic property 
for the period from January to >< ytt mixer. IM-'iS, ami January to 
September. /9.J.9, supplied by tin ofhn of the 1 n*pt etor-dt nerd] of 


Ifct/nt ration , ltcnyal. 

Total number ot 
'•altM of immove- 
able property. 

AgizreuaU* value < 
the properties 
transferred. 

1038. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Jamiun to September , 

2,40, Sul 

6.07,13,147 

1030. 



January to Sept«nl>er 

5. t Ml, 84 2 

0,43,46,377 


Commenting on the figures as stated, the Inspector-General of 
Registration in his Administrative Report for the year 1938 remarks, 
"that lands are gradually passing out of*'the hands oi raiyats 
rendering them more helpless and impoverished.' * 
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I think some effective steps must he taken by Government at once- 
to stop this alarming transfer of lands by cultivators which has been un- 
doubtedly done in most cases with a view to raising capital for ordinary 
agricultural operation. 

In this connection I would like to draw the serious attention ot the- 
House to the ludicrously low provision of Its. d lakhs made in the 
Budget under the head “Loans and Advances.*' It is a well-known 
fact that 70 per cent, of the Bengal population lives in the village and 
a fairly good proportion of them is at present unable to iaise their 
crop properly or make any attempt to improve their economic condi- 
tion in other ways particularly' due to shrinkage of capital in the 
countryside. The previous Governments left them to tin* mercy of 
the money-lenders for ages which increased their debts and ruined them 
financially. The present Government in their solicitude to help them 
have brought into being the Debtors Act and the Money-lenders Act. 
These Acts whatever relief they are capable of giving the agriculturists 
have practically killed the rural credit. The result has been that the 
poor middle-class cultivators who are on the border line ol solvency and 
who are expected to strive hard to improve their ecomunic condition 
cannot raise even small loans without selling their lands out light. 

Jt wi 1 1 thus appear that even with the best intention of helping the 
agriculturists by lightening their burden ot debts Government are 
driving them to the position of landless labourers. By these acts. 
Government have severely restricted tin* credit ot the agi icullui ists, 
while at the same time made no arrangement for establishing a siniablo 
credit agency . I should consider this a* an extremely short-sighted' 
policy of Government Belief measuies such as scaling down of the 
debts of the agricult urist.s on the basis of the repaying eapacitv and 
limiting the rate of interest on borrowings imiv be good to some extent* 
for a temporary period, but no relief measures are capable ot ameliorat- 
ing t lie economic condition of the agriculturists Km such impiove- 
ment, facilities should be provided to t hem for bet lei farming and 
better marketing of their produce and thereby to increase then un nine. 
I find no indication m the Hon b!e the l itiance Minister s Budget speech 
that Government propose to do anything’ of the kind 1o help the 
percent, population of fins province m achieving their most vital need, 
viz., keeping their hodv and miu! together 1 he paltry sum of Uh. o, 
lakhs provided under the head “Loans and Advances’ for 7H per cent, 
of the population who are the mainstay in the country only liespeak 
of the callousness and indifference of Government to the most vital 
problem of the day, namely, the Burnl Credit. It is surpri-inj that 
a Government which claims to be formed of the people and lor the 
people should be so indifferent to the need of the bulk of the popula- 
tion. As an excuse for small provision the Hon’ble the finance Minister 
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said thal tin* ruiyats received good price of staple crops. But the bona 
ji (lc cultivators were not tally benefited by the rise in price as they had 
to sell most part of their crops before the price rose. 

It must he conceded, however, that it was a wise move on the part 
of the Co-operative Department last year to form 5,000 new crop loan 
societies along with several large sale societies for marketing of the 
produce of the members. (Government supplied Its. KU lakhs to tbe 
provincial bank to finance these societies, and 1 have been informed 
that by this time about 00 per cent, of this loan has already been 
repaid before due date. From the figures of the ltegistration Depart- 
ment it api>ears that transactions to the value ot 17 crores take place 
in bonds, mortgages, leases and by sales. To meet the urgent demand 
of the people the provision of Its. 5 lakhs in this Near's Budget is a 
drop in the ocean. 

Before 1 give a constructive suggestion in this connection 1 would 
like to sound a note of warning to (Government that unless immediate 
steps are taken to stop the sale of lands by the cultivators for raising 
loans for their agricultural operations the rural areas will abound 
with lundless labourers in the near future which will provide a most 
dangerous field for the germination of 1 lie seed of communism 

In my opinion the best available agency for supply of credit facilities 
to the cultivators for raising their seasonal crops is the co-o]>erativp 
societies. A larger mini Iter of these societies should he immediately 
established throughout the rural areas tor gning shoit-terni loan for 
productive purposes. Arrangement should also be made at the same 
time to introduce an agricultural programme tor intensive cultivation 
■of various crops and also to market the crop b\ elimination of the 
middlemen's profit. 1 would propose that (lovernnienl should raise a 
loan of Its. 2 crores immediately for supply of rural credit. As regards 
Education : l would like to place before the House the most deplorable 
condition of Muslim girls' education There are fl7 non-tiovernment 
girls' secondary schools in Bengal, of them there is not a single high 
tmglish school run by Muslims. Only there are thuy or tour middle 
cnglish schools. Of these thiee or Jour, one is just raising its status 
to that of a high English school at Chittagong. 1 shall cite some con- 
crete cases how the development of Muslim female education is being 
retarded. Last year Ooverninent sanctioned 1 lakh of rupees tor addi- 
tional grant to non-( Government secondary schools for girls, out of 
this Us. 45,000 was placed at the disposal ot the Inspectress of Schools. 
Dacca Circle, but the poor Muslim institution of Chittagong has not 
been favoured with Us. 45 even. 

Muslims of Chittagong have been constantly trying for the establish- 
ment a Muslim female training school at Chittagong like the one at 
Calcutta for the last three years, hut to their utter despair they find 
it being shelved on some plea or other by the offers, who are in power. 
Hepresentation after representation havS been made to the authorities, 
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even last of all to the Hon' hie the Chief Minister in October, 1939, 
but to no effect. Why this is happening y Because there is no 
Muslim Inspectress in the province. There are two, both are non- 
Muslim. Of the 12 Assistant Inspectresses only one is n Muhammadan 
stationed at Calcutta. 

We therefore strongly urge the Hon’hle Minister to take note of 
it and redress the long telt grievance of the Muslim community and to 
give effect to the recommendations of the Muslim Advisory Committee 
of 1935 at an early date 

1 am particularly interested in the development of cottage industries. 
In this connection I like to point out that Muslims are extremely 
backward and no encouragement \\hatsoe\er is given to them. The 
report of the Publicity Department- Bengal Ministry and the Hindus 
of Bengal -—has opened our eyes and it appears front page 28, Table C, 
that out of IN. 5,15,120 onl\ IN. 40,935, i.r., 11 per cent, are being 
spent for Muslim training in imn-(ioveniineiit technical schools and the 
balance of 89 per cent, tor Hindus and other non-Muslims. 

1 will cite two concrete cases for the information ot the House. In 
Chittagong 1 have started an Industrial Home for Muslim Girls in 
1937. Since then we are getting only IN. SO a month as recurring 
grant. For the last two years I am trying tor an increased grant of 
IN. 400 a month on special consideration for poor Muhammadan girls 
training and to develop and reorganise it Alter a prolonged corres- 
pondence it ha> Iveen turned down by the Finance Department But 
the Finance Department was ven generous to purvide IN 20,000 as 
capital grant for Vnlyasagar Bam Bhnvan, IN i.OOO toi Belur In- 
dustrial School, IN 2,000 for Mission Industrial School, haridpur. 
Last year Government was pleased to provide Us. 30,000 for the Saroj 
Nalini Industrial Home; besides Hindu Industrial Schools are getting 
very liberal rei urring grants such as Nari Sikhva Samiti, about 
IN. 17,000. Saroj Nalini Industnul Home about IN. 5.000 to IN. 
and so on. 

But the Muslim enterprises ate being' throttled and no encourage- 
ment is given to develop. 

1 would, therefore, must strongly urge the Government to reserve 
a portion of the grant to he spent annually as recurring and non- 
recurring expenditure tor the advancement of technical education amoug 
Muslim males and females. 

I will cite another concrete case. A proposal was submitted to the 
Government for the establishment of a leather Training and Trading 
School at Chittagong, as raw materials to the worth of Ks. Hi, Off. 000 
are being exported annually from Chittagong. 1 proposed to make a 
free gift of land; the sfte was selected in July', 1939, and I understand 
the scheme has got the administrative approval and plans and estimate* 
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prepared, ibut to my utter despair I did not find it in the Budget. 
Perhaps the Finance Department was also very kin# to throw it out 
us the proposal came from a Muslim member. Bijt Be. 23,891 lias been 
provided for other new expenditure, Rs. ">0,000 for Brathachaii. and 
Rs. 00,000 for the electrification of the Manipur Farm. ^ 

1, therefore, most earnest 1\ draw the serious attention of the Gov- 
ernment towards this scheme and urge the Government to provide funds 
in the Revised Budget of July next. 

As regards disafforestation of some portion of reserve and protected 
forests and providing sufficient land for free grazing, nothing has yet 
b^en done by the Government. The Inquiry Committee appointed for 
deforestation of Rampur and Charandip Blocks in Cox’s Bazar subdivi- 
sion have not yet completed their inquiries and have not submitted 
their report. 1 do not find any reason for an Inquiry Committee like 
this except to delay the matter, so that the enthusiasm of the people 
and the members he subsided. We are not going to stop here. We 
must have free grazing land and deforestation of some culturable land 
to provide food and home for the poor homeless labourers and to increase 
Government revenue. The Bodar Khale Colonisation Scheme has every 
success and so we must push up the new schemes and urge Government 
to expedite the matter. 

Am regards Debt Settlement Board, it is very regrettable that ill 
spite of oiu repeated requests to the authorities, from the Circle Officer 
to the Ilon’lde Minister, our prayer for the establishment of Debt 
Settlement Boards in each union has not yet been fruitful. Only 9(1 
Debt Settlement Boards have been formed out of 180. Still 90 Debt 
Settlement Boards remain to be tunned. I, therefore, request the 
Government not to depri\e Chittagong ot this benefit and establish 
Debt Settlement Boards in the remaining unions this year 

Maulvi AHMAD ALI MRfDHA: Sir, 1 am in duty hound that 1 
must begin by congratulating the Hon hie the Finance Minister oil his 
presenting tin* Budget in which there are some provisions for amelio- 
rating the conditions of mu people. Sir, as 1 do congratulate him, I 
feel, at the same time, it is my duly to speak out my mind where 1 find 
some cause for disappointment. Like many members in this House, 
1, belong to the rural area. and. theielore, I feel there must be some- 
thing done for the benefit of the rural people. My idea was that 
Govrnment must be in a position to do that and every villager in every' 
village may know that there is a Government existing for their benefit. 
My object was not to see the entire grievances of t he people removed 
all Ut once by magic. But my desire was to see that at least one 
measure was adopted in which all people could see some benefit being 
done to them. Then, Sir, my idea was that eVen if other items were 
to be left in the position in which they were, it was the clear duty of 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


221 


1940 .] 


the pfeaent popular Government to see that one meaiure at leaat was 
undertaken by which relief could he given in all directions so that 
every man might Tsnow that there was a Government behind him to do 
him good. thought being that, I tried to make my point clear in 
the beiining in the year 1M7, when 1 made my maiden speech. 
Primary education is one item where we felt that though every other 
item could be postponed, it should not be put oft. We gave for 
this purpose a clean slate to the ministry to write on and we gave the 
^ministry the entire authority to do anything they liked, even to impose 
a frejkh taxation in order to pro\ide free primarv education for the entire 
people of Bengal. We also insisted that primary education should be 
made conipulson in the shortest "pace of time. I nfortunatelv even 
a beginning has not been made in some distncts. In m\ own district 
I see that primary education has been introduced and an attempt made 
to establish a School Board. A School Board has been very lazily 
established. I least expected such things because m\ idea was that 
though even other thing could wait, primary education should not be 
made to wait. I would have been much happier had I seen in m\ dis- 
trict that all boys were getting free primary education I feel now 
great 1\ disappointed became nothing lias been done. 


Of couise, in the beginning the aigumen! was that there was not 
enough money which could he called cultivators’ money, and therefore 
the cultivating portion of the population could have been left alone. 
Now, I find that the first item m the Budget is IN. 2*20 lakhs. That 
is fiom jute tax. That is to my mind entirely cultivators’ money. 
This mone\ was not available before 19‘t*i-‘t4. and it was made available 
only in l!M4-*r>. Later there was an increase in the percentage and 
now file amount lias come to IN. 2-20 lakhs. \\ lm is the ownci of that 
iiionev f To that simple question, the answei is that it is the culti- 
vators alone who own jute and who sell it. On that taxation is levied 
and mone.v is collected if theje is at all any pel son who can lay claim 
to ownership of the nionev . it is onlv the cultivator- This jute tax 
should have been earmaiked foi imparting primary education to rural 
people in Bengal, but the Government thought it wise to divert the 
money to make up the deficit in the Budget. The money which the 
poor people were paying wa- not used for an.v purpose which would be 
to their benefit. Tliev were not getting any benefit from Government 
in pie-Heform days. At that time we accused the Government but 
now there N no reason whv the pieseni popular Government should 
continue to l>e run on the same old bureaucratic lines. We have been 
trying to reflect in this II mine the demands of the people in the villages 
and we desire to see this money earmarked in the Budget as being the 
share of the cultivators. We made that point clear in IM7. The 
cultivators Gould have been exempted from taxation. Though they 
have not been exempted, I have embraced the legislation that i* there 
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for primary ediyujrtion. I embrace the measure that the (ifovepuaent 
have taken for spreading primary education in the^lattp. But, Hr, 
there imiHt lie imagination. They must be dealing with this matter as 
speedily as possible. ^ 

(joining to the other items l can think of even deprofineialisation 
of high school education and college education, and all ibat. I can 
even cherish the idea of cutting off all connections of these high schools 
and colleges with our provincial revenues. Sir. 1 do grudge,, the money 
spent on the teaching of our bovs in high schools and colleges. If yo# 
do not do it, well, still l hope and expect in all earnestness ttyt you 
would give us pritnun education without any delay, that is all we 
want. 

Now, Sir, coming to the position of the Budget, 1 think that it is 
still the same as in the past years, on the lines of bureaucratic form 
as in the past; it is a copy of the last year's Budget when Mr. Sarkftr 
was in charge. No improvement worth mentioning is there, because 
there is nothing for the amelioration of the poor people of the villages. 
Of course, you have done something, but I must sa\ that the grants 

hu\e not been distributed with imagination. Some soft of doles have 

been given to the memheis of the Treasury Benches nohod\ has been 
refused and everybody has got some sort ot dole -but the fattest and 
the bulkiest ho\ lias got the largest share. 1 expected reduction in the 
expenditure on Police, Oeneral Administration and also in the expen- 
dit lire on Administration of Justice. I also expected a definite 

increase of expenditure under the head “Industries.*' A definite 

attempt should have been made 1o impio\e mu indu-ti lev But it is 
disappointing to see that there is no change there I do not agree to 
this; 1 join issue and shall continue to join issue with this state of 
things. For instance, the salt industry should he improved. The 
Budget provides nothing as income or expenditure on salt. This is 
disappointing. 

Turning to the Department of Co-operation. 1 must say that there 
is only patching and tinkering there. There is nothing of imagination. 
The flow of rural credit has been choked and it anybody is responsible 
for this, it is the legislature. The Legislature is responsible for the 
change in legislation. The rural nuihajtins are fighting shy of lending 
any money for the relief of the people in time of their need. That is 
again the reason why the Legislature should take the responsibility for 
providing money to the people in their need. Sir, the Budget is silent 
— not only silent but it is vocal, I should say, in saying that no pro- 
vision should be made for giving any agricultural loan and rural credit 
this* year. The Hon’ble Finance Minister know r s as he has toured in 
the mufasaal how the villagers live in the grij> of famine. This year 
14 districts were in the grip of famine and they are not yeW» prosperous 
condition. In some parts of these affected districts there has been loss 
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q| ferips again. ^lii many subdivi^ms ami districts people are in dis- 
tres8-Mnultj|jJied distress — distress added to distress. Sir. ^or these 
reason 'money should have been provided for agricultural loapa^and 
icfo rural credit. Government paid mone\ last year as agricultural 
loans and did that ungrudgingly. When the> gave relief to the 
people we*were so grateful, our people were so grateful and the action 
of Government was so highly praised by them In their turn they have 
paid bacjjfc the entire monev . In the mufassal wherever tin* Hon'ble 
^Ministers went the\ received ovation and we also t ongratulated them 
on achievement 1 hex had on the last occasion. Hut, Sir, that is no 
reason to think that the grievances of the people have been removed 
-altogether Some relict should la* given to I lie people in the shape of 
agricultural loans now that thev an* in distiess Sii, as 1 have said, 
rural credit lias almost been choked. \\ e must also provide for rural 
Vfedit. There is a great dutv cast on the Hon hie Minister m this 
respect. Co-operation in the past had been declared to la* a failure 
entirely. Hut through the activities nt tin* Co-operative Department 
there* lias been something of a lepivenat ion l hen* has been some 
improvement through tlie eflmis nt 1 1t** Itegisiiai who is doing his 
best and the Hon'ble Minntei in cbaige is doing bis best as also the 
staff of the department aie doing their level best and there are signs 
of nnprnv emenl in the village societies. Sn, in this condition when 
\ mi have started doing good veil must also set* to the finish. \ on must 
soe that the niial soueties which are almost dead are rejuvenated and 
lemndelled The rotten poition must he chopped off and the other 
portion must be brought to life back again so that people max see 1 hat 
co-operation is not a failuie. but it is a success The expansion of 
<*o-ojh* ration is a necessity, and it must be expanded on the lines sug- 
gested bv the Cabinet some time ago A\ c* have got some Hills also 
and we have become very much hopeful, but this Hudget has dis- 


appointed us Why that idea has fvecn abandoned, it is not possible 
for us to imagine. We miM -ee that something is done again just t( 
give relief in the shape of expansion of the co-operative movement 
along the lines of produce societies and some institutions of the kind of 
warehouses. Such institutions will no doubt give some sort of protec- 
tion to the cultivators. With all humility 1 insist upon our Govern- 
ment to attend to all these needs of our people. 


Coming to ‘‘Industries" I find that up till ’*ow not a single institutioi 
has been started at the inspiration of Government. If anything ha> 
been done in this direction, if is due to private enterprise. The othei 
day I visited the farm of Alla Mohan Das at Howrah. The place n 
known as Das Nagar. If any man ever lived in Bengal who made hi* 
life worth living it is Alia Mohan Das. Anybody may go there and 
see what h#has done there. What a small man he was, but what « 
great achievement he has made in the way of development of induutrie* 
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He has made possible the manufacture oi macmnery in ms own factory. 

The manufacture and the use of tffese machineries seen. there. 

Molt an Dai*, i$, * great man. Though he is a Hindu, stilly have 
greaf admiration for him, because he ha&^lone a grc^t deal for |he 
amelioration of the condition of himself as well as of kis neighbours, 
his relations and his countrymen. So he is a great man. 

J have visited the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutica. jrks and 

there, what has not been manufactured by the efforts of Sir ?# (h RoV ! 

' % 

The Industries Department should have imagination and they^bould 
encourage such an enterprise, big or small, by private individuals or 
by people jointly forming themselves into joint stock companies or, 
■working on co-operative lines, 

in our country sugarcane is grown and grown in abundance; stiJJ 
more facilities should be provided for growing the article, ;4uid 
'machinery is needed for crushing the cane and converting the juice into 
'fiu gar. 

(Here the inembei having reached tin* time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: tovTs wtfo tor, urals 

Tv: ^15)80-8^ TOR TOSft m <PTwr fVTOR CTV1X0' 

foft w mm w vtoicvi i Km'i ^k»8o-8 ^ to? ®it? <r?r 

i>0 t4lft> Jv>S 5P5 5(41 ; 5TT5 ?T? RT B5?TwF ^8 RlfiJ 08 <WS 5l4l 

WS CTO OS 8TV frm VlSJC Vf^RI & UlSJa RV *tf$R OTT UTTw? 

3Rt to* w stirrRi ar:wf»T^* tor sFRrtv? n? ctrot 

r ?iw <; rs c fRr e S?' antsiR 7 sppvt sppt: ctovI? rtrcct \5nrr^ fofa 

torctH i fafa tosi? ?fsr? to vfm vtorijR r erc'nto: to 

5t?lt 5*T5TT4 VTfrfo STCSt; *fOT 5tol toj dJ«R 

a* 4?T? *T?«T fa? ^ to ?W? StTJ TOR 5RT R VTRftf stffa nt^ST 

«nfnraci cn^rr fa fcfa ,vrt? fafa c v*flv*$rt\5 tori 

fafa W? «TC?TR? OTTfa?T HTSfa fWTTV aot RR? STTCWfTOF RT?$-TOH 

SRVR? V? fa ^TC4 VTyfa «i!faC5lfc ©IVIfl a4i\ STHST? fntoTt 1 

VTOfT TOntoRfa TOS W V? fc ^oVOtr TO * RTfl> 

\>b are 5r4r toi fa*$ n? ?m? arcfa: fc 'zsob-os to <m towt 

vtv rmT w?f$ 34 are^ 5m vt 5T (5 i 5 n v^o^-bo hw cv 
■ ttnrr vv mvs trs hi5T©v ipf to rtvrto ^ ^«&8o-8 ^ to? 

vrcsfr ftr? «uto *rrf? m ?^to? cto ob stv vf^Rt 

tor? cvfro vrt r ?Tto v 1 ^ arot? «t? 

*trc v wtT v?4tr? m m wrt wot affj vot vf^cr 
wifTORi « al ntwn v*s^ avra n? fto 

OT»iJ wto **os-ob tor SR^r 5m vt to to rt 5 ^ mf5 bo ^ 

5m i 



JMfr) BFtyftT »lsf*' 8 BlO!C 

, ^ r- 

* ^ afl |5 H&-WJW faTO $ 4 * 34 * TO? TO ?fa ?TflkC& ?T$fa f U^ TOT 
tot TOf iJfWrre cro faro *ti fa*$ vfaro wft? fwwi S^fjcw 
tro w*$ 4 ♦pfr^r *or TO to cro *ic$< aro wfi^ ro? TOt terror w 

w IE 1 % TO - WfTO TOWTl TOfafb* STOTfaTO* TOW *f?C$ STO*T 

: frown * 

a tot?? 4 tc$c 5 ffa faro « <^fafa faro to? swro & to s ^ to 
$tw tot torn toIvcto? fa to rorc c? stot? «tfsfa to w a¥ 

( <ffa faWTCWT ScTT SH? TO? 4 <I<J CTOt STOUR TT?? \£f faTOT^fa titUS TO*H 
WTOt C? TOW JPWfa TO tom TOFT ®*TO 5 toff* | 

fro; tof? c^^cwr roffaltf? $ro TOfa*^a 1 c? fa^fa arot ffrowt 
rorc? cro ?m c? crosi TOrort ro^rton rryr rot? *^to & c*Tf$ atr 
to 5 t^t to? s? to «ra J faw , fa c^to, ror. «nWf 5 K 4 frofarot s^fa ms 

Wlt> bo TO frPFT afa TOT? TO 5?1 roWfa C?TO ^ cro <a$ &t*t to 

TO*pt cro sr 4 tt' 3 <H *r$ *faro $w £t*t wto ?rto cwt^tt to?? 

«rsfaR awm *mti> ^5tt cro? cro **tr? 5 R( far$ to *ro? row to 
toe*; fa^ faa^TR ct c*r« *rrs? tow to c? ttIi srro w< fan^rr 
fanro cm men *wl? w ?t*i wrsi ^faM $trt to ®rtrt sato *?f fro^s 
tow i s$tto rtra tot ar^TTs <c^4 , i ^ ?t?^ snxwwc *fa?r 

tocro i TOfTOf^T TO-fafaro? faro /*ft nfa?r wrt> to mm 
afa tot? trfafa to?cvi 6 f TO-fafaro? roT$$T a*fa afro to?i ror^r 
to? Srolro TOfas faro **1? s *nta nfafa^ »cr 5^ afro ^T«ro totot 
tow to torcr i to^y $~f aarw? tow wfac?rr? a^ i ^fa toro i «rrfa 

a TOTO TOl’WTl? 5 ^fa> WTO^a? 5 RT CF&T toTT« SfaTO Wt ^1 W*TT 

^fa 5 *T 5 i<f rorra faro at ww? «(ro ®ffacTRW? afaro *T#w i 

Mr. UPENDRANATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir. at the ver? 
outset of my Jfud^et disi-ussiou tor JJHO- 41 , 1 must trauklv sa> that 
the Budget E»timate for the coming year is i most disuppoiuting one, 
as it has almost tailed to ad«sjuatel\ provide for the nation-building 
departments. 1 have very earetulU gone through tlu statement by 
the Hon'ble Finance Minister in presenting the Budget lor 1940 - 41 . 

This is the fourth time that 1 am going to rritieise the Budget 
Estimate, but I am ver> sorr\ to find that no improvement, nothing of 
the kind, has been done and no digression from the old course of action 
has been effected in it, although we all expected that new schemes for 
nation-building departments would evolve anti considerable provisions 
would be made for them in the Budget. 

Let u» jiow turn to Appendix No. II given at the last page of the 
Budget Statement. What do we find therein? We find that the bijgent 
sum of money amounting to Rs. 1 , 59 , 72,000 has been provided for Civil 
Works for the eoming # year, while a provision of Ks. 1 , 67 , 47,000 has 
been made for General Education in Bengal — a lesser sum than that 
16 
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of Civil Works. Of all the departments of public interest, in my 
opinion Education stands foremost, yet a larger sum of money has not 
been budgeted for the same. It is no doubt a matter for great regret. 
It is education and education alone which will place Bengal, nay India, 
on an equal footing with all other countries of the world. So we should 
not be indifferent to give timely pressure upon the Government so that 
it muj provide the biggest sum of money for general education in 
future. 

One most peculiar aspect of the Educational Budget for the coming 
year is this, that in the new items of expenditure not a single head 
stands for the advancement of Scheduled Caste education in Bengal. 
It is admitted on all hands that the Scheduled Castes of Bengal are 
far more backward than t lie Muhammadans in all respects; \et not a 
single drop of money for these poor souls in tin* new items ot expendi- 
ture for their uplift! 

I cannot understand how cun a responsible Government he so 
indifferent to the interests ot a big eonimunih winch consists of so 
many Scheduled Castes and which in all equity deserves to he educa- 
tionally encouraged in all possible wa\s. I raise a note ot warning 
not to be so indifferent to the interests of the Scheduled Castes. 

it we now turn to tlie Agi icultural Budget tor the coining \ear, 
what do we find theiein? We find that the new items ot expenditure 
include a pro\ ision of Hs. 2,40.242 loi the improvement ot the Depart- 
ment ot Agriculture. But 1 doubt that most ot the budgeted Mini will 
be spent, as it is clearh shown from I lie Schedules ot Kxpendit lire, in 
meeting the cost of establishments of various aginultuial institutes, of 
payment of salaries of different officers, high and low, and so on, but 
not on real and practical improvement of the “man behind the plough" 
who is the backbone of the country. You all will agree with me on this 
point that if the present conditions of the peasants of the country are 
not improved and if no constructive programmes of works are submitted 
before the House foi theii general amelioration, I believe nothing is 
done for them. If I lie peasant r\ of Bengal i>. due to our utter 
indifference, ruined to-du\ . 1 can holdh *a\ “Bengal will be ruined 
to-morrow." 

Let us now discuss the Budget fm Public Health. In the coming 
year’s Budget an increase of Hs. 7,04,000 has been provided for Public 
Health over the revised one for 1040-40. As far as this department is 
concerned, the Hon’ble Minister has fried his best to do justice to it, 
nnd 1 am really glad to find that the Public Health Budget includes 
7$ lakhs of rupees for rural water-supply, o lakhs for free distribution 
of quinine, 2} lakhs for anti-iualaria schemes and U for kala-azar and 
other epidemic diseases and A lakh for maternity and child welfare 
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centre* and so on. Beside** these whai deserves our hearty commenda- 
tion is this, that in respect of water- work** improvement schemes one 
lakh for Dacca, Hs. **),000 for Muii'diigunj, Ks ‘Jti.000 for Pirojpur 
and Its. 18,000 tor Jhalukati have hcen provided for in the Budget for 
1940-41. However, this is uKo an inadequate provision for so big a 
department like Public Health. 1 have even faith and confidence that 
it will be better provided in neai future. 

As to industries which will go to increase the wealth of the country 
and then to improve the economic condition ol Bengal, I have got to 
sa\ that the Budget Estimate lot the same is quite amazing. We 
expiated that belter si hemes and plans would he presented bcloie us for 
wholesale reorganisation oi the department, hut now we find to our 
utter surprise that we are mistaken The industrial department 
requires to be better equipped with money. Time was when Bengal 
was noted for Dacca Muslin. If (ioveniment take special care of this 
department, 1 can guarantee that the lost glor\ of Bengal for industries 
will be revived. 

With these few words I resume m\ seat. 


Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Mr. Speaker, 1 must liegin 
by congratulating the Hon’blc the Finance Minister for the presenta- 
tion of tiie Budget. So tar as I am concerned. Sir, I am not 
disappointed because J think in this wai time we cannot expect a better 
Budget and a better presentation ol the Budget from the new Finance 
Minister. 1 do not like to take much ot the time of this House by 
dilating on the umoih jaunts referred to in the Budget speech of the 
Ilon’lble the Finance Minister, lmt, Sir, 1 want to draw the attention of 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Pu!blic Works with regard to a 
particular grievame of mine and l hope, Sir, that he will kindly take a 
note of the grievance which I am jda« mg heinre this House. This is, Sir, 
with regard to the improvement ot a part of the trunk road from Palma 
to Behar boundary r/d Bogra, Hangpur ami Birganj, route No. 14 of 
the schemes for road development in Bengal as prepared b\ the Special 
Officer. So far as the Hangpur district is concerned, this is u very 
important road as it connects the district headquarters with all the 
important /«#/» and humhir* of the southern part of the district. The 
Eastern Bengal Railway j>as*dng from (iaibandhii to Hangpur cannot 
at all serve the traffic of this area which is nearly one-fourth of the 
Hangpur district including the thnnas of Mithapukur-Pirganj, (iobinda- 
ganj, etc.; and the inconvenience of the public knows no brands. 
The most important road in this area is the Hangpur-Bogra road* which 
passes through the AfcJO of Gobindaganj, Palashhari, Dhaperhat, 
Pirganj, Sathibnp, Mitbajrukur. Jaigirhat, etc. 
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The Hon’ hie the Prime Minister happened to go to Sathibari, a 
distance of 10 miles from the town along this road, and he was much 
impressed by its very great importance from the point of view of jute 
traffic. The local people who assembled in thousands to see the Prime 
Minister prayed for the speedy improvement of this road and through 
me, the representative of the local people, he gave them an assurance 
that this would he done. Rangpur contributes not a small part of the 
ltoad Development Fund b\ wa\ of petrol tax It is unfortunate that 
the Hon 'hie the Chief Minister who made this promise onh on the 29th 
of January is not here. 1 do hope that the Hon 'hie the Minister in 
charge of the Public Works Department will take note of this assurance 
that the local people had from t he Chief Minister only on the 29th of 
January last. 

Then, with regard to the Public Works Department, 1 have another 
point to mention. I am sorr\ I do not find any mention ot the rest- 
houses for jurors in the Budget. The legal practitioner-*, some of w r hom 
are members of this House, know ver\ well that the housing problem ot 
the jurors is a ven important one which should not he lo>t -sight of 
in these da\s when corruption sometimes prevails everywhere. I do 
hope, Sir, the Rouble Minister in charge of the Public Works Depart- 
ment will make provision for the rest-house-* of the jurors «*n that they 
might not he contaminated by outside talk in criminal cases. 

Then, coming to primary education, I am sorn to say that it is 
reall\ disappointing as we do not find that the promises of the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister have been implemented in ain wa\ . For the last 
few* years we have been crying hoarse for primary education, even with 
education cess if nocessnn , but unfortunately up till now Government 
have not taken any action in this matter. The Chief Minister had 
asked on past occasions if the people were willing to pay education cess 
and said that if they were willing to pay education cess, Government 
would make primary education free and compulsory within a short 
space of time. Hut no steps have as \et been taken by the Government. 
And l take this opportunity of inviting the pointed attention of the 
Government in regard to this muttei. This is, l think, a matter on 
which every member of this House will agree with me, and we hope 
that very soon a cess will he imposed on all districts and primary 
education will he made compulsory. 

So far as the expenses of education are concerned, Rs. ->0,000 has 
been provided for dancing which is otherwise known as Bratachari. I 
am surprised to find that money has been provided for danejng which 
is nothing but a sort of amusement to certain students. I hope the 
Hon'ble the Finance Minister will kindly make a note of this. I am 
sure I voice the opinion of the majority of the members of this House 
when 1 say that this expenditure is unnecessary. 
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Then, Sir, I quite agree with the leader of the Opposition that 
unfortunately the expenditure on administration has uot decreased 
but h«« rather increased. May 1 refer the Cabinet, through you, Sir, 
to the resolution which had been passed on the 24t h August, 1989, 
regarding the compulsory retirement of all Government officers on the 
completion of 2i) years of service. But no step whatsoever has been 
taken as yet. So far the late Finance Minister presented a White Book 
just to show that this was not economical. But 1 do not agree with his 
opinion. The resolution should he given effect to as soon as possible. 

Then, Sir, with regard to rural reconstruction and development 
expenditure 1 find that some improvement has been made, but although 
I find that three lakhs of rupees has been given to District Officers for 
distribution, a further sum of R*. 2\ lakhs has been interspersed under 
various Budget heads at the disposal of the Director ot Uurul Recon- 
struction. I think this dual control over this matter by the District 
Officers and the Director ot Rural Reconstruction will hamper the 
work, and some sort of solution will be necessary to carry out the work. 

Now, coining to the Veterinary Department, it appears that recently 
Government have taken the control ot the Veterinary Assistants from 
tlie District Boards in their own hands. The result has been, as we all 
know very well, ihat the people arc not getting proper medical help 
from tlie veterinary assistants. Whenever there is an epidemic in 
mufassal, and the people approach the District Officers who instead of 
sending Vetei inary Assistants direct sometimes direct them to inform 
their pvfkars or their other subordinates, and in this way the people 
suffer greatly. The Dou ble Minister in charge of the Veterinary 
Department will kindly take a nole of tins so that the people might 
not be put to trouble in this way. 

Doming to the Agricultural Department I find that although it is a 
disappointing Budget. Rs. (>0,000 has been provided for the electrifica- 
tion of the Manipur Farm at Dacca, which is a sort of luxury and not 
a necessity. This may be postponed, and with the money thus saved 
relief mu\ In* given to a large number of people. 

Before I conclude I would like to draw the pointed attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works us well as of the Don 'hie 
Minister in charge of Education to the facts J have already stated and 
would request the Thief Minister to try to give effect to the promises 
which lie has given to a large number of people. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr Speaker, Sir, in dealing with the Budget 
for 1940-41, I must first mention with regret that the able services of 
our honourable friend Mr. N. R. Barker are no longer available To us 
in the Treasury Benches due to his resignation from the Cabinet. 
Next I am glad to stafe that the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Snhrawardv 
risen to the occasion as Bengal’s Finance Minister and presented us 



230 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[21st Fbb., 


with quite a reasonable Budget which harmonizes with prevailing 
-conditions. He has had too short a period to deal with so great a 
subject and, further, when the economic situation is most unsettled. 
We therefore heartily congratulate the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. 

The Budget presented to us b\ the Finance Minister is a deficit one 
— the Receipts being placed at 1-1 crores 97 lakhs while Expenditure is 
at 14 crores 54 lakhs, with the result that the sum of 57 lakhs has to 
be drawn from the opening balance of 1 crore 55 lakhs, and we are told 
that after a further adjustment of 20 lakhs this balance is reduced to 
72 lakhs only. 

The question nuturally arises whether the Finance Minister was 
justified in spending this extra 57 lakhs. On examining the total 
grants for the Police, General Administration and Justice we find that 
no advances were made on last, year’s estimated allotments, but on the 
contrary slight decreases were made and this at a time when it is so 
necessary to maintain law and order while a major war is being carried 
on in Europe by the Empire. Again we find that liberal advances 
have been made on Civil Works, Public Health, Agriculture, Irriga- 
tion, Debt Conciliation and Co-operative Credit. 1 therefore think 
that we have no just cause for complaint. The Hon'ble Minister very 
rightly remarks: “Our expenditure has now reached a point at which 
we are living a little beyond our means and pending a detailed surve\ 
of the possible new sources of revenue, there is no alternative but to 
mark time.’’ We might as well therefore examine the Receipts apd 
Expenditure accounts since Provincial Autonomy began. Our 
estimated rereipts fortunately show a gradual increase as the following 


figures disclose: — 


1937-38 

12 crores 55 lakhs. 

1 938-39 

... id Id „ 

19:19-40 

Id 7.S 

1940-41 

Id 97 

But our estimated expenditure has al>o gradually risen without bring- 
ing any relief to the middle classes on whom .luring this period various 
taxes have been imposed. Our expenditures in the corresponding years 
have been as follows: — 

1937-08 

12 crores 21 lakhs. 

1938-39 

Id 24 

1939-40 

... 14 05 „ 

1940-41 

... 14 ,, 54 ,, 

Without doubt we have to compliment the Htfn'ble Mr. Suhrawardy 
for being cautious aud not only marking time but also falling back a 
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few paces, for we see that his expenditure of 11 lakhs is less than that 
of last year. We are alarmed at the statement made by the Finance 
Minister that he is surveying new sources of revenue. We are told that 
due to the war the province is enjoying economic prosperity. We are 
also informed of the fuct that the duration of the war being uncertain, 
no fresh commitments could he made, especially when an inevitable 
slump follows such prosperity. I am sure, and 1 feel that most of the 
members in this House will agree, that if those who are directly 
benefiting from the effect > of the war were asked to contribute towards 
a new' tax, it would be fair and just, and further it would prevent 
profiteering by inflating prices. It is gratifying to find that the 
Government has done something to see that the jute-growers have had 
an adequate juice tor their produce. 1 dealt fully with this subject 
in in \ Budget speech of ltWN-M, and if the Finance Minister were to 
seriously consider my suggestions in spite of the fact that it comes from 
one who belongs to a Minority Group in this House, he would, to a 
great extent, be able to solve ihe problems that confront ns w r ith regard 
to the poverty and distiev* id the nnijats, employment of the educated 
middle classes and protection of the pioneers of the jute trade. In this 
connection 1 might , stress that relief to the rut nuts should he given by 
the warehousing sy>tem in all districts and then crops be taken over, 
payments being made to them by a cash deposit system being intro- 
duced and all orders being booked in advance by purchasers. The lack 
of holding power and suitable marketing facilities would thus be 
overcome. 

Finally. Sir, m reviewing the Budget. I find that the Finance 
Minister in marking time and tailing hack a few' juices by way of 
curtailing 11 lakhs has taken Ins toll from the Anglo-Indian and 
European Education (irant to the extent of Rr». (i.OOO as compared 
against last year’s total, lie has however gi\en St. Joseph’s Home, 
which provides for our destitute old, Ks. 1M,()0(J for which we are 
grateful, and I offer him our sincere thanks. (Hear! hear! from the 
Coalition Benches ) 

Mr. ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, about a quarter of a 
century ago Mr. Montague, who was then the Under Secretary of 
State for India, described 1 He then bureaucratic Government of India 
as “too wooden and too unimaginative” and j>ut forward a plea for 
reform by which the administration should j>l!ss into the hands of the 
people of the country. Since then we have had two instalments of 
Reforms and three years ago the administration of the provinces has 
passed into, the hands of popular Ministers. This Reform was hailed 
by many of us with high hopes and we thought that a new era had 
now begun when popular Ministers would initiate bold and progressive 
programmes of Reform which will mark great strides towards removing 
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the chronic poverty, sickness and illiteracy of the people and came 
out a new career of greatness and prosperity on a level with that of 
the forward nations of the wojdd. 

Three years of that popular Government have passed, but we are 
exactly where we were in 1937. The Budget presented by the Hon’ble 
Minister now is the same orthodox Budget of the bureaucratic Govern- 
ment, equally wooden, unimaginative and sterile. In three years the 
Ministry have not yet been gble to find a way out of the old rats. They 
have not conceived any great project for the ameliorWiion of the people's 
condition and but for a little cobbling here and a little tinkering there 
and a few petty sops given here and there, they are carrying on as the 
bureaucrats of old, just keeping the administration going. 

I do not grudge them the little praise they deserve for half-a-dozen 
or so petty advantages for a handful of Muslims — a small mercy though, 
and yet one that they could not get before. But, Sir, I cannot too 
strongly emphasise that the Moslems as a community will not get lasting 
or substantial benefit by being given jobs. Tin* great bulk of the 
Moslems like the great bulk of the Hindus are not interested in jobs. 
They are interested in great, schemes for the amelioration of their 
economic condition, in the spread of universal free primary education* 
in great sanitary projects for banishing sickness and such like things. 
On these matters their statenianship has nothing to show. There has 
been for the past three years much talk about spreading primary 
education, but little work. About sanitary projects the achievements 
of our Ministry are sampled by the Hooghly-llowrah flushing scheme 
which was much talked about but has been apparently shelved. 

On the side of economic development the Ministry perhaps meant 
well, but their endeavours so far as evidenced by their activities regard- 
ing money-lending have been eon fined to efforts to rob Peter to pay 
Paul. To poor Paul it is some benefit, but it must be remembered 
that even if all the rich Peters are robbed, it will not go very far to 
feed the hungry mouths of millions of Pauls. The greatest problem 
is, not to secure a redistribution but multiplication of the wealth of 
the people. The resources oi Bengal in material aw well as man power 
are more than ample to increase the wealth of Bengal many times 
over and as the late Sir Daniel Hamilton pointed out over and over 
again, it could be done by simply organizing the idle labour for wealth 
production. He also pointed out how the capital needed could be found 
by monetising the laboui. Suggestions like this huve been before our 
popular Government for three years, but nothing has been done yet. 

The present » the time when Bengal in common with the rest of 
India might easily make a great industrial effort with huge promises 
of success. It is by making full use of the Great War that some 
neutral countries like Japan established an etnAiomic predominance in 
the World which they have still retained. The Indian Government* 
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have not yet made efforts to utilise the favourable position which India 
still has to organise a great industrial offensive, and our Government 
here is content to be equally somnolent. In these days when all the 
world has adopted planned economy in greater or less extent, the 
Government of Bengal has not even had dreams of planning an 
industrial uplift of India. The Congress Governments of other pro» 
vinces at least thought about it and appointed an Inte^-Provincial 
Planning Committee. But our Ministry did not think tit even to join 
in that hopeful project. Let me not be misunderstood. 1 cannot 
praise the Congress Governments beyond giving them credit for a 
thought about it. For I cannot forget t hat so far as this side of the 
work is concerned they have just thrown off their job when the 
opportunity of a lifetime had come. They went off the saddle when 
it. was just the time to take the citadel by storm. Our Government, 
with the field open before them are just content, as their predecessors 
were, with their toy-laboratories and institution, with nothing in the 
shape of great industrial projects to disturb their somnolence. 

In agriculture, too, this Government is simply going the way of its 
predecessors in their pathetic faith in laboratories and institutes. 
These have their uses only if the work they do is passed on to the 
cultivator, and it cannot be passed on to the cultivator until there is 
a great reorganization in the economic life of villages on the lines of 
what Sir Daniel Hamilton achieved at Gosalm and what could he 
achieved m a fur ampler measure in a hundred thousand villages in 
Bengal if only the Government put its shoulder to t he wheel with great, 
good-will and got a shove on. 

Irrigation is the life of agriculture and a means of health and 
comfort to the rural people. Years ago, Sir William Wilcox made a 
trenchant criticism of the Irrigation policy of the Government of Bengal 
and showed that the problem in Bengal could only he effectively solved 
by a great and comprehensive project. Piecemeal projects, he pointed 
out, were ineffectual and dangerous. The Government of those days 
ignored his sugestions. But a committee under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Hopkyns went into the question and in ad dr suggestions which did 
not accept those of Sir W. Wilcox, but agreed with one thing that a 
comprehensive project had to be made though the working out of the 
project might be spread over several years. The Government of the 
day true to its genius promptly acted upon that portion of Hopkyns’ 
report asked for an establishment but held up their hands so far as 
comprehensive programme was concerned. For the lest three years we 
bad a popular Ministry' including the Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, who, 
if I ani not mistaken, used in those days to take a lot of intemrt ire 
Sir William Wilcox’s proposals. And yet we are just where we were, 
limping on with cruUffies and never thinking of having a run for all 
tre are worth'. Representing Western Bengal as I do, I regret most 
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Government’s inactivity in this matter. The whole of the Burdwan 
Division has been devastated because the Government of the past starved 
the countryside of its water resources in the interest of navigation in 
the port of Calcutta and by the embankments of the Damodar. No 
reparation has been made to the division for these evils of the past, 
and now, when a popular Government is in power, its Budgets year 
after year show no signs yet of thinking of grappling with the problem 
of comprehensive plan for dealing with water resources of Western 
Bengal. 

All the promise 1 that we have of anything in the line is a contour 
survey of Northern Bengal. At this rate in the course of halt a 
century the Burdwan Division will have a chance of a look in. I 
need hardly say that, we in Western Bengal are not pleased with this 
continued neglect of irrigation and sanitation in Western Bengal. We 
cannot help feeling that vs hen the present Government can think ot 
doing any the least good, they always think in terms of Eastern Bengal 
and Northern Bengal. There was a scheme — the Hooghlv- Howrah 
Flushing Scheme — which bore some hope of good. But it is now 
rotting in the upper shelves of the Secretariat. Sir, T have been a 
firm supporter of the Government because 1 in common with all people 
of any side of the country had great hopes ot the present Ministry. Let 
me hope that it may vet be given to me to continue in the faith and 
in the loyalty. I do feel, however, that the want of achievement by 
the Ministry, their utter failure to plan any improvement of the rural 
population for all these years, their exclusive preoccupation with 
Eastern and Northern Bengal to the utter neglect of Western Bengal, 
is putting a heavy strain on the lovaltv of the Government's supporters 
in Western Bengal. 1 request the Government not to carry the strain 
any further. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this General 
Discussion of the Budget, 1 would not like to enter into the detailed 
estimates presented to this House bv the Ilon’ble Finance Minister 
I desire only to emphasise at this stage certain points in the Budget 
for I feel that as a provincial account of finances, the Budget now 
before us for consideration does not give a full picture of Bengal's 
economic needs, and does not provide for them. It is incomplete in 
many details and unsatisfactory in many respects. What we get is 
only a rough sketch of the various items of expenditure that the Gov- 
ernment have undertaken* or are going to undertake in the impending 
year ami ot the various sources of revenue at their disposal. They do 
not interest us so much as the account of what the Government have 
done w or propose to do for the furtherance of the economic welfare of 
the masses should. I am sorry to observe that in this respect the 
people of iiengal should be very much disappointed. In the Budget 
we get no well-conceived programme of work for the amelioration of 
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the conditions of the people nor are we given any indications about 
any such programme to be taken in hand in future. What the Finance 
Minister has done is only a haphazard distribution of funds among a 
number of items. Aibout the justification of many of the grants, there 
mav be reasonable doubts, and 1 am sure that there is even no seeming 
principle behind such allocation of public funds. 

In former Budgets presented to this House we had the pleasure of 
hearing at least the echo of a constructive programme, although in 
actual performance we have not got anything to la* proud of ; but in 
the present Budget we hear only a sad bewailing over a deficit Budget. 
Yes, the Finance Minister has had to present a deficit Budget and 1 
have every sympathy with him But what we must deprecate is the 
manner in whirh he has allocated the funds. A good few lakhs might 
easily be saved, if grants to certain institutions of little utility were 
withheld. Indeed. I should say that while deserving institutions have 
been deprived of assistance, funds have been provided for unnecessary 
ends in other directions For my community which I have the honour 
to represent no suitable programme ot uplift has been planned and 
no adequate funds provided for the purpose Even tin* recurring grant, 
ot Hs. f) lakhs which was decided upon last veur has not been budgeted 
for And tor the Yiswavaiati which enjoy* a worldwide recognition 
no funds have been provided, although the Government promised to do 
so. 1 need not multiply urn more instances, for I think tin* House 
will have more opportunities to express strong disapproval about many 
grants that have been made in the Budget. 

Over and above, the Finance Minister has assured us that he will 
be coming with proposals for taxation before tin* end of the vear. One 
may u*k : Win should tin* people of Bengal be taxed? I* it for any 
developmental programme? K il tor anv vvoik ot sorial uplift that 
must be ( arned out even at tin* tost of the people? I along vvilh many 
others in this House should be in genuine doubts whether taxes imposed 
for covering the deficit will be very much relished by tin* people of 
Bengal. Thev have been little benefited by the economic policy of 
tbe Government and as such they must not be railed upon to bcur the 
burden ot unjustifiable taxation. 


Adjournment 


It being 8-3 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 445 p.m. on Thursday, the 22nd 
February, .1940. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Ac t, 1935* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 22nd February, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’lble Khan Bahadur M. Azizri, IIaque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 10 Ilon’ble Ministers and 225 members. 


Oath. 

The following member t<M>k the oath of allegiance to the Crown: — 
Mr. ,1. It. Walker. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Typists and copyists in offices under District and Subdivisions! Officers. 

*45. Mr. MUHAMMAD ABUL FAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the last 3 years the number of typists 
and copyists in all the District and Subdivisionul Offices of Bengal — 

0) with their average monthly income; and 
(tt) with average fee for briefs? 

(h) Will the lion 'hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) why in spite of the minimum earnings of the senior typo- 
copyists of several offices, including Madnripur Subdivisional 
office, as contemplated under rule 666 of Chapter 5 of High 
Court Civil Rules and Orders, Volume I, Part IV, additional 
r copyists are being maintained in these offices; and 
(tt) whether the previous approval of the High Court aa required 
by G. L. No. 8 of 1921 had been obtained for the additional 
copyists where appointed? 



QUESTIONS, 


m 


19401] 


(e) If the answer to (6) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the numbers and dates of the letters eon* 
▼eying such approval ? 

(d) Whether there was any sudden increase of work justifying such 
appointments of additional hands? 

(e) If not, what are the reasons for the appointments of additional 
copyists by several Collectors ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): in) A statement is laid on 
the Library table. 

(b) (i) Rule 066 of Chapter f> of High Court Civil Rules and Orders, 
Volume I, Part IV, is not applicable to typists and copyists in District 
and Subdivisional Offices. 

No additional typists or copyists whose employment is not justified 
by rule 326 of the Bengal Records Manual ami rule 2, Chapter X, page 
226 of High Court’s Rules and Circular Orders (Criminal), Volume I, 
have been newly appointed. 

(b) (ii) and (c) l>o not arise in view of the answer to (b) (i). 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 


Admission of students in the Presidency College, Calcutta. 

♦46, Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08H: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that during the period of 1086-1038 the authorities of the Pre- 
sidency College did not give admission to the students to the 
extent sanctioned by Government; 

(it) that during the said period the total number of students 
admitted was 160 less than the sanctioned number; and 

(iit) that the college has sustained a loss of Rs. 18.000 bv way of 
college fees on this account ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(6) Student* must possess a certain minimum intellectual equip- 
ment if a proper standard of teaching is to be maintained and students 
falling below the minimum standard cannot be admitted. However, it 
is expected that, with the new scholarship rules working, every avail- 
able seat will be filled 
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8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the passing of the Matriculation Examination is 
not considered to be the minimum intellectual equipment for students 
for getting admission into the I. A. and I. Sc. Classes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The boy who passes in 
the Third Division is not supposed to have the same intellectual equip- 
ment as one who passes in the First. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I asked if the passing 
of the Matriculation Examination is not the minimum intellectual 
equipment ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
vhat students passing in the Third Division are taken in while a student 
passing in the First Division is refused admission? 

Ttw Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is quite posable. 

Inoome from the estate of Babu Ram Nath Dutt Chaudhuri of Amrajuri, 

Barisal. 

•47. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Detriment be pleased to state — 

(a) the annual income of the proj>erty of Babu Rainuath Dutt 

Chaudhuri, a zemindar of Amrajuri, jM>lice-station Kaukhali, 

Bakarganj, which is — 

{/) under the management of the Court of Wards of Bakar- 
ganj, and 

(li) under his own management; and 

( b ) the net annual income of the properties within the Kaukhali 

police-station in the district of Bakarganj — 

(i) under the Court of Wards, and 

(ii) under the management of the proprietor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) ( i ) Rs. 20,000. 

(ji) Its. 8,000 to Rs. 10,000 according to the statement of the 
proprietor. 

(h) (») About Rs. 5,000. 

(ii) Rs. 500 or Rs. 000 according to the statement of the proprietor. 
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Si. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’bie Minister 

be pleaded to let us know the reason why only a small portion of the 
property of Babu Ram with Rutt Chaudhuri has been taken under the 
management of the Court of Wards ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Selection of High Madrassahs as Training Centres. 

*48. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (, # ) Will the llon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state 
whether any High Madrassah lias been selected as tin* <entre of giving 
training in the districts of Dacca, Mymensingh and Tippera? 

(M If the answer to (a) is in t he negative, will the Hon’bie Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No High Madrassah has 

been selected. 

(b) As a general rule, the standards of staffing and echieution in 
High Madrassahs are not as high as the standards in the l>est High 
Schools, and therefore no madrassah was selected. But I will look 
into the matter again and see whether one or more madrassahs cannot 
be selected. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the II on’ hie Minister he 
pleased to state what is the reason of this disparity between the 
standards of ITigh Mndtavoihs and High Schools? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That k too large a question and so it does not 
arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’bie Minister he 

pleased to state m what respects so far os staffing and education are 
concerned, the standards are not as high as those in the High Schools? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is well known. It 
is a question uhi<h is ver\ difficult to answer. Take the staff of any 
Madrassah and that of a High School and you will find the disparity. 

Realisation of tuition fees in Presidency College. 

•49. Babu KMACfNDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that the 
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•tudente of the second year Arts and Science classes of the Presidency 
College have been called upon by a notice, dated the 5th October, 1939, 
tjO pay their tuition fees from November, 1939, to May, 1940, both the 
jnonths inclusive, respectively, on the 5th December and the 6th and 
December, 1939? 

(fi) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons which have led the authorities 
concerp/ed to realise before the lest Examination, tuition fees for seven 
months all at once from the intending candidates for the I. A. and I. Sc. 
^examination in contravention of the practice hitherto prevalent? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the matter? 


Tfti Hoft’bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) It has been the usual practice to make students of the second and 
(fourth yepr classes clear up all dues to the end of the session before the 
'Test Examination. After the students have been permitted to appear at 
fhe University examinations the college has no further hold on them. 

This yfcar the last date of submitting the Intermediate University 
fees has been fixed on the 3rd January. f, 'he college test has therefore 
jbeen held on the 8th December and the three following working days. 

(c) No action is proposed to be taken. 


extension of fenrioo granted to offleors in 8oorotariat Departments. 

•50. Mmriyi MOHAMMED MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 

state — 

(?) how many extensions of service have bean granted to officers 
after 55 years of age in various departments and heads of 
departments in Writers’ Buildings during 5 years ending 
with 31st October, 1939; and 

(it) the names of such officers separately, office by office? 

(6) Do the Government intend to give further extension to those 
«who are on extension of service at present ? 

MINISTER in ohargt of tt» FINANCE, COMMERCE and LABOUR 
OCRARTMCNTt (ths Hon 1 Wo Mr. H. I. Suhrawardy): (a)(i) 11. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 

(&) No; the question does not arise as none of the officers men- 
Monad i* A# statement is now an extension. 
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St a te m en t referred to in the reply to part («)(« ) of starred question No . SO, 

Officers granted extension of service during five Department, 

years ending the 31st October, 11)30. 

(1) Mr. A. L. P. White, late Officiating Superin- Communications and 

tending Engineer, Presidency Circle. Works (Communica- 

tions and Buildings). 

(2) Rai J. N. Sarkar Bahadur, late Assistant Revenue. 

Secretary, Revenue Department. 

(3) Rai Hridaynath Dutta Bahadur, late Deputy Home (Police). 

Superintendent of Police, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Bengal. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Mr. Md. Moula Baksh, late' 

Assistant Director of Public instruction 
for Muhammadan Education, Bengal. 

(o) Khan Bahadur MauJvi Tasadduq Ahmed, > Education, 
late Assistant Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Bengal. 

(G) Khan Bahadur Fazlul Quadir, late Inspector 
of Registration OffieeN, Bengal. 

(7) Rai Sahib M P. Ghosh, late Assistant Direr-' 

tor ot Civil Veterinary Department, 

Western Range. Agriculture and Veteri- 

► nary. 

(8) Rai Sahib Chunilal Mustali, late Officiating | 

Dcputv Director of Agriculture, Western I 
Circle J 

(9) Dr. R. B Khambata, late Director of Public' 

Health, Bengal. 

(10) Dr. R. C. Ray, late Assistant Director of V Public Health and Local 

Public Health, Bengal Self-Government. 

(11) Dr. Haripada Sarkar, lat«* Assistant 

Malarioiogi*<t. 


Consideration of cases of jute-growers affected by drought in matter 
of «lute Registration. 

*51. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) h the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of fhe Agrieulttue Department aware — 8 

d) that there wa%drought in most parts of Bengal in jute-sowing 
season in the current calendar year, 1939; 
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(n) that for the drought a number of cultivators could not grow 
jute at all this year; and 

(ni) that a large number of cultivators had sown jute out of season 
and in a small portion of their jute-producing lands ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of not declaring the current year as a normal year tor 
production of jute in Bengal? 

(<■) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether those plots 
only in which jute was sown in the current year will be included i?: 
the registration of jute areas? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (n)(i) The 

rainfall was considerably below normal at t he beginning of the sowing 
season. 

(ii) and (ni) I am aware that there were ureas principally in North 
and parts of East Bengal where such cases occurred. 

(b) No question of declaring the current year as a normal \ ear foi 
production of jute arises. 

(r) As a geneial rule, “Yes”. But in the areas to which I ha\e 
referred in (<i) (//) and < ///) above, special instructions have l>een given 
to the recording staff to record the area sown with jute in the previous 
year. 

Teachers of Darjeeling Anjuman Islamia Junior Madrassah. 

•52. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HASAN UZZAM AN : (a) Will the 

Ifou'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(/) the names, 

(ii) qualifications, 

(in) pays, and 
(ir) home addresses, 

ot the present teacheis of the Darjeeling Anjuman Islamia Junior 
Madrassah ? 

{b) (0 Is it a fact that the Head Master is the Secretary of the 
madrassah; and ( ii) if so, whether permission has been given for this 
dual function? 

(t) What is the monthly income of the madrassah from — 

{i) Government grant-in-aid ; and 
(ii) other sources? 
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W) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names and addresses of the members of the Manama* 
Committee; and 

(it) how many of them are Biharees and Ben,*aleee! > 


Tl» Hon’W. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <«) A statement is laid 
the table. 

(h) Yen. 

(r) (i) Ks. J 50 per month. 

( 11 ) Its. 125 tinrhidin* a municipal prunt of ]{„. 90 jier month). 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement refemd to in the reply to clauses (a) (i) to (iv) of starred question 
No. 52, shmmng particulars of present teachers of Darjeeling Anjuman 
JsUimia Junior Madrassah. 


<«) (1). 

(«) (ti). 

Name of teacher. 

Qualifications, 

(1) Mv. Syed Ahrued 

Hoaain, Head 

Matter. 

(2) M. Jamal Ahmad, 
2nd Master. 

Read up to I. A. 
and pawned tea- 
chendiip exa- 
nunation. Well 
vented in Per- 
sian and Urdu 
and know*)* 

Arabic. 

Read up to T.A. 

(3) M. Md. Taber, 3rd 
Master. 

i Non -Metric 

(4) M. Md. Fawech, 

Head MauJvi. 

Fazii Deoband 

(5) Hafiz Saghir 

Ahmed, 2nd Maul- 
vi. 

Hafiz and knows 
Arabic, Urdu 
and Persian. 

(6) M. Farlur Rahman, 
3rd Mouivi. 

Alim, FaziJ, and 
Munshi, Alla- 
habad. 

• 


(«) (m) 

Pay 

(per 

month). 

<") («•). 

Homo addroMH. 

Remark*. 

Jt«. 

08 

Village Moham- 

Domicilod in 


madpur, jxw*t. 

Darjeeling. 

38 

office Aniwiui, 
district Sonin. 

Village Natun- 

30 

para, jxwtt- 

offlce Angua, 
district Hoogb- 

Village and post- 


42 

office Hasan- 
pure, diatnet 
Saran. 

Po«t-ofli<tc Rat- 


37 

war, diHtrict 

Balia, U. P. 
Villdfce Oofml- 

Domiciled in 


pur, i>o«t -office 

Darjeeling. 

no 

Baluidurgan j , 
district Pur- 
nea. 

Village Mustafa- 


bad, post-office 
Mobanakpur, 
district Azaxn- 
garh, U. P. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to danse (d) (i) of starred question No. 52, show- 
ing names and addresses of the members of the Managing Committee of the 
Darjeeling Anjuman Islamia Junior Madr ass ah. 


Name of member. 

1. Mr. B. (’. Sen Gupta, m.a., b.l. 

2. Khan Bahadur Dr. Abdul Aziz 

3. Syed Ahmed Husain 

4. M. Hazi Farzand Ahmed, m.a., 

B.T, 

5. Khaza Goiam Rasul 
0. M. Md. Ishaq ue Khan 

7. M. Abdul Aziz Shah 

8. Hafiz Qudratullah 

9. Hakim Md. Enayetullah 

10. Haliz Saghir Ahmed 


Address. 

Remarks. 

Sub- Judge and 

Official President. 

Deputy Magis- 


trate, Darjee- 


ling. 


Darjeeling 

Vice-President. 

Do. 

Head Master and 


the Secretary. 

Do. 

Member. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

2nd Maulvi 


(member). 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) (u ) of starred question No. 52. 

Nos. (i, 7 and 9 are Bengalees; 3, 4 and 10 are Biharees but domiciled 
in Darjeeling ; and the rest are non -Bengalees but settled in Darjeeling. 


Assistant Head Masters of Government Institutions in Dacca Division. 

*53. Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will (lie llou’hle Mini. it ei in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state — 

pi) the names of all,. Assistant Head Masters at present serving in 
Government institutions in the Dacca Division; 

{b) the dates of their npi>oiniments as Assistant Head Masters; 
•(c) the places of their postings; and 

(d) if promotion of any of them to the post of Head Master has 
been held in abeyance, the reasons s*or doing so with their 
names and places of postings? 
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Thi Hon'We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) to (c) A statement 

furnishing’ the information is laid on the table. 

(df) Yes. I am not prepared to disclose the reasons, in the public 
interest. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause* {a) to (r) of Marred question So. 63* 
shotring the names of all Assistant Head Masters at present serving in 
Government Institutions in Dacca Division trith the dates of their appoint * 
rnenis as Assistant Head Masters and the. places of their postings. 


Names of all the Assistant Head Dates of their 


Masters at present serving in 
Government Institutions in 
Dacca Division. 

appointments 
as Assistant 
Head Masters. 

Places of their postings. 

(1) Mr. lndrajit Das 

13-4-1939 .. 

Mymensingh Zilla School. 

(2) Babu Surendra Nath Chat- 
terjee. 

23-1-1928 .. 

Barisal Zilla School. 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Majid 

28-1-1935 .. 

Dacca Collegiate School. 

( 4 ) Maulvi Osman Ghani 

26-3*1935 .. 

Dacca Government Moslem 
High School. 

(5) Maulvi Md. Fazlul Kabir . . 

3-3 1937 .. 

Pcrojpur Government 

High School. 

(6) Babu Tom ash Ran j an Roy 

12-5-1937 .. 

Armcnitola Government 
High School. 

(7) Maulvi Shakur Mahmud 

6-1-1939 

Faridpur Zilla School. 

(8) Babu Prasanta Kumar Sen 

12-8-1939 .. 

Jhalakati Government 

High School. 

(9) Maulvi Sadaruddin Shaikh 

17-10-1939 .. 

Jamalpur Government 

High School, 

( 10 ) Mr. Bejov Kumar Datta . . 

(Appointed 
recently ; 
joining 
date not yet 
reported.) 

Bhola Government High 
School. 


Mr, 4. N. GUPTA: Will the lion’ ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that the policy of the Government is to inform the person 
whose promotion has Wen held in abeyance ? • 


Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid, Mr. Gupta, your question does not 
arise because he has not said that the promotion lias been withheld. 
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Mr. «l. N. GUPTA. The Hon’ble Minister has said in his answer- — 
“Yes. 1 am not prepared to disclose the reasons in the public 
interests". 


Mf. SPEAKER: I am sorry. You may put your supplementary 
question. 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if he is aware that it is the established principle of the Government to 
inform the person whose promotion has been held in abeyance? 


The HotTble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think, Sir, 
that Government enters into any correspondence with officers who mav 
have been adversely affected b\ an\ order. 

Persons placed under arrest in connection with Government measures 
to control profiteering. 

•54. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister iu charge of the Commerce and Labour Department he pleased 
td lay on the table a statement showing — 

(*) I he names of the persons who were visited by the Calcutta 
Police on the f>th and (>th Septemlier last with a view to 
check profiteering, and the hours of the da> or night when 
each of them was so visited; 

(tf) the names of the persons placed under arrest or required to 
go to Police Headquarters in Calcutta during those dates 
in connection with Government’s measures to control pro- 
fiteering; and 

(tn) the charges on which each of such persons was so dealt 
with ? 


(b) What was the authority under which the police acted as above? 

(c) Whether the persons placed under arrest were proceeded against 
in any court of law? 

( d ) If so, with what results? 

(e) Whether the Calcutta Police acted iu this connection under 
orders of the Provincial Government or otherwise? 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: ,) and A atato- 

meat is placed on the Library table. 
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(m) Section 129(7) (a) read with section 34 (6)(g), ( h ) and (p) 
of the Defence of India Rules, except the cases dealt with by the Bow- 
bazar and the Taltala and Park Street Thaims which were dealt with 
under section 54 ot the Criminal Procedure Code. 

(b) Under the order* of the Commissions of Police, Calcutta 

( c ) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

( e ) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I crave your pardon as I mav 
have to put a large number ot supplementary ((motions this is a very 
important matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I as k um not to stand in the way of others v 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: it I stand m the way ot others 
you shall certainly .stop me. Sir. 

With reference to the statement, will the lion’hle Ministet he 
pleased to state the reason that led the police to feel that such person* 
as Mr Kedeinath Khandelwal. Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Uupta, 
Dr. Sivapoda Rhattac diary ya. Captain Narendra Nath Dntta, 
Mr. Jagadindia Nath Jailim. Manager of the Rental Chemical, were 
persons con travelling section 129( /)(//! which reads as follows- 

“That any Otiic-ei may arrest a person having acted or acting or 
being about to act with intent 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can leave it out. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: I l,, m > K <.t th<- rule* 
with me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: to assist any slate at war with 

His Majesty or in a manner prejudicial to public safetv or the official 
prosecution of war:” read with section 34 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of argument. I cannot allow 
that. * 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8AMYALS My ciuestion is what led the pol uw 
to believe that these eminent persons I have named including Dr. Nalini 
Banjan Sen Gupta, Cmjtain Narendra Nath Dutta, Mr Jagudindra 
Nath Lahiri, Kedernatn Khandelwal were about to act in a manner 
prejudicial to the prosecution of the war!" 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Prejudicial to coming within the mischief of the 
sections and rules which he has quoted read with section 34 (6)(fl). 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, that also does not provide 
this at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask as to whether that entitles anybody 
to deal with any individual. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Section 34(0M f /i sa\- 'Mo' cause 
fear or alarm to public or an\ section of the public 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on a point of order. 
Is if a (pies (ion or argument!' I have referred the honourable member 
to certain publications of the Government of India. I do not think. 
Sir, it is necessary that those publications should be read out in full. 
It is not necessary also for the purposes of the question. If the 
honourable member wishes to know’ what were the reasons which led 
the police to take action under this section, I am prepared to give an 
answer. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I hat is exactly what I have asked 
for. I am quoting it only to refresh your memory. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The reasons were based 
on information in the possession of the police. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why after the arrest of these persons as stated in 
column (//) of the statement, persons of the jKisition of Kedarnath 
Khnndelwal- — 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 .cave out persons. 1 do not know them at all. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: l)i. Xalini Kunjan Sen Gupta. 
Dr. Sivapada Bhattaclmnya, Captain Xarendra Nath Dutta, 
Mr, Jagudindra Nath Kahili. and Prohod h Chandra Kumar 

Mr. SPEAKER: W us not create a caste system here. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When they were arrested, why did 
not the police proceed against them in Court? 

i 

TN Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Because the police did 

not think it necessary to pursue the matter further. The object had 
been attained by arresting them, and the honourable member knows 
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And tli* members of the public know, and all persons interested in the 
welfare of society know, that the result of these arrests was that prices 
fell down immediately. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state how he can come to the conclusion that it was ns a 
result of the arrest of these persons that prices were controlled? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is it unit let of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: He has given his opinion. What 
aie the grounds for giving this repl\ ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The giounds are cause 
and effect. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why no European member of t lie commercial community 
in Calcutta was arrested? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the statement we do not find 
the name of an\ single European member. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There cannot be an\ < ross-examinal ion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that Mime of these 
gentlemen vere arrested because th*\ happened to be Directors of 
Companies whi< h >\ere (oiisidered to be capable of raising prices? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : There was no question 
of raising prices subsequently. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Hut the arrest took place just the 
day following the war wa«i declared. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY? No, my friend is wrong. 
Most of the arrests took place on the 6th while the war was declared 
on the 3rd and the prices rose immediately. 

* 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state specifically why I)r. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta waa 
arrested? What business connection he has and how can he influence 
the rise in price!? 
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The HOfi’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: If the honourable 

member wishes to ask me about particular instances, the honourable 
member must give me notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have given notice, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER*. Y on cannot give notice about all persons and 
ask about individuals. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 have demanded the state- 
ment of names and 1 find eminent persons, respectable citizens of the 
society and some of them as we all know have no connection with 
business at all. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Well, you might know them, but the Hon Mile 
Minister might not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any names have been left out in the printed 
statement!" I do not find the name of Sir Radiidas Hoenka and the 
name of Sir Hun Snnkar Paul in particular 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise I cannot take 
notice of omissions. It must arise out oi the answei as it is 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to have the actual 
position clarified Under the rules 1 can ask question* on ,t statement 
of fact 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Show me the rules 

Dr. NALIN AK8HA 8ANYAL: Supplementary questions can he 
asked to elucidate a point on which a reply is given. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: H ere reply has not been given as to whether 
Sir Unri Snnkar Paul was arrested or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, I find the names of persons 
who were arrested are given, but I do not find these two names there 
although they were arrested. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l cannot suppose they were arrested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is wV 1 ask the quasi ion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot ask that. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Then 1 ask if this lint is complete. 


Mr. SPEAKER: An\w«i\ tluit is my deciMon. If there is any 
omission in the list, you ran not ask it in a supplementary question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether apart from these people two other gentlemen 
mentioned were visited!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V on (uimot mention names I ran allow as a 
special case the question as to whether others were arrested. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; The question is regard mg the 
persons who were visited. There are two groups of persons. One 
group was \isited and the other group wio arrested. In (lie group 
which was visited 1 max mention these two names ol lespectahle 
citizens. 

Mr. 8PEAKER I Au\ memhei can put a supplemental y question 
for the purpose of further elucidation on a matter of fact regarding 
which- — 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. I am asking a question of 
fact. The (|uestiou of fact here is the number of persons and the 
names of peisons 1 have got certain names arid I want to get further 
elucidation on this question of fact whether there were other persons, 
and if so. what are their names!*' 

Mr, 8PEAKER: How do you know that there are other persons':' 
Then you possess the information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: it appears that there were other 
persons also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot mention an> names. If you had 
asked questions as to whelhei other persons were arrested, 1 would 
have allowed that. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. Will the HoiThle 
Minister he pleased to state whether there were other persons who were 
also visited 'by the police or placed under arrest on the 5th or htU of 
September, 1839? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not so far as 1 am 
aware and not according to the information supplied to me 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tbe Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to enquire if this is correct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, if the honourable 

member so desires. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state if one of such arrested persons 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That <|uestinn does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if these arrested persons demanded in the court where 
they were required to go that they should be proceeded with in court? 
My question was whether they were proceeded with in court and the 
Hon’ble Minister said. No. They were placed before the Magistrate 
and then the police did not want to proceed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : He has already said that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if these gentlemen or some of them were required to 

he present in a Magistrate’s court on any date aftei their arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 should like to have 

notice of this question. The honourable member must not expect me 
to know all about tbe proceedings that were taken in the Magistrate’s 
court against indi\idual persons — whether they were presented before 
a Magistrate, before they were discharged and bow many were pro- 
ceeded against, and all that occurred during the proceedings. 

Dr. NALIN AK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (e), 
\iz., whet he? the ( alcutto Police acted in this connection under the 
orders of the Provincial Government the responsibility is of tbe Provin- 
cial Government for their arrests, and naturally arising out of that 
answer I am entitled to ask the question as to what happened after 
their arrest. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But not to cross-examine. 

<Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what happened after their arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The prices came down, 
(laughter.) 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1> the Hon'bfe Minister aware 
that prices came down for reasons entirely unconnected with the 
arrest? 

TN Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : If the honourable 
member wishes to know m\ personal opinion, I do not think it is so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is under the (Viminal Procedure (ode incumbent 
that persons under arrest must he produced before a Magistrates 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister 1* 
pleased to state that if the persons arrested were not proceeded against, 
was it because the police had no evidence against them!'' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion doe* not arise You can ask him 
why the jwilice did not proceed 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 want to have that question 
also answered, viz., whether the reason was that the police could not 
produce any evidence. 1 want to know, “Yes” or “No”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut you cannot supply the reason. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Ma> I submit, Sir, that this is 
a very vital question as to w'hv these persons weie not pioceeded 
against and also the (juestion whether the reason was that the jMilice 
did not have any evidence against them. I submit, Sir, that this is a 
legitimate question, and the Hon'ble Minister must be called upon to 
answer Ihese questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first pal t of Ins question is all right. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : As regards the general question, 
we want to know what were the leasons? Ij anv particular reason is 
put to the Hon'ble Minister tor hi> icply, 1 submit, Sir, that this is 
absolutely relevant because it is specifying a parfimlar mi-on winch 
actuated the Government 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be relevant but it cannot be put by way of 
a supplementary question. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If an honourable member puts 
a question to the HoiHble Minister whether this is the reason or one 
of the reasons wdiich actuated Government, I submit t hat this is a 
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legitimate question in this connection. Otherwise there is no other 
way of finding out why the police after arresting the persons did not 
proceed against them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may ask for that information but you cannot 
supply information. 

Mr. 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: Very well, Sir, was that one of 
the reasons? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, bemuse the object 
for which the police arrested these gentlemen was attained by their 
arrest and there was no need to proceed with their prosecution. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the object was then something other than that 
mentioned in answer (a) (if/) because he says that the object w’as 
attained ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ii is a mattei of opinion whether something else 
was attained, lie has already given the reason. He has said the 
object W’as this. 

Mr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was that object? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That prices should 
come down to a reasonable level and that these persons should not 
profiteer. 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker asked the Secretary to call out the next 
question. ) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: One more question, Sir. This is 
a very important question affecting the civil liberties of the people. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 think >ou will ha\e ample opportunities to 

bring in civil liberties during the budget discussion. (Laughter.) 

Inspector of Irrigation Societies in Birbhum and Bankura. 

*55. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdl: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

*(t) tin* number of irrigation societies in — 

(1) Birbhum, and 

(2) Bankura; and 
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(tt) the present number of the Inspectors of Irrigation Societies 
in each of those two districts? 


MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukumta 
Behary Mullick): <</)(/) (1) 495 and (2) 353. 

(ii) There is no separate staff of Inspectors of Irrigation Societies. 


Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: if there be no separate 

staff for inspection of Irrigation Societies, will the Hon’ble Minister 
please Jet us know who do the inspection work? 


The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Inspectors 

on genet a I duU look after the Irrigation Societies as well. 


Establishment of more Agricultural Schools in Bengal. 

*56. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: [a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Dejmrtnient l>e 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government, to 
establish more schools ot the type of Dacca Agricultural School in 
other Divisions? 

(6) Will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(/) the present number of students of the Basanta K uniat Agricul- 
tural Institute; 

(it) the courses of training imparted to the students by the institute; 

(m) the schemes that the school authorities intend to open for the 
solution of the agricultural problem; and 

(tr) the courses of training that have been followed up to the pre- 
sent time? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of using the 
Basanta Kumar Agricultural Institution at Hajshahi for the schemes 
the Government contemplate for the solution of the problem of agricul- 
tural education ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 1 have already 
a scheme of establishment of a similar udiool at f'h insura by provin- 
cialisation ol the existing Bhutnath Pal Agricultural School. I hope 
to give effect to it early in 1940. 

(b) Ihe Basanta Ki*nar Agricultural Institute is under the admin- 
iatretive control of the Education Department who may be referred to. 
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( c ) The question is not understood. The Basunta Kumar Agricul- 
tural Institute is already contributing its 3hare towards the solution of 
the problem of agricultural education in the Province. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Flon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government is 
considering the desirability of including in the list similar schools 
as the Duulatpur Agricultural Institute? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for denying similar approval or facilities 
to an institution for which Government spent three lakhs of rupees? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The latter part of tilt* question d<*^ not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir I want to know the reasons 
for not including that institution for which three lakhs o! public 
money have been spent? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That ns supplvi ng information. 

The Hon’tole Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: That means spending 
a large sum of money from the Provincial Exchequer. That is the 
main reason. 


Strikes during 1938 in Bengal. 

*57. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (,/) With reference 
to the reply to unstaried question No. 24 b of the loth June, IMfJ, will 
tho Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state why out of lbS strikes occurring during the calendar 
year IMS the Government was asked to intervene in three cases only? 

(b) What are the reasons for the very low number of these cases? 

(r) Does the Hon'ble Minister propose increasing the number of 
such cases in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H.cB. 8UHRAWARDY: u) and i b) J [lie honour- 
able member is presumably referring to intervention under section 2 
of the Trades Disputes Act. It was not found necessary to intervene in 
more cases than three. Apart from such oases ot intervention, Govern- 
ment intervenes in almost every strike which is based on reasonable 
grievances and through such intervention many strikes have been satis* 
factorily settled. There are some cases, however, where Government 
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has not intervened, uor has Government's intervention been called for 
as such strikes were not genuine strikes; there were no reasonable 
grievances, no demands were ever formulated before the strikes o\ even 
after the strikes, which could be seriously considered, and these strikes 
were often carried on in pursuance of a policy of agitation and unrest. 

(c) The cases of Mich numbers will increase if Government's media- 
tion is not accepted by the party and there are matters in dispute which 
cannot be adjusted without a committee of enquiry or a board of con- 
ciliation. Where, as is usually the case, Government’s intervention 
succeeds in settling a dispute, no necessity for action under section 3 
of the Trades Disputes Act arises. 

(Mr. Sibnatli Banerjee rose to put a supplemental) question after 
Mr. Speaker had called “next question”.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are rather late, Mr. Banerjee. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: May be, Sir, but the lion’hlo 
Mr. Suhrawardv was standing all this while and therefore 1 could 
not rise in my plan*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, 1 have called the next question already. 
You >lmuld not have delayed so long. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: I submit, Sir, that the HoifbJe 
Mr. Suhrawardv was standing in hi* seat all this time and therefore 
I thought that In might Ik* going to add to what lie had said. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not my concern if he remains standing 5 
or (> minutes and then sits down. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Do you then mean to sav, Sir, that 
we shall be in order in putting a question when any Hon’ble Minister 
still on his legs? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, until the 
Dou ble Minister resumed hi* >eal l!o* presumption in tin* mind of 
Mr. Banerjee \va* perhaps that Mr. Suhrawardv had something further 
to say. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That, as 1 ha ve said, is no concern of mine. 

Mr. NlHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Since him release 
from prison Mr. Banerjee has been rather slow and so he may be 
given an opportunift* to put in his supplementary question. 
(Laughter.) 

18 
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Allegation* against the Sub-Registrar, Rains, Burdwan. 

A 

•68. Mr. AOWAITA KUMAR MA«II i (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the District Registrar, Burdwan, made 
on the 9th September, 1939, an inquiry into certain allega- 
tions against the Sub-Registrar of Raitia police-station; and 

(it) if so, whether the District Registrar has reported on the 
matter ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (u) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate laying a copy of the said rejiort on the table? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (n Under ordeis of the 
District, Registrar, the District Sub-Registrar made an inquiry on or 
about that date regarding alleged delay in the delivery of certain docu- 
ments. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 


Rules regarding appointment of Principal, Bengal Engineering College, 

Calcutta. 

*50. Mi88 MIRA DUTTA CUPTA: Will the Tlon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the procedure adopted in the selection and appointment of the 
Principal, Bengal Engineering College, Sibjwre; 

(h) whether applications were invited for the post both in India 
and in England; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the candidature of suitable Bengalee 

scholars could not lie considered in the selection; 

(d) what are the qualifications, age, teaching experience and 

organising experience of the person selected for the post; 

(e) what is the text of the advertisement made for the post in 
, England and in India, if any; 

( f) whether the Provincial Public Services Commission was con- 

sulted before the appointment was made; and 

(#) if so, whether their recommendation was accepted? 
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Tht Htmfto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and ( b ) The vacancy 

was advertised both in the United Kingdom and India. The nomina- 
tions K)f the High Commissioner for India, London, from among the 
applicants in the United Kingdom, were considered by the Bengal Public 
Service Commission along with the applications received in India. The 
recommendations of the Public Service Commission were then forwarded 
to Government for final selection. 

(c) No. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) Copies of the advertisements are hud on the table. 

(/) and ((/) Yes. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question 
No. 5U, showing qualifications of Dr. Dandy a. 

Dr. Pandya is 30 \ears of age. He matriculated in 11)25 from the 
University of Bombay, where he passed the first year examination in 
Engineering in 11)28 and graduated Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) in 
110), standing first in the first class. He was awarded various scholar- 
ships, medals and prizes while at that University. Prom 110) until 
193d he attended Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 
U.S.A., for post-graduate studies in Civil Fnginering, obtained there 
the M.So. degree of Civil Engineering in 11)31, was up|K>iuted an 
honorary fellow of the Institute and awarded the Austin Research 
Fellowship to carry on research in soil mechanics as applied to founda- 
tions, and in 11)33 obtained the D.Sr. degiee in Civil Engineering. In 
1934 he joined Messrs. McKenzies, Limited, Bombay, as Engineer for 
the design and construction (‘specially of concrete bridges, was 
appointed in 1935 to Messrs. Trussed Steel (V)inpany of London for 
the development of new forms of design unci construction in steed and 
reinforced concrete, and 1937 was transferred to Messrs. Diagrid 
Structures, Limited, us Chief Engineer in charge of all designs and 
constructions. He has been responsible th^re for the design of earth- 
quake proof structures in connection with the reconstruction of Quetta, 
the design and construction of hangars, factories, etc. He was deputed 
by his firms to study at the City and Guilds College, London, the 
behaviour of steel structures (in 1935) and to study conditions in 
U S A., Canada and India to introduce the system of Diagrid construc- 
tion. In 1938 he was awarded the James F. Lincoln Arc* Welding 
Foundation International Prize of 12,000 dollars for a j«i}>er (written in 
collaboration with his assistant) on “the all-welded grid applied to 
plane and spatial structures”. He has delivered lectures on Engineer- 
ing subjects in England and contributed articles tc technical 
journals, and holds a patent for a novel method of steel and concrete 
construction designed to effect great economies in the construction of 
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large* spap buXdings. He is a member of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers, the Institution of Engineers (India), Air Raid Protection 
Institute, London, the Institute of Welding, London, and the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. 

I>r. Pandya has a knowledge of Gujarati, Sanskrit, Hindusthani, 
Marathi, French and German. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of starred question 
No. showing the text of the advertisement for the post in 
India. 


Puhlic Service Commission, Benoal. 

Notice. 

Applications are invited for the post of Prinri|Kil of the Bengal 
Engineering College, Sibpur, near Calcutta. This college prepares 
candidates for the Engineering Degree Examinations of the University 
of Calcutta. The post will be for five years and the salary is Bs. 1,400 
per month together with free quarters and a car allowance of Rs. 80 
jwr month. Provident Fund benefits will he allowed. Leave and 
passages will he according to the normal Government Scheme Candi- 
dates should have high qualifications in Engineering and capacity to 
administer and control a large College*. Candidates (only males) 
should normally he not less than 85 \ears of age. In the event of dis- 
continuance of the post owing to action 1>\ the Legislative Assembly, 
six month’s pay as compensation will he payable. The candidate 
appointed will he required to join the ]>ost as soon as possible. 

Persons holding substantive appointments or acting against substan- 
tive vacancies in Government service are not permitted to apply. 

Applications in the prescribed form, copies of which may he obtained 
from the undersigned ]>ersonally or on sending an addressed envelope 
with a lmlf-ann,a stamp, must reach him by the 27th March, 1989. 

Every candidate must enclose with bis application a fee of Rs. 5 
(which will not he refunded 't in the form of a receipted chalan from a 
Government Treasury or t lhe Reserve Bank of India, Calcutta. 

Cauvassing in any form will be regarded a9 disqualification. 

F. AHMAD, 

Secretary , 

Puhlic Service Commission , Bengal, 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of starred -t question 
No. 59, showing the te.rt of the ad rert iscmcnt for the post in 
England. 

Principal, Bengal Engineering College, Nipper, Bengal. 

Ihe High (\)inuiis8ioner for India is prepared to receive applications 
for the appointment of Principal of the Bengal Engineering College 
at Sihjmr, near ( alcutta, in the service of the Government of Bengal, 

2. Application must 1 m* made, in duplicate*, on the printed forms 
attached, which must he returned to the High Commissioner for India, 
(Tenoral Department, India House, Aldwych, London, W.C. 2, not later 
than ihe 17th April, MW. 

d. Candidates must he natmal-hoin British subjects and the 
children of British subjects and of good character and sound phvsique. 
They should normally he not less than df> years of age. They must 
possess high qualifications in engineering, and the cajnicit\ to 
administer and control a large college. 

4. The apj>ointment will be made on agreement with the Governor 
of Bengal for a period of five years, terminable at any time within that 
period by six months’ notice on either side or otherwise subject to the 
usual conditions* The officer’s services may he terminated by the 
Government of Bengal at any time without notice on grounds of mis- 
conduct, inefficiency, neglect ot dut\ or failure to comply with the 
provisions ot the agieement oi, if by leason of ill-health he is unfit for 
the discharge of his duties, on the termination of anv leave admissible 
to him. His salary and the Government contribution to the Provident 
Fund will 1m? subject to the vote of the Bengal legislative Assembly, 
In the event of discontinuance of the jjost owing to action by the 
Legislative Assembly, six months’ pay as comi>ensation will be payable, 

5. The pay of the appointment will l>e at the rate of Us. 1,400 a 
calendar month (sterling equivalent approximately £1,200 per annum). 

Note 1. — The sterling equivalent shown above indicates the approxi- 
mate pay per annum at the current rate of exchange of about 1*. fit/. 
No guarantee can be given that the rate of exchange will not fluctuate. 

Note 2 . — In the event of the officer being sent on deputation out 
of India, he will Ik* entitled only to such pay* as may he prescribed by 
* the rules for the time being in force. 

Note 3. Pay will commence from the dale of disembarkation in 

India provided the officer reports himself for duty without avoidable 
delay. 


•Any testimonial* or other document* submitted by • candidate with hi* application 
should also be in duplicate. 
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Note 4 . — Indian income-tax is leviable on the pay of appointee. 
The rates of tax will be furnished, on request, by the High Commis- 
sioner for India. 

6. The appointment is non-pensionable, but the officer will be 
required to subscribe to the Bengal Contributory Provident Fund and 
will be bound by the rules of the Fund. Subscription is compulsory 
at a minimum rate of 6£ per cent, of pay, but the officer may subscribe 
up to 15 per cent, of pay, having the option to fix his rate of contri- 
bution at any point within these limits, to which Government adds 
yearly a contribution of such percentage of the subscriber’s emoluments 
drawn on duty during the year, or the period as the case may be, as 
has been or may he prescribed by Government by general or special 
order. (Under present conditions Government contribution will be 
6| per cent, of the officer’s emoluments.) Compound interest is 
credited yearly to the officer’s account, and the sum so accumulated 
will he paid to the officer on his quitting the service or to his legal 
representatives in the event of his death while in the service, provided 
that the whole or any part of the Government contribution and interest 
and increment accrued thereon mav be withheld to meet a liability 
incurred to the Government or in case he is dismissed from the service 
or in case lie resigns the service within a period of five years. 

The current rate of interest is per cent., but the rate is liable 
to amendment from time to time. 

7. The appointment, which is in a Vacation Department, will, if 
the candidate selected is of non-Asiatic domicile, carry the following 
leave terms : — 

(/) Leave will only be granted in case of urgent necessity and, if 
granted, will be on half average pay up to one-eleventh of 
the jieriml spent, on duty, to which may be added, on medical 
certificate, leave on average or half average pay up to a 
maximum oi three months reckoned in terms of leave on 
average pay provided that leave on leave salary equivalent 
to average pay may lie granted to the extent of one month 
for each such year of duty in which the selected candidate has 
not availed himself of any part of the vacation of the 
Bengal Engineering College. If, however, a part only of 
the vacation has been taken in any year, the period of leave 
on average pay will be reduced by a fraction of a month 
equal to the proportion which the part of the vacation taken 

t bears to the full period of the vacation. 

(it) Extraordinary' leave without pay in special circumstances when 
no other leave is admissible, subj^tt to a total maximum 
limit of three months in respect of such leave. 
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(wi) If the Principal’s services are terminated on grounds of ill 
health he will be entitled to pay at the appropriate rate for 
any period of leave then due to him. 

(iv) On the termination of his services at the expiration of the 
period of the agreement, the Principal will be entitled to pay 
at the appropriate rate for any period of leave that may then 
remain due to him, provided that such leave has been applied 
for by him during his service but lias l>een refused owing to 
ibe exigencies of the public service. 

For an appointee of Asiatic domicile the provisions of the Bengal 
Services (Revision of Leave Rules), 1984, will apply. Copy of these 
Rules may be seen at the office of the High Commissioner for India. 

8. The officer appointed will be provided with a passage by 
sea from London to Calcutta. In the event of his resigning the 
appointment within the period of the agreement without giving 
the prescribed notice or in t lie event of bis resigning the 
appointment within two \ears whether with or without giving the 
prescribed notice, except on grounds of ill-health, ceitified to the 
satisfaction of Government, he will l>e required to refund forthwith on 
demand the cost of the passage provided hereunder. 

On the termination of the officer's services on the expiry of the 
term of five years or if his services are dispensed with by Government 
at any time within that jieriod for any reason other than misconduct 
on his part or breach by him of any of the conditions of his contract, 
he will, if he is of non-Asiatic domicile, lie granted u passage by sea 
from Calcutta to Jvondou (or at his option to any other country at a 
cost not exceeding that of a passage by sea fiom Calcutta to London). 

The grant of a free passage on the termination of the agreement 
will be conditional on the officer's leaving India within three months 
and as the Government may direct. 

Note .— The passages referred to aliove will be limited in cost to 
that of a cabin-class passage by British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pany’s steamer between London and Calcutta. 

9. The officer will be entitled during his tenure of the office of 
Principal of the Bengal Engineering College to a motor cur allowance 
of Rs. 80 a month or such other allowance as may be prescribed by 
the Government from time to time, provided that. he actually maintains 
a motor car. 

• 

10. The officer will be eligible for travelling allowance at first- 
class rates if requiredsin the interests of the public service to travel on 
duty. » 
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11. The Principal will "be entitled to unfurnished quarters within 
the premises of the Bengal Engineering College free of rent, but he 
will be required to pay charges for electric energy consumed and the 
occupiers’ share of the municipal taxes on the quarters. 

12. The appointee will be of gazetted rank and shall be deemed to 
belong to the Bengal General Service. 

13. The appointee will be required wdthin a peiiod of two years 
of reporting for duty to pass such examination in Bengali as may be 
prescribed by the Government. Failure to pass the examination may 
render an officer liable to dismissal. 

14. Candidates must be prepared, if called upon, to attend at their 
own expense at the Office of the High Commissioner for India for a 
personal interview. The qualifications of the candidate or candidates 
selected for further consideration will be communicated to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, by whom the final selection of a candidate for this 
ap]K)intment will be undertaken. In t he event of the candidate selected 
being in the United Kingdom he will be required to produce satistac- 
tory evidence of the date of his birth and to appeal before the Medical 
Board at the India Office for examination as to his physical fitness for 
appointment. There is no charge for this examination. 

15. The selected candidate will l>e required to proceed to join the 
appointment as soon as possible alter notification of his selection. 

Jfi. In connection with any matter in respect ot which no pro\ision 
is herein made, the rules in the Civil Services (Classification, Control, 
and ApjHuil) ltules, or rules made thereunder, shall apply. 

17. The terms and condition provided in this memorandum are 
liable to modification at the discretion of the Government. 

18. Persons holding substantive appointments or acting against 
substantive vacancies in Government service in Bengal are not per- 
mitted to apply. 


Note. 

Some particulars regai ding the Bengal Engineering College are 
appended : — 

The College teaches up to the B.E. degree of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity. There are courses ki (a) Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, 
(b) Civil Engineering. Students are trained in the Mechanical and 
Electrical classes for*the Diploma of the Board of Control for Appren- 
ticeship Training and for the Associateship of the College in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Civil Engineering Classes — Average total abaut 80. 

Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Classes— .Average total 120. 
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The College is a Government institution and is affiliated to the 
Calcutta University up to the B.E. degree. It has a Governing Body 
appointed by Government. 

(2) Civil Engineering classes comprise some 20 to 24 students. 
The age of students who are Anglo-Indian and Indian students of 
middle class, is between 16 and 25 years. 

(3) The College is a residential institution situated on the river 
Hooghly, on the opposite bank to Calcutta and next to the ltoyal 
Botanical Garden. It is three miles from Howrah and is easily acces- 
sible from Calcutta. The hours of work at the college are from 7 to- 
ll a. in. and 12-30 to 4 p.m. daily. The College has two vacations, 
viz., the summer vacation for about 4o days from the latter part of 
April, and the Puja vacation for about 34 days commencing from the 
latter part of September or early October. During November, Decem- 
ber and January the College survey camps are held and students of 
various classes with their prolessors attend for short petiods fiom three* 
to six weeks. 

— The information furnished abo\e, which has been ext i acted 
from the latest information available at the ofliee of the High Com- 
missioner for India, may be out of date iu some respects. Candidates 
who are invited to appear before the Selection Committee, will, how- 
ever, be afforded an opportunity to make such enquiries as they may 
wish. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With refeience to answers (a) 
and (b) and the statements attar lied thereto, will the llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state why Dr. Paudya who is 30 years of age and does 
not comply with the advertised minimum age of 35 years was selected? 
In both the advertisements in India as well as in Great Britain it 
appears that tin- minimum age limit was 35. 

Mf. 8PEAKER : Perhaps Dr Paudya was selected by the Public 
Servire Commission. It so, you con ask the llon'ble Minister whether 
the selection depended on that body aud then tisk your question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point was whether the 
fixation of the age was dependent on the Government, because I have 
no jurisdiction to ask any question of the Public Service Commission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My point is that Government ask for an officer, 
and then an advertisement is issued in India by the Public Service 
Commission, and as t%gards the terms of that advertisement they are 
determined by the Public Service Commission. 
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Dr. NALINAKEHA SANYAL: No, Sir, the Public Service 
Commission determines the terms in consultation with the department 

concerned. 


Mr. SPEAKER: But is not the Public Service Commission the 
final appointing authority? 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am afraid, not; and if that 
is admitted we shall be very' happy, but so far as I know it is the 
Government that is the final authority. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then you (van auk whether this is the term that 
is, whether that was the age that was recommended by Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. Will the 
ilon’blo Minister he pleased to state if the term about the age not 
being 1 less than d5 years was one of the terms recommended by 
Government to the Public Service Commission? 


The HoiPble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: What Government 
recommended was that an attempt should he made to secure the 
services of some one not below do, I mean, normally not below 35. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Is this then one of the abnormal 
acts of the Bengal Governments Why this abnormality in this case? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the II on’lde Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why a gentleman of 30 years, 6 years less 
than the minimum advertised age, was accepted by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Because, Sir, this 
gentleman, l)r. Pundya, was otherwise so eminently suitable that it 
was considered advisable in the public interest to appoint him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: When the Government decided 
to tut ego the clause about the minimum age. did Government consider 
the desirability of advertising again with a view to tind out if other 
persons between the ugej» of dO and *15 would he available who might 
lx* better qualified? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That question does not arise,— for this reason 
that there was perhaps no bar to anybody below 35 years of age to apply* 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir; there wa* a bar. 
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Tlli Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact 
several candidates applied who were below 35. 


Df. NALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the condition that persons holding substantive posts 
under Government should not In* permitted to apply was one of the 
conditions laid down by the Government, or was it laid down l>v the 
Public Service Commission apart from the Government’s recommenda- 
tions v 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Laid down by Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The* are possi b]\ the usual rules, Dr. XunyaJ, 
and l can say without entennir into a discu— ion of this matter that 
there are rules on the subject. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Government always has an 
opportunity of inviting application from their own men also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well. that is not so unless it is a promotion 
case. In case ol direct recruitment the present rule is ordinarily not 
to allow Government officers holding substantive appointments 
to applv. Dut if it is a promotion case it is otherwise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL : The Public Service Commission 
examines both direit and promotion cases. Will the Mou ld** Minister 
please state wliv the existing Go\ernm«*nl servants, namely, 
the Professors of the Engineering College, who might have put in 
long periods oi successful service were thus debarred from applying 
for this post ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was the decision 
which had been arrived at aft* r a careful consideration of the question 
from all points o! view, and it would 1 m* difficult for me to 
give this House an idea of the grounds for the decision, but I may 
tell the honourable member that the question has been discussed very 
thoroughly and considered and it is as a matter of fact very strictly 
adhered to, but it the circumslances arc exceptional that would be 
a different matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I th ink the Chief Minister has misundemtood 
the question. The question is. you have advertised the post for direct 
appointment, but why did you not allow officers of the department 
to apply for the post? 
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The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: “The why’’ is very* 
difficult to answer, but this was the derision taken after careful 
consideration that we should not ordinarily allow such men to apply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* I have nothing to say against 
Dr. Pandya. Here are two advertisements, one issued in India and 
the other in Great Britain, and the gentleman applying in Great 
Britain who was probably eminently qualified has been taken in. I 
am only seeking information from the Hon ’hie Minister 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. ttan\al, the information is in the rules 
because I know certain things about these rules. Your question should 
be whether in cases of direct recruitment officers of the depart- 
ment are allowed to apply. You may ask that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Does the Government consider 
the desirability 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no, not that way; hut whether the offirers 
of the department are allowed to apply, as I have already pointed out. 

Dr. NALI NAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
please state if in cases of direct recruitment officers of Government 
are in an \ case allowed to put in ^application ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, if this 
question is put , 1 would ask the honourable member to let me have 

some time and notice, because this question has K*en discussed so 
often and from so many various points. The only reason that I can 
give is that that was the decision arrived at after careful considera- 
tion, and it un\ further information is asked for 1 would ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Then about answer (r) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can tell you that the information is in the 

books. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that the 
rules are that if anybody wants to apply he has to do so through the 
head of the department, hut he is not completely debarred. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I do not want to give that information, for it 
would not be proper. But I may tell you that 1 was there when these 
rules were framed. 
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Hffoct of control of prices by Government on the supply of quinine. 

•66. Babu SYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fart that due to the control of prices by the 
Government medical practitioners and private firms are not petting 
quinine sufficient for their requirements? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any. the Government are 
proposing to take to meet the situation? 

(c) Is it a fact that Messrs. Wallace and Company and Messrs. 
Chowdhury and Company, agents for selling (lovernment cinchona pro- 
ducts, are selling (iovernment quinine at a higher rate than the late 
fixed by tin* Government? 

(d) If the answei to (r) is in the aflirniative, will the 11 on ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, does he propose to 
take in the matter? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of arrang- 
ing the sale of quinine to the general public and to the private firms 
from the Presidency Jail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : {a) There is no shortage 
of supply in leaped of Government quinine. There has been a certain 
temporary shortage in resoect of foreign quinine, not on account of 
price control, hut due to war conditions and delay in shipments. The 
two chief importers of foreign quinine report that they have run short 
ot stock, hut il is expected 1 hat there will Ik* large shipment* by the 
end of this month which will enable them to resume their old supply. 

{b) and id) Do not arise. 

(r) Government have no such information. 

(ei No such pioposal G under consideration. 

Religious education for Muslim students in schools and oolleges. 

•61. Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: \a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that there is a demand 
for the employment of religious teachers • for imparting instruc- 
tion in Quoran and other religious matters to, and for securing the 
observance of religious rites by, the Muslim students of both sexes in 
the Government schools and colleges in Calcutta and elsewhere? • 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleaded to#state what steps he proposes to take in the 
matter? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (a) Yes. 

(b) I have asked the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, to 
mature a scheme. 


Poets of confidential clerks lor Intelligence and District Intelligence 

Branches. 

•82. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state 
whether those 13 permanent and (> tornjiorary posts of confidential clerks 
for Intelligence Branch and District Intelligence Branch which have 
recently been sanctioned by Government to replace C.C. Sub-In spectors 
of districts in the scale of Km. tit) — 22 r > have been filled up? 

(b) Has any Muslim been taken in any of these vacancies? 

(c) What is the criterion by which the Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, Intelligence Branch, intends to make the selections for these 
posts ? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate the appointment of qualified 
and suitnble Muslims in proportionate number? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): to) None of the posts have yet been filled. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(r) Fitness. 

(d) Muslims will be appointed according to the Communal Ratio 
decision. 

Introduction by Government of Free Primary Education and University * 
Regulation Bills. 

•63. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM YIKRAMPURI: (a) I? the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Dejnirtment aware — 

* 

(0 that there exists a feeling amongst the Muslims and the ■' 
Scheduled Caste people over the question of Government’s 
failure in introducing Bills in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly regarding — 

(1) the free and compulsory primary education,, secondary 
education, nnd 

(2) the Calcutta University Regulation; and 

(it) that the educationally-backward communities are in need of 
such legislations? 
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{b) If the answer to (a) (j) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he pi opuses to take for introduc- 
tion of the Bills? 

The Hoit’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) Yes. 

(h) Government have under consideration the report of the Primary 
Education Committee. As soon as decisions have been made concerning 
the recommendations of this Committee such action as is jKissihle with 
the financial resources available will be taken to ensure rapid progress. 

Government have at present no i>ower satisfactorily to legislate con- 
cerning secondary education but if the amendments to the Govern- 
ment of India Act at present Indore Parliament are carried such power 
will vest in the Provincial Legislature from the 1st April, 1 1)40 Oov- 
ernnment are preparing a Secondary Education Pill accordingly. 

('nt versify education . — The Provincial Legislature has at present no 
power to legislate concerning the Calcutta Cniversity but will have 
from the 1st April, 1940, if the amendments of the Government of India 
Act at present before Parliament arc accepted. Government |>rojK>se to 
introduce a Bill as soon as the Provincial I legislature has power to 
enact it. 


Scheduled Caste hostel in Mymensingh. 

*64. Mr. M0N0M0HAN DA8: (a) With lefeteuce to the reply to 
starred question No. 104 of the Kit h March, 19M9. regarding the non- 
existence of Scheduled Caste hostel in Mymensingh, will the Hon'hlo 
Minister in charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to state when 
the construction of the hostel will l^e taken up? 

(h) Js the Hon’hlc Minister aware that the necessity of a hostel is 
’"keenly felt by the Scheduled Caste students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The question i** still 
under consideration. 

(b) Yes. 

Mr. MONOMOHAN DA8: In the previous session also the 
answer wa- *he saim* as it is given now. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how long this question will remain under considera- 
tion ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question has teen 
considered and a final decision will soon he taken, I may inform the 
honourable member that the delay has occurred in consequence of 
some defects in the plans and estimates and by reason of that fact 
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these plans and estimates have been returned by the Public Health 
Department for further scrutiny. Now the question is hearing 
completion and 1 should he aide <0 take action , with in a very short time. 

Babu MADHU9UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that the fund from which the 
expenditure to he incurred on account of the hostel or the cd&t of the 
hostel was to be met, was totally exhausted? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That question hardly arises here. 

Babu MADHU8U0AN SARKAR: Without further grant the 
•cost of the hostel cannot be met. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8 : nil 88t*(8 Til C8tC8 C8f»tC8A f? 

Scheduled CastesCTfl W8J <«$ hostel construct *81 8C8 fa 8C8 SI ? «t8 

8ft f 81 81 C8&1 4? C8 c *1* 5t*t« Cl *1« CftHCfl Clt^l C«tC* 818 81 CWsTU«| 

*tt*8 cm cittici ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Us. 5 lakhs belong to 
public revenues. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Destruction of crops by water-hyacinth in Cokama Union, Tippera. 

47. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) With reference to 
ithe reply given to starred question No. 251 on the lilind March, 1939, 
will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be* 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the jvetitions submitted by 
the residents of the (rokunia Union within police-station Napirnagar, 
district Tipjiera, in a registered cover, alleging that the crops* *>f a** 
large tract of the unions are being destroyed tor the last $5 years by 
water-hyacinth, were received by the — 

(1) Collector on the 5th January, 1938; 

(2) the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture on the 6th 

February, 1939; and 4 

(3) the Hon’ble Chief Minister on the 6th February, 1939P 

(b) If the answer -to {a) is in the affirmative, does the "Hon ’bio 
Minister oonteiqpUte.au inquiry into the matter? * 



QUESTIONS. 


1M<U 


173 


(tf) Is it a fillet — - - 

\ ' 

that the residents have submitted a plan with an estimated cost 
for the construction of a fencing to stop the destruction of 
crops by w T ater-hyacinth to the Subdivisions! Officer, 
Brahmaubaria, Tippera; and 

(/r)^that the people of the Konda Union within the same }H>lice- 
station suffer from the same grievances for the last 24 years ? 


(d) What steps, it any, do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 


„ The Hon,b, « Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: <„) y« such petitions 
were received by me or the Hon’ble Chief Minister and there are no 
pafiers to show that they were received b\ my predecessor. I have 
no information as to whether the Collector received an> such petition. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Suitable action is bein# taken by the Subdi visional Officer in 
collaboration with the Manager, Sarail Estate, within the jurisdiction 
of which the area falls. An attempt is Irein^ made to have a compre- 
hensive survey of the area made by the Irrigation Department for ihe 
purpose of preparation of an effective scheme. Government granted 
Its. 250 towards the construction of a hinder at Gokurna which was 
supplemented by an amount of Hs. 500 raised by the local |#»nple. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In answer {<-/), it, is said 
“No such petitions were received by me or the Ilon’ble Chief Minister 
and there are no paj>ers to show that they were received by my 
predecessor ”. Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten 
me on this point? I have in my hand the acknowledgments of 
petitions sent by registered jmst to the llon’ble Ministers? As a 
matter of fact, petitions were received by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Agriculture and bv the Hon’ble Chief Minister. I can 

hand over the receipts to him if he wants them. 

* * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I accept that informs 
tion as correct, but there is no record in the office to show that peti- 
tions have been received. 


MR. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to make enquiries into the matter and take such action as 
may be necessary in respect of the allegations made in the petition? 
I cap hand over the petition to him. 

19 
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. The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a request for 

action. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V ou may supply the information to him. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, Sii. Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that in the last 2‘) years erops have heen destroyed by 
water-hyaeirith in that local it v? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUpDIN KHAN: I am not aware of 
that fact, hut the honourable member will >ee from the answer that 
suitable action is being taken. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the ilon’lde Minister 
be pleased to consider the desirability of making a survey? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know whether 
that will be possible, but I have no objection to eonsidei the desirability 
of that. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that not one petition was submitted but a large number ot 
petitions were submitted reirurdiw. tin* extent oi damage that was 
being done during the last twent \ -five yeai**? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of the 
large number of petitions hut I mm what m\ tiiend says I can take it 
that representations have heen made. 


Dowry in marriages. 

48. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: {a) Is the 

Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Judieial Department aware — 

(?) that there exists a system of taking down hv the putties to a, 
marriage in Bengal; and 

(/’/) that this system is causing hardship and inconvenience to the 
people of this Province? * , 

(b) If the answer to pi) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the (iovernment contemplate 
putting a stop to this practice in Bengal In legislation or otherwise? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (/?) Yes. 

(b) A private member’s Bill on the subject i° being circulated for 
public opinion. 
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Appointments under juto Restriction Scheme in Mftlda. 

49. Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Will the llon'ble Minister in 

charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department lie pleased to 
hi} on the table a statement .showing, guide h\ guide — 

( / ) the names ol the temjHMuiv cleiks and pnman returners; 

t [u) theii eduuil mi.ul qualifications ; and 

(w) home addresses 

appointed in the dminct ot Malda in the dine Restriction Scheme? 

\M Is it a tail that candidates have been upjminted from outside 
Malda ? 

{r, } If the aiewL'i to { b ) i> in the allirmative, will the Uon’hle 
'Minister he pleased to state why pieteience was given to candidates 
other tlia’i those ot the Malda district!" 

( (I • Is ;hi Mon 'hie Munster aware - 

(i) that qualified candidates weir available at Malda; and 

(//) that some matin ulates and higher madrassah passed cand'dates 
ut Malda were not taken ill !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: («> A statement :cgard- 
ing temporal y cleiks is laid on tlie table. The compilation <d a similar 
statement 1 in jaimaiv umomIims will involve an amount id laboui and 
time vviuth the jnie regixt i at ion stall lannot undeitake ujthoi’l serious 
detriment to then normal work. 

( b ) Yes, m a tew cases. 

{<• ) No piei’erenee was given to candidate* <d othei districts. The 
appointments weie made at reel lilting centres within the distuct and 
while general!} local men weie appointed, some suitable other district 
men present at the centies were also appointed. 

t {d\i have no particulai iniormation except that the best qualified 
men present at the recruiting centies were appointed. 

Stott no nt rrft rn <J to tn the nphj to clan* [a) of unslarml (ftwMion No. 49, 

Educational qualili- tl . . . 

Name. . 1 2 3 4 5 Home district* 


1. Mohammad Abdur Rais . . Matriculafl' . . Malda. 

2. Abu Almied Arshed Ali . . I>o. . . Do. 

3. Serajuddin Ahmed . . Do. . . Dinajpur. 

4. A. H. Md. Siddique Tayiab Do, .. Malda. * 

5. •Rab.i Airanjan Kagchi . . Do. . . Do. 


•Worked up to the 17tJ! November, 1939. The pout muco lying vacant tot want Of 
a Scheduled Caste candidate. 

% ’ 
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Constitution of District 8cboot Board in BakarganJ. 

'■i 

50. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

» 

( i ) when will the District School Board in the district of Bakar- 

ganj be constituted; 

(ii) when is it likely to function; 

(in) w'hen is the levy of the education cess likely to be made; 

(iv) when will the augmentation grants be available; and 

(v) the number of schools proposed to be started? 

(b) Do the Government propose to start more than the prescribed 
Dumber of schools in the Bakarganj district, which has numerous 
i khah and bib ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(i) and (//) The noti- 
fication constituting the Board has issued and it will function with 
effect from the 1st April, 1940. 

(Hi ) (’ess will be levied from the 14th April, 1940, conesponding to 
the 1st Baisnk 1047, B.S. 

(iv) During 1940-41. 

(v) and (b) The number of schools to be started will be settled by 
the Board after taking a survey of the district. The existence of 
numerous khah and bilx will be taken into consideration in this con- 
nection. Apart from this consideration the number may be expected 
to be some 1,500 schools on the basis of one school per population of 
2 , 000 . 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that owing to local conditions, 
namely, the existence of numerous khah » and bih in the district 
which it is diliicult for boys to cross, there is absolute necessity for the 
numlier of schools exceeding the numbei according to the basis given 
in the answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is the possibility. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (iv) 
regarding the augmentation grant, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the augmentation grant will be sufficient to meet the 
expenditure so as to make the scheme workable? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a general question. 
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Improvement of the canal Maranadi in Nadia# 

51. Mr. «l. N. CUPTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether the District Magistrate of Nadia received a petition it: May* 
1936, praying for the following: — 

(?) to improve the condition of canal Maranadi; and 
(n) to improve loads and sanitation of the villages situated on the 
sides of canal Maranadi’' 

(b) If the answer to {a » is m the allirmatixe, will the llon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the 
.said petition ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of 

Cossimbazar) : (//) 1 am informed that no such petition appears to 

have been received by t he District Magistrate. 

(/>) Does not arise. 


Appointments made by District Judges. 

52. Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WAS: (<i) Will the Ilnn’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department U* pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing, district by district, and up to date since 
1st April, 1938, the number of clerks (senior and junior) up]Kiinted— * 

(i) by the District Judges; and 

(li) in the offices of the Presidency Small Causes Court? 

(b) How many of them are — 

(i) Muslims; 

(it) Caste Hindus; and 

(Hi) Scheduled Castes? 

(c) Will the Hoifble Minister be pleased lay on tlie table a state- 
ment showing the cases in which District Judges have promoted clerks 
of the junior grade to the senior grade? 

(d) How* many of the promoted clerk- ic-fened to in (r) are — • 

{ i ) Muslims; 

(ti) Scheduled Castes; and 

(in) others A * 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS : sft *m« C? nh 

til* ONI C? Tf fo* C? appointment C*!flTC¥ 

districts scheduled castes <*)? C*jt¥ appointed f? fa sfo districts 

<*t* w district 4*** <*tc? c*t* i 5^ *m* 

TO* CTO? f 3 r e"5 caU^sr f« ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 will look into the mailer. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS : *?f W*? vfl-TO* cm ?T?T! 

fa ? 

The Hen’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am trying inv besi. 

* Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : vff Jim? cmw fa vfl-TO* fa fa C5?1 

A 

c»tww ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Circular after circular has been issued. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : Circulars? 1? circular fa| 

*ifs? <4-??:* fa| etfoctivo foi to* fa ■ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want your surest ion. 


Appointment of one Babu Tarapada Mukherjee, an ex-detenu, in Jute 
Registration Department. 

53. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 

in charge of the Agriculture and Industrie* Department aware — 

(/) that one Sj. Tarapada Mukherjee was ap]x)inted as an Assistant 
Inspector in the Jute Registration Department; and 
(it) that his name apjK'ured in a list of the appointed candidates? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 


(t) where has he been posted; and 
(ii) which district doe* he belong to? 
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(c) Is it a fact that one Sj, larupada Mukherjee, an ex-detenu, was 
granted an interview by the appointing authority in connection with the 
same appointments 

(d) If the answers to (a) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state which of the two Mukheriees has 
got the appointment !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(b) Jessore. 

(c) The papers do not show that two poisons of the name of Tara- 
pada Mukherjee were interviewed or that one ex-detenu of the same 
name was interviewed. 

(d) Does not arise. The ]>erson appointed is not an ex-detenu. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hnn’hie Minister be 

pleased to •rive u> the materials in the leconls which have enabled him 
to infer that there is nothing in the papers to show that two jiersons of 
the name of Tarapada Mukherjee were interviewed or that one ex- 
deteriti ol the same name was interviewed v 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: it aiiscs itt this way. Sir. I am 
putting that question with refereiue to answei (() which says “Tin* 
papers do not show lhat two persons of the name of Taiiijwida Muk- 
herjee were mteiviewed ol that one ex-detenu of the suite name was 
interview ed.” 


Mr. SPEAKER : From that your question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU : 1 want to know — - 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have not asked any question to know what 
the papers are. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking what are the pa^rs 
whii h are meant in his answer!" 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a complete answer. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I don’t think Jhat any such 
remark ns is contained in the answer will be found on a }W[>er. So I 
am asking him what are the materials in the record to sho\r that. 


Mr. .SPEAKER : I am afraid, I cannot understand your question. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The answer is “The papers do 
not show that two persons of the name of Tarapada Mukherjee were 
interviewed or that one ex-detenu of the same was interviewed”. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: In other words it may be that in the application 
he did not mention that he was an ex-detenu. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The fact is that this ex-detenu 
was given an interview but lie was not appointed. So will the Hpn’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how he says from the papers that the ex- 
detenu wus not granted an interview’? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is in the answer. I cannot help it. 


Complaints against policemen in Dacca and certain other districts. 

54. Mr, PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of complaints, cases or enquiries, with their 

results, made in the current calendar year against the police 
constables and the jxilice officers in the districts of Dacca, 
Faridpur, Bakarganj, Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali; 

(b) the names of the persons concerned ; and 
(r) the charges made against each of them? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Statements are placed on 
the Library Table. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to the state- 
ment laid on the library table, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why in several cases in which ]x>lic^ officers were accused of 
torture, wrongful confinement and extortion and similar offences they 
were not put on trial — only the enquiring officers ie|>orted and the 
cases were dropped? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Cnless the honourable 

member gives sjieeifio instances it is difficult to answer. The state- 
ment is \erv comprehensive and complete and I will refer the honour- 
able member to it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8 : I would refer to the case of 
Sub-li. speetor Saiduddin and a constable in the district of Faridpur. 
The complaints against them were for torture and wrongful confine- 
ment. The ease w as declared by the enquiring officer but no action waa 
taken under section 200, Indian Penal Code. 
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ilr. SPEAKER: This question is not for that. It is purely a 
statistical question and you cannot ask what action Government took 
on that. 

8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am asking a question accord- 
ing to the answer that has been given in the statement laid on the 
Library Table. I find that this Saiduddin and the constable were not 
proceeded against in the Court of Law. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hat is not the subject-matter of the answer. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The intention of the question 
is to know what action was taken. Suppise, a constable is charged 
with murdei and no action is taken against him, am I not entitled to 
ask why no action was taken against him? 

Mr. SPEAKER : Not in this question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state why one officiating Sub-Inspector Meshbauddin Ahmed 
being found guilty of having visited an unmarried girl — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of 
enhancing the punishment inflicted on Meshbauddin Ahmed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sol i v there is no i ruination w hatsoever 
about it in this question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: The questioner wanted to know 
whether sufficient action was taken. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you cannot put that question here. 

Appointment of a Scheduled Caste teacher in Daooa Normal School. 

55. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: («) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — # 

(i) the present number of Government institutions including Guru 
Training add Normal Schools at Dacca ; and 

(it) the total* numbei of teachers and clerks in each of them? 
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(b) now many of them are from — 

(/) Caste Hindus; 

(ii) Muslims; and 

(iii) Scheduled CastevS? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Scheduled Caste teacher who usu. vw „ ww „ 
Normal School at Dacca has been appointed recently as Sub-Inspector 
of Schools? 

(r/) If the answer to (r.) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the vacancy in the Normal School 
has since been filled up? 

(e) If so, who has been appointed to the post? 

(/) Was the post advertised? If not, what are the reasons? 

(y) Is there any other Scheduled Caste teacher in the said Normal 
School ? 

(h) Did the Scheduled Caste representative approach the Superin- 
tendent of the Normal School and the Dacca Bongo Inspector of Schools 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («) and (b) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(r) Yes, in June, Balm Kaliprosad Hon, Head l'andit, Dacc3 

Normal School, was promoted to the Inspectorate, as Sub-Inspector of 
Schools, Swarupkati (Bakarganj). 

(d) Yes temporarily, pending further arrangement after advertise- 
ment. 

(e) Balm Dwijendralal Nath, m.\. (1st class first in Bengali). 

(/) Steps are being taken to advertise the j>ost. As the incumbent 
of the post must be a B.T. and is required to possess adequate quali- 
fications in Bengali, Historx and Plnsiral Education, it is doubtful 
whether a Scheduled Caste candidate with those qualifications will he 
available. It is, therefore, proposed to advertise the post on general 
terms and to give preference to a Scheduled Caste candidate if a pro- 
perly qualified candidate is available, 

(p) No. 

(ft) No Scheduled Caste representative approached the Superinten- 
dent, Dacca Normal School. It is not known whether any Scheduled 
Caste representative approached the then Inspector of Schools in charge 
of the Dacca Hange in this matter. 
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Statement referred to m the rep!,, to clause.* (a) end (h) of hm tarred 
question .Vo. J.J, regard,,,,, the staff of Gorrrnment Educational 
Institutions at Dacca . 



Number of teachers and 
clerks. 

Distribution caste by etude. 

Name of institution. 

1 

Tea- 

chers. 

1 

1 

| Clerks, 
j 3 

l 

j Tnuil 

4 

Caste 

Hindus. 

! 

| Mus. 

1 lints. 

<» 

Sche- 

duled 

Castes. 

7 

Others. 

H 

(1) Ahsunullah 

School ot engin- 
eering 

20 

9 

2 It 

21 

s 

Nil 


(2) Dnccn Interme- 
diate ( 'allege 

24 

:i 

i - • 

13 

14 

Nil 


(3) Touchers’ Train- 
111 LT ( 'otiege. 

S 

2 

! jo 

I 

i 

7 

3 

Nil 


(4) Dacca I-lamic 
Intermedmtc ( 'ol- 
lege (including 
the attached .tu- 
mor Madrassah). ; 

24 

3 

i 27 

1 

Nil 


Nil 


(5) Kdcn H igh School 
toi t !u Is. | 

10 

2 

is 

14 

! 

i 

X,l i 

1 

3 

(t>) Aimemtolu ( lov - j 
ormnoi.t High , 

School | 

13 

I 

i 

: “ 

i 

, 

h ! 

1 

1 

i 

Nil 1 

1* 

(7) Dacca Collegiate 
ScIjooI. j 

30 

1 

:u 

21 ! 

1 

it 

1 


(8) Dacca Govern- j 
rnont Muslim j 

High School. 

j 

10 

J 

17 j 

j 

| 

Nil j 

17 

Nil 

I 

j 


(9) Dacca Normal 
School. 

6 

I . 

1 

a 

•> 

Nil | 

j 


(10) Dacca Guru 

Training School. 

3 

Nil 

| 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Nil 



•Christian. 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: With fete,eme to </> will the 
Hou*hle Minister be pleased to state if he is aware lhat there are 
several ]l.T. men from the Scheduled t 'antes well qualified for the 
post r 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ai K. FAZLUL HUQ: Their eases will be con- 
sidered. 
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Rescue of two persons by Master Abdur Rahman of 86. “Mallard” in 
the river 8anka. 

56. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state whether 
the lives of one Asabuddin, son of Musaraf Ali, and of one Mafizor 
Rahman, son of Ahmed, both of village Chambal, police-station Bans- 
khali, rlistrict Chittagong, were saved together with their large sunk 
sampan by Master Abdur Rahman of SS. “Mallard” of Messrs. Bengal 
Burma Steam Navigation Company, Limited, at 11 a.m. on the 22nd 
October, 1938, at the Bay of Bengal near the mouth of the river Snnka 
within the territorial jurisdiction of Chittagong? 

(b) Did the said Master Abdur Rahman do the similar kind of rescue 
works on other occasions as well? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, did the Gov- 
ernment take any step to encourage this kind of daring rescue works? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government propose to take in the matter? 

The Hon’blc Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDY! ia) This appears to he 
correct. 

(b) Government have no information, but on enquiry it has been 
reported to them that Master Abdur Rahman performed rescue work on 
five other occasions. Government regret that they have no materials 
to verify this statement. 

(c) and (d) I regret that Government have not been able to take any 
action us they received no official information on the subject. 


Progress made in the scheme of Rural Reconstruction. 

57. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: („) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industrie- Department be pleased to 
state what progress has been made in the scheme of Rural Reconstruc- 
tion as outlined in the speech of the then Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Rural Reconstruction on the floor of the House during the last session? 

o 

< b ) How the money provided in the budget under different heads 
has hitherto been spent or is proposed to be spent during the current 
year? 

* 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the appointment of Special 
Officers in each district? i 

\d) If so, when are the appointments likely to be made? - 
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The HOft’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) I regret the scheme 
outlined in the speech of my predecessor during the last budget session 
has not yet taken a final shape, '{’here was considerable difference of 
opinion with regard to the details of the scheme which it has not yet 
been possible to settle. The scheme was discussed at the last Com- 
missioners’ Conference and no final decision on the various opinions 
expressed thereat has yet l>een po^ible. I have now been examining* 
the scheme in right earnest and hope to arm e at a final decision in 
regard to its details so as to give effect to it early in the coming 
financial year. As the scheme ri oi a no\el character 1 need hardly 
emphasise the necessity of a \ery cautious and thorough examination 
of the scheme before it is launched. Meanwhile the District and 
Subdivisional Officer** have been earning on their rural reconstruction 
work in collaboration with local bodies and the various rural uplift 
associations started in villages, unions, subdivisions and districts 
accoiding to the detailed instructions issued to them. An all-Bengal 
drive for the eiadicat ion ot water-hyacinth in rural areas was organised 
in the shape of a Watcr-hyacinth Week obsened in A pi i 1 lust which 
aroused great enthusiasm and yielded good practical results which 
however have not been very lasting for want of continued efforts to 
keep the areas dented free from fresh growth or onrush of water- 
hyacinth. I am considering tin* question of organising another all- 
Bengal drive some time this tear. As an essential preliminary to the 
scheme under consideration, a training camp has been started for the 
theoretical and practical training of Circle Officers who have a very 
important part to plat in rural reconstruction work. The Director of 
Rural Reconstruction has been co-ordinating the work that is going on 
in the districts. He has also been responsible for the organisation and 
supervision of the w utcr-h\ acinth drive and has also organised and is 
supervising the Circle Officers’ Training Tamp. 

(It) The only expenditure so tar incurred has been on account of 
the pay and travelling allowame of the Director of Rural Reconstruction 
and his office staff, the Water-h\ acinth Week and the ('irclc Officers’ 
Training (lamp There will be a large saving this year but the entire 
amount is proposed to be re-allotted next year so as to enable the 
implementing ot the scheme under consideration. 

(c) and (d) These form part of the scheme which is still under con- 
sideration. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to ( h ), will the 
Hon’bV Minister be pleased to refer to the original speech of his pre- 
decessor last year in which he said that the grants for Rural Recon- 
struction Department have Ireen interspersed tinder various budget 
heads — the main hegd “General Administration” consisting of 
Rs. 57,000 under “Civil Secretariat”, Rs. 1,54,000 under the head 
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“District Administration”, Rs. 2,00,000 as discretionary grant to Dis- 
trict Officers, Rs. 15,000 for Training Institutes, Rs. 16,000 tinder 
“Department ot Industries”* Rs. UfyOOO for Adult Education, Rs. 42,000 
under Lead “Agricultme”, Rs. 5,000 each under the heads “Public 
Health” and “Irrigation” and Rs. 4,000 under head “Civil Works”, 
and sa\ whether he is aware that none of these stuns has been spent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: These sums were pro- 
vided under various other heads with which the Riual Reconstruction 
Dt ‘partment is not concerned. So if my friend wants information on 
these heads he must ask for Mich information horn the departments 
directly concerned. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Si?, I am red ei ring to flu 1 speech of 
the Hon'lde Mr. Suhrawanh a cop\ of which is with me. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Him hie Mimstei is not responsible for that 
speech 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: I am quoting hem the speech of 
the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy who was then in (barge of the Rural 
Reconstruction Department . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Since then the pnitfolm might ha\e been 
(hanged 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Rut the thing ioniums 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : Koi i h i s lnlonnation you 
liun ask another department and not me. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: I am letening to the sjH'orh of tho 
Hon'ble Ministe? in charge ot the Rural Reconst ruct ion and there it 
has boon said that “the honourable members will find that the grants 
for tho Rural Reconstruction Department hn\e been intcrspeised under 
various budget heads”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry it is not in tho answer. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Rut the answei sa\s that no sums 
wore spent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Quito right, you nun a>k wh\ it was not spent. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any of these sums were at all spent ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: The answer is this that 
the Hon'ble Mr. Suhruward) while makiuir his sjioech last year referred 
to provisions m the budget toi iujuI lecnnslnictiou woik in other 
departments also. These were pioxisioiis actual!) tor niml reumstnic- 
tion woik. although they do not eoiue under our Kural Heconstruction 
Dcpnitment. Thereloie whatevoi expenditure has been made under 
those heads has been made b\ the depat t men Is eoncerned and not by 
the 3i ural Deconstruction Depaitnient. So it in) tiiend wants tutor- 
Illation or' tliose tiling, ho must ask the Ministei of the depaitnient 
comet ned. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon’ble Minister 1 k> 

pleased (<, state whethei the sum ot IN Tt.IMM) undet the head 
‘‘Adult Kd m. at inn" was sjient ni not v 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When the Hon'ble 
Mr. tSuhraw ard\ made th.at speech “Adult Kducalton" was not 
in< hided in this department 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sit. n»a\ I know whether “Adult 
Kduralion" now within t lie Umal Net oust i in lion Department Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wdi the Kon'lde Ministet he 
pleased to state it the sum of IN Id, (Hill width was allotted in the 
Budget lias been spent or not?' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: lbobabl) it lias not been 
epent. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slate the reason ioi introducing a scheme on the floor of the 
House and inspiring in the minds of tin* people hojws without the 
scheme being act uall) examined and approved by (Government > 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The scheme is still under 
examination. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Hut m\ question was this. In the 
speech we were given to undet stand that the scheme for rural recon- 
struction htys been adopted by (Government. M> question ts whether 
that scheme as adumbiated in that spem h of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge was a scheme of the (Government oi a scheme of his own 
individually f* 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy never said that that scheme had already been adopted. 
He adumbrated that scheme which is still under examination. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best procedure for you, Mr. Wahab 
Khan, is to discuss this in your Budget speech. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it was ever mentioned in the speech that it was 
not yet accepted by Government ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is also a matter which you can discuss 
in the Budget speech. 

Ban on public meetings by Government of Bengal. 

58. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: <«> Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in the Province of Bengal ail publi< meetings have been 
banned by the order of the Government of Bengal v 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’bie Minis- 
ter be pleased to state when they were banned, and why? 

( c ) If they were banned, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state in how many cases, since such ban in the district of Tippera, thf 
permission for holding meetings has been refused by the District 
Magistrate ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table i 
statement showing in respect of refusals of permission for holding meet 
ings in the district of Tippera — 

(?) for what purposes the meetings were proposed to be held ; 

(ii) when they were proposed to be held; and 

(Hi) the reason for refusing the permission? 

(e) Is it a fact that on the occasion of the observance of the Hindi 
Nation Day organised by the Hindu Mahasabha, meetings and proces 
sions proposed to be held were not allowed to be held? 

(f) If the answer to clause (c) is in the affirmative, will the non’bl 
Minivster be pleased to state the reasons for refusing the permissioi 
sought for? 

(p) Are the Government considering the desirability of immediatel; 
withdrawing the ban? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (g) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) Permission to hold a meeting was refused in one instance. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

( e ) Yes. 

(/) The honourable member is informed that t lit* answer has beet- 
given under (d) above. 

Statement refened to in the reply to chime (d) or unstarred question 

y o. oS. 

(/) To celebrate the Hindu Nation I)n\. {it) the ?Sth October, 19J19, 
and (ni) an order under section III, Criminal Proceduie Code, was in 
force prohibit ing all meetings without permission and in view of the 
apprehension of disturbance of public order the meeting was prohibited 
under that order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: M ill the lion Me Minister 
please tel! us as to wlielbci a public meeting c.in be held now willomt 
the permission of the Distrii t Magistrate or the Commissioner of 
Pi .1 i ct* . Calcutta y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir , I refer t he honourable 

member to the orders .md rules that have been published n ml notified 
and the m.i!»er ot interpretation I leave to the honourable member 

Abolition of Hindu hostel of the Chittagong College. 

59. Mr. MOHIM CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Kd neat ion Depart merit be pleased to state — 

(i) the year in whidi ihe Hindu hostel of the Chittagong College 
was abolished; 

Or) the purjHise for which the building is now' being used; and 

(in) what steps, if anv, tin* Government have taken since then to 
give the Hindu hoys some sort of hostel accommodation? 

(b) How many hostels have since been constructed in the different 
districts of Bengal by Government? 

(c) How many of them are for ( 1 ) Hindus, and (2) Muhammadans? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate anv scheme for the re-establish- 
raent of a hostel for Hindu hoys of th° Chittagong College? 

(e) Has the Governing Bodv of the Chittagong College ever moved 
the Government in the matter? 
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The Hoft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLtjJ. HUQ: (a) (i) June, 1932. 

(it) Class rooms. 

(Hi) The Governing Body of the college recommended the constru 
tion of a hostel for the Hindu boys. As there was no suitable site 
^the college compound on which the hostel could be built and as tl 
acquisition of land and the construction of a hostel building would co 
Government about a* lakh of rupees and *ts the residential arrangemqi 
was required only by a few students, the Principal was instructed i 
find a house on rent to start a hostel as soon as there was reasonab" 
demand for the same. 

( b ) One. 

(c) (1) None and (2) one. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yes. 


Case under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, against Mr. Sibnat 
Banerjee, M.L.A. 

60. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the IWble Miniate 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased t 
state — 

(a) what has been the total expenditure of Government on the casi 

under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, agains 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a., started last year in the Cour 
of the Sulnli visional Officer, Howrah; 

(b) how long did the case last; 

(c) how many prosecution witnesses were examined; 

(d) at what rate was the Government Pleader paid in this case; 
(>) how much did he receive in all in this case ; 

(f) what special reasons were there to appoint the Government 
Pleader instead of the Public Prosecutor; 

(j/) was the same Government Pleader engaged this year also fo] 

(1) getting the sureties of Mr. Banerjee cancelled, and 

(2) for opposing the hail petition of Mr. Banerjee before 
the Sessions Judge, Howrah; and 

(h) how much did he get for these services to Government? 

the Hon’We Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIH, Khan Bahadur: 

(<i) Us. 1,130. 

(b) From the 19th December, 1938, to the 5th June, 1939. 

(c) 61. 
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(d) Rg. 46 per day. 

(e) Rg. 1,130. 

(/) He was considered competent to conduct the case, 

(g) Yes. 

(h) Rg. 192. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI : aft Wil f* 

Cftf^ftf prosecution witnesstifS « *31 CflCfffWI 'JtWJ «al f¥ 

f*|t w aai fa att ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How could he say that it was not spent? 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Witness c*3 c«mft ftff 8t«1 
Cf«ai si ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of inference. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI : Sir, question answer 
witness C*ffl referred Cft'TCf I 

Mr. SPEAKER: That means that nothing was spent. 

Removal of headquarters of Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 
from Chinsura to Howrah. 

61. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-opei alive Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
meiit be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that the head ofliee ol Howiah-c*////-Hooghly-ri/m-Bankuia is 
situated at Chinsura; 

(it) that it causes inconvenience to the inhabitant* of Howrah and 
Bankura and even of the majority of the j**ople of Hooghly; 
and 

(Hi) that the people of Bankura have to go to Chinsura rw Howrah? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Jlon'ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of shifting the office of the Assistant Registrar of this 
Division to a more convenient place, preferably Howrah city? 

The Htft’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) U) # Yes. 
(it) No. 

(Hi) They may go either via Howrah or via Chinsura. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Number of members of different communities in each union area. 


62. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hon’ hie 
Miniver in charge of the Home (Political) Department be pleased to 
state whether Government in any department have the figures of 
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Christians and Tains, union by union, 
for each district of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to say whether the Government have figures of different communities, 
subdivision by subdivision, for each district? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government have got no 
other statistics beyond those published in the census lepoit. 

Report of the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee. 

63. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the llnn’hle 
Mini ster in charge of the Agneultuie and Indus! lies Department be 
pleased — 

(a) to lay on the (aide copies of the reports hitherto made 1>\ the 
Bengal Industrial Suivey Committee since the ioimation of 
the Committee together with a statement of the actions 
taken thereon; and 

(/;) to state wlmt recommendations, if anv, the Committee hau‘ 
made in the light of the new situation denied b\ the war 
for ptomoting industries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : (tf) The ('ommittee have 
submitted two interim reports on (1) Marketing of Cottage industries’ 
products, and (2) Electrical development in Bengal. These repmts are 
now under the consideration of t lie Agriculture and Indust lies and 
Commerce and Labour Departments, respectively. I regret that it will 
not be in the public interest to lay copies of the reports on the table as 
requested until these have been fully considered by Government and 
decisions taken thereon. , 

(h) It does not appear that the Committee have made an\ such 
recommendations as yet. 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to part 
(It) of the answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the terms of reference of the Committee require them to make 
any such recommendation or not? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not sure. There 

must have been some instructions to the Committee. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is no question of 
assumption. The Hon’ble Minister has saitl in the answer “It does 
not appoa* that the Committee have made any such recommendation as 
yet,”. Am I to understand that the Committee is competent to make 
any such recommendations unde? the terms of leference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. the question was to 
moke a statement as to what re< oiiiniondation*. it an\ . the Committee 
have made in the light of the new situation created by t tie war for 
promoting industries. Sir, 1 think, theie was no such redolence so 
far as this is concerned because nobody foresaw that war will break 
out 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUJFM: Will the Hon’ble 
Min ister tie pleased to slate wh\ in the last session he took shelter 
behind the appointment of this Committee? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not aiise here. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What othei steps do Gov- 
ernment projK»se to take for the promotion of indu>t i ie* in tlie void 
created b\ the war? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a 1 arge question 
which I cannot answer off-hand. 

Non-payment of salary to primary school teachers in Nandi gram. 

64. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that primary 
school teachers of Nandigram jmliee-stntion in the district of Bogra 
are not getting t heir pay since March, 1JKW? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when free piimary 
schools are likelv to he started in the nnions^under Nandigram police- 
station, Bogra? 

The Hpn’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I have no such inbjrraa- 
tion. 

(b) When free primary education is introduced in the district of 
Bogra consequent on the imposition of education cess. 
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Granting of gratuity to tho family of tha lata poat Ashraf Ali Khan 

65. Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Is the Hon’bh 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(t) that poet Ashraf Ali Khan cut short his life by taking opiun 
due to extreme poverty and starvation; and 

(ii) that he has left a family without any one to look aftei and 
support them? 

(6) If the answer to ( a)(ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaded to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of granting gratuity to the helpless family of the 
deceased ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take to help the poor and helpless literary men 
of Bengal? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(i) I am told so 
(ii) I have no definite information. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Provision has already been made by Government for granting 
literary provisions in deserving cases. 

Submission of a memorial by Work-8arkars of the Communications 
and Works Department to the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge. 

66. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Work-Sarkars of Communications and 
Works Department sent a memorial to the Hon’ble Minister of Com- 
munications and Works Department through the proper channel in 
January, 1939? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of it? 

(c) Has any action been taken on the said memorial? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take in the 
matter ? 

Tht Hoft’blt Maharaja 6RI6CHANDRA NANDY, of Coosimbazar: 

(o)Tes, several memorials have been received. 

(5) A copy has been placed on the Library table. 

(<*) and ( d ) The matter is under consideration. 
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Adjournment Motion. 

• »< 

Mr# 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I gave notice 
of an adjournment motion to which you have been pleased to give your 
consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not read it. I have got it. I will just 
ask Sir Nazimuddin about it. 

The Hon’Me Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on principle I 
object, because the question of policy of the Government about the 
Defence of India Act was discussed in an adjournment motion the other 

aUt ^ ^ an * v ftc ‘tion taken by Government under the 

law cannot be discussed afterwards by means of an adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was discussed in the previous adjournment 
motion ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The policy behind the 
Defence of India Act. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: No, no. 

The Hon 9 ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry, Sir. The 
other ground is that this is a question which is not of sufficient import- 
ance and urgency as to suspend the normal business of the day. Action 
has been taken only against one paper anil that is nrcording to law as 
prevalent in Bengal, and unless it can be shown that there hus lieen a 
number of similar action, 1 do not think that there is any justification 
for it. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, the first ground on 
which we propose to move the adjournment motion is that it is a flagrant 
abuse of the powers given by the Defence of India Act and the Rules 
thereunder. Secondly, the Hon’ble the Home Minister suggests that 
there is only one instance; but that instance, I submit, Sir, is suffi- 
cient foi the purpose of drawing the attention of the House to the 
seriousness of the issue involved. I do understand and appreciate that 
while we are in the midst of the general discussion on the Budget, it 
may not be possible to have the discussion on the adjournment motion 
this evening. But if this evening is unsuitable or to-morrow evening 
is unsuitable, I do suggest on behalf of this side of the House thdt we 
should sit on Saturday having regard to the urgency and seriousness 
of the matter 
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Mr. SPEAKER} Why not discuss it on the General Administration 
Budget ? 

to ‘ 

Mr. SAftAT CHANDRA BOSE: It is too serious a matter. That 
will mean that other matters which are fairly important will be shut 
out. This is a serious matter which really demands an adjournment 
motion and 1 hoj>e the Government does not intend to shirk a discus- 
sion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: We are perfectly willing 
and we will be very glad to discuss it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Basu, I want to l>e clear on this point, 
namely, urn want to raise it on the issue that it is an abuse of powers 
under the Defence of India Act. Is that the issue? * 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 [bat is one of the issues 
certainly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not think \ou can raise too many issues. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: No, Sir. But within the frame- 
work of the resolution the different considerations which will arise for 
discussion will eertninh be relevant, in my submission, to this adjourn- 
ment motion. The motion is on one particular definite matter, hut 
different considerations might arise in discussing that definite matter 
of urgent public importance. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: One issue should he that it is a specific matter of 
recent occurrence. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Undoubtedly if is a specific 
matter of recent occurrence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But do \ou mean to sa\ that whene\er any action 
is taken by Government under the Defence of India Act, an adjourn- 
ment motion is permissible? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If it is of grave importance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to satisfy myself on one point. The free 
exercise of the powers under the Defence of India Act is npt a matter 
for adjournment motion. What is the specific case here which makes 
it desirable that this matter should he treated as an adjournment 
motion ? 
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SANT08H KUMAR BASUs Sir. so f«l ns (his particular 
occasion is concerned, it is the question of the liberty of \|te press that 
is involved. A newspaper of great importance, one of 4 he leading 
dailies of Calcutta, has been visited with this order and in consequence 
it had to susjKMid publication of editorial article*. That also is men- 
tioned in the written statement which I have submitted. Sir, that is 
a matter which certainly requires consideration by the House in an 
adjournment motion. It is a matter of general public importance. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite realise your point, and 1 am quite prepared 
to consider tbe admissibility of it, provided you definitely tell me what 
are tbe issues or what is the matiei which you are going to discuss, 
because 1 do not want to go beyond that. 1 have no power to go 
btj^ond that. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : The issue which we shall put 
forward is the order which ha* been served upon tbe Kditor of the 
“Hindusf ban St, unlaid” and in so tar a* it indicates the policy of the 
Gournment with legard to *urh matters, that also might incidentally 
come in tor consideration 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do understand your point The onlv matter 
for which tin* motion can he brought i* about the abuse oi powei for 
curtailing the liberty of the flics* 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That 1 haw* stated already. 

Mr. SPEAKER : That i* an issue which can be admissible. The 
adjournment motion will be confined to that issue. Is there any objec- 
tion to it ? Those who are in favour of leave being granted will rise in 
their seats. 

(Some members rose in their seats and a count was taken.) 

In view of the fact that more than o0 members have risen, I bold 
that the motion is in order, and I fix the motion to be taken up imme- 
diately after the prawr adjournment, because 1 do not think it will be 
of any use to take up the motion now as there are only two minutes left 
for ihe prayer adjournment. 

The motion before the House is that The*busim\ss of the Assembly 
do stand adjourned to consider a definite mutter of urgent public 
importance, namely , tbe action of tbe Government in issuing the order 
No. dated the 17th February, 1940, under clause (n \ suWrule 

(7) of rule 41 of the Defence of India Rules, directing the Kditor of the 
“Hindusthan Standard” that all editorial articles commonly known ag 
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leading articles intended for publication in the paper shall, before being 
published i%ihe newspaper “Hindusthan Standard”, be submitted for 
scrutiny to the Special Press Adviser, Calcutta, for a period of three 
months from the date of service of the said order. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned till 6-20 p.m.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move that 
the business of the Asembly do stand adjourned to consider a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, namely, the action of the Govern- 
ment in issuing the order No. 1052 P., dated the 17th February, 1940, 
under clause (a) sub-rule (/) of rule 41 of the Defence of India Rul$s, 
directing the Editor of the “Hindusthan Standard” that all editorial 
articles commonly known as leading articles intended for publication 
in the paper shall, before being published in the newspaper 
“Hindusthan Standard”, be submitted for scrutiny to the Special Press 
Adviser, Calcutta, for a period of three months from the date of service 
of the said order. . 

Sir, when this morning in the “Hindusthan Standard” I found this 
order printed on the front page, I was looking for some indication in 
that order itself as to the reasons which actuated the Government of 
Bengal to take this most extraordinary step against one of the leading 
dailies of Calcutta. Sir, as a lawyer I have been accustomed to deal 
with and to come across executive orders which for the time being seek 
to curtail the liberty of individuals, but in almost all these cases a 
preamble is attached to that order for the purpose of indicating to the 
victim of that order what it was that actuated the powers that be to take 
such a drastic step against the person who has been singled out for 
executive favour of that particular kind. In the present case there is 
no indication whatsoever as to what was the reason why the Government 
of Bengal considered it necessary to take such an unprecedented step 
against the “Hindusthan Standard”. I find, Sir, on a reference to 
the Defence of India Rules under which this action is purported to have 
been taken, that in the preamble it has been set out “Whereas an 
emergency has arisen which renders it necessary to provide for special 
measures to ensure the public safety and interest and the defence of 
British India and for the trial of certain offences”. I thought that pro- 
bably the action of the “Hindusthan Standard” might come within the 
purview of this preamble and that this particular newspaper might have 
been guilty of some action or some publication — publication of some 
new# or editorial which would bring it within the necessity of safe- 
guarding public safety and the interest of the defence of British India. 
And I also looked into the different items enumerated in section 2 of 
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the Ordinance No. 5 of 1939— and I found it stated— “Without pre- 
judice to the generality of the powers conferred by sub-section (/), the 
rules may provide for, or may empower any authority to* make orders 
providing for, all or any of the following matters, namely, (v) pre- 
venting the spreading without lawful authority or excuse of false 
reports or the prosecution of any purpose likely to cause disaffection or 
alarm, or to prejudice His Majesty’s relations with foreign powers, or 
to promote feelings of enmity and hatred between different classes of 
His Majesty’s subjects.’* 

Sir, I have been a fairly regular reader of the “Hindusthan 
Standard’’ and I do not find within my recollection that there was any 
publication of any editorial in this paper which would bring it within 
the mischief of this clause which alone could W considered to be at 
all relevant to this particular order which has been promulgated against 
them, because all other clauses relate practically to the prosecution of 
the war and contemplate measures which are necessary for the purpose 
of ensuring the due and successful prosecution of the war. 

Now’, Sir, I find that in this order, as I have said, there was no 
indication of the reasons which actuated the Government to promul- 
gate the order and bring the “Hindusthan Standard” within the mischief 
of these rules. Sir, I was told immediately before this adjournment 
motion w r as taken up by you that there was some report going round 
in this Assembly that the “Hindusthan Standard” w'iih guilty of having 
published some articles which might be considered to cause feelings of 
enmity and hatred between different classes of His Majesty’s subjects. 
I do not know what exactly is in the mind of the Government and I do 
not know what attitude the Hon’lde the Home Minister will take up 
in this matter but in bis reply 1 am expecting that he will vouchsafe 
to this Assembly some reasons for taking this most extraordinary action 
against a leading daily of Calcutta. Hut if I am to lake the rumour at 
its face value this action might probably have originated in an article 
which appeared in the “Hindusthan Standard” in criticism of some of 
the members of the Government and in that connection making some 
observations w’ith regard to the Moslem religion. Now, I find that on 
a subsequent day this particular newspaper came out with an editorial 
observation offering a complete apology for anything that might have 
appeared in that paper which might have hurt the feelings of our 
Moslem fellow-countrymen. Sir, I do not think that anything more 
could be expected of a responsible journal after what the editor had 
done in this matter; if for any reason objection was taken to any article 
which had found a place in the editorial columns of that newspaper it 
had made ample amends which could be made by a honourable and 
responsible journalist. Seeing that his observations might be open 
to mis construction, he came forward with an unqualified apology and 
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expressed regret particularly when his attention was drawn by some 
other journals of the .city. Those observations were conceived in a 
generous spirit, were conceived in a spirit of recognition of the impro- 
priety of the step, if I may say so, that this newspaper had taken in 
publishing the article in question. (A voice: Tan you read out this 
“ample apology”?) I am not here to read out that apology; let the 
Government come forward and say that it did not consider that apology 
ample and sufficient. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 may say that no member will be allowed to 
interrupt a speaker on any side of the House. I hope members will 
realise that if an\ question is to be asked, if an\ point is to be raised, 
it should he raised after the speaker has finished in the proper 
parliamentary way. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* If the apologists of Government 
would like to support the action of Government on the ground that the 
apology was not considered sufficient, (lien I think they stand self- 
condemned. If the case for Government is that this apology was not 
sufficient or ample, and that the action taken b\ them justifies the 
outrageous step of asking the editor of this paper to submit all its 
editorials for a period of three months to the scrutiny of the Special 
Press Adviser, then I think, there cannot he a worse condemnation of 
their action. 1 do not think that it can he contended for one moment 
that a journal against which only one single instance of any thing which 
might be characterised as a lapse for the time being lias been brought 
forward should be subjected to this extreme penalty of subjecting all 
its editorials to the scrutiny of (lie Special Press Adviser for a period 
of three months. I do not think that the present Government in their 
desire to ride rough-shod over the liberties of the people in every direc- 
tion has gone so far as in the present instance. Max I ask for a 
moment it there was not ample provision in the ordinary law of the 
land to pui sue this eiring journalist, it erring he was in a court of law? 
May 1 ask Government to consider whether if his action was unjusti- 
fiable he could not be proceeded against in a criminal court under 
section 1 A of the Indian Penal ('ode, for fomenting class hatred, for 
casting aspersions against a religion? There are other relevant sections 
also in the Penal (ode under which action could lie taken. And if 
after subjecting this article to judicial 'scrutiny it was found that it 
transgressed the limits of law then every right-minded man would have 
Stood by ihe Government in their attempt to punish him in the usual 
course of law. lfut that was not done by Government. Take again 
for Instance section J19A and the following sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code — those sections which in spite of popular opposition 
were embodied in the Criminal Procedure Code. They have invested 
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the government with the right to impose penalties upon a journal which 
according to them has published matters which would promote or were 
intended to promote feelings of enmitv or hatred between the different 
classes of His Majesty s subjects. 1'nder those .sections Government 
could have inflicted the penalty by way of imposing a security upon 
the journal and could have forfeited that security if an appropriate 
occasion arose, hut that would have given the victim of such an order 
the right to apply to the High Court and to obtain a decision setting 
aside the order of Government it it was found not in consonance with 
the requirements of ihe law. Therefore by this executive fiat thev have 
avoided all legal difficulties, they have avoided all attempts on the part 
ot the "victim to approach a court of law and seek a remedv there It 
is b\ means ot tins executive action that thev have taken power lot the 
Purpose of strangling the expression ot populai opinion lot a period of 
three months. 

Sii , I submit that this is an attempt on the puit ot Government to 
visit this journal which has never been tm ihe last tew vents in the 
good hooks ot the ptcsenl Mim.stiv to visit this jninual with such 
punishment as might he available to Government for the purpose of 
wreaking vengeance on the paper tor a period of three months, not in 
respect ot nnv particular article, because such action on the pail of the 
journalist was amenable to enneetion in a com I of law; but thev 
wanted to make an example ot such crilicism as might appear against 
them in of 1 mm newspapers of the dav . 

Sir. in this connection one may ask why lias this journal been singled 
out for such extreme) v drastic action? Are there not other journals 
in ihi> oil \ which dav in and dav out have been trampling under foot 
the wholesome piovision ot the law in the matter ot pievention of 
enmitv and hatied between the different < liisss of His Maje«tv’s 
subjects? Theie are oihet journals m this eitv and 1 make hold to 
sav—and manv members oi this House will hear me out when I miv 
that thev have been erjualiv guiltv in theii attempt to create disaffec- 
tion amongst the different classes of His Majestv’s subjects. 

(At this stage the member tear bed the time-limit and resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : sr^ TOufs toto 

Defence of India Act R wCs G'CflCl 7T? utVRT farnt 

“faV^TR ijV'bKbi'' 3? R 7 RUT«TT?TO fa$ 

C^TTO CUCU ^(3 ri SFTOT*T?Rr TO$ FR 1 3R RC*T? FRT 

OTCfl Ufa m ^rr$T RT*R TOTRT? 3RJ JORR Ffl STFRT aTOT 

*7* TORf UTOTt TO RTRR l «TOT RWR . STRTR? TO* 

ajro ur stur orrcitf, ■Qwtfus — cu* uu* uriot to rtcu sir? gra l qwi 
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ototcw to? apic? — otchT? nnj^t wrick? otot? ?j? «ci? kot 

unfa wr cot, toot a$?r K^Rfa cro? wsitt? stot? ware cwtt ot?to i # fa *5 

<9?Ot OTCW OTT?T WOT fTO? COTC? <fal CKG?T OT — *\*tW STfaCH? 

.jfotIpwi srjTtfl? wfcr tortIr p?n < 9 $ to ??*?? s^rtcs OTOffas ot ?5 ?ot 
wtcn? wktototot?! wOTmca? ot$c?t? cotc? ?j? sro? afwjr whit? ottt 
cotcoti wotto <9* nsfaCOT'ftr tot? ott <s *wfa? ott cottottcI war frown?? 
nf?fc3l f?R??R 'frTTOSfa fwjwr 4 *ck? TO fa WC? OT OTC? TFT WOT? TO 
ot to OTT?rt ®tto, to afcr «nro wjw. cotc? rofa c? TOf:TO>? ww tffw 

TOW f5*?7«fR ^T*TO" CtaWOT? OTCWFOT TORI CTO, TO OT, TO*tW>? 

Rlfcl <9 OTTfaTC? TOfCOTft C? TOTOTl?? nf?EF? f?C?TO OT fafa? CTO? 
wotck? ?<"twcw cOTOTOTt?^? to?t ot TOc? oti cototTOtrI frotrorro? 

faWTOfc? TOCOTSOT? SRT ?OaOT'*T faCOTIK, 9«TO® CKfa OT*fiCK? 

CW COTOTTTWt? COTOT? TO COTC?S 2T$CW S*TO WKOTFIW fafac? OT?TO OTCK? 
*$* fTO FRI COTOTOTW1C15 TO?, COTOTC* TOOTT?^ CTOK? &OT ?Tt*T Jffa 
*f*^fa a^OTF, $T*lKC?n ®C*TKC?2T nf*S55, OTJ fa 9C5TT — fp\J[ faOT? W <K j ^(T f&<* *l<I? 
TO CH«CT CTOT C? C?OTt? COTOT? TOT?; WT fa:*TCOT TO CTO? CTO! fa*\£ *tf c OT3OT 
OT?R^ ft m <9? C? plan &T fa«Q5 TOtTO! nwfaCTOfaS fa?* 

CTjfRi I. B., report, tile, Committee OTJ fa?;; TOffafa *R?T$- 

nfo? «VHfaf? OTfaOTfa TO5 OTT5TT? COTOT? TO <9OT K^, fOTT TOT <f i HCH^ fT^TO l 
?fa W5TT Sft ?fa OT? 3TOR \5 ®Rfa ?OT^ <PC? ?*? TOT faC^T I CW WOT 

4TOC*T C?C^ fro TOT ^P^TC? ?T TO2TTO? TOT I CW OT TOT 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid you are not discussing what the 
“iiindusthun Standard” wrote. You are discussing a general question. 
If you discuss what the “llindusthan Standard” wrote, I am prepared 
to allow, hut I am not prepared to allow the debate to degenerate 
into a general discussion. 

MR. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: wife WTO, ?*Xff 
W WTTOT fa?C? C? ?1fa OT? OT& afOTTR € WTCOTOTTT faRTOTR 

WT CTOTOI ®rrfa COTOT 5Tt C? <a? SRTt l?*\KR ^POTCOT? Sn? <95 

^fOT5 1 WOT OTF^fC?^? TO OTTR? 9 «TOTRlfa? WV^ CTOC5 ??COT ?^f S CWTCOT TO l 

C4ROT — A tyrant is never in want of a plea fa^£ ?fa ^hIhoH 

mmm p5c?t? ctoto ott?r, ottot otto fssiwra cro wrorTRit wf? otu 

9OT OTOTTO ?fa OTTO Sfa WTCTOOT? 51? TOOT OT COTOT OTC? OTTO '\5*UH*oC4 
TO t> TOT COT TOW l ^TfOTTO CTO? OTPtW? ?^T C41CHC5? OTOT1 

OTTtOT? — OTOTTO 'jihPVmJ . — OT «T^OT OTTO TO WOTOTT COTSOR, fOT^ OTTTO 
TOIWfl^ fa, faTO OT? fa*V«fR ^?OTV, WfOTI fOTOT, OT? OT? WTJ? ^fat? faCOT, 
C? OT?T OT5l TO tOTOTW fat?, ?TTI C?TO ?*fOT ?T? OT TO. OT?T C? fTORli 
fro OTfa W COTTO COT*?^?! (laughter) TOtOTOT CTO WJCl 
«HQ? OTXN C3C? fOT? TOT 1 C*t*TO ?fa W; fOTTO fat?, ?HI TO OT?, TO «OT 

OT?, TOOT OT?, OT? OT? <fTO ^8R JPTtOT OTEC? OT, OTTO COT-^faU . 

■ ^ # 
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Mr. SPEAKER I am afi^4 you cannot Itfistuss generalJy. You 
have got to confine yourself to what the “Hindusthan Standard*' wrote. 
I cannot allom, a general discussion about newspapers. 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: TOT, Sir, «TTf*r *?TOTl? 
ctwj* i tot ?r *?r ?c?w. *r* sri at Mia? 

TOIC5Q OT* *?T 5C? l TO ft TOTS* «(«nW> W W ?TT?T SRTTORT 

*C?W, CTOT*tf*tOTC? 3T TOW WltSRT C3 OT? 4*^1?! 3 *?T 

WfC2TT~-p3t MXt ?f? M331? SR^TO CFTC? 5WR OT5C* Z I ^XT* 

W ??*T3 C*T? TOTO?t MF? ?T3? ?TI C*??r 3<Xfo to TOTO? 
*?Wtt ?Tf* violence a? to *?T TO I a 3^f ?*? ?? I WTO 

?T3l$ tor?? ?T TOR OT to TOTO? ?FTO« violence 

totc?? i tot *rrra ctor* *3?*n?rs nf?*TO r to OTt?t rn^c?? ?r i 

ftj'mte OTteT? *?T? TO«t to^ST? ^T*W^S TO C? ?? ?Rl?T a*?T 

RT*f^5T? \5T?T S^Tt C*TC?W? $*T4T f3> 5TTC5RR -5Tf"3 , ?T?T* •CPTR SClbS, TOt 
Tot ?rf* ottto cut? otto $n*m to tos wtc? cto to. Tout 

f*to*? t Store?? srrfoi a?MC< "Stt^t^ c? fasj*? 

fas^r aro c*rc?w?, to? n? ft? otto c? 0^3 ^rtourt cftww?. to 

otto to «rc? wicmw 1 ?n$>t 3iTnro c? *t$?£t? tot 

CMC3W3, 3TT* ?Tf* TORT R-eJtS'T*! *Tt? ?T C?TC* OTff? ?f, C?t *TtC?? *?C3 
to ^ gR *jTP5Tto CTO TOT 3toT3 $5TW? I ( Shame, Shame ) ?f? ffTOT? 
■STPOTCV? CTO 3?R TOTT? WTC? «flt* WTCRI TOTTTO TO to? WTO TOOT I 

TOTT? ®(T? C?*ft 33T3T? C?t I $nn* faR^FT? 'ftTPOTCy*? TOC? 3FaT* 

CTO? $?TOT?C?? TO 3?T?* TOTO C?«?T WTOW. 3ft, Uft TOT ?Tt* 9R- 

STTTOC^t? atotJRTT^ TOtoft C?TO 35T? CTO? TOTO TO^t? RT?T BTTto 

TOW I 5T^?F 3fl5f?t«R^^ C3 a^T TO^TO? ?T CTOT? WTTO? 

TOt a^T $wr to? to 5? ?TTTO?t STO WTOWl CRTRT 3CTO, 
fM[gT^3 I ? I 5 ' C R ? TORT<to ^tVZ CSTTO^FT? f??JR Sits? CW? 9RT 

CTO TOTCTO TOT^Fl? 2T?R ?R CTO? WTO CTO TOTt C?TO? ScMR. C?TO? 
TOTWf? WtoTO 9FOTTTOC c T? Sltot? H?P3Hfb? ?HTOTO? ?J?R 5^? C?TT? 
at ?FTto CTO? C?TTOR I WCt TO?T TO aC?TTO TOtw I C?TO? 

TOWt at??R Slto? 31351? SCSI CHTOTO? W ?C?T , T f T 1 5C , 3? ^f? CTOT 
37^*1 ?®?T 5t^ I 

fg^H T R ■S iT p 5T5 4 ?t? CTO TOT CTO? TO*. S'WTOC'T? ^TWT 1 ? f??^C3 t 
OTTO OTT* *nf^ mu WT*I .*T?T TORrttort? TOR TO TOT? TOT? &T*T 
C? r ff OT? CTO? TO*? OTTO 3RTT? TO?*1? St MR CTOHW toWSOT? *?T 5? ?TI 
JQSi Tt JRTWTTRT STOT 5«?T? C?T?T ?TWE TOTTO at TOC?? ffS? TO Pf^ 
6RTT? ®ITW1 aiv?i aTO? 3I?1 *Ttf — 3*?^? \5*iT5 *iTvTft C 3 TW — at c? a*5T 
nWB? >WT, WTOT SRT? WCT? fl^TT W«f*H ( laughter ) JlmitHf 

M<lN ff TOR R TO fsn; HCTTOt HT^(BI RClft? W tf. — WW 
TOt .6VT — Bit tot . B1XR f. A*R WH ^ItWtT BTOJT? ^rtBT tl^ 

TOtmro nmror atcW. tor oirot frv«R |imrt ^fnr *tob »?i 
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=nr, #«iww to <hw *tu to stto tototo 

TO »tjp( <*HX^ fllTOS'H CTOW TO TOG TO? fwi 

41 RK top heavy administration U OTfTO CKTO *m*m i^WTO*TO SFSR 
CTOTCFTI CTOF1 WTO t<f (H5 C4df5 TOHlfa TO? TOi TOR •Tit', 

fTO ^lt, ^Tt, TOTFt OTTO afU W8RR* ?FTTO SRT&TFt TOWl TOT 

I 5j?<TWfl< <PTOT< 3TOT? OTTF Wf*TT? 3 ®JjT WTCC 

TOT U l CatSRT 4$ x tTO^<fTO : W $3TT "TTOTOfe TO Wl'CflCt OT foft 


(Here the member reached the time limit and resumed his seat.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I should give this warning to the different 
speakers that we have bareh time for n speakers to speak: so members 
will please take note of that. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, 1 beg to accord m\ whole-hearted 
support to the motion of adjournment moved by out DepuU leader, 
Mr. Sanloslt Kumar Basil. 1 hope tin* llon ble the Home Minister will 
pardon me if 1 begin by talking about him a hit humorouslv . At times 
J wonder whether we should not pronounce his name a little differently 
from what we generally do — whether we should nnl pronounce it as one 
would do the same word in hermany to-day. “Sir Xaziinuddin" might 
as well be called “Sir Natzimuddin" without an\ injustice being done 
to the Hon’ble the Home Minister. That would be more appropriate. 
Sir, I do say with all the emphasis at my command that b\ his recent 
utterances, gestures and actions Sir Nazim is bidding fair to be a good 
Nazi indeed lie is bidding fair to otit-Nazi a Nazi. Not satisfied wdth 
whisking away a dozen peaceful citizens of Calcutta only the other day 
on a pretext that has no legs to stand upon, lie is now determined to 
muzzle the nationalist press of Bengal almost violently. If this 
method of administration is not t he gangster method of administration 
I do not know what it is. dust think for a moment about the ban — 
tiie extraordinary ban put on the “Hindusthan Standard *. This 
; ban, 1 beg to submit, lias an extraordinary family resemblance to the 
rule issued in the t \ ear 1818 by Lord Hastings — a sort of an ordinance 
promulgated in those days just to muzzle the rising press of the time. 
The rule says that t he proof-sheets of all newspapers including supple- 
ments and all extra publications must be previously sent to the Chief 
Secretary for revision. Sir, let me point out to the House, agd I am 
sure that it is known at -least to some members in this House, that 
since 1818 — to be more accurate since 1828, till to-day this rule has 
been applied orily once and that in the year 1828. This rule was not 
used even in the tumultuous time of the Sepo\ Mutiny. There was no 
simifar ordinance in (Treat Britain or in India during the last war. 
No such rule was promulgated or used during those days of the w*ar 
when the “Eniden” was carrying on havoc in the Bay of Bengal, and 
when guns were booro^g near the coasts of India. But what *do we 



I ADJOURNMENT ^0T10N. # 305 

flna to-day? Why after ‘more than 100 years the Government have 
th^ht it necessary to promulgate an ordindf^ of this nature-an 
ordinance which I will characterise as a lawless law. I am not noinir 
to discuss why -farut I would call the law a lawless law. 1 may merely 
mention that a law which is not based on the will of the people -a law 
that does not speak the people's mind and a law that does not embody 
the people s will is not a law. It i.s an executive tint which mav at 

times be disobeyed and history has shown that there is nothing wromr 
about it. 

Now, Sir, may 1 ask what was the occasion to take actum under 
the Defence of India Rules in Bengal P What has happened really in 
Bengali Far far away from the booming of guns in Bengal, there 
are no frontier tribes to fight against, no Fakir of Ipi to deal with. 
In the North-West Frontier Province where there are frontier tribes 
and where there is the Fakir of Ipi no such measure 1ms been found 
necessary. But why in Bengal P And then what has the “Hindusthan 
Standard done to deserve this severe punishment from Government P 
Has the “Ilindusthan Standard” written anything to incite the people 
of this province to violence P If it has done so, the arm of law— the 
ordinary law of the land — is long enough and strong enough to catch 
and punish the erring editor. Why then they tuke shelter under the 
extraordinary lawless law called the Defence of India Rules P That 
is the question. 

Let me, Sir, tell the House one thing through \ou. The 
Ilindusthan Standard has written no editorial this morning and has 
left the editorial space blank. Ilns blank editorial space speaks 
volumes. This hlank editorial of the “Ilindusthan Standard" is a 
warning to the people who ought to know better. If the Government 
want to muzzle the press, if the Government want to muzzle 
the people, if the Government want to stifle genuine public 
opinion which demands free expression in the country 
Government must repent one day and that day is not very 
distant. I am sure that no one in this House will be able to point out 
one single sentence in any editorial written in the “Ilindusthan 
Standard" which can be interpreted as incitement to violence. That 
is the main point. Unless people talk of violence, unless people incite 
others to violence, what is the necessity or justification for using an 
ordinance — an ordinance not approved by this Legislature, an ordinance 
not promulgated by the Provincial Government, an ordinance that 
comes from the Central Government. I say there is no justification 
for taking action under this ordinance. I submit, Sir, that the Bengal 
Government have done an act of grave injustice to the nationalist press 
of India — an injustice for which Government will havte to repent — a 
grievous wrong which must be righted immediately in the best interest 

of the country 

* > 
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With these words, Sir, I once again accord my whole-hearted 
support to the motiom-^of adjournment moved bv^our Deputy Leader, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, it is unfortunate that I should be 
called upon to deliver my maiden speech in the heat and turmoil of a 
political discussion. Nevertheless, I feel that I have got to join issue 
with certain remarks and observations made by members of the Oppo- 
sition in connection with an article against which the Government of 
Bengal has taken action. 

The “Hindusthan Standard” and for the matter of that, an\ other 
journal in the province or in the world is quite at liberty to criticise 
any policy or measure of t he Government, but in the name of the liberty 
of the press, in the name of freedom of the press, in the name of free- 
dom of thought, in the name of nationalism, and in the name of all those 
high-sounding words which have been quoted wholesale from the texts 
of Europe and America, this journal should not la* allowed to cast 
serious reflections not merely upon a system of Government in the most 
outrageous and provoking manner, but to create class hatred, thus com- 
plicating the whole situation, poisoning the springs of life, vitiating 
and corrupting the whole atmosphere and postponing the day of our 
salvation. 

Sir, in all the various speeches that I have delivered from time 
to time during the lust 20 years, I have always pleaded for better 
understanding and dee|>er reconciliation between communities and 
communities. 1 have tried to pave the way for that inter-communal 
harmony and }>euce which is the cry in this much distracted agitated 
land of ours. But when we find that forces are arrayed, and ranged, 
for condemning and denouncing the Government for the just action 
they have taken not to stifle freedom of the press, but to discourage 
the mischievous and nefarious activities of a dirty journal, we cannot 
but strongly approve of their action. 

Muslims might tolerate, any Government might tolerate other 
things, but not this encroachment upon the cultural traditions, the 
sacred and inviolable rights of the community. Sir, the hectoring, 
arrogant, insolent attitude as reflected in the writings and editorials 
of this paper has been responsible for class hatred and bitterness between 
the various communities, of Bengal. Any civilised Government which 
will have the courage to stop all these nefarious articles will have the 
eucouragemep^, support and sympathy of every right-thinking and 
sensible citiaen. We have condemned Hitler and Mussoloni. There 
is nothing to choose to-day between Hitler’s Naaisrn and Russian 
Communism. In the name of Communism, in the name of socialism, 
in the nanje of N&aiam, half a doaen tyrants are still non trying to 
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dominate the whole world. The Congress which has proved despite its 
professions of sympathy and good-will, more hectoring, more arrogant, 
more insolent so far as the other nationalists are concerned. 

v 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Is that in order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry. Mr. Baddruddoja, you are going out 
of the limits of this adjournment motion. 


Mr. SYED BADDRUDDOJA: Sir, these articles create disaffection 
not only against this Government established by law and order, but go 
still further. At a time when the British Government is in a state of 
war with the belligerent nations of.Kurope, articles like this encourage 
the detestable features of eommurj^m which every sensible and right- 
thinking man should condemn and reprobate. We can tolerate any 
fair criticism of Governmental measures, but we cannot tolerate or 
encourage in any wa\ this reckless and wanton encroachment upon 
our religious rights and traditions which wounds our feelings and 
does terrible violence to our sentiments. 

Sir, we have not encroached upon others’ religious rights. This 
Government have never l>een responsible for curtailing the religious 
liberties ot the Hindus of Bengal, yet this journal goes to the length 
of saying, nay, attacking the Hon’hle Mr. Kazlul Huq who has been 
responsible for protecting the rights and lil»erties of the various com- 
munities in Bengal and providing adequate facilities and opportunities 
for their self-expression and giving them a chance to contribute to the 
political and social evolution of the common motherland. But while 
discussing, while criticising, while condemning the prcsenl Govern- 
ment, the journal has absolutely no business to go out of its way to cast 
reflection upon our religious traditions, to take lil>erties with Allah 
and Gabriel. 

Sir, in the name of civilisation and culture, in the name of truth, 
in the name of all that is sublime and grand in human life, in the name 
of nationalism, in the name of humanity itself, much worse tyranny 
is being perpetrated than even by the Nazis. Hitler has at any rate 
the logical consistency of being honest in his naked brutality; but we 
find that in the name of nationalism • 

Mr. M..SHAMSUDOIN AHMED: Sir, is this in order? 

Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. Mr. Baddruddoja, you must confine 
yourself to the subject-matter of the adjournment motion. 
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Mr. 8YED BADDRUDDOJA: Sir, I feel that I had been slightly 
irrelevant to the point. (Laughter from Opposition Benches.) But 
it is no use laughing, it is no use interrupting. My friends on the other 
side belong to a school of thought that has even sought to deprive other 
communities and nationalities in India of their legitimate rights and 
liberties. They have gone to the length of imposing at the point of 
the bayonet their political theories and ideals upon the Muslims. Sir, 
I .was just referring to the fact simply to illustrate the point that this 
is not the first journal of its kind, this is not the first article of its kind, 
this is not the first utterance of its kind, this is not the first effusion 
of its kind, that is responsible for this class hatred. Any civilised 
Government will have the sympathy of all right-thinking men to dis- 
courage, and to check the vagaries of this journal, so that peace and 
tranquillity might prevail in this land, so that Muslims and Hindus 
and all classes and communities who are dreaming of a better Bengal, 
u happier Bengal, a prosperous Bengal, can achieve the consummation 
of the ideal, can achieve that cherished goal of peace and harmony. 
Therefore, in the interests of peace and harmony, in the interests of 
peaceful working of this Government, in the interests of law and order 
in the interests of rights and liberties of all communities, we have got 
to oppose the adjournment motion that has l>een moved this evening. 


Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when we 
were discussing the resolution on war a few months ago we had occasion 
to refer to the passing of the Defence of India Act and the possible 
operation of the rules framed thereunder in a manner prejudicial to 
the interests of the public at lurge. Sir, we thought that when that 
resolution was passed we Mould have some direct proof of the anxiety 
of the Hon’ble Ministers and their supporters to help in the prosecution 
of the war on behalf of Bengal or of India. We thought that if the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister by reason of his age would be debarred from 
directly participating, at any rate it was quite possible that the Hon'ble 
the Home Minister would lead a national army of Bengal in defence of 
freedom and progress! But. Sir (interruption by the Hon’ble Mr. H. 
S. Suhrawardy). The Hon’ble the Finance Minister interrupted me. 
I left him out of account because I know, Sir, that in times of war it 
will be difficult to take the Hon’ble the Finance Minister into anybody’s 
confidence, because people know lie is rather irresponsible for keeping 
State secrets. But, Sir, ’that is neither* here nor there. 

We find, Sir, that during the last three months the Defence of 
India Act and the Rules framed thereunder have been deliberately 
applied by the present Government for curtailing the liberty of persons 
and the freedom of the press. Sir, I make myself bold to make the 
statement and if the Hon’ble the Home Minister desires to controvert 
it, I would ask him to set up an independent commission of enquiry to 
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find out as to the real motives which lay behind the passing of orders 
undter the Defence of India Act and the Rules framed thereunder. 

Sir, why were these rules passed, why this Act was at all passed 
by the Central Legislature? The object was that in view of ti state 
of emergency certain special powers had to be given to the Central 
Government and the Provincial Government, but it was made clear 
that all those special provisions would be applied not for the purpose 
of suppressing in an arbitrary manner any legitimate expression of 
opinion or activity but only in respect of matters relating to war, to 
the maintenance of public peace and tranquillity affecting the prosecu- 
tion of such war. But what do wo find? We find that repeated oppor- 
tunities have been taken by the present Ministry to apply the provisions 
of the Defence of India Rules to matters which could have no connec- 
tion whatsoever with the prosecution of war. 1 shall not refer here to 
the action taken by Government against individual persons, because 
that does not fall within the puniew of the present adjournment 
motion, hut I shall say that certain newspapers have l>een deliberately 
selected by the Government, whose policy had not la'en favourable to 
the policy adopted by the present Ministry, and there has been an 
organised attempt to suppress the legitimate expression of public 
opinion. (Mr. Jooksh Cimndh* Gcita: Shame, shame.) Whether 
such a newspaper belonged to an organisation which was against the 
policy of the Government and which might or might not have been 
owned by a Hindu, the order was applied. Whether the matter related 
to questions like the reading of Hindu boys and girls in maktabs— a 
matter which could possibly have nothing to do with the war, an order 
was passed on the “Ananda Bazar Patrika” warning that newspaper 
from publishing information regarding such matter and demanding 
as to from whom such information had been obtained. I ask, Sir,- 

Mr# 8PEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, I am sorry to interrupt you, but 
that is not the subject-matter of the present adjournment motion. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, the “Hindusthan 
Standard” and the “Ananda Bazar Patrika” are under the same 
management; I hope, Sir, that you will permit ine to raise the general 
question in an indirect manner. After all, Sir, what is the charge 
that has been made by the Government against the “Hindusthan 
Standard”? We do not know that. It is ^iot an isolated attack on 
the “Hindusthan Standard”; it is merely an example. I say that the 
policy of Government has been to carry on a campaign of repression 
against newspapers whom it does not like. 

Thi Hoft*bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: On a point of order, 
Sir. Are you prepared tp accept that? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am putting it in- 
directly. I am not going into details, but I am just pointing out that 
the Defence of India Rules have been misapplied deliberately, and the 
“Hindusthan Standard’ ’ is merely an instance. There have been eases 
of other newspapers which have been made to suffer like this. (The 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimtjddin : Name them.) I can mention the 
^Amrita Bazar Patrika”, “Jugantar”, “Matribhumi”. Do you want 
any more? But not the “Star of India” or the “Azad”, (laughter from 
the Don great* Benches) which have carried on a systematic policy of 
attacks on Hindus. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid. Dr. Mookerjee, you cannot mention 
other papers. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The Hon’ble the Home 
Minister asked me for some information and so 1 have supplied him 
with the information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are both at fault! (Laughter.) 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 just want to say bow this 
policy of misapplication of the Defence of India Rules has been carried 
on. In one case I issued a statement along with Mr. B. C. Chatterji 
with regard to certain repressions on the Hindus in some parts ot 
the province. That statement apj>eared in the press under my 
signature, and 1 take, Sir, the fullest responsibility for every single 
statement made therein. If there is a single statement made therein 
for which (Government thinks that I have violated the provisions of 
the law 1 ask the Government to proceed against me in the proper 
manner, but what did the Ministry do? The Ministry called upon a 
particular newspaper which published comments on that statement and 
warned it against future repetition of such publication. I ask when 
the Ministry violated the same procedure, when the llon'ble Mr. Fazlul 
Huq’s statement appeared in the columns of “The Statesman” from 
day to day, where were the Defence of India Rules? Why were they 
not applied for publishing news similar to what was published in the 
Indian-owned papers. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from Opposition 
Benches.) 

With regard to this particular article, I would appeal to the House 
— let us consider this matter dispassionately. I would certainly say 
that none of us, whether we are Hindus or Muslims or Christians, 
should say anything or do anything which might wound the religious 
feelings of any community. (A member: Thank you.) If yott thank 
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me sincerely then I wish you prod-speed ‘(laughter) but you do not 
thank me sincerely. That is my attitude with regurd to the general 
question. If any particular newspappr has published any article which 
unintentionally has wounded the feelings of a particular community, 
what does that newspaper do? The newspaper publishes an apology. 
May I cite, Sir, a parallel case? What did not Hon’ble Mr. Failul 
Huq do at Jubbulpore? What sort of speech did he deliver? Will 
you scrutinise that statement and try to satisfy yourself whether it 
comes within the purview of the Defence of India Rules? Was not that 
spread of class hatred? Rut what did he do? He handsomely 
apologised to the public of Bengal. Will the Government of Bengal 
now proceed to take steps against the llon'ble Mr. Furl ul Huq under 
the Defence of India Rules or the Indian Penal Code? No, because 
he has apologised and you accept his apology ! But what do we find 
with regard to the “Ilindusthan Standard”? Supposing that an article 
has been written which has wounded the religious feelings of a com- 
munity and an apology is published in the same paper, will you accept 
the apology? Certainly not, because it is the “Ilindusthan Standard”, 
and you would like to have an opportunity of crushing that newspaper! 
What is the order that you puss? Will the House refer to rule 41? 
Rule 41 says: “If, in the opinion of the Provincial Government, it 
is necessary or expedient for the enforcement of these rules, the Pro- 
vincial Government may, bv order addressed to a printer, publisher, 
or editor, or to punters, publishers and editors generally, — require 
that all matter, or any matter relating to a particular subject or class 
of subjects, shall, before being published in any document or class of 
documents, be submitted for scrutiny to an authority sjieeified in the 
order”. 

Now, Sir, I find that it is under rule 41 (/) that the order has been 
passed by the Government of Bengal. What is the order? It is 
that all editorial articles are to be placed before the Special Press 
Adviser for scrutiny under this rule. I ask, Sir, is it covered by the 
rule itself? It says, “any matter relating to a particular subject 
or class of subjects”. The Government of India was not troubling 
itself about the internal worries and difficulties of the Ministry of 
Bengal. The Government of India was thinking about matters relat- 
ing to war and the prosecution of war. The Government of India says 
in these rules that this order must apply to a certain class of matter# 
only which are mentioned in these rules. Blit where do you get this 
power to pass a general order that no editorial article will be published 
in the “Ilindusthan Standard” without the approval of the Press 
Officer? ‘(Cries of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition Benches.) 
I ask, Sir, whether this does not show the mala fid** of 
the Government of Bengal. I say this deliberately. We want to 
be led to a court of law. If you are anxious to go to a court of law 
you persuade the* Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq to take the matter to a 
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court of law to prosecute 4he editor of the “Hindustan Standard”. 
(Dr. Naliniksha Sanyal : They dare not !) I say this deliberately 
that we have to proceed with matters like this with a little caution. 
1 would appeal — if that appeal is worth anything — to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Muq who is calling a Round Table Conference day after 
to-morrow. (An Opposition Member: Bogus conference!) What 
will the conference do, if this is the attitude shown by the Ministry 
over which the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul II uq presides? I would like to 
know from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister — is he -really anxious that 
there should be a proper atmosphere in the province leading to an 
amicable settlement between the two great communities? If that is 
so, let him proceed with justice and with fairness, and let him show 
that the atmosphere which he wants to see created in Bengal is such 
that the people of the province will have immediate confidence in him 
and in his Government. If we find that his words say something and 
his deeds show something else, then what answer will Bengal give? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He is a hypocrite. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order l)r. Sanyal, will \ou withdraw that 
expression “hypocrite” ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I have not nsed any expres- 
sion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I disti nctly heard you to have said “he is a 
hypocrite”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I maintain, Sir, 1 have not used 
the word “hypocrite”. If, however, you want me to withdraw that 
word 1 am quite ready to do so. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to put into your mouth any word 
if you have not used it. But I am quite sure that when Dr. Mookerjee 
was saying “What answer will Bengal give” you interrupted him 
from your side of the House and I distinctly heard you say “he is a 
hypocrite”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA $ANYAL: I have not given it as my opinion. 
I only said so in reply to what Bengal will say. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Did you say anything else beyond saying he is a 
hypberite? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, I am quite prepared to 
withdraw what I said. 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order. I an* sorry, Da, Sanyal, you do 
not* remember your position as a meml>er of the House and have the 
good grace of admitting what you did say. 

Did you or did you not use those words? I for myself did not hear 
you utter anything beyond these words. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 again, say, Sir, that I gave the 
answer as to what Bengal would think, if 1 may be permitted to give 
any explanation, Dr. Mookerjee asked a question and to that question 
I only gave an answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, the issue is quite clear. The question 
is whether you used the words “he is a hypocrite” or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: As I have already submitted, Sir, 

I am quite prepared to withdraw the expression. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But 1 must know what are the facts — whether 
you used those words or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: i withdraw it 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, this interruption has 
taken place in spite of your previous ruling that there should be no 
interruptions, when a member is speaking. 

I would just conclude with an expression of opinion that the 
Government should realise that there is a strong public feeling 
among a LI sections of the community with regard to the application of 
the Defence of India Buies by the present Government, and I would 
ask the Government to take suitable action to ullay such feeling. It 
is no use riding rough shod over public opinion. You can Ho so in this 
House, because you happen to have u majority here, but if once the 
public of Bengal feel that there can be no justice from the present 
Ministry then action may be taken on lines which will not be to the 
best interests of the Government or of the province as a whole. I 
would, therefore, appeal to the Government to rise equal to the occasion 
if really we are going to have a favourable atmosphere created for this 
province, and to make a declaration that all cases of orders passed 
under the Defence of India" Rules would *be considered by a small 
independent committee. Let the committee of three sit and go through 
all these cases and satisfy the public of Bengal that no order has been 
passed for reasons which cannot be upheld in the public eye. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Dr. NALINAK8HA fANYAL: Apologist 1 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, this interruption of yours is in the 
nature of obstructing the proceedings of the House. The next time I 
find that you are obstructing in this way, it shall be my painful duty 
to take recourse to the power which I have got to prevent such obstruc- 
tion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I hope, Sir, my time will not 
be shortened by reason of this interruption. 

Sir, conscience makes cowards of us all. The honourable mover of 
to-day’s motion for adjournment has proved to me completely that he 
dared not quote the article upon which this wretched editor has been 
punished. It is surprising that honourable gentlemen sitting opposite 
have not yet realised 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
parliamentary to call an editor “wretched” particularly when he is not 
here to defend himself ; besides he has not been convicted by any 
authority. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 cannot say whether it is unparliamentary but 

I may say that this method has probably been learnt by Mr. Siddiqi 
from you. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, I have not as yet called 
him a wretched member. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: This unworthy editor 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, Mr. Siddiqi, as a member of this House 
you will realise that it is altogether undesirable that you should say 
anything which is in the nature of « reflection on any one, however 
much others might do the same. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, you have 
every right to command me and I shall certainly obey you, but when 
my Allah and my religion are insulted in this manner there is no 

(Cries of “Oh, oh” from Dr. Nalimiksha Sanyal.) 

Even licence should Have a limit. Sir, three years of the most 
awkard and vile variety of journalism and public utterances have been 
tolerated. They. would have been tolerated till doomsday and for all 
Eternity, but I hope honourable gentlemen opposite will realise that 
there* are points and there are subjects in which no sort of licence, 
no sort even of liberty can be granted. Main fides was the word that 
has been used. Sir, to take shelter behind the intricacies of the 
criminal laws of India and to try to ridicule the provisions df the 
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Defence of India Act under which action has been taken is to flog an 
almost dead horse. It is not worthy of the Hou’ble the Leader of the 
Opposition to lend himself to such a procedure and to ride rough-shod 
over the deepest religious sentiments of Muslims. He ought to realise 
that the Mussalmans feel deeply where religion is concerned. If 
Government had not taken action in this matter, an adjburnment 
motion or something still fiercer would have been moved by members 
on this side of the House. We feel, Sir, that liberty and even licence 
have been allowed too far and too long. Honourable memWs opposite 
come here and tell us that the Defence of the Kenlm Art should not 
have been used. Sir, in peaceful times when there was no war friends 
of gentlemen opposite used the powers under the innocent-looking 
section, which they and we all know too well, section 144, in Bombay 
where the Government did not ask any editor to send his articles for 
scrutiny, but simply stopped 14 newspapers because they had criticised 
their prohibition policy. Now', with that example before us I cannot 
understand how gentlemen opposite dare come out and ask this Govern- 
ment to do this and not to do that and demand that a committee be 
appointed to see whether action should Ik* taken or action should not 
be taken against editors who violate all cannons of decent journalism, 
editors who know so little of our religion, who know so little of our 
sentiments and feelings. I declare, Sir, w'ith all the sense of responsi- 
bility that I possess that if action had not been taken there were 
Mussalmans inside and outside this House who would hove done 
something worse. I warn gentlemen opposite that they may play with 
the Government, they may play with politics, but they shall not play 
with my Allah, with my Prophet, with the angel Gabriel; in one word 
with my religion. We cry halt there. Sir, challenges have been 
thrown down and we have been threatened witli dire consequences, 1 
accept as many challenges as they will throw. We shall tolerate any 
amount of humbug from them but when religion is ridiculed and 
attacked, when Allah is plaved with and when Mr. Fasslul Huq is 
supposed to be receiving iro/n, messages from the* Almighty — irahi 
stopped so far as we are concerned with the last of the Prophets- 
when any |>erson whether he be a Hindu or a Mussulman plays with 
us in this manner, if the Government fails to take action, it will be 
our duty to stand up and defend our faith. We must then take action . 
You cannot imagine, Sir, how happy I was yesterday, when I found 
that the honourable and leafned Leader the Opposition had per- 
formed his duty for the last time as a Leader of the Opposition. His 
speech on the budget pleased me because there was constructive criti- 
cism of the financial statement in it. I felt hopeful that opposition for 
the sake of opposition, as heretofore, had come to an end, that pefhaps 
the world had changed and that perhaps we were going to have better 
wad more peaceful days in this Assembly. But this motion of adjourn- 
ment on a subject which snakes one’s blood boil should make him and 
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his colleagues hang down their heads in shame. They take shelter, 
as I have said, behind legal quibbles, whether action should have been 
taken under the Defence of the Realm Act or under section 163 of the 
Indian Penal Code and so on but they seem to be afraid of telling the 
world the cause of action. That does not show a mentality for the 
re-establishment of friendship or brotherhood. We are ready and we 
have been ready for years past for friendship. But, as I have already 
said, there must be a limit to our vilification. Let them realise that if 
you play with our Allah and His Prophet we shall begin to play with 
you. There will then be no limit to which things will go. If you are 
prepared for that, we are prepared to give you battle and start a civil 
war if you so desire. For God’s sake, I appeal to Allah and I do not 
appeal to any worldly Government 

BabU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point of 
order, Sir. <j) Wf 1*1 

c?«»i «rT*rtit *«r$i5 ?« wn ji&i ft? 

cf ai l 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may rest assured that I am trying to keep 
the debate within limits. I think he did not infringe the limits which 
were permitted to him, although he was almost going to do it. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BIS WAS: Does he want the Opposition to 
accept the challenged 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: As a businessman my mind 
sometimes runs uinork. When the honourable mover of the adjourn- 
ment motion was speaking I began to wonder whether the motion for 
adjournment was intended to he a big stunt, a piece of wonderful 
advertisement for the newspaper under question for which, evidently 
after last year’s experience with the “Amrita Bazar Patrika”, our 
critics opposite have all too suddenly developed deep love and affection. 
(A voK’K: It docs not require subsidy.) Subsidy or no subsidy, if 
any journal in India or even outside goes to the length to which this 
paper lias gone we shall not tolerate it. It has been said that as an 
apology has been submitted everything should be forgotten and for- 
given. Sir, the apology is neither sincere nor genuine. From that 
apology I deduce another conclusion and that is that even the editor 
has realised the heinousness of the crime he lias committed against a 
portion, the majority portion of the people of this province. The 
apology, aa worded and the manner in which it has been ‘offered, is 
the tmteome of fear and the dread of retribution. You cannot gain the 
liberty of the press, liberty of speech, liberty of association that you 
are thinking of by running us down, by running our institutions down, 
by running our religion down, and by running our jGod down.. 
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BalKI NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point of 
ord«r, SiT. About which article in the ‘ HinduRthau Standard” is the 
honourable member speaking? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before you interrupted I wish you realised that 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basil also referred to certain articles in the 
“Hindusthan Standard’’ but he did not mention the date, and probably 
he is replying to it. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI! The honourable member would 
not have asked me the question if his leaders had taken him into 
confidence. The honourable mover of the adjournment motion dare not 
do that or read the article before the House. 1 challenge him to reud 
that article before half a dozen fair-minded Hindus, who will at once 
realise that what I am saving is correct. He dare not show it to his 
friends. He dare not contradict what I am saving. Need 1 go 
further? The editor himself has realised the seriousness of the crime. 
After that, to say “I apologize” is not enough. 1 wish there had 
not been only the scrutiny. 1 wish the paper had been crushed for 
ever. We do not want this type of journalism. If the honourable 
member wants to know 1 would refer him to the leading article, on 
which action was taken, the heading of which is “From Type to Type”, 
published in the “Hindusthan Standard” on the 7th February. 1 have 
tried to understand it. To many ideologists, it nmv be that gods can 
become human beings. To the Mussulmans this principle is objection- 
able and unwelcome. Before 1 sit down, Sir, may I inform my 
Mussulman brothers of flic Krishak Pruja Parts that it is all very 
well to act as henchmen and camp-followers of Tongress friends who 
have no love for us 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Is the honourable member in order 
in using the expression “henchmen”? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is unparliamentary. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: They are the followers 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You must withdraw that expression. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SfDDIQI: 1 withdraw the expression that 
has been objected to. What we feel, Sir, is that when we make an 
argument and it happens to be telling, there is an uproar, a barrage 
of interferences and interruptions and they rush to seek your protection. 
We on this side also seek your protection. They do not allow us to 
speak. I protested against this once before and I protest against it 
now. 
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I appeal again to the Mussalmans sitting opposite that if you have 
any love for Allah, if you have any love for the Prophet jlnhammad; 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. A 
member has to address the Speaker and not other members, and the 
honourable member concerned has been addressing certain members as 
“you and you”. That is unparliamentary. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQ1: I plead guilty to the seriefas 
charge. I hope I shall be forgiven, i appeal to the Mussalmans 
sitting opposite, through you, Sir, to remember that they can play with 
politics as they like but when they also begin to play with Allah, with 
Muhammad-ibn-Abdullah, and ( 1 ab riel -ala i h -Sa lam (may the peace of 
Allah be on him) I warn them that they shall not be allowed to face 
any Muslim audience or any Muslim people. They stood up all right 
in support of this motion. Let us hope that they will one day have the 
courage to stund up before Allah whom the “Ilindusthan Standard’' 
has traduced and lias tried to bring into disgrace and Gabriel of whom 
I imagine they are us proud as I am, whom the writer has turned into 
a source of mahatmaic inspiration. We do not believe in that. I 
aiu prepared to go as far as I can in my toleration but there are limits, 
as I have said, even to this. I again appeal to them, through you, 
Sir, and say l)o not be misled by cheap enunciations and repetitions 
of legal formula”. This matter is fundamental. This matter cannot 
be allowed to be played with. If the Government had not taken action, 

1 do not know what would have happened and what serious results 
would have come out of this terrible position. My last appeal to the 
Opposition tlnough you, Sir, is “For goodness' sake, do not put a 
heavier burden and do not put a greater pressure on us than we can 
bear. We are anxious to come to a political understanding with you. 
But this sort of action where you stand up in defence of one who insults 
us and uses language unworthy of decent journalism — about our 
Creator and all that is holy to us and make it the subject of an adjourn- 
ment motion, you are doing us a wrong. For goodness' sake, stop it, 
otherwise the repu rcussions will be terrible ” 

(Mr. Sarat. Chandra Bose rose to speak.) 

Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, 1 would ask your kind permis- 
sion to speak for 5 minutes only on behalf of the Muslims of this side 
of the House. 

¥ r * SPEAKER! I have already called on Mr. Bose to speak. 

Mr. SARAT OHANDRA BOSE: There are still 45 minutes left. 
So, may I follow Mr. Nausher AliP 
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Ih'* 8PEAKER: It will be very difficult. I had onoe the hkter 
experience of giving time to Mr. Nausher A U and I do not know 
whether he will stick to his 5 minutes. 

Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Yes, Sir, I will speak only for (► 
minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have not made auy rompensation for 
past action up till now. Moreover I would have been prepared to 
allow you 5 minutes but there are two speakers from the Treasury 
Bench — the Chief Minister and probably the Home Minister; so 
sufficient time must be left for them. 

Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 can assure you that I will not 
take more than 5 minutes. If 1 do, you may expel me from this House 
for all time. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER S 1 wanted to expel you before but Mr. Bose 
objected to it. 

Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKAR: Sir, may I speak for f> 

minutes? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is open to the House. Mr. Nausher Ali, you 
may speak for o minutes. 

Mr. 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, it has been stated that this- 
order has heen passed on account of an article that wounded the 
religious feelings of the Mussulmans and consequently the Defence of 
India Rules have been applied in the case of this paper. 

Apart from the question whether the Defence of India Rules are 
applicable under these circumstances or not, I should like just to say 
a word or two with regard to the reflections made on the Mussalraau 
members on this side of the House. Whatever opinion the Muslim 
Ministry of Bengal or certain zealous supporters of theirs may hold 
about us, we feci that we are Muslims, we really believe in Islam and 
we are trying our best to serve Islam, to serve the best interests of the 
Muslims of Bengal and of India and to spread the real spirit of Islam 
throughout the country. Sir, as a Muslim I say and I declare that 
it is a sin to wound the religious feelings oP anybody, be he a Hindu, 
a Muslim, a Christian or anybody professing any faith whatsoever. 
And it is to be deeply regretted tdiat the “Hindusthan Standard"" 
published an editorial which wounded the feelings of the Mu^iras. 
I myself happened to read the editorial and it struck me at once that 
tke language of that editorial was objectionable. But the paper 
apologised and the Muslims of Bengal and of India, I think, are- 
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generous enough to accept that apology (cries of "Hear,” "hear” 

* from the Opposition Benches.) Apart from tl^ question of apology, 
the Muslim Ministry of Bengal could have very easily taken action 
under section 153A of the Indian Penal Code ; but they did not do so. 
And, as far as I know, similar offending articles with regard to the 
religious sentiments of others in this country have appeared in other 
papers and no action whatsoever has been taken (cries of "Shame”, 
"shame” from Opposition Benches). Sir, I say and declare ^in the 
strongest term possible that the "Hindusthan Standard” did*wr0ft& 
in publishing that editorial. But as true Muslims (knowing that to 
err is human and that paper apologised) we on this side of the House 
cannot afford to be so un-Islamic as to punish a paper that has already 
apologised (cries of "Hear”, "hear” from the Congress Benches)/ 
And I think no Muslim true to their religion, true to their God, true 
to their Prophet, true to the real Islamic spirit, would support this 
vindictive action of the Ministry — of the Muslim Ministry. I know 
there have been publications in the press in support of the Ministry 
which have wounded the feelings of many, not only the 
religious feelings of other committees, but of the 
Muslim community as well. There have been acts done by the 
present Ministry, by their Muslim supporters in this very House, which 
are absolutely un-Islamic, which are revolting to the religious senti- 
ment of every Muslim anywhere in the world and the Ministry have 
taken no actions 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, when earlier this evening 
we were discussing the question of the admissibility of this^motion, 

I observed that one of the grounds on which we put forward this 
motion was that the action of the Government was a flagrant abuse 
of the provisions of the Defence of India Rules. My honourable and 
learned friend, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookherjee, has drawn the attention 
of the House to some of the provisions of the Defence of India Act 
and the Rules made thereunder. But may I draw the attentipn of 
the House in the first place to the preamble of the Act? It was an 
Act to provide for special measures to ensure the public safety and 
interest, and the preamble says — "whereas an emergency has arisen 
which renders it necessary to provide for special measures to ensure 
the public safety and interest”. The preamble mentions, as is the 
fact, that these are special measures, and the occasion for introducing 
these special measures has also been mentioned, viz., that an emer- 
gency has arisen. And what is the emergency? The emergency is 
the ( war in Europe. Therefore taking the preamble with the Act, 
one cannot have any doubt that this Act and the rules made there- 
under were intended to apply to a very different class of oases. These 
special measures have not yet repealed the general law of the land. 
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If ^ou felt that an article or articles was or were calculated to foment 
the «6pirit of hatred an^l enmity among djffereift communities of India, 
well, there is the general law to deal with the offender. 

The secoiJ d ground on which I say that the action of Government 
is an abuse of the provisions of the rule is this: I refer to rule 41, 
sub-rule ( 1 ), clause (a), which is quoted in the order itself. That 
rule makes it absolutely clear — clear beyond a shadow of doubt — that 
W^at Ae Provincial Government can do is to require that “all matter” 
— which obviously means the whole paper — can be suspended, and it 
proceeds further and says — “any matter relating to a particular 
subject”. Surely the honourable and learned Home Minister will 
^not contend — once upon a time he was a lawyer and I believe he still 
Is — that he can bring himself within this provision “anv matter 
relating to a particular subject”. I could have understood an order 
of this nature, namely, “we prohibit in your paper any discussion on 
any religious matter or anylhing which will throw any discredit on 
any particular religion”. 

Then, Sir, the rule proceeds further and adds — “or class of 
subjects”. The Home Minister, 1 venture to submit, cannot bring 
himself under the Act or the Pules because the order which has been 
passed is that “all editorial articles commonly known as leading 
articles” intended toi publication shall he submitted for scrutiny. 
There I ore, Sir, on these two grounds, — considering first the general 
scheme of the Act, the general purpose of the Act, the situation whi<4i 
it is intended to meet, and secondly, considering the provisions in the 
rules, — on Isitli these grounds, I would submit to the House without 
any fear of eontiadietion that this order on the “Hindnsthnn 
Standard” is a flagrant abuse ol the pioxisions of the Defence of India 
Act and the rules made thereunder. But, Sir, that order opens tip 
really a wider question. My honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi started 
by making the complaint that Mi. Santosh Masu bad not read out 
in this House the offending article. I wish he hud paused for one 
moment to coiisidei whether having made that complaint if was his 
own duty to read out that leading article. Whv does he fight shy of 
that leading article!" I agree that any peison who had a command 
of the English language would not have written in that strain. But 
are we in the political arena— and I ask Mr. Siddiqi in particular — 
familiar or unfamiliar with the expression “God’s chosen men” P 
Are we familiar or unfamiliar' in the political arena with the expres- 
sion “Great God”? What has been done by the editor? I .would 
certainly confess that I would not have done so and Mr. Bifldiqi, I am 
sure, woufil not have done if. In the place of the word “God” be 
baa substituted “Allah”. I know iu matters religious we are 
sensitive — both Hindu# and Mussalmans are sensitive, and therefore 
utmost care should be taken in composing a leading article. But the 
22 * 
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offence whatever it was, has been- atoned for by the apology which 
my honourable and learned friend Mr. Naushyr Ali referred to. , The 
apology wa tt in these terms: “We are sorry that our article of the 
7th February last should have given the ‘Azad’ an occasion for a 
controversy. We have already explained that it was far from our 
intention to show disrespect to any faith and our contemporary itself 
has in effect admitted it. If, however, there were any expressions in 
the article which have given offence to our Muslim brethren-, we 
sincerely regret it. We need hardly assure them that ‘Allah* stands 
for Godhead.” 

Mr. Speaker, my “Srikrishna” or my “Ma Kali” mav or may not 
he “Allah” to my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi. But as a Hindu — 
I may add as a pious Hindu — I am not ashamed to confess thar his 
“Al'lah” is my “Sri Krishna”; his “Allah” is my “Ma Kali”. It is 
in that spirit that we must approach each other s religion, and if the 
“Hindusthan Standard’s” editor has offended in m vwav, he has 
atoned for it by expressing sincere regret to the Muslim public and 
the Muslim readers of the newspaper 

Then Mr. Siddiqi says in dclnme of the Government action that 
only the editor has been punished. r Liie edit* r. Mr Siddiqi ought to 
have remembered, has not been pur died the editor could have been 
punished for his offence if he had been brought up before a court of 
law. The person or persons punished are the prupiielors of the 
newspaper and the readers of that newspaper. T ask Mr. Siddiqi to 
advise the Government to take steps against the editor if he thinks 
that the editor has transgressed the law and 1 will pause for a reply 
when the Home Minister gets up to reply on behalf of Government. 

Sir, the order which has been served on the “Hindusthan 
Standard” is really reminiscent of the rough and ready days in which 
Warren Hastings lived and worked. That Imperial Tyrant conjured 
up “State necessity” for the purpose of depriving the press of its 
legitimate rights and to stitle public opinion. Warren Hastings on 
the 14th November. 1780 — 1 am giving this instance because during 
the discussion on the admissibility <0 the motion the Home Minister 
said that he had gone against only one paper — Warren Hastings did 
go against one paper; hut unfortunately for him the editor and the 
proprietor of that paper were Knglishmen. From Fort William on the 
17th November, 1780, be issued a public notice in these terms: 
“Public notice is hereby given that a weekly newspaper called the 
‘Bengal Gazette or the Calcutta General Advertiser’ printed by 
J. A. Hickv has lately been found to contain several improper 
paragraphs tending to villify private characters and to disturb the 
peace of the land. It is no longer permitted to be circulated through 
the channel of the General Post Office.” But of course his successor 
— not his immediate successor it is true — Lord Hastings went a step 



Om. \ ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 323 

i 

further and promulgated certain rules which were somewhat on the 
Hues of the rules which have now been framed by the Central* 
Legislature. But Lord Hastings came No grief. He realised that he 
had done a wrong and therefore he encouraged the succeeding editor 
of the paper against whom he had proceeded to start a propaganda for 
the removal of those press laws He himself advised it. The mime 
of the editor was Dr. .fames Brvce. Sir, those were days when 
Englishmen in India were true to their traditions; those were days 
when they did not leu\e the traditions behind, did not drop them in 
the Suez Canal before proceeding to India. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: You do not k.mu what they 
will do io-da\. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Then, Sir, when those press 
rules were promulgated by the then Chief Secretary one Mr. John 
Adams, the\ were not taken king down b\ the public of Bengal. 
Persons who objected to those rules are honoured names in history, — 
Chandra Kumar Tagoie, Dwaraka Nath Tagore, Raja Bam Mohan 
Roy, Prasunna Kumar Tagore, Hem Chandra Uhosh and others. They 
petitioned the Supreme Court for the abrogation of those rules. But, 
Sir, the da\> of petitioning are gone. The days of enforcement of 
public opinion and the wa\s and means of such enforcement have come. 
And if oin appeal to the (ioveniment of the day goes in vain- I state 
to this House, it our appeal to the (ioveniment goes in vain we shall 
not only raise a storm of protest in this city and province but speaking 
as the Leader of the Opposition 1 shall consider it my duty to render 
the proceedings of this House impossible until the action taken by 
Government is withdrawn. 1 s.u so. Sii, in all sei ioiisness, not in 
a spirit of threal, not in a spmt of < hifilenge but in order to show 
the volume and intensity of public feeling in respect of this matter 
and I take responsibility for the action of every single member of 
the Opposition wlm will follow me in that course. (Cues of “Hear”, 
“lieai 1 1 dill the Opposition Benches.) 

Sir, I have only about six minutes more but 1 think I should give 
the House an instance of what was done during the Sepoy Mutiny. 
Surely that was a much more serious affair than the present war in 
Europe so far as India was concerned. What did an Englishman, 
who it I mistake not was the father of that great lawyer and congress- 
man Eardlev Norton, do? 1* believe my friends on the 'left, the 
European members will remember that Eardlev Norton was a 
Congressman up to the last day of his life. John Bruce Norton, the 
father of "Eardlev Norton, in his book “Rebellion in India" ^hich 
was written shortly after the Sepo.s Mutiny said, “even in France the 
press has its three warnings. In Austria despotism is not so despotic 
as it is in India. Our gag is a garotte." 
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I ask the Hon ’hie the Home Minister, was any warning addressed 
* to this editor for having used the name of the “Great Allah” so many 
times in that article of the fth of February? *1 ask, was he given a 
warning either verbally or in writing? I ask, was his attention drawn 
to the offending article — I mean, offending according to Government? 
As John Bruce Norton says, “even in France the press has its three 
warnings”. But in this Case as far as I am aware no warning was 
given. The warning was the order of the 17th of February which 
w r as served on the 21st. Was any prior warning given? I pause for 
a reply. No warning was given in respect of the article of the 7th 
February and yet this order was passed. The order was passed on the 
the 17th but it was served on the 21st after the editor had made an 
apology in the columns of his paper. Surely any Government in its 
senses would have considered ten times before issuing an order of this 
nature. 

Now, Sir, there are one or two other matters with which I would 
like to deal. I would like on this occasion to read the words of John 
Bruce Norton on that occasion. He said, “Let them depend upon it 
that this attack upon the press is in real i t \ intended to screen the 
cowardice and incapacity 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am sorry, Mr. Bose, your time is up. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: As my time is up, may I just 
conclude with this observation that if the Ministers thus persevere 
in misadvising and misleading the Governor 1 will not say, Sir, that 
the Governor is betrayed because that is his own concern, but I shall 
pronounce that this province is undone? 

The HorPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am extremely 
thankiiti to my triend Mr. San tosh Kumar Basu for having tabled 
this motion of adjournment, because it gives me an opportunity of 
explaining to this House and to the members who have been so long 
supporting this Go\c?nnicnt the reason*, which have induced Govern- 
ment to pass this order. 1 will not waste the time of the House by 
using the language of convention but 1 will place certain facts — cold 
facts in cold print which, l hope, will carry conviction to every fair- 
minded person that a crisis had been reached in which there was no 
alternative for the Government hut to pass this order. I will show, 
Sir, that the particular ^article which 'appeared in the issue of the 
“Hindusthan Standard” under the heading “From type to type” was 
not a solitary instance of its kind. This paper has been guilty of 
frequent attacks on Moslem religion or Allah and His Prophet in its 
editorial articles and it has been supporting communism not merely 
by its remarks but even by quoting articles from continental papers 
discrediting the motives of Great Britain in the present war. Sir, I 
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will read extracts from only three articles since the Ordinance and 
the Rules have been prom ultra ted. The first article appeared in its 
issue of December 8, with reference to what is known as the 

Deliverance Day I will read only a few sentences. This is what 
the paper writes: “On the 22ml day of December of the year of the 
Christian Lord, HMD, the Mussulmans all over India will rise from bed 
and greet the sun with the inspiring- message that thev have earned 
their deliverance. One has heard of the Day of Judgment and the 
faithful on this earth and in the grave are anxiously waiting* for that 
Da\ . It is a flippant attack on the Muslim creed alsmt the Duv of 
Judgment. 

Then, Sir, it goes on to sun — I ask the members of this House to 
listen to me W here Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah has failed, Allah 
has succeeded. In His infinite wisdom and out of the abundance of 
His Inumteous nature Allah has ordained that Mr. Torn instead of 
Mr. Rajagropalachariar, Mr. Dick instead of Mr. Kher and Mr. Harry 
instead of Pandit (rovind Ballav Pant should take charg*e of Mr. Jinnah 
and the soul ot Islam that he alone represents and regulate and 
control t he destiny of seventy -five millions of faithful Mussulmans 
and Mr. Jinnah’s co-religionists.” 

Then comes another passage: **Mr. Jinnah has given a practical 
demon strut ion <d that unusual event or process hv beating his own 
past and proud lecords. Instead of kneeling* down before the great 
Allah and seeking light from Gabriel he has no a chosen to knee! down 
before the Governors’ British advisers and seek deliverance at their 
hands. (Tries ot “Shame, shame”.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Is it an attack on Allah or on 
Mr. Jinnah? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* I am putting before the 
House the Muslim point of view, and I am sorry if mv non-Muslim 
friends on the other side do not realise the importance of the matter 
from the Muslim point of view. 

Now, Sir. in an article dated December 12, under the heading 
“Method in Madness” this paper says: “When the Congress calls 
upon the British Government to declare their war and pence aims in 
relation to India, Mr. Jinnah appears in the role of a Huji and solemnly 
tells the world that Allah has ordained that tfie British should not listen 
to the Congress demand and instead go on profecting the Mussulmans, 
their culture, their tradition and their religion with all their dog-like 
tenancity." 

Then comes again the article dated February 7, under the heading 
‘From type to type , from which I wish to read only a few extracts. 

It says: SometJiing mu$t have happened to bring about this dramatic 
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change in the Bengal Premier’s mental and political outlook. Mr. 
Fazlul Huq who confesses to fits of political disorderliness as being 
the result of bis emotional temperament seems to be returning to his 
senses.” Then it goes on: “Is it still sanctified by the great Allah 
and hlcsMMl by His Gabriel? Does it yet serve as the scriptural text 
for the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazlul lluq and the ‘faithful’ who have 
chosen to rally under his holy banner:'” 

Then, Sir, comes the passage to which I wish to draw the pointed 
attention of the members of the House: “Mr. Fazlul Huq and those 
whom he has had in view undei the triple command of the all-wise 
Allah, the gracious gods and goddesses and t lie mystic Mahatma 
constituting as they do the Holy Trinity of the modern man.” 

Now, Sir, 1 ask my friend Mr. Nausher Ali and all Muslims whom 
he represents if they can concehe of a trinity composed of Allah and 
gods and goddesses and Mahatma Gandhi? (Cries of “Shame, 
shame” ) . 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Let Mauhma give a fatwa. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Then. Sir. there are 
certain extracts about open incitement to Communism. 

1 will read one or two extracts mure. Another article — another 
leading article, under the date 3rd December, contains the following: 
“With Russia fighting on its side and definiteU pledged to the over- 
throw oi the Helsinki Government it is expected that things will 
settle down in a short time and that the new Government will 
establish not only its dc facto hut its dc jure authority — a fact which 
proves that there has been internal conflict on an ideological pfiane 
between the different parties. Russia’s ad\nnce is no aggression hut 
a friendly aid to the fences of the socialist revolution.” Sir, 1 could 
multiply instances like this. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: What is wrong with this 

articled 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mnv l remind the House that when the Leader 
of the Opposition was speaking he wa> pot interrupted for one single 
$enmd, and I cannot allow an\ interruption at this stage when 'the 
Hon ’hie the Chief Ministei is developing his arguments. I wdll 
certainly allow Mr. Bose to put in his question after his .speech is 
over.* 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, I shall bow to your 
ml'imr hut 1 sjiv that it is not riirht. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry thaf you say so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will not read any 
further extracts. Sir, much has been said on the question of apology. 
But, Sir, had this been only a single article, or a single occasion, the 
apology might have been accepted, but the performances of this paper 
before the war are quite well known. And after the war had broken 
out and the rules had been promulgated no less than 10 warnings hail 
been given to this paper: first on the bill September, 11)39, second 
on the 0th September, third on the 11th September, fourth on the 
15th September, fifth on the Kith September, sixth on the 20th 
September, se\enth on the 21st November, eighth on the 20th 
November, ninth on the 7<h December and the tenth and the last on 
the 23rd December, 1030. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May 1 ask if anv warning wad 
addressed to the editor in respect of the article which lie haa just now 
read ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, the artirle 
was published on the 7th February, 1010, and a comment appeared 
in the “.Star of India”, and it is the iepl\ to that comment which made 
matters worse. The order was issued dated the 17th February, but 
it could not be delnerod on the following day, the 18th being a 
Sunday The paper came to know about it on the noon of the next 
das and it published the belated upolog.v. (Mr. Nihnrendra 
Dutta Mazumdai : Sir, the (‘hief Minister has evaded the 
question.) I submit that a papei which has been consistently 
flouting the authorities and whn h had been guilts of violating al'l 
rules and laws lor the preservation of peace, particularly at a time 
ol wai, should not hr allowed to get allot her chance, because events 
have show'll that the paper is absolutely incorrigible. Sir, I do not 
wish to take the time of the House further. Tl is not the intention 
of Government to stifle fan and honesl criti< ism, or when papers make 
even personal attacks on tin* Ministers; the Ministry do not care if 
they do so, but Sir, where it is a question ol dragging down the Allah 
and Gabriel and making a Trinity of the Allah, the gods and goddesses 
and Mahatma Gandhi, then I do say that a serious situation arises 
which disturbs the public peace and tranquillity. I know that after 
this edituii.il had been published there wits an attempt to hold a 
demonstration in Calcutta. Sir, what would have been the result in 
Calcutta when lakhs and lakhs of Muslims would have come out 
into the Streets making a demonstration?' There would also have f been 
oounter-demonst rat ions and there might have been a conflict also. 
Journalists and politicians should know and remember the inflammable 
materials with which they have to deal in politics. They can do whatever 
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they like. But so far as religious beliefs are concerned, they should have 
respect for the religious views and feelings of others, and they must 
know that t lie Muslims 

(The Hon’ble the Chief Minister having reached the time-limit 
resumed liis seat.) 

* Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: Sir, I move that the question be 
now put. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Any way, the time for putting the question has 
arrived. So, I will now put the question. 

The motion that the House do now adjourn was then put and 
lost. 


Adjournment. 

It being 8-10 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4 o p.m. on Friday, the 24rd 
February, 1040, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 23rd February, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hlo Khan Bahadur M. A/i/ri. Haute, c.i.k.) 
in the (’hair, 10 Hon 'hie Ministers and 220 members. 

Mr. JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, 1 am afraid there is no 
quorum of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I adjourn the House for twenty minutes. 

(The House was adjourned till 5-5 p.m.) 


(A ftrr a<l jour/nm nt .) 

The Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : 1 am Norry, Sir, I could 

not come in time. I was in this building but unfortunately the bell 
was out <d order and we did not hear the bell at all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very Horn. But I have been discharging 
my duty tor the last three wain by reminding the Government depart- 
ment about certain arrangements in the matter of electricity, audibility 
ot Hu* House, provision for servants’ quarters, and various other things. 
I have always felt that in a building like this urn cannot tinker away 
and attend to these things in a small way here and there. You have 
to do it in a manner that would adequately cope with the problem. 
Unfortunately I have not been successful in this respect. These arc? 
the difficulties, and I may tell the Hon’ble the Home Minister that if 
these things go on I will straight away adjourn the House, and it 
would be entirely the responsibility of the Government to manage it* 
own affairs. It is impossible ^o carry on if these things are not looked 
into. The acoustic property of this House is so bad that Government 
departments should have taken steps to get it examined by experts. 
May I knyw from the Honble the Home Minister as to why no step* 
have been taken in the matter in spite of the strong protests thatjiave 
been made from all sides of the House? I don’t know which department 
is responsible for this, but during the last three years no steps whatso- 
ever have been taken. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA*U: May I ask whether any action 
is in coni cm pi at ion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Works Department will be able to tell me anything 
about it. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, we only carry out the orders of the Home Department in. these 
matters. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am glad to hear that. 1 hope the Home Depart- 
ment will take necessary steps in the matter. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arrest of one Duryodhan Sardar of Roygram Union in Jessore. 

*65. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware that a man named 
Duryodhan Sardar (Mandal) of Koygiam Fmon, ]>ol ice-station Loha- 
garn in the district of .lessoie, has been nnested several times? 

(b) If the answer to <o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many times the man was arrested; 

(n) what were the charges against him each time; and 

(nt) how long he was kept in the hnjnt as an umlertrial prisoner 
in each case? 

(r) fs the Hon’ble Ministci aware that the man was kept in the hajat 
of Jhenida tor more than two months and the police did not file a charge 
aheet against him? 

(d) Will the Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state whether the man 
was comicted on any of the charges brotigh' by the police? 

(e) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister t>e pleased to state the reasons? f 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaji Sir Nazintuddin) : (a) and {b) (i) My information is that he 

was arrested only twice. 
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(it) For dacoity in both cases, 

(tit) Three months and one month respectively. 

(c) He was in •Thenida hajat for three weeks. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Burning of “Kali tree” near Madhai Bazar in Chandina polioe-atatfon, 

Tippera. 

•66. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: ut) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in chaise of the Home Department aware — 

(?) that there was a holy tree known as ‘’Kali tree” near Madhai 
Bazar within poliue-station ('handina, Sailar subdivision, 
Tippera, which used to he worshipped h\ the Hindu inhabit- 
ants of the locality for a lon^ time past; 

(u) that at a distance of 11)0 raids fiom the tree and to the south 
of it is a tnusjid ; 

(ui) that Muslims of the locaht\ set file to the tiee; 

Hr) that on the second occasion when the Muslims set fire to the 
free the local defence f*ait\ caught hold of a Muhammadan 
and sent him to the police-slut ion ; 

<r) that about dot) Muslims on the night of the 2hth October lost 
set lire to the tiee again and demolished the tree; 

U'i) that the District Magistrate had seen the lire at the foot of the 
tree; and 

(n/) that tin* District Magistrate wie approached but no step was 
taken bv him in the matter ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do tin* Government con- 
sider the desirabilm of making an en<|uu\ into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: { <i) (?) A banian tree near 
Madhai Bazar on the main road from Comilla to rhitt.ignng came to 
notice as a holy tiee or Kaht/orh more or less simultaneously with the 
preparations to remove it made by one Raikumm Chaukidar, who had 
bought it from the Public Works Department about a \ear ago. There 
is little evidence that it was previously an object of veneration. 

(it) Yes. 

(iif) and (tv) The tree has since been set fire to, but there is no proof 
that this was done by Muslims. A Mushm was hauled to the poliro* 
Btation on the 20th October, 1030. bv Bajkumar and two others on an 
allegation that he had fired the tree but he was released as the officer-in- 
charge, found no evidence in support of the allegation. 



m QUESTIONS. [23rd Feb., 

(v) I have made enquiries but there is no information to this effect. 


(n) ]No: the District Magistrate however saw marks of burning on 
parts of the tree on the 24th October, 1939. 

Mi) No. 

(h) The District Magistrate has enquired and settled the matter to 
the satisfaction of the local people arid there is no necessity for further 
enquiry into the matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon 'Me Minister 
he pleased to tell us the name of the officer in charge of Chandina 
police-station ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NA1IMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA HATH DA8 CUPTA: Will the lion hie 

Minister he pleased to state what were the steps that were taken which 
satisfied the local people? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I ask for notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon hie 

Minister he pleased to state whether the local people include the 
Hindus as well? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer 
(r) where it is said, "I have made enquiries hut there is no information 
to this effect, 'till the lion lde Minister he pleased to tell us who 
actually made the enquiiies? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I made the enquiries 

through the loeal officers. 4 ' 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleaded to tell us who the local officers referred to are? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The District M&ffistrate. 
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Communal ratio in services in departments under the Hon'blo Labour 

Minister. 

•67. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: (o) Will the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
state how many — 

(i) officers, and 
(/?) clerks, 

have been appointed in the depart incuts ir his charge since the 1st 
April, miY 

(h) Row many of them are — 

0) Muslims; 

iii) Scheduled Castes; and 

(tn) other communities!’' 

(r) lias any oidei been issued to the different departments in hifl 
charge to give effect tn the iatjo (jnestinn in apjxdnting officers and 
clerks from different (oinmunities of this Province? 

(7/) If so, will In* l>e pleased to lay on the table a copy ol the same? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bfe Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) 0 ) f> and (n) -J7. 

ib) (i) lit tim hiding 2 officers), 

(//) 5 ( no lading 1 officer). 

iin) Iff ( including d offn ein). 

(/*) Yes. 

Ul) A copy of the Home ( Apj>ointment ) Department memorandum 
of August, Iffdff, is laid on the Library table. 


Admission into guru training schools in Oinajpur district. 

•68. Maulvi HAFIIUDDIN CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the total number of gurus, caste by caste, now receiving 
..training in the guru training schools in the district of 
Dinajpur; and • 

(ii) whether any departmental instructions have l>ecn issued regard- 
ing admission of gums into the guru training schools? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to stale whether the said instructions were followed 
during the last admission ok gurus in Dinajpur district? 

(<;) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) What action does the Ilon’ble Minister propose to take for the 
observance of the departmental instructions in future? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): 

(a) (i) Muhammadans 
Caste Hindus 
(Kayastha 
Brahmin 
Vaisya 
Mahisya 
Chhatri 

Scheduled Castes 


Total ... 80 


... 47 
... 18 

.. 4 
... 8 
.. 1 
.. 3 
... 2 ) 


(ii) Yes. Instructions were issued in Ma\ , 1930, to the effect that 
from the session 1940, t went \ -eight seats should be reserved for 
students of the Scheduled Castes in the district of Dinajpur on a 
population basis, provided the candidates s;»tisj\ the minimum educa- 
tional qualifications; further that, if any seats reserved for Scheduled 
Caste teachers remain \acant for want of qualified candidates, the 
vacancies should be filled from among the qualified candidates of other 
communities according to local needs and circumstances. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 


Registration of certain jute-growing areas in Mymensingh. 

•68. Mr. M0N0M0HAN DAS: u/) Is the ITon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculturv Department aware — 

a) that there are mans jute-growing areas, such as char , bil and 
low lands where no other substitutes can be produced 
* excepting jute; 

(i») that the jute-growers of those areas sow the jute seeds at the 
early stage of the sowing season; and 
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(tit) that many jute-growing areas, in the east part of Mymeusingh 

» and also in other districts of this type, could not be sown 

earlier for drought this year (1WUO and the lamb* sown 
lately were damaged In early water? * 

(b) With reference to the answer to clause («' of starred question 
No. 46 of the (it li December, 1969, vvilj the Hon’blo Minister he pleased 
to state what steps, it any, are promised to l>e taken tor the record of 
the lands referred to in (a) without direct proof of the old jute roots 
underground ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): to) (,) 1 am aware that there 
are areas of this nature where it would be diflieul! and perhaps 
unremunerative to grow crops other than jute, but 1 have no accurate 
information as to the general extent of such areas. An enquiry is 
now being made on this subject. 

(//) Yes. It is well known that lowly in g areas are sown at an 
early stage of the sowing season. 

(tii) In some jute-growing aieas timely sowing was not possible 
in 1969 owing to drought and in a few cases there was damage owing 
to early flood. 

(b) So far as the record of jute lands which is now being prepared 
is concerned, action has already been taken to ascertain from Collectors 
the areas where sowings were not made on account of drought in 1969 
and in the areas so reported the record 1ms lx*en made on the basis 
of the area under jute in the previous year. 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: With reference to (a) ( j ), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the methods adopted by the 
authorities for this enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The statement is not 
correct so tar as tin* present date is concerned. The enquiry mentioned 
here refers to the enquiry that was made by the Collector to ascertain 
the areas where only jute could be grown. 


Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon 'Me Minister he 
pleased to state if the enquiry has been finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes; it has been 
finished. 
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Muslim perocnttgc in Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools m Dinajpur 

district 

*70. Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state— 

(t) how many Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools are at present in 
the district of Dinajpur; and 
(it) how many of them are Muslims? 

( b ) If the number of Muslim Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools is 
not at par with the percentage of Muslim population of the district, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to 
take for increasing the number of Muslim Subdivisional Inspectors in 
the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) One. 

(it) One. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Floirblo Minister la* 
pleased to stale if he is aware that the proportion ot Hindu and Muslim 
population in the district of Rangpur is 50:50? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is about Dinajpur and not Rangpur. 
I am sorry a <iuestion of ihi^ kind has been put. Members should take 
some emit ion in putting supplementary questions. 


Rural Reconstruction Scheme in Jessore district. 

*71. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI : (a) 

Will t he Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Rural Reconstruction Depart- 
ment he pleased to state whether the Director of Rural Reconstruction 
lias up till now visited the Jessore district ? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state — 

(*) which places he visited, and when; 

(f i) what was the purpose of his visit; 

(tit) wlmt was the result of the visit; 

(tv) what amount, if any, was granted by this department to tbo 
district; and 

(v) where it has been spent? 
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(c) If the answer to ^<j) is in the negative, will the Hou’ble M mil- 
ter be pleased to state — 

(?) the reason for neglecting this district; and 
(it) how he proposes to rectify it Y 


MINISTER in charge of the RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): in) Yes 

[b) (/) The Director of Rural Ket oust ruction visited dessore town, 
riiuramankati in Sadar subdivision of the district and Kaliganj in 
dhenida subdivision in April, IMS, and villages -lainagar and Kalia in 
the Narail subdivision in danuan and September, 1939, respectively. 

(?/) The purpose of his visits was to advise local oiliceis and people 
in the organisation of rural welfaie work and to create enthusiasm for 
such work. 

( in) As a result of Ins visits rural t oculist met ion and water- 
hviudntli cleai mice works aie going on satisfactorily in several locali- 
ties in the district under t he guidance and .Mipt'rvisjoii of local officers. 

(?<•) Ihe main principle ol rural reconstruction work is self-help. 
Most of the work is done !>\ organisation of voluntary labour and if 
am expenditure is found indisj>ensable it is raised In 1/t isti or other 
form of self-taxation. The question of iu\ amount being granted by 
the department therefore does not arise An amount of Its. 9,850 has 
however been paid so far out of the augmented discretionary grant at 
tlie t)is]>o8al of i he District Officer for rural welfare work in the dis- 
trict by wav of supplementing and encouraging local efforts. 

(r) As llie Rural lie* oust ruction Dcjifti tmeiit has not made any 
grant, the question does not arise. I am not in possession of the 
details as to the places where the grants given bv the District Officer 
have been utilised. 

(r) Does nol arise. 


Guru training schools in Dinajpur district. 

•72. Mautvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURY: tor Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in chaige of ihe Education Department be pleased to state 

bow many -yum training school* are there in the district of Dinajpur?' 

’• 

(b) Will tic llon'ble Ministei be pleased to state whether any 
Muslim ha> ev»r been posted in any of these schools Head Master 
since the establishment of guru training schools in this district? 

23 
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The fion’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Two. 

(b) Two Muslims were appointed as Head Masters of the Thakurgaon 
Guru Training School, one in 1920 and another in 1922, but no Muslim 
was appointed as Head Master of the Dinajpur Guru Training School 
on a permanent basis. Three Muslims, however, acted as Head Masters 
of the Dinajpur Guru Training School during the years 1937 and 1938. 


Rural uplift work in Rajshahi district. 

•73. Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Kura) Reconstruction Department he pleased 
to state- 

fa) the number of village associations, if any, formed in the 
Rajshtthi district for the expansion of the existing plan of 
the rural reconstruction in Bengal; 

(b) whether any paid 'Uaff has been employed in the villages for 

organisation and for propaganda; 

(c) whether tin* local bodies in the district have been co-operating 

in the matter; and 

(d) the amount of finuneial assistance, if any, given by the Govern- 

ment towards the scheme in the Rajshahi district? 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: </0 909. 

(b) No puid staff has been appointed. The work is being done by 
the organisation of voluntary workers. 

(c) Yes; most of the Union Boards have been eo-operating in rural 
uplift work. 

( d ) The whole organisation is based on the principle of self-help. 
Most of the work is done by the organisation of voluntary labour and 
if any expenditure is required it is met by means of Muiti and other 
forms of easy self-taxation. There is therefore hardly any question of 
financial assistance by Government. An amount of 1U. 4, (Mi has 
however been paid so far from the augmented discretionary grant < i the 
District Officer for rural reconstruction by way of supplementing and 
encouraging local efforts. 

Amiranessa Khatun Wakf Estate of Copalpur in district Faridpur. 

•74. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Will the llou'ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state 
when was the Amiranessa Khatun Wakf Estate of Gopalpur. police- 
station Kalkini, district Faridpur, enrolled under the Bengal Wakf Act 
of 1934? 
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(h) What were the annual income and expenditure aslalso the 
assets and liabilities of the estate at the time it was enrolled? 

(e) What is the present tinaneial position of the estate? 

(d) What step*. lia\e been taken by the Waki Commissioner for the 
proper management of the estate? 

(e) Has ain of the properties ot the said estate been sold after its 
enrolment under the Wakf Act? 


</> If so, what ate the reasons? 


((/) Has the W akt (\mnni»ioner adopted any reorganisation 
scheme to save the estate and to protect the interests of the lienefioiaries v 

( h ) If not. why not? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: <o> In April, 193G. 

(b) In the ell rolinent application tin* gross income whs shown as 
Rs. 21,723 and the net income a** IN. 11,97)8, the statutory liabilities 
being Its. 9, 7Gb. 

(o) Bad. 

(d) In consultation with the Suhdivisional Officer of Maduripur, a 
committee of management consisting of tin* following gentlemen was 
appointed for the administration of tin* estate : — 

Maulvi (jolam \loiil,» (’houdliuiN. /emindar. 

Maui vi Tat ail Ahmed of Kastugar. 

Maulvi Syed Ahdur Hob (’howdhuiy, Senioi Miitwalli. 

Maulvi Mominiiddiu Ahmed, h.i.., Pleader. 

Maulvi Atsar iloNsain Khandakar. \ ice- President , I)ashar Pnion 
Board. 

But the committee has not been able to effect much improvement on 
account of the obstruction ot the Miitwalli. 

(e) Some properties have been sold. 

(/) For arrears of revenue. 

(g) All action that could, be taken under the Act has been taken 
without much effect. Unless tin* Mutwalli ft removed and the manage- 
ment placed in other hands there is little chance of improving the estate. 
This the law does not empower the Commissioner of Wakfs to do. The 
question of the amendment of the law to enable such action to betaken 
is under my consideration. 

( h ) Does net arise. 
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Mr* 8JJRENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (e), 
will the Tlon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the purpose of 
the wakf has been frustrated by the sale of some of the properties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have 
notice because I cannot answer offhand. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the llon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why the Wakf Commissioner did not pay 
the revenue to protect the estate from being* sold for arrears of revenue? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You have first to ask whether it is the liability 
of the Commissioner. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Wakf Commissioner has the right to pay 
the revenue and thus save the property from being sold for arrears of 
revenue and, if so, will he state the reasons why the Wakf Commis- 
sioner did not do so? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The latt er part of the question doe> not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 could not follow 
the question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: His question is whether under the Wakf Act, the 
Commissioner of Wakfs is hound to pay the rent of a property in case 
it is put up for sale for arrears of rent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He has no funds from 
which to pay. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Has he the right to pay? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It he lias funds to pay, 
lie can do so. Hut there is no statutory obligation. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of the obstruction that the mutwalli put 
against the improvement *d the estate? ' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANi Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by what time the amendment of the Wakf Act is likely 
to be brought before this House? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are other questions 
also* on this point and although the draft is ready, I have not been 
able to introduce the Bill because the opinions received on many of 
the important provisions have been very conflicting. We are still 
considering the question, and all I can say is that 1 might he able to 
introduce the Bill in the Jul\ session. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state who is in charge of collecting rents from the tenants of 
this estate ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot answer that 

question. 


Official use of the term “ Muslim” instead of “Muhammadan, 6to. M . 

•75. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: {a) is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge ol the llmne { Politicals Department awnn*— - 

(i) that a feeling exists amongst the Muslims of Bengal against 

using the word “Muhammadan” and its other forms; and 

(ii) that the word “Muhammadan” and its othei forms give a very 

restricted and narrow sense of the word “Muslim” Y 

(b) If the answer to (<n is in the afhnnat i w\ will the llon'ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to stale whether the Coverriment oi Bengal pro|K)SO 
to adopt the wunl “Muslim” in all lioxeniment records, cones|H)ndencefl 
and other papers in connection with the admmist i at ion ot tin* Province 
of Bengal instead of the words “Mohammedan”. “Mohammedan”, 
“Mahomedan” and “Mahomadan” ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes 

(b) As far as possible, u*s 


Communal ratio of appointments made hy Ch*ef Inspector of Jute 
Registration, Dacca. 

•76. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 

Hon’hle Minister in charge of fin* Agricult' n# Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing *.e jk irately- - 

(a) the number of 0) Muslim, (2> (Vie Hindu, and CD Scheduled 

‘ Caste employees of cver\ denomination apjwiinted by the 
Chief Ins|)ector of Jute Registration. Dacca ; 

( b ) the qualifications of the Thief Inspector: and 

(c) the grounds of his appointment a*- Chief Inspector? 
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The Hoil’ble Ml* TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) All appointment* were 
made by the* Director of T*and Records, Bengal, ft consultation tfith 
the Chief Controller of Jute Registration. The Chief Inspector of Jute 
Registration, Dacca, was however asked to assist in the selection of 
area copyists, primary recorders, office peons and clerks at the Dacca 
centre only, there being two other centres at Manikganj and Narayan- 
ganj in the district. A statement showing the communal allocation 
of the appointments made at the Dacca centre is placed on the tatde. 

{h) He is a Hacheior-of-Eaw, with training in survey and experi- 
ence at the Bar tor about 8 years. 

(c) He had considerable experience in woik of this nature as 
Inspector and Chief Inspector of .lule Census in Dacca and other dis- 
tricts in 1938 and as Chief Inspector of .lule Census in Rangpur in 
1939. Both by education and experience he was considered as one of 
the be#t available candidates. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 76*. 



Muslims 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Area copyists 

2ft 

21 

7 

Primary recorders 

52 

42 

9 

Office (hhjiis 

2 

2 

1 

ClerkH 

2 

1 

1 


Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 

pleased to state how many Schedule Caste candidates applied for area 
copyists, pritnarv recorders, office peons and clerks, respectively? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want notice 

High and middle English schools in the district of Jalptigun. 

•77. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will tho 

Hon' bit* Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — • 

(t) the number of (I) high English schools, and (2) middle 
English schools existing at present in the district of Jalpai- 
t f?uri ; 

(it) the number of them that get Government recurring grant-in- 
aid; and 

(tit) the amount of grant-iu-aid which each of thpm get*? 
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(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

*(i) that the folAwing thanas have got only one middle English 
school within their respective boundaries: — 

(1) Tetulia. 

(2) Falakata, 

' < «l) Kuinargraindiiar. and 

(4) Dhupguri; and 

(ti) that these schools are receiving no Government recurring 
grant-in-aid ? 

i<‘) Will the Ilon ble Minister !>c pleased to state the num tier of — 

Scheduled Caste bo\s and (//) Muslim boys receiving Govern- 
ment monthly scholarships, general oi special, for higher 
education in colleges; and 

(iii) the numl>er of applicants for such Mdmlarships from each com- 
munity separately? 


\<!) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

{*) that dalpaiguri is one of (lie most backward districts in Bengal 
in education; 

\tt) that excepting a negligible small [percentage the indigenous 
population of the district arc poor agriculturists; and 

(m) that about t hree-ioui tics of the Hindu [population are of 
Scheduled Castes? 


(e) Is the lion' hie Minister considering the desirability of spending 
more money foi middle English, high English and higher education 
of the indigenous population of the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid on 

the table. 

(h) (t) Yes. 

(n) Yes, hut the schools receive District Board grant-in-aid. 

(r) Nil. 

((f) Yes. 

(e) Instructions are being given to the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion to take necessary steps in this direction. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 77, 
regarding'particulars of Government aid to high schools and middle English 
schools in the district of Jalpaiguri. 

High English schools. Middle English schools. 

Number of schools . . 6 21 

Number of schools that 
get Government re- 

recurring grant-in-aid 5 ft 


The amount of grant-in-aid which each of tin* schools gets per month — 



Rs. 


Rs. 

Alipur J)uar High 

172 

Panehagarh Mid- 

35 

English. 


dle English. 


Hoda High Eng- 

125 

Sukowa Middle 

35 

lish. 


English. 


De bigun j N. N. 

125 

Hukuli Middle 

25 

High English. 


Englisli 


Domolmni Pol- 

Hill 

Put gram Middle 

25 

wliele High 


English. 


English. 


Mahakalguri M. M. E 

. 50 

Sonaulla Institute 

I4U 



Mr. KHACENDRA 

NATH DAS 

GUPTA: Will the 

Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to 

stale with iv 

le renee to answer (c) 

whether 

instructions turn* alreadv 

been given to 

the Director nt Public 

lnstruc- 

lion to take necessary steps m Ibis direction v 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. 

K. FAZLUL 

HUQ: When the iv 

plv was 

drafted instructions were 

1 being- given 

Now they have already been 


given. 

Suspension of workers of Painting Department of Nonapukur Workshop 
of Calcutta Tramways, Company, Limited. 

•78. Mr. B. MUKHERJEE : p/) Is tin* Hon'bh Ministei in charge 
of the Commerce ami Labour Department aware — 

(?) that as a result ofdhe suspension* of IT workers of the Painting 
Department, in the Nonapukur Workshop of the Calcutta 
Tramways Company, Limited, the workers together with 
the Secretary of the Calcutta Tramway Workers’ Union 
sought an interview with the Assistant Labour Commissioner 
and the Labour Commissioner, Government of Bengal, for 
placing their ease before them on the 28th November. 1939; 
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(ii) that the Secretary of the Tramway Workers’ Union was refused 

. an interview by both the Assistant Labour Commissioner and 
the Labour Commissioner; 

(Hi) that the Tramway Workers’ Union is registered under the 
Indian Trade Union Act ; and 

(71?) that the said Secretary was turned out of their offices by both 
the officers; 

(h) Will the lfon'ble Minister be pleased to state what action he 
proposes to take in the matter? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reasons for 
preventing* peaceful negotiations in the case of a dispute between 
workmen and employers h\ authorised lepresentatives of registered 
trade unions P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) ( 1 ) ami (Hi) Yes 

(ii) Yes. but the men comemed were interviewed ami their griev- 
ance was noted for examination 

fir) No. 

(h) None. 

(r) There has never been anv <| motion of preventing peaceful nego- 
tiations in this ease 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon l ie Minister 
be pleased to 'late whether it is the dut\ of the Labour Commissioner 
and tin* Assistant Labour Commi^i-mer to au\ Seeret«r\ of any 
registered union uhenexm he ^01^ to »ee them? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tl iat ipie^lion does not arise. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: It does. Sir The Secre- 
tary of the Tramwav Workers' Cnion went to see the Labour Commis- 
sioner and the Assistant Labour Commissioner, but they did not see 
him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That depends. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: t \Y?ll the Hon hie Miniver 
be pleased to state w hat was the m»c< ial cm inrrstanee which prevented 
the liuhour Commissioner jrmu sect in* the Secretary of the Tramway 
Workers’. Union? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. ’SUHRAWARDY: The Secretary of this 
Union was present at the time when the Labour Officer interviewed the 
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17 workmen. He took their statements down and the Secretary at that 
moment oft'ei&$ his comments which were takdji down. Thereafter 
when the matter went up to the Assistant Labour Commissioner and 
the Labour Commissioner they did not think it necessary to see the 
Secretary, particularly because the Secretary is the Secretary of a 
Union which is not recognised by tlie Tramway Company. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Did the Secretary of the 
Union ask for a special interview? 

The Hpn’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: No. he did not ask for 

a special interview. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is there any rule to the 
effect that the Labour Commissioner should see only the Secretaries 
of recognised Unions? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That is a ve n era] question. It does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA1UMDAR : The Hon ble Minister 
stated that because the I uiou was not recognised by the Tramway 
Company, so there was no point in seeing the Secretun . The question 
1 should ask is this, that apart from the fact whether ceitain employers 
recognise a particular Union or not, is it not the duty of the Registrar 
of Trade Unions to grant interviews to the Secretaries of Trade Unions 
when the\ wish to go and meet the Registrar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As 1 have said before, 
that depends. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that this is not the first complaint of bad behaviour on the part 
of the Registrar of Trade Unions towards Trade Union Secretaries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. Far from 
not being aware of it, 1 make hold to say here in this House that the 
Labour Commissioner i* invariable courteous to Trade Unions and their 
Secretaries. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer to tlu* question that the said Secretary was turned out of their 
offices by both the officers, did the Hon’ble Minister, make any enquiries 
directly of the persons aggrieved by this alleged action of the officers 
concerned? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Tlmt question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, that 
question arises in this way. The question was tabled and there was a 
definite statement made tor which the questioner took responsibility, 
namely, that the labour Commissioner and the Assistant Labour Com* 
mission ei were discourteous enough to turn out the Secretary of their 
offices. When this question was tabled, I ask. did the Hon’ble Minister 
moke any enquiries to ascertain the truth ot tin* statement /contained 
in this question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has gi\en the answer. Von cannot ask as to 
the method of his giving the answer 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAIUMDAR : I am asking the 

question speiifically, did the Hon ble Ministei 

Mr. 8PEAKER : l can understand your question. You hud better 
put it in this was. “Will the llon'ble Minister make a personal enquiry 
into the mattei.” If that was the question, then it would have arisen; 
otherwise sou will have to ask whether he is prepared to make a 
personal enquiry. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir. I 

will amend the question and ask. was the Ilon'hle Minister pleased to 
make an> personal enquiries? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. You ask him, is he prepared to umk* 
a personal enquirs ? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: He mijrht say that it 

is a request tor action 


Mr. 8PEAKER: No, no. At any rate I won’t say that 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is the Ilon’hle Minister 
prepared to make a persoual enquiry into the matter complained of in 
this question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, I have made 
an enquiry and, I prefer to believe the version of the Labour Commis- 
sioner and the Assistant Labour Commissioner to any hearsay rumour. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be -pleased to state of whom he made enquiries besides 1 the 
Labour Commissioner and the Assistant Labour Commissioner against 
whom the compJaiiils were made? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : As 1 say, I prefer to 
believe the version of the Labour Commissioner and the Assi-tant 
Labour Commissioner. * 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In spite of the Honble 
Minister preferring to believe the version ot those against whom 
complaints have been made, did lie in fairness make enquiries ot any 
other persons who made the complaint and were aggrieved by it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know whether 
any person has been aggrieved except probably the qneslionei. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the 11..,. hie 

Minister lie pleased to stale w bethel he will consider making pei.onal 
enquiries ot the persons alleged to have been aggrieved in this question? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I again. 1 do not 
know whether any person has been aggrieved except ptobablv the 
questioner himself. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The N.ntun .»t the 
Tramwav Workers* Union and tin- questioner himselj won* aggneved 
Will tin* lion lde AIinisti ‘1 ho pleased to make enquiries ot other persons 
who have been ■dmilarU ayjrfieved on other occasions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I he second part ot \our question does* not arise; 
the first pa it is nlriuht 


Harassment of one Babu Satyendra Kumar Basu and his father by 

police. 

•79. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA UUPTA: Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Mr. Satyendra Kumar lbi.su of 20, Amherst Row> Calcutta, 
a released political prisoner, who has been released after the 
completion of his full term of imprisonment and without 
any conditions, is being harassed by the Sukea Street police 
by raising hue and cry before his residence every night; 
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(«) that the aged father of Mr. Basu is being similarL- harassed at 

* T V1 ag ® ho “ e af Farid pur by the InteIHgdhce Branch 
Departrnen of Wong centre, district iSpur and 
esfwcmlly by the Inspector of the said centre, and by his 

<m) that Mr. Basu made several representations to the Deputy <’om- 
missioner of Police, Northern Division, regarding the con- 
duct of the Silken Street police; and 

(n-) that the Deputy Commissioner of Police did not make unv 
enquiries nor did he take any action in the matter? 

Ho, !dl \r 6 7 Wer8 (a) (,) n,,d “** in th <‘ allirmative, is the 

l ™“ n "' *• * - ™i»a, 

(c) What action if any, does he propone to take to assnre the pursuit 
of peaceful normal avocations of life by released political prisoners? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ,„) ,o and <„> 

(in) Yes. 

Or) The Depun ( ’ommissinner did make empirics and look action 
accordingly. 

(I>) Does not arise. 

(c) None. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Itele.m.g to an,«er "No" my 

’ l " | , 7. ,, T ( ' M • »»<• the facts of harassment (other,. serf 

political prisoner and Ins aged lather denied, or is it !t ,|e„j (1 | of t(m 
knowledge of the Ifon’hlc Minister ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. the .p.estion ,,t 
harassment is being denied As regards the aged father, the Cl I) 
Sun-Inspector has only sect, him once or twice and that cannot he 
teuned as harassment In am streM. of imagination. As regards the 
Jierson himself the man was sentenced to f, years’ rigorous imprison- 
ment for possession of rev oK e,s and at his own ropiest he. i« being 
watched by the police in ra>e he i* a^ain suspected of |«o)iticAl crime 
and unnecessary harassment is being avoided. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister I*. 
pleased to state whether his request was to go and shout for him ..t 
midnight pird early hours of the morning? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as this is 
tented. I am loolmg into this and I think that, as far as this particular 
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can© is conctgmed where the question related to possession of a revolver 
and smuggling of weapons, then* does not seem to be any necessity of 
waking him up at midnight to ascertain if he was in the house. As far 
as this jKirticular case is concerned, instructions have already been 
issued that he should not be awakened at dead of night. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is aware that Satyendra Kumar Basu is 
called at the tbuna very frequenth and is made t' wait at the thana for 
hours together and allowed to come out of the thana premises at mid- 
night? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 


Stipends for poor Muslim students in colleges and high schools. 

*80. Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: on U the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(rt that a ver\ large number ot pool Muslim students are com- 
pelled to discontinue their studies in schools and colleges 
owing to poverty; and 

ni\ that the number of stipends in secondary schools and colleges 
are not adequate to meet the demands? 

i 

(6) It the auswer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Miniate** be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
T taken or propose to take in the matter? 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

(b) Additional provision has been made for stipends and scholar- 
ship (enable at colleges during the current year and it is proposed to 
include in next year’s budget a stipend and scholarship scheme for high 
schools. 

* * 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the said scheme for stipends and scholarships 
for High Schools has been included in the next year's budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is some money for 
lfHO-41 and the scheme will be included. 
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Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hnn’blq, Minister be 
pleaded to state whether the additional provision for stipends aud 
scholarships does not seem to him to he tt \treme!\ inadequate as (com- 
pared with the urgent nec essity Y 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Thai is a mattei ot opinion. 


Extemment of one Dr. Monmohon Chatterjee under section 7(1) of 
Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act, 1834. 

•81. Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: < ,n 1> the Uon’ble 

Miiiistei in charge ol the Home Deputt men f aware- 

(i) that l)r. Mon median ( 'hutteijee, son of N a ho Chandra 

Chfttterjee, of Haidchakis, police-station Fatikchuri, district 
Chittagong, who was medical practitioner at 35, Wntgunj 
Street, Kidd(M*|H>re, Calcutta, was externed from notified 
area undei section T t / > of the Bengal Smuggling of Anns 
Act. l f >34. mi Februan , 1B3II. fora jieriod of ‘20 years; 

(ti) that said Mnmnohan Chatterjee is a married man and is the 
only earning member of a family consisting of his younger 
broth ei who is still a student, his wife, 3 minor children, 
old and widowed mother, 2 widowed sisters and a minor 
niece ; 

(mi that after his externment from Calcutta, he first chose Feni as 
venue of his print ice and then shifted himself to Akvab 
where he is at present residing: 

fir > that after his expulsion limn Calcutta he was once arrested and,* 
pi osec tiled on a charge of not giving intimation to police- * 
station of his intended departure from Feni*. 

(r) that he was honournhlv acquitted from tin* charge bv the 
Court ; 

( vi ) that at Akyah he was again ai rested and prosecuted for illegal 
possession of an unlicensed firearm and live cartridges; 

(rt») that the Court acquitted him again from the charge; 

* * 

( rm ) that being compelled to leave the place of his business at 
Calcutta where he strenuously built up his practice for more 
. 'than 12 years and being repeatedly harassed bv jioliee at 
Akyab he has been put to difficulties to earn even bis liveli- 
hood ; and 

Or) that he is living in a very stranded condition with his family ? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, does the Ho* ’hie 
Minister contemplate the removal of' the order of externment or modi- 
fication of the order enabling him to reside at his native district of 
Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) H), <m) to (rti) Yes. 

(it) He is a married man but I have no iniormation regarding his 
family or dependants. 

(viu) and (ijt) T have no infonnation. 

(b) No. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having compiled Dr Mon- 
mohan Chatterjee to live in Burma, does tin* Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to make enquiries as to how ihe meml>ers of bis fnmiU are 
maintaining themselves? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 .iiu sorry, Sir, that the 
honourable member has not read the answers projierh . (io\ eminent 
have never compelhnl him to go to Burnm He was on!\ externed from 
Calcutta and Chittagong. That is all. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 11a ving externed him from 
Calcutta whore he used to practise for 1 ? vears foi bis living and a Do 
from Chittagong where he went to make a living by practice, doe*- the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to find out how lie and his dependants 
are maintaining themselves v 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think lh\ Chatterjee 
did not go to Chittagong, but 1 think he started practice in Noakhali 
and he went from Noakhali of his own accord to Butina. 


Proceedings drawn against industrial workers during 1938-39. 

•82. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: <«» Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and labour Department be pleased 
to state — 

(D the number of proceedings drawu by the police against the 
industrial workers of Bengal under section 107. Criminal 
Procedure Code, during the official year 1938-^9; and 

(tt) in how many cases were binding orders passed by the Court? 
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( 4 ) Ib the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that in regard to the proceedings under section 107, Criminal 

Procedure Code, drawn against the 11 workers of the 
Calcutta Electric' Supply Corporation this year, the com- 
plainants were all members of a rival union; and 

(u) that this rival union is controlled by the Hengal National 

Chamber of Labour? 

(r) Is it a fact that as is evident from the Court proceedings no 
enquiries were made by the then officer- in- -charge of Cossipore j>olice- 
station before drawing the proceedings except in the case of one in 
which after enquiry the police did not proceed with? 

(d) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister Wn drawn to the 
presidential address of the Mayor of Calcutta to the workers of Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation held on the 23rd June, 1939, in Albert 
Hall making certain allegations against the said otficcr-in-charge of 
the Cossipore police-station? 

(e) Is it a fact that resolutions were passed by the workers drawing 
the attention of the Government and urging the transfer of the said 
officer ? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been 
taken in the matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (,) I am informed 

that there were ti eases in Calcutta; district figures are not available. 

(ft) Three cases. Two other cases were dropped on the accused 
persons giving undertaking that they would not create any further 
trouble. 

(b) t (d) to if) Government have no information. 

( c ) I am informed that this is not so. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
(b) ( i ), will the Hon’ble Miniver be pleased fco state whether it is a fact 
that in the evidence which the Officer Commanding, Police Station, 
Cossipore, gave before the Police Court at Sealdab he said that there 
were two rival Unions at Cossipore and that the complainant and 
the accused were members of those Unions ? 

Mr. SPEAKlR: That question does not arise. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: I submit, Sir, it <€om. 
The Hon’ble Minister says with reference to question (b) (?), viz., ’'that 
in regard to the proceedings under section 107, Criminal Procedure 
Code, drawn against the 11 workers of the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation this year, etc.”, that Government have no information,, in 
his answers (b), (d) to (/). The fact is that the evidence which the 
Officer Commanding, Cossijx>re Police Station, gave was given before 
the Police Court at Sealdah where the case was going on and where 
the proceedings under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, were 
referred to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. You can ask him 
whether he has gone through those proceedings. 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has gone through these proceedings ? 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir, I have not. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: On a question of privilege, 
Sir. When definite mention has been made of these proceedings, was 
it not the duty of the Hon’hle Minister to go through those proceedings? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With ret, ‘rente to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether copies of the 
resolution* were sent to the Hon’ble Minister himself, the Labour 
Commissioner and the Assistant Tvabour Commissioner? Did he get 
them ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. I do not 
remember receiving any. 


Recognition of oertain primary schools in Kushtia subdivision. 

. 

*83. Babu LAK8HMI NARAYAN BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

£*) that the Sub-Inspector of Schools of the Euslitia subdivision, 
district Nadia, inspected the upper primary schools of 
Houshpur, Jothpara and Ajudia and the lower primary 
school of Kamardanga of the same subdivision ; and 
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iff) that he recorded in the Visit Books of the said schools that 
there were sufficient number of Scheduled Caste students 
and qualified teachers in them? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state when these schools are likely to be recog- 
nised and aided? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (<i) Yes. 

(b) All the schools have been recognised and aided except tho 
Ajudia Primary School the location ol which was disapproved by the 
Site Selection Committee. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
village Ajudia is thickly populated by the backward Scheduled Caste 
people consisting of more than 150 houses and the local people are 
feeling the necessity of a primary school there? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have already auswered 
that the location was disapproved b) the Site Selection Committee; I 
have not said anything else. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Jiou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the school has been disapproved? What are the reasons? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Are you satisfied that the Site Selection Com- 
mittee is a Government Committee or a Committee of the School Hoard? 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: It is a Committee of the School Board. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then that question does not arise. 

Babti MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In consideration ol the back- 
wardness in education ol the Scheduled Castes will the lion’ hie Minister 
be pleased to direct the Site Selection Committee 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

• 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is aware that amongst all the schools this 
is the onJy»school having the highest number t#f Scheduled Caste boys 
and managed by the Scheduled Caste jieople? * 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Allegation against the offloer-in-oharge of Nalitabari poUoe-stitioji 
ill Mymeneingh. # 

•84. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHAUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon' hie Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact — 

( i ) that the officer-in -charge of the police-station at Nalitabari in 
the district of Mymensingh is indiscriminately calling the 
people to the thana for recording their relatives; and 

(it) that there exists a feeling amongst the people of the locality 
over this action of liis? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether this action of his has the approval 
of the higher authority? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No; 13 people, 
in respect of whom history sheets were being opened, were called. 

(it) The local people were on the whole pleased that action was being 
taken against this gang. 

(b) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Illness of a political prisoner Babu Pumananda Das Gupta at Alipore 

Central Jail. 

67. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(t) that political prisoner Babu Puruanunda Das Gupta is lying ill 
in the Alipore Central Jail in a precarious condition; 

(ti) that for the last four months he had to be kept on liquid diet; 
(ttt) that his ailment is mainly due, to an acute stage of bleeding 
piles which requires immediate surgical operation ; 

( iv ) that last year he was sent to the Medical College Hospital for 
operation but was sent buck to jail suddenly * on police 
intervention without being operated upon; and 
(v) that the present precarious condition of his health is mainly 
due to his not being operated upon timely? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bld 
If^ster be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the ^desirability of his immediate transfer to the Medical College 
Hodjrital for operation? 

, ( c ) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


Th# Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (h) His con- 

dition is not considered precarious. He is at present an indoor patient 
of the Medical College Hospital. 

(it) Yes. He suffers from chronic indigestion and inability to 
digest any kind of solid food. 

{hi) The latest medical opinion is that he has got three piles and 
requires operation. 

(tv) In November, UM8, he was admitted to the Medical College 
Hospital for an oj>cration but as operative treatment was then contra- 
dicted lie was sent back to jail. 

(v) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In it a tact that although Purnananda 
I)as Gupta like other jxditical prisoners is entitled to write letters to his 
relatives, lie is not allowed to write alxnit bis illness? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 would refer the honour- 
able ineinlier to the Jail Code. 1 do not earn the Jail Code in my 
hand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I* it known to tin 1 Hon’ble Minister 
that Purnananda Das Gupta wrote a letter to his elder brother at Dacca 
on 10th December last, the letter being duly censored and passed by the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, on the Kith December — a 
letter in which Purnananda complained that some time buck he was 
taken to the Medical College Hospitals for treatment, but lie could not 
get treatment as the police intervened? 


The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable member’s 
information is absolutely incorrect. The police did not intervene, and 
the answer given is absolutely correct. And it was at that time that he 
was medically advised that it was not a fit case for operation. He was 
sent to Hie Jail Hospital, and the Medical Officer in charge of thj jail 
was not satisfied with that opinion. He sent him back to the Medical 
College and had him examined by another doctor and very likely fie is 
going to be operated upon to-morrow. 
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. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: But, Sir, I have a letter from §m 
making a definite complaint in this matter. 


Mr. SPEAKER. 1 But the Hon’ble Minister has given his reply and 
in any case the operation is going to he held to-morrow. 


Consulting local M.L.As. in the matter of nominating members to Debt 
Settlement Boards. 

6*. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether the local M.L.As. are consulted at the time 
of sending proposals for nominations to Debt Settlement Boards? 

(h) If so, who are the M.L.As. so consulted? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) Officers have been instructed to consider any suggestions 
made in this behalf by representative non-officials including members 
of the legislature. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir. with reference to 
answer (h) and (r), namely, that it does not arise. I submit, Sir, that 
it does arise. The question is whether M.L.As. are consulted.’ The 
second question is, if so, who are t lie M.L.As. so consulted. But in 
answer to all these, the Hon'ble Minister says that (h) and (c) do not 
arise. I do not know, Sir, whether lie has understood this question or 
even understood his own answer. So, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the honourable member for Bagerhat was 
consulted in the matter of nomination to the Debt Settlement Boards 
in the subdivision of Bagerhat? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, t it is a separate question. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: I submit, Sir, that this is 
a general question, but if the Hon’ble Minister cannot answer it offhand, 
let hhn ask for notice. 

Tht Hoit’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Put a straight question. 
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Ir. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May 1 enquire whether the 

I’ble Minister is prepared to give a corn preheu si ve list of the mem- 
7,of the Legislature who have been already consulted in the matter 
of nomination to the Debt Settlement Boards? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I have 
already given the answer in ( a ), where I have indicated that whenever 
suggestions have been made by members of the Legislature they have 
been considered; but it is difficult to give n list of members who have 
been consulted. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The question was whether they had been con- 
sulted, and your answer was that if they gave suggestions then they 
were considered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even that, Sir, is a supplementary 
answer. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 take it that your answer is that they are not 
ordinarily consulted, but that only if they give the suggestions are they 
considered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, Sir, that 
is so. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: But the fact on the other 

hand is that the suggestions are not considered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the instances in which suggestions as stated in answer (<*) have 
been considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I ask for 

notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if the Government is considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions as have been mentioned in answ<* (nl to the effect that all 
M.L.As. irrespective of their party labels should be consulted before 
nomination are made to the Debt Settlement Boards ? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not think 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA iANYAL: My question was whether Govern- 
ment is considering the desirability of issuing instructions for consulta* 
tion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have said 

just now that I do not consider it necessary as the instructions are 
already there. 

Protection of Mutwaiiis and Wakf eetatee. 

68. Maiflvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Does the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department contemplate amendment 
of section 70 of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934, to provide additional safe- 
guards for the protection of Mutwaiiis and the wakf estatesP 

(b) If so, whenP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is under con- 
sideration. 


Amendment of Bengal Wakf Act, 1934. 

70. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to introduce any 
Bill to amend the present Wakf Act of 1934 P 

(b) If so, when is the Bill likely to be introduced in the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) I hope to introduce a Bill shortly. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is examining the provisions of the several amend- 
ing Bills introduced by members of this House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


tilting up of tho Kumar and oertain rivors in Faridpur. 

71. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware — 

i(i) that the Chandana, Kumar and Palong-Naria rivers in the 
district of Faridpur have almost silted up and have become 
unnavigable during the winter season ; 
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(it) that owing: to the silting up of the Lower Kumar, there ha* 
^ been a loss of an annual income of a few lakhs from the 

toll-collection on the Bil route; 

(Hi) that owing to the silting up of the said rivers, communication* 
by steamers and boats in many parts of the district of 
Faridpur have become impossible; and 

(iv) that the lock and sluice gates put up on the mouths of several 
canals falling into the Lower Kumar have become useless 
for the purpose of protecting the Lower Kumar from being 
silted up? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) {tv) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for maintaining those gates P 

(c) Is the Ilou ble Minister aware that those gates now — 

(i) affect agric ulture, health and communication of the public con- 

cerned ; and 

( n ) cause a recurring loss of Government revenue? 

(d) Has the llon’ble Minister’s Department prepared any schemes 
for dredging the alwvementioned rivers or for resuscitating all or any 
of the abovementioned rivers? 

(e) If so, when do the Government projK>se to undertake to imple- 
ment those schemes? 

(/) Is it the decision of the Local Government not to make any 
attempt to improve the steamer and bout communications in the district 
of Faridpur? 

(g) Are the Provincial Government proposing to move the Govern- 
ment of India to oj>eu new railway lines to remove the difficulties of 
communication of that district? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim* 
bazar): {a) ( i ) and (m) The attention of the honourable member is 
invited to the replies which I gave to parts (b) (t) and (it) and (d) ( iii ) 
of his starred question No. 303A and to part (tf) of his unstarred 
question No, 44 on the 8th April, 19-38, and the 6th March, 1939, 
respectively. 

(ii) Yes. 

(iv) and (b) The lock and sluice gate# are still useful in maintaining 
a better flow and retarding siltation. 

(c) (t) I am informed that they do not affect agriculture and frablic 
health and do not cause any considerable interference to boat traffic. 

(ii) No. 
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(d) to (f) The attention of the honourable member is invited to the 
replies which I gave on the 8th April, 19&8, to parts (c) and (e) to Jig) 
of his starred question No. 503A, 

(/j) No. The attention of the honourable member is invited to the 
reply which I gave on the 22nd February, 1939, to part (c) of his 
unstarred question No. 30. 


Mr* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the mouths of the canals which fall into the Bower Kumar and over 
which sluice gates have been put up have been silted up? 

The Hovt’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is the usual effect oi the sluices tor which they are discouraged by 
experts. 


Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the gates are kept closed for a 
long jieriod in the year and at least during the time of the first rains? 


Mr, SPEAKER: Why not discuss this matter in your Budget 
speech or during the voting on demands? 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I may not get an oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then give others a chance. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: I do not know how many 
minutes each meml>er will get for discussing Irrigation. 

Will the Hoidble Minister please state whether it is not a fact that 
at the time of cultivation these canals which used to supply water 
previously are «not supplying water for the purpose of cultivation? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I do not think that these canals are dried up completely, although some 
of them have been deteriorated. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state what kind of utility is there for keeping these gates? 

, * 

The Hon*bto Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbaiari 

I would refer the honourable member to my reply (6). 
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Mr. BURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The reply says that they are use- 
fulja maintaining a better flow ami retarding siltation. Will be there- 
fore please state why, in spite of the gates being there, the Lower 
Kumar is being more and more silted up? 

The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbozar: 

I admit that the sluice and locks have not been as successful as it was 
hoped they would lx* when they were const meted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: U the lion hie Minister aware 
that, not to speak of steamers, even boats are not able to puss over the 
Lower Kumar at several parts? 

The Hon ’hie Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cosetmhazari 

Yes. Sir: I am aware ot the ditlicult\ ot navigation in that part of 
the river. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please state whether Government propose to dredge the l^ower Kumar 
this year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbozar: 

Sir, dredging is not considered to be the remedy hut only a means for 
the improvement of a canal. Government, however, is considering 
how a permanent improvement can be effected and as soon as the investi- 
gation is completed, a scheme will l>e prewired. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please state whether Government had prepared a scheme for resuscitat- 
ing the Ghandana river ami the Lowei Kumar? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, the hydraulic investigation of the ('bandana river system has been 
completed and the contour survey which commenced in January last is 
expected to be completed by the end ot | rr i ) this year. After the data 
are collected the engineers of Government will be in a position to prepare 
a scheme. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether he is aware that owing to the silting up of the rivers in 
one district many parts which were never visited by malaria now get 
malaria-stricken ? 

’ - < • ■ k 

Mr. WEAKER: That question doe. not ui*e. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I submit, Sir, it does arise, as 
per answer (c) (i). However, Sir, will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether in view of the fact that public health has already 
deteriorated owing to the silting up of the river Government should not 
now reconsider the question of recommending to the Government .of 
India the establishment of a railway tor the purpose of communication 
within that district? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion also does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I would draw your atten- 
tion to the answer to (c) (ri) where the answer is “no”. The basis of 
this answer “no” w’as an answer which he gave to a question of mine in 
February, 1939, that the Public Health I)ej>artment reported that the 
construction of a railway would affect the health of the locality. My 
submission is that the health of the locality has already been affected 
by the silting up of the river. Will the Ifon’ble Minister, therefore, be 
pleased to reconsider whether the Government of Bengal should not 
recommend to the Government of India for the construction of a 
railway ? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

T may remind my honourable friend that the question of the construc- 
tion of the railway was considered or rather recommended by the old 
Government once in 1914 and again in 1920, but this was turned down 
by the Government of India on the ground of the unremunerative 
character of the scheme. 


Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A V ill the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the Lower Kumar Scheme which 
was inaugurated about 13 years back has been a complete failure in 
spite of large sums of money being spent on the same? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I have already intimated that it has not been a success to the extent to 
which it was expected. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: What was the amount of money 
spent so far? 

Tha Hon'blt Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Comimbazar: 

I want notice. 
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Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon‘ble Minister be 
pleased to Btate if the local people are opposed to the Madaripur Bhii 
Scheme ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t repeat and dou’t bring West Bengal into 
your district. 

Additional Day for General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have just heard that Government are prepared 
to give an additional day for the discussion of the Budget. The only 
day that is available is to-morrow. Unfortunately 1 shall not be able 
to come. But, I hope, the House will pardon me, because I have 
already made heavy engagements to-morrow from ft a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
I may he absent. In any case the House will sit to-morrow from 11 a.m. 

For the time being the House stands adjourned for 20 minutes for 
prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad 
that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister has referred to the prevalence 
ot war conditions in Europe. We do not know, Sir, what the possible 
effects of this war will be — whether they will he to tin* detriment or 
to the welfare of the future of India. But t he fact remains that we 
are hoping for better times and better days. Sir, so far as this Budget 
is concerned our friend the Finance Minister has said that we have got 
temporary benefits out of the effects of this war. Sir, I wi 11 not trouble 
the House by mentioning the different items included in the statement 
that has been put before us by the Hon’hle Finance Minister. Sir, 
I am glad that you yourself put forward some remarks so far as the 
administration of the present Ministry is concerned. In every depart- 
ment the very same thing is happening to-day. What is happening 
to you in your department, the very same t^ing is happening in other 
departments also. 

Sir, I have before me one big book which is nicely printed and 
possibly* a large amount of money has been spent by Government on 
this book which goes by the name of “Two Years of Provincial Autonomy 
In Bengal.” It will be * found in this book that the programme on 
behalf of the Ministry has been published and I will, for the edification 
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of the House, read out the items that have been placed before the 
country by the Ministry, and let us analyse how far the Ministry* has 
been able to implement the programme set forth therein. 

Sir, we all know that when this programme was enunciated, we 
all had a hand in it. We really hoped to build up a happier Bengal, 
a newer Bengul, a fresher Bengal in place of a Bengal which is, as the 
ilon’ble Finance Minister lias mentioned in his Budget speech, cdm- 
posed of ill-clad, ill-fed and half-clad people. We hoped that by 
implementing the programme set before the country, these people would 
have better days. 

Let me cite the items contained in the programme. 

The first item of the programme is in connection with the Permanent 
Settlement. The second item is the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. The third is the amendment of the Public Demands Recovery 
Act. The fourth is to devise wa>s and means of freeing the cultivators 
from the crushing burden of indebtedness. The fifth is the amendment 
of the Co-operative Societies Act so as to make it really conducive to 
the economic advancement of the people. The sixth is the immediate 
introduction of free and compulsory prinian education without taxation 
of the poor who are unable to beai the burden. The seventh is the 
reduction in the cost of administration. The eighth is to control the 
price of jute through (a) limitation of production, (b) marketing 
boards, and (c) other suitable measures. The ninth is the resuscitation 
of dead and dying rivers and hhaJx through local manual labour. The 
tenth is to undertake measures of public health and rural sanitation. 
The eleventh is the repeal of tobacco tax and taxes on the necessities 
of life. The twelfth is the repeal of repressive laws and release of 
political prisoners and detenus, consistent with public safety. The 
thirteenth is to devise ways and means for solving the unemployment 
problem. The fourteenth is the amendment of the Calcutta University 
Act. and the establishment of a Board of Secondary Education in Bengal. 
The fifteenth is the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. 

Now, Sir, let us consider the different items. So far as the cost 
of administration is concerned, if this Ministry had any brains, if 
they bad any ideology, if they had any intention and real desire to 
benefit the people of this province, the first thing they should have 
done would have been to reduce the cost of administration. Every- 
where it is done. The Finance Minister has produced here a deficit 
Budget. The Hon’ble Finance Minister’s position is that of a man 
preparing a. Budget of Ks. 200 who has got only Rs. 40 with him. 
Why not curtail your own expenditure? If you really want to re- 
construct Bengal, you must first plan for such reconstruction and 
economic development and place the same before the country. The 
country will not then lag behind to give the Ministry the warmeat 
support for expenditure to earn* out the plan. Instead of that, you 
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roam about the country and foment all sorts of communal troubles by 
putting forward all sorts of communal ideas and slogans, such as, “Islam 
is in danger’ ’ and so on. That will not carry you through. Unfor- 
tunately many such things were said yesterday. One of our friends 
who does not belong to Bengal, who belongs to a remote corner of India, 
always comes to remind us who are on this side of this House that 
Islam is in danger, as if the monopoly of Islam is in the pocket of some* 
gentleman either of this province or of that province. We belong to 
Bengal and we claim to know Bengal better than anyone hailing from 
other provinces. You may go to Sind and advise your Alla Bux 
Ministry to do anything, but we tic* not want the recurrence of Sukkur 
tragedy here 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are to address the Chair, 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, through you I am addressing 
the House. 

Sir, I may at the outset draw the attention not only of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardv, the present Finance Minister and who is also in 
charge of two other portfolios, but also of the other Ministers. I am 
very sorry, the Hon’ble Chief Minister is not here as he is the mail 
who lias really to carry the burden of responsibility for carrying on 
the administration and all blame that will attach to the Government 
will be primarily his. Therefore, Sir, I would have been very glad 
if lie had been here. We all know that lie promised many things. 
He promised not only dal hlmt to the poor peasants of the province, 
but he promised them primary education which falls within his own 
portfolio. It is often said by the other side that this side of the* 
House offer you obstruction and criticise the action of the Ministry 
in season and out of season. I will say with all humility that if they 
bring forward proposals for ameliorating the condition of the masses. 
— measures which will really be conducive to the interests of the masses 
— believe me, we will not put any obstruction in their way. But what 
do we find?' They have not even to-day any planned constructive 
scheme or any planned economy. 

My friend, the Hon’abie Finance Minister, was in charge of Rural 
Reconstruction also. But I doubt very much if my friend knows how 
dkrni gatch grows or whether planks are made from dhan gatch. I do 
not know whether he knows all these things.* (The Hon’ble Mr. H, S. 
Stthbawardy : Do you know how this is done!") Yes, I know quite 
well. 

Sir, we are waiting to hear from the Hon’ble Finance Minister his 
words of wisdom when he will sum up the debate and reply to the 
various speeches. Sir, I am really speaking in all seriousness. The 
Coalition Government is running the administration of this province 
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and we also know that if this Ministry were really serious, they could 
do a lot for improving the condition of the masses. In the beginning 
they started well and probably, at that time, they wanted to catch the 
imagination of the people. Therefore, they began quite all right. 
But possibly not knowing what shape things will take hereafter or 
what turn events will take in future, all sorts of things are now being 
put in in the administration. I can assure the Ministry that if they 
take up planned schemes for the real benefit of the masses, certainly 
this side of the House will not put any obstruction in their way. 
The Ministry will perhaps put forward the plea that they have advanced 
Muslim education and Muslim culture and all sorts of things. But 
when the actual details are placed before us we find that no real 
benefit to the Muslims has been done. So far as the interests of the 
masses are concerned, the question of Muslims or Hindus does not 
■arise. I may take for example the question of primary education. 
If the Ministry had taken upon themselves the introduction of free 
compulsory primary education, taxation proposals might have been all 
right. But 1 do not understand why they should rush the legislation 
through and not take upon themselves the consequence if they knew 
that they could not carry the scheme through. Although the Act was 
passed ubout 8 or II years back, even to-day the primary education 
scheme is a dead letter. Now the proposals are made and possibly 
before the next elections are held they will say that it took five years 
for them to think in their silence. 

Nowadays the Home Minister is obsessed with the bogey of com- 
munism. Everywhere he sees red. Externment orders are being 
issued and possibly day after to-morrow externment orders will be 
issued by him on some persons who stand for the interests of the masses 
4ind stand in their way. * 

Sir, apart from the fact that this is a deficit Budget, a few grants 
bere and there, a few grants for a madrasah, a few grants for a school, 
■another grant to another institution, these do not redound to the credit 
*)f the administration, and they will not benefit the people at large. 
If you really mean any benefit to the people, take some constructive 
scheme, whether in ^the shape of rural reconstruction or resuscitation 
of the dead and dying rivers which is Maharaja Sahib's portfolio, or 
in the shape of industrial scheme. What has been done so far as the 
industries are concerned? Sir, I am not criticising the Ministry for 
the sake of criticism. I am simply asking the Ministry in all humility 
as to what they have done for the masses. 

We find that the Budget which has been produced before us has 
been presented in the old bureaucratic way. When I was in the old 
Council I had some experience in which these things used to be done, 
And the same style is being followed even now. In countries whether 
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in Russia or in Germany, Totalitarian States or Dictatorial Govern- 
ments, you will find that Governments put forward schemes and aak 
the Legislature to support the schemes. If the Legislature refuses to 
support those schemes, then the question arises as to what the Govern- 
ment. should do. The situation here in this province was very favour- 
able to this Ministry. Really, Sir, this Ministry could have done 
great things. My friend Mr. Suhrawardy in the last portion of his 
Budget speech says that, so far as the beneficent activities are con- 
cerned, so far as rural reconstruction scheme is concerned “to all those 
who know and deplore the conditions in which the ill-educated, ill- 
housed, ill-fed and malariu-stricken sons of Bengal live this year’s 
Budget must he as great a disappointment as it is to me personally.” 
This sounds quite all right. But what has been done to improve the 
condition of agriculture? 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 am sorry, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, your time 

i> up. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: One minute more, Sir. 

I will only -ay. Sir, that the Budget that has been produced before 
us, the statement that has been read before us, is really very disappoint- 
ing and hereafter we do not know what other thingH the Ministry will 
produce before us. Let us hope that under happier conditions, under 
conditions which will conic hereafter, we will he able to create a new, 
a happier and a better Bengal 


Mr. R. M. SASSOON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supporting the Finance 
Minister on his comprehensive but modest survey of the financial 
sti net ure of this province. I must eongiatulate him on the versatility 
he has shown ever since he has been a Minister. lie has held more port- 
folios than any of hi** colleagues and to step so suddenly into the realm 
of finance was an unenviable task, made all t lie more difficult, as be 
succeeded a predecessor whose reputation in that subject wiis accepted 
by most of us here. At the outset I propose to make it clear that I 
do not view the future with as much gloom as Mr. Suhrawardy. On 
the contrary, I would draw the attention of this House to the first few 
lines of the same published report of the ‘Central Board of Directors 
of the Reserve Bank quoted by him in his speech. They said, “On 
the whole the economic outlook at the end of 19d9 appeared to be 
brighter than at any time during the past ten years.” In my Jjuroble 
opinion I see every reason for a continuance of that improvement 
because the fundamental position of Indian Industry to-day remains 
extremely satisfactory more especially as it is in a position to derive 
25 
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a maximum advantage of war conditions. The war has led to a large 
demand for a number of India’s primary products, and it has resulted 
in a greatly enhanced price for these products. 

Turning to the Budget, the figures put before us show an expected 
deficit on the working for 1940-41 of 57 lakhs on Revenue as agairiit 
a revised estimate of 14 lakhs deficit for 1949-40. As regards this 
deficit, we would urge Government to use their utmost endeavours in 
the collection of their dues so that at leasl the Revenue Budget of 
1949-40 will !>e made to balance. Since the new constitution the Pro- 
vincial Government has conducted its own hanking operations and the 
introduction of the Debt Deposit Section in which these are shown 
has not unnaturally been a source* of some puzzlement on occasions to 
mem tiers of tin* House There now an] tears to be u danger that tin* 
operations of Government on that side of the accounts ma\ prove to 
have repercussions on the ordinary Revenue and K\]>eiidiltirc Budget 
with which we are all familiar This arises bemuse ihe Debt Deposit 
operations affect our was s and means position In this connection, 
under Ihe heudinu of Loans and Advances b\ the Government, we notice 
that loans have continuall \ incieascd in the last two \oars, and while 
Government expect to recover a portion of these loans this vein, we 
would emphasise that the depletion of the financial resources of the 
province are mainly due to these loans and not to the losses incurred 
in Revenue. Examination of the figures show that last \ear there 
was a Revenue surplus of one thousand rupees and the \ear before one 
c.rorc seventeen lakhs. Therefore, since the new (\msfitution there has 
been no deficit on Revenue Account We consider in consequence that 
the money required should be more correct 1\ obtained In provincial 
borrowing and not by recourse to taxation. 

In the Budget speech a year ago a provincial loan of rupees one 
erore was foreshadowed as a provision against this verv dangerous 
depletion of balances and we notice that some time before the outbreak 
of hostilities it was decided not to resort to this loan. We wonder if 
the Finance Ministei has since had cause to regret ihe decision 
Although tin* figures show that there is an appreciable decline in 
receipts from jute, we consider it is largely as a result of the difficult 
shipping position. Large stocks lying at the godowns of mills await- 
ing shipment will bear this out. With an improvement in shipping 
facilities during the current year, it is not impossible that the ultimate 
figures may show a considerable improvement. 

We notice that provision has been made for an increase in the 
number of Debt (Conciliation Boards as also for rewards to selected 
members in recognition of their services. We should like to draw 
Government’s attention to the fact that while we have always considered 
that the establishment of these Boards was a very good scheme as was 
originally intended, opinion has it that they have in some instances 
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been wrongly used. As a (consequence the results uf this misuse ui 
«6w being felt and credit for the agriculturist is slowly drying up. 

We are pleased that there is an improvement of 7 lakhs under Lan 
Jievenue proper. 'Phis is one of the province's biggest single sou ret 
of income and with higher prices for agricultural products, better eo 
lections are sure to result. There is always a danger that these collet 
tions may come to be affected by relaxation of the procedure of ren 
recovery and we trust that the Government will maintain its elos 
watch on the situation. 

That, the} are not indifferent to the requirements of primary an 
other phases of education is made dear by the large ineiease in expend] 
ture under lliis head Kdmatinu in India offers a most strikin 
paradox. On the one hand we ha\e by fur the greater majority o 
the population sunk deep in illiteracy. And, on the other, we hav 
the cities and towns overflowing with graduates, tew ot whom can b 
employed. We therefore welcome the special provisions under th 
heading ot Agrii ultuie and we feel that much inn be done by the vomi; 
men of the educated middle-classes who flock to the l»ig» cities in scare 
of employment They would be doing a valiant service to the provine 
and to themselves it they would return to their villages and help 1 
introduce higher standards of education, agriculture and social lit 
generally. This is now being successfully tried in Hyderabad and i 
has the full support of His Kxallcd Highness the Nizam. Th 
success of these young men is a matter merely of perseverence and self 
denial, and it would in a measure help to solve tin* unemploymen 
problem ot this province. 

We are glad to notice the progress that is being made under th 
heading of Co-operative Credit and that there lias been an increase ii 
the appointment of auditors to this depat Uncut We hope that 
separate department tor auditing Co-operative Societies and Lam 
Mortgage Banks is being set up under the guidance of the Kcserv 
Bank of India as was contemplated. 

It is perhaps well to take (In', opportunity to icuuud the Houh 
that the long session last yea? <osf the province ovei 2 lakhs and w 
therefore welcome the report recently issued by the Director of Publi 
Information which shows the ratio ot communal appointment# abou 
which much time in the House has been wasted and which represent 
a good proportion of the questions that ar% u*ked by members 

T am personally pleased to M*e that the Association for the Preven 
tion of Blindness continues to he rerognised and that they are beinj 
given a further grant to increase the number of their traveling difl 
pensaries. Much good work is being done by this Association in th 
province, and I am aware that two of their dispensaries alone havi 
treated nearly 80,000 cases since they commenced work. 
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Finally, while we applaud the steps that have been taken for 
securing the growers of jute an adequate price for their produce, *we 
must deplore any attempt to force prices to uneconomic levels. It is 
unwise for Government to see only the cultivator’s point of view, and 
I would recommend to them the old saying — 

“When doing good do it little by little 

When you wish to do evil you do il all at once.” 

Therefore to allow the cultivator to get used to levels which are not 
justified by the laws of supply and demand is to encourage him to live 
in a fool's paradise, A little quiet calm deliberation and forethought 
will show that lhere is both wisdom and strength in moderation. A 
thing may look specious in theory and yet be ruinous in practice. In 
addition, it is important that the cultivator whose meagre resources 
have for years been depleted should be encouraged in every way to put 
by as much as he can of his present earnings and thus strengthen his 
powers of future resistance. It is not enough merely to hope that he 
will not fritter his windfall away — he should In* assisted in this 
important direction. It would be as well to remember that to ameliorate 
poverty may be necessary, hut we know that just as essential are the 
main tomtit re of such qualities as individual ability to save. 

Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
always difficult to know as to what constructive suggestions may be 
given on an occasion like this. Moreover, as this is a deficit Budget 
for the second year in succession, one is tempted to make scathing 
criticisms, but I shall refrain from doing so. 

It would 1 m* unsportsmanlike not to congratulate the llon'ble the 
Finance Minister on this his first Budget for his very frank Budget 
statement. But probably due to the present international situation it 
was not possible for Government to paint a rosier picture for the 
improvement of the condition — to quote the Hon 'hie the Finance 
Minister’s own words — of the ill-educated, ill-housed, ill-fed, malaria- 
stricken sons of Bengal. 

As many speakers before me have spoken in detail on the exact 
amount of deficit, 1 shall not go into details; hut l am glad to find 
that the savings under General Administration were mainly due to 
smaller expenditure on legislative bodies aud under Police and Adminis- 
tration of Justice. I would only like to make one observation while 
we are on the question of the effect of war on certain main * sources of 
revenue in this province aud that is, that in meeting some of the 
extraordinary charges, «.</., air raid precautions, special police, etc., 
the more important items of the Budget, namely, the sums allotted for 
the health, welfare and education of the rural areas are not neglected. 
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Looking 1 through the Irrigation Budget it in gratifying to note that 
tmongst the various schemes mentioned by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister in his statement there is a provision for the improvement of 
the Aurora Khal in the Hooghly district which, I am sure, if taken upv, 
will no doubt improve the general condition of the cultivators in a 
large tract. 

It would not be out of place to mention here almut the Eden ('anal 
Rates. The rate charged in the Eden Canal Area under the Irrigation 
Act is over Rs. 8-8 an acre, whereas Rs. per acre has been fixed 
for the Damodar Canal Area urnler the Development Act, 

The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is compulsory. 

Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: Considering the im- 
perfect supply of water in the Eden Canal the rate is too high and 
requires revision. Government should try to anticipate public agita- 
tion in this case so as not to allow a difficult situation to develop as it. 
happened in the case of the Damodar Canal Area. Practical lly all the 
districts of the Burdwan Division except Howrah suffer more or less 
from drought. The district.** which suffer the most and almost every 
second or third year are Bankura and Birbhum. Government have 
three irrigation projects under consideration for this area, vi/.., the 
More Scheme for Birbhum, the Darnkeswar Scheme for Bankura and 
the Hooghly- II overall Scheme for the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly 
and Howrah, f regret to find that no provision has been made for 
any of these schemes in the Budget. T hope that Government will 
soon eotne up for a supplement ary demand for at least one of these 
schemes. They are of vital importance to the people of a large portion 
of West Bengal. 

Under Medical Expenses, I am glad to find that Government, pro- 
poses to make an annual grant of Rs. 10,000 to the Jabadpur Tuber- 
culosis Hospital. This amount, although not adequate for the purpose 
of fighting this dieaded disease in this province, is no doubt a great 
help to the A*>so< iatioii, and 1 would be glad if it would be possible 
for Government when renewing thL giant to pav ;i little more to this 
Association which i 4 * doing excellent work in thi* province. 

On the whole, I must admit that the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister 
in his Budget has provided •» little more for nation-building purposes 
than was done last year, and this is no doubt a move in the right direc- 
tion. 

The only note of warning I would like to give would be with 
regard to the imposition of fresh taxation. I quite agree wifli the 
Leader of the European Group when he says that when considering the 
Question of imposing fresh taxation Government should consider the 
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burden of taxes that are already levied on people living in Urban areas. 
If there is to be taxation, it should l>e done in such a way that it does 
not affect those who are already groaning’ under its burden, and it 
should be done on a graduated scale. Any sort of responsible Govern- 
ment should think of fresh taxation only when they have found that 
even by the enforcement of the strictest economy in all administrative 
departments it is not possible to balance the Budget, and 1 hope that, 
the Hon’ble tin- Finance Minister will think of all the possible heads 
in the Budget where economy can In* effected and after tapping those 
heads, then and then only think of introducing any fresh taxation. 

Before I conclude, I would like to speak about Rural Credit. By 
the establishment of Debt Settlement Boards and the prospect of the 
Money-lenders Bill soon becoming an Act, Rural Credit in the province 
has completely dried up, making it almost impossible for the agri- 
culturists to carry on agricultural operations or to find money for 
urgent and unavoidable requirements. Government, 1 hope, will intro- 
duce some measure in order to provide short-term credit facilities to 
the agriculturists. Happiness and prosperity of the people in the 
rural areas will depend much on the solution of the credit problem. 

While appreciating what the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister hae 
been able to do this year, 1 trust that he will Ik* able in future to 
follow up the hopes expressed by him in the concluding part of his 
Budget statement. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; Sir, I ted considerable hesiUt- 
tiou in offering my criticism upon the Budget a H until lately I was the 
butt ot all criticisms and nnl a critic myselt. But in a democratic 
and parliamentary Government such change from the criticised to the 
critic is not unusual, because the* Government ot to-day may be the 
Opposition of to-morrow. But, Sir, knowing as I do the difficulties 
under which the present (ion eminent work, whatever criticism I may 
offer will not l>e offered in a light or captious mood. As a matter of 
fact, 1 know the embarrassments, the limitation*, and handicaps as well 
as the a$jw»gtli of t 1 m* Government. Generally, the Finance Minister 
becomes the target ot all attacks, but. Sir, 1 know from experience what 
little influence he can exercise in the formulation of the Budget. The 
schemes have to he drawn up and the initiative taken by the depart- 
ments concerned, far u> i^ny omission of good nation building scheme 
is concerned, the Finance Minister is not responsible. Then also about 
demands for grants and the programme for expenditure, .and what 
items should find a place in the Budget and what items should be 
omitt^H, and what items will get precedence — these are all settled by 
the Cabinet us a whole. And in those matters the duty of the Finance 
Minister of the day is only to tender advice. In these circumstances 
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I have every sympathy with my erstwhile colleague in the Cabinet, 
i)i¥ present Finance Minister, and I also appreciate that he had to 
race against time and work under the shadow of a great ltereavement 
for which lie has my sincere sympathy and condolence. 

Sir, the difficulties ot Government. as T have referred to ltefore, 
are these. Even, it Government as a whole deride to pay a certain 
amount to a certain institution and even if this Budget demand has 
been passed by this House, the party in power can stop it afterwards. 
Sit, I shall give one instance. The Leader ot the Opposition the other 
da\ relened to tin* omission ot a grant to the institution Biswavaraii 
from this year’s Budget. It was not only an omission from this 
year's Budget, hut the arrant which was voted last year by this House 
had not yet been paid to that institution, the Finance Minister cannot 
do anythin# there; it was withheld by the Hon 'hie Miniser in charge 
on a direction from the party in power. Not only has the Biswavarati 
not *»ot it. but 1 have searched in vain for a grant to Sriniketan, that 
Kural Reconstruction Centre, tor whose maintenance even a geueroua 
foreigner pa\s about Rs -RUHM) a year. Because 1 could include 
grants foi these world-tamed institutions as Finance Minister I had 
got congratulations not only from people outside Bengal hut even from 
people outside India, still Ihc money was not paid. 

1 now come to tin* Budget statement of the Hon’hle the Finance 
M mister. 

Sir. the Rou ble Minister in his speech has sought to establish 
certain propositions whieh. 1 am afraid, are based on some eon fusion of 
thought. Am steps that mu\ la* decided upon in the absence of (dear 
thinking arc likely to mislead and miscarry. The Rouble Finance 
Minister says that at the time of war we have at least the semblance 
of prosperity and that a slump after the war is inevitable. The 
Hon’ble Finance Minister intends to take advantage of this prosperity 
and place before the House in the near future proposals lor new taxa- 
tion to build up a reserve to lighten the severity of the slump by under- 
taking large-scale scheme* of ei\il works, irrigation and drainage. 

fK 

I am afraid that the forecast about the course of economic condi- 
tions particularly after the war which the Finance Minister has ven- 
tured, and the financial policy he has enuncialcd as appropriate to 
these conditions are based upon an inadequate appreciation of all 
relevunt facts and also a sad contusion of thought which should he 
exposed to the full glare of open and intelligent criticism.^ 

in the first place, is there any inevitability of a simp following 
after the war? The experiences after the last Great War rnay he drawn 
upon in this 'connection : although they are not, for one significant 
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reason which 1 shall soon relate, quite comparable to conditions that 
we may expect after the present war. the history of post-war economic 
conditions shows that the perfod of war boom continued up to 1921 in 
full swing and a slight set back intervened after 1921, but that condi- 
tions revived again and prosperity continued till the cataclysm of 
1929. The experience of the last war does not therefore point to the 
inevitability of any serious slump immediately after the war. There 
is another significant reason why the slump, if it should at all follow' 
after the war, may be even less severe than the slight set back that was 
experienced about 2-d years after the last war. It is this. The pre- 
1914 economic w'orld was based essentially on free trade principles, 
while the post-war period, particularly since 1929, has been imbued 
with the spirit of economic nationalism. Tt is likely therefore that 
the turbulent waves of depression arising in one country may not 
strike wdth as much havoc now as they did after 191?) the shores of 
other countries. Further, we have also to remember that economic 
conditions which tend towards a boom under (he stimulus given by 
war conditions are being carefully watched and controlled now so that 
the reaction after the war may also he expected to be less severe. 
Further, the cessation of hostilities will also coincide with a period of 
reconstruction on a vast scale in almost every country. This recon- 
struction work will be another potent factor in sustaining economic 
activities after the w T ar. Considering all these facts, I am afraid I 
cannot shun* llie Finance Minister’s pessimism ot the inevitability of 
a slump immediately after the war And even if a set back should 
follow, as it probably ma\ aftei a cataclysm like the present war and 
some time after the cessation of hostilities, its intensity will in all 
probability not be very severe. And a Finance Minister should not 
be expected to take into account more than what is probable. An unduly 
pessimistic attitude, which should not la* confused with a reasonably 
cautious approach, ill-befits bis position. The alarm that hag been 
raised ami echoed in many official quarters about the inevitability of 
a serious slump alter the war appears to be unfounded. Gorapared to 
economic conditions now, they are not likely to l»e appreciably worse 
off after the war. \\ e in India ma\ even fare somewhat better, as 
my friend Mr. Sassoon of the Kuropean Group has put it, if and when 
markets which are now closed to us are reopened to admit our com- 
modities. 

In the second place, to build up in times of prosperity a reserve, 
by imposition of taxes, against possible depression in the. uncertain 
future is a proposition unknown in the canons of taxation. The 
Hon’bie Minister has, in doing so, propounded a new principle in 
public finance. The orthodox practice has been to resort to taxation 
for balancing the Budget. The recent tendency has bean to attach 
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comparatively less importance to this kind of balancing in each indivi- 
dual .year, and Budget deficits have been met by temporary loans on 
the expectation that prosperity in subsequent veal's would cover the 
deficit over a period. Never before has one heard of the necessity of 
proyiding in a Budget, for the effects of a possible slump, even if this 
has to be done by starving desirable and essential expenditure and 
imposing fresh burdens on commerce and industry which they can 
probably ill-afford to shoulder. If a Slump Fund on the lines of a 
Famine Fund is at all intended to be created, it should he built up 
with funds, if any, that can be spared after meeting all necessary 
expenditure. Further, there is probably also be necessity of creating 
such a reserve. For it is well known that a period of depression is 
one of low interest rates. If the Government should be desirous of 
clucking its intensity or combating it by means of public works 
expenditure, the necessary funds can In* raised by a way of a loan. 
It is extremely difficult to find any rhyme or reason in the Finance 
Minister’s proposal. It has nothing to commend itself except its 
novelty. But novelty as such should not he confused with either 
common-sense or sound financial principle. Let us leave aside this 
comprehensive and general consideration of the subject, and confine 
ourselves to Bengal in particular. What is the position that we find? 
Take Income-tax. We are here Isumd to obtain un increase after the 
termination of the war. As disclosed in the Bailway Budget, Bengal 
would have got about Its. oO lakhs more during the Budget year if 
the Niemeyer Order-in-Council were in force. But apparently the 
Hon’hle Finance Minister knew that the Nieme\er Order was going to 
he changed and so he .did not take un enhanced income-tax receipt 
into amain t in bis Budget. Under the order that is coming, Us. 4 
erores o() lakh* will he deducted from the provincial share of the income- 
tax. After the termination of the w’ar, this amount will be released 
to the provinces and Bengal’s share will be increased by Hs. 90 lakhs 
out of this. The position in regard to the Jute Export Duty is again 

hound to be better than in the Budget. If the Hon’ble Minister 

looks to the. figures — post-war figures after the Great War of 1914 — 
he will find that after the war, in the post-war period, the demand for 
jute increased to a considerable extent. One cannot help feeling there- 
fore that the Hon’ble Finance Minister gives a false alarm when ho 
speaks about the inevitability of a slump after the war. And to base 
his case for new taxation on this alarmist view’ of the future is really 

to give the case away. The Hon’ble Minister, I am afraid, raises 

yet another. alarm and this is alsmt the prospects of a deficit Budget 
with a deficit of Its. * r >7 lakhs. This position I am certain will help 
him in controlling his finances against the inroad or the pressure of 
hi* party members, but this is economically not a sound proposition. 
A deficit may be useful inasmuch as it may be utilised as a check to 
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the constant requests for doles and grants from party members, but 
ho far as the real budgetary position is concerned a deficit like* this, 
•cannot serve to make it so very depressing. The opening balance looks 
somewhat slender because a large part of the reserves amounting to 
ii bout 1 crore during the last two years have been used as loans, to 
agiiculturists, but as soon us those loans are realised — I am sure they 
will be realised very soon — the reserves would naturally be strengthen- 
ed to that extent. New taxation could therefore be hardly considered 
necessary to cover this deficit and strengthen the reserves. So, undei 
any circumstances either on the ground of deficit in the present Budget 
or his new theory that he will provide for a reserve for a slump season, 
his new taxation proposal is not at all justifiable. But 1>\ that I don’t 
like to imply I bat there is no necessity for fresh taxation. But what 
1 would deny is that there is any necessity for imposing fresh taxes 
either to provide against what the llon’ble Minister considers an 
inevitable slump” after the war or t * » cover any deficit in this Budget. 
I resh taxation would be not only necessary but also justified to finance 
new schemes evolved lor the purpose of mass amelioration. The 
Finance Minister should come forward with proposals for fresh taxation 
only after he has been satisfied thai detailed schemes and programme 
for expenditure have been formulated and agreed upon and that the 
machinery for the exe< utiou of such scheme or programme is also 
ready. To agree to taxation without any proper scheme tor which 
tht* funds so raised will Is* expended, would, 1 am afraid, result in a 
serious wastage of public money. It is a sad confession and 1 do not 
intend to shirk m,\ own responsibility in the matter, for as long as 1 
was a member of the Government — that names on many occasions had 
to be spent haphazardly without the expenditure being a part of a 
settled plan. Fare wus also seldom taken to analyse the effect of 
■expenditure, to ascertain whether a particular expenditure to be 
incurred was going actually to serve a more urgent purpose than others, 
in the nation-building departments it bus usually been the practice 
to make grants as doles or grants to particular institutions, more often 
through the pressure of particular individuals and certainly not in 
pursuance of any well-conceived scheme of development. If, now, 
taxation is imposed without any plan and without a machinery for 
the utilisation of the funds, the proceeds of the taxes will again have 
to be given as doles through pressure or otherwise. Before imposition 
of fresh levies detailed jjlear-eut schemes are necessary. An idea is 
not a scheme. It is not enough to have a consciousness of our short- 
comings in every walk of life. The idea must lw* given practical 
nliape. NoImhIv would deny the stark reality of the extreme poverty 
of ftur masses. The necessity of ameliorating their economic and 
social conditions is a patent fact and universally recognised. But 
the crucial problem is: What are we going to do about it!" What are 
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the plans! 1 ' Are the plans practicable? And assuming they are, have 
we appropriate machinery to execute them? Only when all these condi- 
tions hare been fulfilled, only then will the Government be justified in 
imposing fresh taxation to raise necessary funds. 

How very unnecessary and innocuous it is to provide for expendi- 
tures without any well-conceived plans is writ large over the whole 
Budget. Honourable mcnilnus haw* only to open pages of the Red 
Rook at random to hml that whenever lump grants have been voted, 
the moneys have not been lolly or well spent I may eite just a few 
instances. 

A lump provision ot IN. .*> lakhs was made for Scheduled Caste 
Education in 1948-49. Government spent only Rs. 22,000 that year. 
In 1949-40 a provision of IN 4,04.000 was made of which Government 
spent only Rs. 1 94,000. Vet the Gov eminent profess their great soli- 
citousness tor Scheduled Caste interests. Government are equally 
anxious to eradicate malaria, but plead lack of funds. Rut the 
honourable mcmbeis have only to look at page 107 of the last years 
Red Rook and page 111 of this year’s Red Rook to judge for them- 
selves how tar Go\ eminent s solicitousness is genuine, and their 
excuse tenable. In 1948-49, this House sanctioned Rs. 2,20,000 for 
anti-malarial schemes, ami Government spent only Rs. fu.fHK) that 
year In 1000-40. the same provision of Rs. 2,20.000 was repeated but 
nothing has been spent. Similarly, this House sanctioned IN. 40,000 
foi anti-tuberculosis survey in 1948-49, but nothing was spent The 
same grant was repeated in 1040-40, and Government lm\e spent only 
Rs 14,000. 

Rs 1 , 40,000 w.»s Minrt loned in 1948-49 tor reorganisation of rural 
public health units. Government spent only Rs. 10,000 that year and 
repeated the provision of the balance of IN. 1.40,000 in the year 1949-40. 
Rut not a pie lias been spent and the whole provision is lieing repeated 
for the next Near (page 107 of last year s Red Rook and page 101 of 
this year’s Red Rook) 

For control of leprosy this House sanctioned Rs, .>0,000 in 1948-49 
but nothing was spent that year (last year s Red Rook, page 106). 
The entire provision was repeated in 1949-40 mid only Rs 40,000 has 
been spent (Red Rook, page |09>. 

What again have the Government done to solve the river problem* 
oi Bengal? • Rs. l,2o,<KHI was sanctioned for the Waterways Board in 
1947-48;. nothing was spent. Rs. 2. 40, 000 was provided in the Budget 
for 1948-49 for the same purjH>se and again nothing was spent. *The 
same provision was repeated in 194,9-40 und again nothing has been 
spent. The provision disappears form the next year's Budget. 
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Such instances could lie multiplied. Look at pages 110, 120 and 
171 of the Red Book and you will find a large number of simple 
essential schemes of expenditure for which money was sanctioned by 
this House but could not be spent by Government. It is pertinent to 
ask how long a Finance Minister cun go on indulging in tbe futile 
pastime of providing for money on paper which his colleagues cannot 
spend. Speaking for myself, I was increasingly finding the eircum* 
stances intolerable. I would, however, wish the Hon’ble Mr. Suhra* 
ward.v better luck. 

Evi n in the ensuing year, although the Budget is a deficit one, 
I do not think the Finance Minister will claim that any well-conceived 
Hellenic for which all necessary plans had been worked out in every 
detail and were complete could not be taken into hand only on the 
ground of luck of funds. 

Regarding fresh taxation, the Ilon’bie Minister suggests taxes on 
entertainments, on consumption of electricity, etc. Schemes for new 
taxation yielding a revenue of alnnit 2b to 30 lakhs was ready in the 
department Indore 1 left, and 1 think that during the next two sears 
at leust it would hardl> be jnvssible, even it very vigorous efloits are 
made, to draw up and put in operation ameliorative schemes requiring 
recurring exjnmditure of an amount larger than this. The schemes 
referred to include— 

Tuxes on Moimjxdies. 

Motor Vehicles Tax. 

Excise l)ut\ on foreign liquor. 

The honourable members of the opposition have— — 

Mr. SPEAKER: One moment, Mr. Sarkei. How long will you 
take to finish your speech? 

Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN BARKER: About three or four minutes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : Sir, I do hope 
Mr. Sarkcr will s|>eak as long as he likes because it is a very interest- 
ing speech. 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: The honourable members of the 
Opposition have criticised the Government for not taking up big 
schemes of nation-building. The sentiments expressed by the Leader 
of the Opposition in his sjieech on th<* Budget are also apposite. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself has expressed his disappointment 
at not being able to do anything 4or the ill-fed, ill-housed and malaria- 
ridden people of the province. The problems to which both sides refer 
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U* real, acute and stupendous, so stupendous, in fact, that whatever 
ona may say in speeches or write on paper one could never sufficiently 
express the magnitude of the problems or the difficulty of finding solu- 
tions for them. But judging from the manner in which both sides 
talk about these problems, 1 am afraid 1 could not help finding that 
there was an air of unreality about the whole discussion. The speech 
my honourable friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed has just delivered confirm- 
ed me in this belief. 1 myself hail at the beginning thought more or less 
on the same lines, but before long the realities of the position, the limi- 
tations to our efforts and action began to dawn upon me. Neither the 
Hon’ble Minister nor the honourable monitors of the Opposition seem 
to be adequately conscious of the limitations imposed by the setting or 
framework in and through which all efforts for nation-building work 
must be made. Who is to make the efforts P No doubt, the particular 
set of people who at any time may have lx*eu returned to this legisla- 
ture acting through the party, group or groups who may at the jmiti- 
culur moment hold the majority in the Legislature. Their efforts and 
their achievements cannot but Ik* a reflection ot their particular temper, 
their outlook and their abilities. They cannot lx* expected to contri- 
bute more than what they have in them. Nolxxly has so fai described 
a Roosevelt or a Mussolini among them. To exjx*ct them, therefore, 
to accomplish tasks which baffle even a Roosevelt or a Mussolini is to 
think and sjxmk without a piojici sense of realities. The criticisms oi 
the honourable membeis of the Opposition in this connection up] tear to 
me, in particular, to be ironically meant. How can they exjxu’t a 
particular Ixxly to execute big schemes when they see from year to yeui 
that even very simple schemes cannot bo executed In that Ixxly ? 

The ability to undertake and exixute big, comprehensive schemes 
calls not so much for money, but for efficiency much more than money. 
There must, in the first place, be a realisation of the problems which 
wc have to tackle. In the second place, solutions for these problems 
will have to lx* evolved. And, lastly, the solutions must be given 
practical shajx*. appropriate and efficient machinery will have to bo 
devised lor their execution, and necessary funds provided for. To the 
extent to which these conditions will be fulfilled, to that extent alone 
cun we exjxx t to obtain tangible and beneficial results from the activi- 
ties of the Government. 

Now, the moot question is*this: Can the results which Opposition 
members desire and the Finance Minister aspires for be achieved \mder 
pievaiiing conditions? In the prevailing atmosphere where is there 
the incentive to acquire that efficiency, the incentive to devote one’s 
energies whole-heartedly to constructive national work? Where leader- 
ship and applause are assured merely by making successful appeals to 
communal feelings and passions or upholding minimum efficiency as 



382 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[23rd Fw., 


the criterion or reiterating 1 extremist slogans, the temptation to resort 
to these easier methods rather than the arduous and uncertain method, 
of recognition through constructive work is perhaps much too over- 
powering. In the circumstances, I do not think there is any other way 
oj)en to us than to put pressure upon the Government so that theymay 
lie impelled to hasten, even though slowly. I am not a pessimist, far 
less a cynic, but my training and experience taught me always to call 
a spade a spade. I am however not without hope that a better time 
may come and better things and nobler ideals may prevail. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker. For the first 
time in t he history of this House or |>erhaps in the history of any house 
of legislature people have witnessed such self-condemnation as we have 
heard to-day, from the hon’ble member for the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce. I admire tho honourable member for the 
courage lie has shown to us to-night. He has given us a list of items 
from last year’s budget which he slid were not devoted to the objects 
for which they were passed. Sir, there is another side to that picture. 
The obstructionist policx nl i he Finance Department and the obstructive 
habits of the e\-Finance Minister are responsible for it. (Laughter 
from Coalition Benches, i The bugbear of the pnrt\ can perhaps, he 
overphi\ed. The manner in which, against all the terrible conditions 
he has portrayed before us, he stuck to office with his teeth is indeed 
surprising. Cnder the terrible bugbear of the Coalition Party I am 
surprised he did not resign earlier In come forward now and to 
c riticise a thing which lu* himself had prepared is really most astounding. 
The Ron ’bio Finance Minister is carrying some one else’s babv. Sir 
At the tag end of the year, 1 Shift, and more recently under 1 a sad and 
deep personal bereavement he took charge of the department. The 
repast had already been cooked; all the items ot the budget Had been 
prepared and its framework and structure put in position. The task of 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister was merely to present it to the public 
gaze. I am glad honourable gentlemen opposite have now begun to 
realise t ha t the cheers and applause they bestowed on the honourable 
member for the Bengal National Chamber were rather misplaced. 

Mr. Speaker. Fears of depression have been placed before us with 
all the dignity and authority of an economic professor. I join issue 
with tire honourable member for the Bengal National Chamber even 
on that point. He has very carefully and cleverly failed to mention in 
the history of t he depression after the last war that there was some- 
thing like an income from reparations and there was the inflation in 
the currency that kept the depression down till 1929. Tire crash came 
when America demanded the mone\ which England could not pay 
because Germany could not meet her liabilities. A war always entails 
a period of depression. I agree with hhn in this much that we must 
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prepare from now to fare the depression whenever it comes for I am eon* 

* riidhi that ronie it must. We must begin to place our house in order. 

Another theory which the honourable mem tier for the Bengal 
National Chamber enunciated before us. which again astounded me, 
was that taxation should onlv be resorted to when you want to hnlanoe- 
a budget. His sources of inspiration are different from mine. If ha- 
had read Gokhale he would have found that a balanced budget is not 
necessarily the best budget Loans can be flouted and in fact must 
be floated for productive enter pi ises. If vour capital is spent in a 
munner, which brings to vnu si peieentage of income higher than (be- 
rate of interest \ou pay, hoi row as much as \ou can. M\ complaint 
aguinst the honourable membei toi the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce even when he w.is in office, was that he did not, for the sake 
of losing the encomiums from Dundee und from Whitehall, borrow at 
the time when monev wu> cheap Other provinces borrowed crores; 
even little Central Provinces bon owed a lot while we were kept hack. 
He now comes forward and preaches to h - a homilv on malaria and 
nation-building ncmiiies 1 repeal. Sir, that we were held lmek by 
the Finance Department. 1 would inform the House that this bugbear 
of the Coalition Party is entiielv non-existent. The party never 
interfered in tin* manner suggested ( hi the contrary the Party gave 
the Cabinet the fullest possible latitude to go on and do their best for 
the province. We have been waiting, at least I have been waiting 
these long three years for one stop forward. In fact, m\ complaint has 
been that the pace of progress is very slow. (Cries of “hear” “hear” 
from ( oalition Benches, > I do not know what were rhe motives that 
induced the Finance Department to hold up plans and not to sanction? 
expenditure on grants made bv the House Was it to get a leading 
article in some Anglo-Indian journal saving what a great financier the 
department had and how wonderfullv well he was keeping the budget 
balanced? Courage and imagination should have been shown from the 
first dav the Ministry took office To criticise a Budget of one’s own 
making does require a good ileal of hardihood and a large amount of 
audacilv. I expect the House 1>\ now has realized that the present 
Finance Minister has nothing to do with this Budget which like its 
predecessors, is a drv departmental Budget 

1 shall not detain the House long, Sir. There are however a few 
observations I wanted to placa before the House. One point which I 
should like to urge upon the Hon' hie the Finance Minister is that if 
money can he borrowed to fight a war of destruction I do not see what 
economic principle or any other principle on earth can stop us from 
borrowing monev to fight a war of construction, a war against ignorance, 
pestilence and poverty? We are anxious to carry out our national 
programme. Let us borrow even at a higher rate of interest and let us 
spend it in a manner that # brings a return upon it. 
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Another point, Sir, to which I am anxious to draw the attention ef 
the House to-day is to the question of Calcutta which seems to donllinater 
Bengal. We seem to feel as if Calcutta is Bengal. There should be 
a sort of financial irrigation — if I may be allowed to use that term — a 
flow of capital from urban centres to rural centres and vice verm. 
Honourable members will at once realise that as all the money flows 
into Calcutta, the rate of interest here becomes lower and, corres- 
pondingly, it rises higher in the districts, with the result that our 
country cousins cannot manage to borrow money at proper ,or even 
reasonable rates of interest. Co-operative Credit, Co-operative Bank- 
ing and similar other channels should be utilised for the flow of money 
from these urban centres to rural centres. 1 tried to find, in the Finan- 
cial Statement some scheme, some plan to encourage and stabilise 
industries, whether cottage or on a large scale. It was perhaps difficult 
for the Hon’ble Minister to take charge of the Finance Department in 
December and to come forward with it at breakneck speed with plans 
and projects ot a far-reaching character. I hope the Hon'hle the 
Finance Minister will realise that we are waiting. I shall look forward 
with very great interest to the proposals he is likely to bring before 
us about the middle of the year. 

There is one point, Sir, on which, it the Hon'hle the Finance Minister 
will throw some light, honourable members on this side of the House 
will be gratified. The Commission on the Land Revenue System in 
Bengal has been working for some time now. 1 do not know when its 
report is likely to come out. Rumours — if they are correct — tell us 
that the report may l>e published any time in April or May. The imple- 
mentation of the report is a necessity of the utmost and highest 
importance. Is it to be understood from the Budget figures that what- 
ever the recommendations of this Commission be, they are not likely to 
be implemented during the course of the present financial year? It 
is a gigantic problem, and I know. Sir, that it will mean almost a 
revolution in Bengal; but we are out, Sir, for that revolution. We 
are committed to unsettle the Permanent Settlement, Sir. If the 
Hon'hle the Finance Minister will kindly throw some light on this 
matter it will l>e very welcome to us. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS; Would you say a word about 
the implementation of the Jute Committee Report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am thinking of Madaripur. (Laughter.) 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUlfRAWARDY: We W implemented 
the Jute Committee Report. 
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Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8I0DIQI: I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will continue to he in charge of the Department 
Until the life of the present Assembly is over, and I hope that during 
the remaining span of its life he will bring to it his knowledge of the 
Conditions in Bengal based on his experience as Commerce and Labour 
Minister and his association with his other colleagues in the Cabinet. 
These must have told him that advancement in one direction alone and 
none in the other may not bring us the desired result. Advancement 
has to be all along the line. Schemes for drainage, training of rivers, 
excavation of tanks — for which we have already passed an Aot — have 
not yet been put into operation As regards wutet-hy acinth. I have 
seen many photographs of garlanded officials. 1 hope these 
photographs will stop and something real and substantial 

will be done (Cries of “hear “hear”). Then, Sir, there are ques- 

tions of rural reconstruction, dams, erosions, re-afforestation and so 
on. which it rightly tackled, will be of immense help to the agricultural 
classes on the one hand and will fill the coffers of the Exchequer on the 
other. 

The Leadei nt the European (iroup lias told us that his party does 
not agree w 1 1 1 1 the policy ot the (iovernment in regard to the restriction 
of -lute cultivation l oi the Muslim Chamber oj Commerce which I 
have the privilege to represent in this House, it is a matter of pride and 
we are legitimately gratified at the fact that the Muslim Chamber took 
the lead and induced tlic Government to adopt the policy of restriction. 

1 need not go into details at this stage as there will he other opportuni- 
ties tr» do so but 1 cannot help remarking that we differ, fundamentally, 
from the viewpoint expressed by the European Group. To my mind 
the restriction ot jute cultivation is the only remedy that Bengal can 
have (At this stage there \\a-s some interrupt ion fiom a member of 
the Opposition, i Through you. Sit, I appeal to the honourable gentle- 
man on the other side that it he cannot understand what 1 am saying 
he had better read inv sjyeech when reported. What I was saying. Sir, 
was that it the (iovernment of Bengal can catch hold ot this golden 
fibre, if they implement all the dreams and ideas that Indians have oil 
this subject, which are economically and commercially sound for the 
people of Bengal also, the Hon'ble Minister will get all the money he 
wants. The economic salvation of Bengal lies in ihe proper control of 
Jute from the field to lands across the seas. There is nothing to be 
afraid of. There is nothing to fear. The TUn’lde the Finance Minister 
may even not be called upon to enter into any long-term loans. If it 
comes to that, I shall welcome it. But, as I have said, jute and jute 
alone will give him all the money for all the schemes that all of us have 
tried to put before the House. 

Sir, I shall not detain the Hou&e any longer, but I cannot finish 
without one request, through you. Sir, to the honourable member for 
2f 
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the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce that if he must give us 
speeches similar to the one to-day and lectures to us as he has done 
to-day, he will try and not tell us tales out of the school — what happened 
inside the Cabinet or what happened outside the Cabinet and how the 
party behaved. It is not done. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
no mean fortune for this House that a rift in the “happy family' * that 
has occurred has brought to light in this leap year, once in four years, 
facts which Bengal should have known earlier. Sir, Mr. Sarker’s 
criticism of the Budget was listened to with rapt attention by all sides 
of the House. Mr. Sarker has to be congratulated, at least once, for 
his speech on the Bengal Budget. He had been sponsoring the Budget 
for the lust three years but, never before did he speak with such 
candour. 

(At this stage there was much noise in the House.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR" BASU: On a point of order, Sir. Why 
is there so much disturbance in the House when the honourable member 
is speaking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that there is too much noise. It should 
•top. 

A Coalition Party member: Some honourable members are leaving 
the ('ham her. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: They ought to know how to leave 
the Chamber. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Sarker’s four con- 
secutive speeches on the Budget have revealed to this House different 
aspects from which we have an opportunity of judging the budgetary 
schemes of the Bengal Ministry. His criticisms were not, it seems, 
without their sting for the member of the Coalition Party who spoke 
just now T . My honourable friend Mr. Alnlur Kuhnian Siddiqi has with 
candour, though not without indignation, accepted the entire gist of 
the criticism of Mr. Sarker, Only he has opined that Mr. Sarker should 
have resigned earlier from the Cabinet and left the company in which 
he found hiihself out of tune. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suheawardy: 
If that was so.) The Hon’ble the Finance Minister raises an “if’\ 
It is* fortunately no hypothesis but all categorical for the time being 
and we now know what was happening and what was not happening 
in the affairs of the “happy family.'’ 
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* Sir, whatever may have happened in the past, the Hon’ Me the 
finance Minister has perforce been no less candid in acknowledging 
that this is not only a deficit Budget in a second successive year, but 
also that he had no scheme to put forward. It is, Sir, already three 
years now and we are coming to the sun-down ot life of the present 
Ministry and of the present Assembly. In the first Budget s|>eeeh of 
the Finnance Minister we all remember that we bad been vouchsafed 
the promise of a comprehensive scheme that was to bless Bengal; we 
had the promise of a comprehensive scheme which in every ruial area 
would give medical amenities, educational facilities and all that one 
might desire. There was so much promise*, so much hope was aroused 
at the beginning of the term of lliis Government. But to-day we find 
in this Budget not only an absence — a total absence — of any compre- 
hensive scheme or of any central plan, but probabh with the exit of 
Mr. Sarker from the Cabinet that promised comprehensive sc heme also 
has found its exit — no more to return in the course of the next two 
years. Here, as Mr. Sarker has aptly pointful out, large sums were 
sanctioned by the House on various nation-building works, but not 
spent. 

If they were to he actually s|K>nt for the purges for which they 
were intended, it would mean laborious work, careful thinking and 
comprehensive planning for the* Government. But, Sir, for want of 
that care and cajnicity the entire money remains unspent. My hon'hlo 
friend, Mr. Alxlur Rahman Kiddiqi, waxed eloquent over the necessity 
of floating productive loans for nation-building purposes, in his not 
too effective attempt to condone the crimes of the Cabinet which 
to-day it fell to Mr. Sarker to bring to light before this House. 
Mr. Siddiqi was advocating that in better time's the Bengal Ministry 
should have floated a huge loan, should have got more money for a 
grand scheme of national reconstruction. But, Sir, may we not ask 
pertinently, — was all that loan to he floated and was accumulation of 
interest payment to Ik* counted on that loan, so that the scheme might 
remain only a scheme and the money remain unsjient in evidence of 
the utter incajiacity of the Government? Facts now bring to our view, 
quite late in the day, the* utter bankruptcy of thought on the part of 
the present Ministry. The Finance Minister has not only made valu- 
able confessions also of planlessness, bankruptcy of ideas und want of 
foresight in the Budget, he has done more. ^ITe has devised the tactics 
in presenting his Budget of raising fears and bogeys only to cloak the 
incapacity .and the planlessness of the present Cabinet. He said that 
it woqld be dangerous now to enlarge our commitments on the basis 
of that prosperity which he sees with the loginning of the wat nnd 
not to take precautions aghlnst the slump which all previous experience 
suggests must • inevitably follow. Here, Sir, it reminds one of the 
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story of a slump that had been In-ought about by the frequenter of a 
public bar. A customer picked up from the floor a piece of paper with 
u valuable secret information. Win was coming and there was danger 
that a slump would set in. The man was judicious and thoughtful — 
almost as thoughtful as the Hniihle Finance Minister proposes to be. 
He immediately stopped buying his glass of beer at the bar. The bar- 
keeper of course suffered; the laedloid suffered too; the brewery closed 
down; the workers were thrown out of work; the hops in the field went 
to rot; the farmer was ruined. An all-round slump set in. It was 
then discovered that th«* piece ot paper resj>onsih!e for the panic and the 
resultant slump was an old snap of paper of 20 years ago with regard 
to the enmhti« !»s which weie no moie in exigence. Sir, I would ask 
the Hon ble Mr. Suhrawardy not to stop busing his glass of In'er and 
spread panic like the over-cautious customer of the public bar. I 
would ask him to go deoix'r than that, and tr\ to avert tin* lieginning 
of the slump. Here in Bengal we find to-dav, an almost amusing >ptc- 
tacie, it it were not mi seiimis, m this Budget. The bogey of a slump 
has been raised 1>\ the Hon’ble tin* Fitianee Mmistei ; no wondei it the 
slump sets in. There was also the further confession that decrease in 
the expenditure on civil woiks was due to tin* slow progress in execu- 
tion ot tin* works; this naluiallv led to diminution of work; that 
nnt u rails led to the diminution of income (d the working classes, and 
that in its turn led to the diminution in the income of all sections of 
the people who rel\ one way or the othei ti|x>n new coiistrm tive plana 
and works. Therefore. I do feel that behind all these the Ministry has 
made its \am attempt to eo\er its bunkiuptcj ot ideas. No wonder, 
the slump ma\ 1 m* hastened and expedited foi this \en reason. But 
even while sounding this note of caution that we must not enlarge our 
commitments, Alt. Suhiawaidv lias not lacked in boldness to please 
his imperialist masters. He has been very bold, indeed, almost dis- 
placed a martial spirit, and these aie his words: “We must be icady 
and prepared to take our due share in the burden of the war should 
events mme neaiei home and involve us more directly and closely.” 
The Hon’ble Mr Suhrawardy who, out ot fear for a slump, is precisely 
doing everything possible to hasten it bv conti acting and narrowing 
down whate\er could be termed as nation-building commitments, has 
now dared to undertake commitments for the wai. May I ask out of 
what will the due share in the bin den of war be borne and who is going 
to boar that due share in the burden of ihe war? If the province is to 
be left with diminished resources, ihen, Sii, where is the money to bear 
this burden of the war to come from? It would be precisely out of 
further taxation. It would precisely be out of raising n farther loan 
fromHhe impoverished people of this province. We know, Sir what 
methods were used during the last war to extract* loans from the people 
of Tndin. There have been notorious cases of extortion bnd coercion by 
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mei\ like Michael O’Dwyer and other notorious names of administrators 
of his tribe. Sir, we cannot hut be apprehensive when we hear of this 
bold resolve with regard to the shouldering of the burden of the wur — 
a war over which we have no control — a war which is not of our making. 
Although it has been argued that expenditure on the war items will be 
recoverable from the Government of India, we on this side of the House 
most strongly condemn such expenditure. Thanks to the masterly 
analysis of the l^eadei of the Opposition on one invasion, we ha\e In* fore 
us a clear picture of the nntme oi the war and the war aims of the 
British Government. We. Sir, on principle stand committed to do 
everything jxrssible to make it impossible for tho Han' hie the Finance 
Minister and for this Cabinet or for any other Cabinet to raise by 
further taxation or by oppression of the )>eople a single pie or a single 
soldiei foi jHMjvtuatmg the sln\er\ of Bengal. Therefore, Sit, 1 may 
say from this side of the House, I may gi\e the Finance Minister this 
note of warning, that tin* Government of Bengal may extern people, 
may rest lain them Irom their normal avocations, may even extern and 
restrain them fioin currying on theii legitimate at tivities, but, Sir, they 
cannot get the willing eo-o]>eration <>t the jreople of Bengal whether 
Hindus or Muslims. They cannot get the willing co-ojierulioii, 1 say, 
even of the memlreis of their own side, if a single spark is left in their 
conscience. Thc\ cannot induce any man in Bengal to shoulder aims 
in this predalni \ war, a wai in which we can discern nothing but a 
roblno’s blond, lust for the iedi\ision of the woild. In this war we 
find Great Britain, holding as she does more than one million scpiarc 
miles of land which she hud stolen from her rival powers, is carrying 
on her depredations in other copies’ lands, bv throwing IsMiibs in the 
North-West Frontier Province, by devastating Arabia, Palestine, 
Egypt, China and laying waste every other part of the world. To-day, 
Sir, we hear of the much vaunted talk of the British Government 
coming forward ns champion of democracy, as the guardians of Islam. 
Sir, who were the Imperialists that bombed Mecca, who tire those 
Imperialists of Britain who on the pretext of the murder of one 
Mr. Stark have ravaged Egypt, who are those Imperialists who are 
to-day decimating the lives of innocent men, women and children on 
our North-West Frontier, inhabited bv the Muslims, our countrymen 
in any case!' And we are told yet that we must rise to defend this 
Government. Those days are, past. The other day one memlier from 
the other side of the House gave a threat !tnd threw out a challenge 
that he was prepared for a civil war -in Bengal. It India is to be pre- 
pared for a civil war, it will Ire precisely to safeguard the rights and 
interests of the people of Bengal and of the people of India and to*exi*t 
any proposal that the Hon’ble Minister as the self-appointed agent-in- 
ohief of the British. War Office may venture to bring forward at a later 
date. , May he take the warning? It will not be too much — it will be 
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no audacity on my part — if I ask him to approach his own constituents 
to go to the public and take a verdict on his proposals. Sir, it is £till 
fresh in our mind that the Palestine day was observed all over Calcutta 
to protest against the cruelty and barbarity to which the Palestine 
Arabs were being subjected under the iron heels of the British banditry. 
Thousands of Muslims took the lead to raise their voice of protest. 
Public memory may be short, but not so short as to forget the lessons 
that we have learnt at the cost of blood. May the Hon’ble Minister 
take heed and take note of the writings on the wall. Sir, here I would 
like to mention a few words about his treatment to labour. 

(At this stage the time-limit was reached and the member was 
allowed 2 minutes.) 

Sir, with regard to labour, I believe the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
finds himself overwhelmed and overworked and therefore unable to 
mitigate the stress and strain on the life of our labourers. Probably 
his labour portfolio is already submerged, and here in his Budget, 
police and such items take over almost everything. Police alone would 
come to 10 j>er cent, of the total Budget estimates. All the nation- 
building items concerned would only amount to about 23 per cent, of 
the Budget. 


Sir, by scanning the entire Budget I find that a figure for hospitals 
in Cinchona Plantation accounts for Us. 18,000. Here is the report 
on the Cinchona Plantation where it is said that the balance of profit 
of these plantations is Us. 8,31,000 and odd. What an enormous 
beneficence! Then there is the grant to the Labour Welfare Organi- 
sation of Hs. 20,000 and the cost of Inquiry is Its. 10,000. Here is, 
Sir, an admission as to how that money is spent. The Hon'ble Finance 
Minister answering a question in the Upper House said that he had 
grunted an organisation called Bengal National 1/a hour Welfare league, 
which, he admits, is already defunct Us. 2,500 in 1937-38 and 
Rs. 15,000 in 1938-39, and there is no account as to how money is spent 
and how much is spent on each item. This House is asked to vote 
moneys for such squander and shady transactions. Sir, this is a com- 
plete revelation of the lion’ hie Finance fillister’s methods of disburse- 
ment of public funds. v 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit resumed 
his s<*a t.) 


Hf. SPEAKERS It is now 8 o’clock. 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is time for the Howe to 

bnarijourned. 

.Hr. SPEAKER: Every one is anxious to go home except myself. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: IIow do you propose 

disposing* of the time to-morrow ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I don’t dispose because I may not be here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You might lotive some 
instructions. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I have no right to do so. 


The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: When do we meet 

to-morrow ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Government have already agreed that the House 
should meet to-morrow at 11 a.m. 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Con we not meet earlier P 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Jf such is the desire of Govern- 
ment benches, we have no objection to the House meeting at 10-30. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think that it would be 
better if we meet at 10 a.m. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You want the House to meet at 10, but it was 
settled at first that it should meet at 11 a.m. As a sort of compromise, 
lei it be 10-30. 


Mr. tJOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: We are always for the golden 
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The Hon’M* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That will not give us 
much time. * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. 
to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 10 a. m. on Saturday, the 24th Febru- 
ary, 1040, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in tin* Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday,, 
tlie 24th February, 1940, at 10 a. in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’blo Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haute, c.i.k.) 
in the ( hair, 9 Rou ble Ministers und 211 members. 

GENERAL DI8CUS8ION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr, 8PEAKER : What I propose to do is that 1 would allow on© 
speaker from each block to speak , finish the whole lot and then com© 
back again. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, yesterday the arrangement 
was made that the Independent (iroup will speak first, then th© 
Hurojieans and then ourselves. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: A* there are so many speakers, I hope members 
would < ach finish t heir speeches in 10 minutes, so that I may allow a 
large number of speakers to speak. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Sir, in rising to speak a 
few words on the Budget Estimate of the province of Bengal for the 
\ear 1940-41 which is before us and which lias already been prepared 
and presented before us for acceptance and passing, 1 think in the first 
pine it is nil dut\ to congratulate the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister 
for hu candid admission in the conclusion of bis Budget speech whore 
he says 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, on a point of order. The 
Finance Minister is not presenjt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He should have been present. But I do not 
want to create the precedent of the other House here. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8.. ABDUR RAUF: Where he says, 
must expand and expand progressively. There is such a crying need 
for an immediate expansion of our nation-building activities that to my 
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colleagues, to the honourable members of this House, to all those in 
fact who know and deplore the conditions in which the ill-educated, 
ill-housed, ill-fed and malaria-stricken sons of Bengal live this year’s 
Budget must be as greet a disappointment as it is to me personalty/’ 
But I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister when he says 
that for the nation-building activities he will have to take recourse to 
new taxation which is very shocking to me. I know that Bengal is 
already over-burdened with taxation and they are groaning under it 
and to my mind the people of Bengal are already exhausted and they 
have got no capacity for paying any new tax. In this connection I 
may warn the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that there has been a great 
difficulty in Bombay and Madras for this sort of new taxation. New 
taxation will lose the popularity of the Government and there will be 
a great agitation against this Government which has become popular 
to the majority of people of the province. Sir, three days have been 
allotted for the discussion of the Budget Estimates of the province of 
Bengal and for these last three years we are having discussion and 
criticism on the Budget of the province, but to our utter, surprise we 
are finding the same thing repeated over and over again in the same 
way since the establishment, of the British Empire in India. The 
Budget has been presented to us, whether we have any discussion or 
criticism on it or not we shall have to pass the Budget in toto whether 
we have a mind for it or not. Sir, it is said that criticism, discussion 
and suggestions by the members of the House are necessary to the future 
Budget of the province. Sir, we are having discussion, criticism and 
suggestions every year, but alas! though we are crying hoarse we cannot 
change the mentality and system of the Government which is being 
carried on since the establishment of the British Empire. We are told 
that it is a popular Government — Government hy the people and Gov- 
ernment for the people. The constitution lias l>een changed in form 
and in name, hut in reality it is the same old Government. We know 
that a Standing Finance Committee has been formed, hut we do not 
know whether that Committee has been at all consulted about the 
preparation of the Budget before it was presented to the House. In 
my opinion the Budget of the province should ta prepared in consulta- 
tion with the Standing Finance Committee. If that is done, then the 
Budget could be made according to the real needs of the people. 

Sir, turning to the receipt side of the Budget 1 am really astonish- 
ed to find that a large sum*' of money has been surrendered for non- 
utilisation on those accounts for which it was set apart. I do not know 
what is the reason for it. It may be th*at there is no scheme, for it or 
that there is no necessity for it or that programme could not be made 
for it* Who is responsible for these? Is it the Minister concerned or 
the department concerned P I know of a particular case regarding the 
construction of the civil court buildings at Howrah. Two lakhs of 
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Wipe© 6 were set apart for the construction of the civil court building at 
Howrah in this year’s Budget. The district of Howrah has been 
eepanated from Hooghly and it has been made a separate district. 
There is no record room and the present civil court building is quite 
insufficient for a separate district. The building is urgently necessary 
and several representations have Wen made by the local bar as well as 
by the public for the extension of the civil court building. But to my 
utter surprise I find that in tins year’s Budget the said sum of rupees 
two lakhs has been deducted by a sum of Its. 1,99.000, keeping a 
balance of Ils. 1,000 for the suid building. I earnestly request the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister to set apart the said sum of Its. 2,00,000 for 
the removal of the long-felt want of the people of Howrah. 

Sir, turning to the expenditure side of the Budget I greatly regret 
that a very meagre sum has been set apart for the nation-building 
activities. The Hon’ble Finance Minister, popular as he is, ought to 
have kept a large sum of money for the nation-building activities, e.g ., 
Agriculture, Irrigation, Industry, etc., thereby be would have Wen 
able to remove the question of unemplo\ ment to some extent. Sir, as 
for Irrigation the Hon’ble Finance Minister bus suggested some new 
schemes in North Bengal, Calcutta, Khulna, Hooghly and some other 
districts, but be forgets altogether to make any provision for the 
district of Howrah which is hadlv suffering for want of a proper canal 
through the Kandua field which remains under water for a considera- 
ble part of the year, causing great damage to I he crojw and health of 
the locality inhabited by about two lakhs of people. For the last 
three years 1 have been requesting tin* Government to remove this long- 
felt want b\ netting apart Us. 1,00,000 but to no effect. 1 do not know 
when my prayer will be fulfilled. 1 have been given hopes many a 
time, but no provision has Wen made for this. I hope that something 
will W done in this direction. 

As regards the Department of Education it in the admitted policy 
of the Government that free primary education should be given to the 
people of the province. It has been so said many a time by the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister ami many of my colleagues here. But to my utter 
surprise I find that there is no provision anywhere which might indicate 
that th is problem has Wen seriously taken up tie yet. There is a provi- 
sion of 5 lakhs of rupees for primary education in the cess-paying 
districts. But there is no provision in the Budget for those districts 
where District School Boards fiave been established but no cess Has yet 
been imposed. In the district of Howrah the School Board has been 
established *but owing to the postponement of the education cess in that 
district the primary schools have Wcoine unmanageable as the teaphers 
of the primary schools are- not getting any grant from the District 
School Board Fpnd in which there is at present only Us. 47,000. This 
tod will be exhausted if the existing teachers are paid two quarters 
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grant. Then* will l>e no money left in the fund of the District School 
Board after the payment of two-quartern grant. The teachers will Have 
to starve and the existence of the primary schools will be blotted out 
from the district of Howrah if the Government does not come forward 
to help the District School Board of Howrah. Formerly, when primary 
education was in the hands of the District Board the primary schools 
used to get grants throughout the year. If the education cess is again 
postpomnl this year and if the Government does not come with a*n 
adequate grant to the District School Board. Howrah, then the cause 
of primary education will be greatly hampered. So I request the 
Government to introduce the education cess at Howrah from this year 
at once, so that the primary schools may be kep* alive. The majority 
of the people of Howrah are quite agreeable to pay the education cess 
from this year, so that their children may get free primary education 
from now. 

Sir, as regards adult education, very small provision has I>een made. 
I request the Hon hie the biuunce Minister to stretch His helping hand 
towards this direction of adult education of this province. I do not 
want to deal with the importame of adult education which is known to 
everybody. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
bis seat .) 


Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: wr ren&m 

WH <Tfro CTO $TFT re FTO toPTTWT TOT TO $1 fZ *C1> I 

retro retro atstoro w* to ws srfto strrr to t 

rero cro stnfato tot st^st ^ 

rent? tor totto tot ettoror *tro, (ctotq. srrre. snrtor, croU stffo 
wtotor)t TOst-sttc refc §1 toi 

tow rewnw a* wni \tor to. to reT^rre Tot stfacw toi tow 
tow wm*f[ Tpcre^t v&t «t^to cw to st^st ft$cw sstors 

twrer aw tof wm? stfro totcw *twr $rm tro stret 
tstot. to 5^5 *wt re Tot tot mi&i re ^ 

afflict , TOtre? *cw m *trrr stto 1 reTtfr rertfr rewrefo «t^s wren* wytff i 

aw rew to; tot?t totttto r*Tt$ ^it?r M*s1rea fro entorr stot *trore 
WTm ret fsr^sfw't nft wt *tc$c$ fo wtr ®nre t ^arrerer toI* nrwr 
to; w; *T$Tt rertSi totcw Sirtoren *tcs$ wire re sfo c w h I s tor 
tocw stotwtb cwrr sitrei *ttto TO'towT <trt to =to totcw 
rep^n ntoro totcw erto tortes ntoto ros anmw 

TORT I TOWT Lady Braboume College aaFtt> TOTC5 \tw i 

to* emu fTH*r? wror arenii s staff a? ^to ato s r re r rem 

re<t *tor wt wren srfcaS tost *$towr afwi mirere torrcw toj sTtor 



BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


IMO.] 


S®7 


WScro to aro fwww a?jrc etcroi stoto? tnrt- 

Wtk^il 4WW TO WfTRT'fr? f?C*T? JCTT8R I fjpf ST*T?r afTO aCTOCf 
Srol?. fmm atorct ?r tSfasrtfaffi atffr tral-fsm* tqfroi awt 

*fTO0R: TOn'eHC*$t fswi? TO*?! *f??r C*T? TORlt nitCTO? TO [?M5T«rt¥ 

»t^ert toi to fae; tot?t afw? et&. wr? «re*feTO>? a mm *rm$ tots 
to to et?rc*i w(W> •rtwrfsra wrod ®rt srrt>; STferorc to o m 

Jiai TOTS *05 ®(C*W a? TOT? $!"$] $?1 

mKm <$?r srrp? 5Tf??Tcw? to bt? *ra art>5fa*f too? 

(8,8fcr,000) j$T?T j TOTS *T$ 5 T? ( 8 J&.ooo) $T?T $? I CTO? ?? 7 ^ ml? ?T«m 

4 ttyCbct 5 TTO 5 3 CTO C^Tf? a^SI af??T ?fTO tit wpt f?T*T? ROT? 1 atC? 
?ro tot?s tor Wt^r at c? fro? to Wi^a? s^rt to? 5? c?Vh 
srr$?r?1 fro? sf 6 !?:? *f?ca aT?« 2 rc 1 ?*rr? etc? c?, ifrm'wfl jtttoto 
?Tfw fro fro? ms Srot?. efts fTs-rral tot ?tot> a?? tot? eTfirar fro? 
ft?r <wGi gt?t *tf$?ict t * iv phtti? ewe? a??*^fa arar?! are? tot? aft? 
al?ca ®r? 5s eT etc? i 

WfC 5 ^ WK *naft ( Government primary wchool for girU ) 
TO 0,ooo TOT? tol\ 

Diroot ffTPfr to Nongovernment special Kehool for girls 
TO ( **,ooo ) f??R?7$ tot? ton 

atsnm *f??r cwt^r m?e ac?? cw? to i fa*$ mm ?y^n? n?ro; 
to faWi c? ?tf$ faro arfrol ^ s?$ft street mm tear fan^T tot? 
«fwi r?*n?? ! T? ^ c Tt?^- p Tt?5Tf^ cot?s ^rfarr f??na? etc? to aero 
t$faro asft ?f??T ?rfa?r fttror? totst ftc??, tots jtrtu? q, 5tot ; e?n? 
<i N sfa t?f??^ 3re?<t ntim ooioaifto tot? tott a^ to wpr— 

«TT? TO TOT?T TO a a*Rf^ ^o y GT*T TO I TO?1? eTO?H«T ^^W?T 

ate?? t?T f? f*vm ?T at?TO ! 

to*t? mihtt f?TO 5 t??t? ewre? ^re^G ?t??Tici? utortb ?r?*t mal? at® 5?TOrt?crr 
«n?s 3c1??i? etc?! ^ ?e? ?c?^5? afarW fTOta' f??nf 

?f??r? 8RT stt*^ eteitmi a<rc?s <ic^eG e?*rr ?t? (P’ft 4t<\5 ^^,ooo n 
tot? tor (catff^ TO5) 5 rTn fft?rcf i a? ??c?? ?c?t h??t? e f ewcM? ff?r at 
tot? Gi?( ?t? ?t??T? \\ ??i ?t??T $[&($ ?rt?ea? ?r i <tc^cG etraT-WTOT? afa 
fi^ 1?gT c?tw f??r«n? &f*m m\ 

?TO 5 C? — 

(*) nfearee? w^reTt?? r;«t fw-*r^r? m f?? t??t aTf^rrr g f arr et i 

( k ) sra? W? 4 HJ 5 - !* ?^fT? TO 6 fC?t ?Tt^TTOy 

(o) afW 6 trained ?T?1? aiT? R^at ftCTO l 

(8) «fa»TTO 6 at aro f?c*nogic? a ?^5 etcroi 

afaarg r ? c? ?c??fG af^r? am a?t em?rTOn\ce c? ?ro?»a ant tot 
aero? acaar af^ a?i fec’ro: arroca? aca at w tnati c*rtir? ??>8 aaw 
Set ?ri a f?ro afaairo a?»ar wrro ^aiR calfircei 
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acffi* end* hto: affffr afftfr #Tsst ctifr usi$ aWtr stauni wuro 
tltai tar tar ssuff sr nfo h*t sscff ffrouff htstst Hitsr Hta tot *ta5 ffuit 
eta surt « ffmwt susr cnsi^ ass cffis*- htto sr* tot at hto g tafrw 
WO CTO staff SP^ffl STffX^T 6 a^jTtaffUS’fr TOR TOff fftUfft g f ff fr R 
stuff STUSt BUST* SUS S* STfro SGo s looo v jjTST HIST SI StUfft ataffT* fffff^R 

ac*Tassff staff nrusi wfW) atsrsT? **X star ssnu? as to (*,00,000) fast 
ssir stast sicffTS ssruts* stHiffff: asfU star afff^R stuff su* ast huto an^ff s^rrs 

STff stuff TOT HTtUff HTU* I STST &T$RS TOSTS at SffT* \ aTOfflff USTfc CSlfc ff*S?£fffS 

tost errse UHTRtsi ssta srusufr* afc staff a tac* «nrt scsrerera* 
faffT* $UTO StSTUS Stau SR S* ST I SIR STR6 Slffl Uttfata* SURTTO star a^Tff- 
fSHUS S^pS STff Stuff TOT TO* $HT* $H5TSS TOT taffffffTUS 3USF5R stST v lf$SUS \ 
HfaffHSff't ffff ta TOR STStaTST H^KtaffT* US fff SR taUSH, ffTOCR tafr ffff&T 
TOT TO STtUff HTU* ffTST fftf-fffffS HSPTUSS ta* TO^ffT Stuff CTOTtUff URjT fffSSt 
ff*TSTS STHR TOASTS b a^rrn IJ\5 v l t </ ST*d-ff?R HSPSUSS fSRffffSff Sff^ffT S'S^ff 

fftarcss :— 

“In my estimate I have asHumed that revenue will come in roughly 
at the level on which the\ have flowed during the last few months, 
I have assumed that wur in Europe will not break out. 11 aHTO*S S$fSR 
TO*-Hff1s SCSTR SfffUffUSS “The outbreak of hostilities have naturally up- 
set the calculations on which the Budget Estimate were framed'’ S8*HK 
fftf-fffR HUSTH* $Z>X<* fftffffR HSRU** Sf^ffT* ffT^TUff faUSTU^ STfffST SfffUffUSS; 
Sff'HM SJ*SS aiUff'H ffTSTTO STWUfcS TOff ST$TS ffTtaST tald I TOTT ff^SHf<fflS 

taus Scuta u^ic5"H v us tout ssth ffisruff hto srti a croft fftaml* sftss- 
ssn mm m stsiuhs smff , & sth ness tost sTtar* tost btstch* st* 1 csta 
Hjffrs ntsff staffs srtsus ^r, ffrsrs 5» sth situfft s^s ntaffTR sitar mz 

WlffltSI tal tST stuff ffS[RtaffT5 SRTff fff Stuff HTT31 taj ff^-fftR 
SUSTTOff taTHT StS tST5 STtl tff affT? <!'U^ W^S\ STUffE^ 

fff fftf-ffTR a^T ffUTR? sf I 2IS w i5ff^S UffR STff ST STtR f^F tSTS SUST Sit? 

a uffus CTffcrouR Wsff shITs sta^t sro staff twr ss “acns suffe hjs 
ust” at s^s sfftas sf’wsffls h^sst fffssr tares i tHffis tots usTsrt tar Hff 

fffS S!SS ffltUSTUSl ST*SS CHIStt ThSI S|[t «HS fffffUSI (Hear, hear !) 
HtSTHHff ff TO(*1 SffS, HffT-fffsfffUff 35TS 6 SWtS*ffff1S ffUtat ffTUffIRT TO TO 

a^fff ss^tsts TO**d-^ffuta( h^ustm at srs starosHuff stssr taius Hffr fs'Hj to 

tas at sts usssthIs to-to hshitr star status i 

effta totots ta taff tar asrs to^ sustr stands “stws httos siffun 
tror <tar usfitcffus’M ffto^r astaff stfff* Hffr toi si \m ats^c sir star 

fffff Hl fS I TUSS — 

HTfffTt HffWSlfffflt \ 

HHTSTRffB STffSS \ 
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. >• «im <nfattra— 

aa-roar aj^r ear totto at an;*??! 
eroi? ait* em can ae aaro cam? cn?T! 
roR to ftnrt c* c* *a^e to cnari 

cafaa arwr wrti( to, cat to? w roan toart to niftnton — 
eT?r aroft? em a^to ary ami? em snmi 

arcnr? 4* to to error?* ^jpf fcan TO-nenr to a^f toar w-tot? 
abasia arfa am? toe « ami? sro nroto aaa r acro tot error toet 

ento aronrto totto am? snronrt « ?jn? war anf a ar to i 

nr n^ mce me torot torn saw nnrn tocea nto toto 5 *an sro eronc* 
?Tfne i *rr tot? erfas srororal : afefnn nroe ncas am nen ra «rc an? to i 
aroerr? ?y a$ce if'toT 5 ^an ?? i a* House a tot? a*\cn « area ajnraie 
tocn *?Tt tore msar to cn, aw a^nto na*e cam? cro aronr am? iftor 
a*?i aal *t*t$cw ; era a v ;</ e atom eane a*, am, nrear yimwrrnTtn a^aro* <to?i 
®w* to 4 f?c*t$ enfan n v at a? ; m? enTrce njljsi a*cne enfan n^at a? i ac¥? 
nf?ma aror, artaj, toto ; to mm atanra a;: a « ntaerni 

to aTfnsr amenta am? toal n^frar toeeni n^rro cnaa na^tna 
rorar saa toa to?T if a?^s tat* tor* yaa tor to $$ a^Ts a?ja tntce cat ar, 
ceaa* aronr am? iftor aronrto am* — toal n^roacn torto 5am n^tar 
toeroi eTt am? a^ca am to artortnsw— 

(Here the member reached her time-limit.) 


aerate aeia? tott* to <t* tat a? aa? taai 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, please finish your speech. 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: ata? «gcn aro to artoma— 

<2* ca race aar ear 
cerca? e a? <s*?5 "! 
cctch? am erca? caca 
erorra c^r a? i 
cot?t caroa erra? aitaa 
Sira? arto aii 

er* aro, a»a1 a toot tomr to a* c? aroar? TOrra armcn mf tfm 
WfT*to eror a^aro a^ir torn facaalt aroarorl anm aw toce av 
a?*TO are ffee aar ato am erora Sar? tororc aar? arto tot?? cHiaa ^ cfi ffi 
pnf* aa5ma KKr toe toa aaaral aroma am ape cn* aartroa f¥ cro 
art** ait? emrtf fe ai^rr « ajroa caroit taut fa»fte nitre? 
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sit tim $>tr 55 <& Rfa swtr *Pirt rrto fro $nW*i ylw Rf*u\w, 

cc< ^nrrjr rc fijR <^.£4 rnf^ycniu RTR*t y?*u \ cr^rr *oh ^i¥K*tti « 

Uzjm tiTvrrf* <faro cr ar^r TOTt«»TH yfaiifw, mi RfaR*^# f^nyi? 

JFTfaRT <>f$st ^Ibtf 5 ! OR ?RRT Wit TO QRa ?FO *RR5TtOF TO l <3$ 
ujr# hsi wfrr srtr h*s*1< r^*i oXcz ofR5 r$rt afoniR atow Jdlsuct i 
RfaR^fTO af«TOR yfro «r^to yfa— 

RTtpify to r$ aro—^y <to « to. to al^n ayro Rf c rg^ fro 
y?^; cwir srrsr? RT^rfy y^jry; rrstrto r^jtr to a*r yfaro srt 
fTTvSy r^iTh to or ytoTj c$rt OR^y? R^fy 6 Rf^tW'ft r*r^cr y^y ofcii 

■HT$TtTO I 

tot RT^sfr? cyTffc tyiTS rt *nt^ b^ifcfct rrstrr r^r Errfinrr srcwyr yf?raf i 

4$ TOTO RfclRW RfR R“faST 6 fTOTO Rfa5 R^f»WTtR? TOTTRT RTtJ*tf$R RTOTO 

«wtoii 4 r 1 rt<rt yfro tor, to to *nt^ w i rjo nl^R RT^RtfR to 

<CR SOT $fSfTR CR R^RTR CO? 

RFRRTCRRI 

Khan 8ahib MUHAMMAD HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, 
:Sir, while taking jvnrl in the General Discussion of the Budget 1 do 
not intend to go into details nor do I like to criticise the Budget with 
i ft spirit ot destructive opposition, hut 1 want to say a tew words by 
way of surest ion to the policy behind it. 

Before entemig into facts and figures of the Budget, 1 would like 
to tell the Homble Minister that although this is the fourth Budget 
.of the popular Government, we are surprised to find that there is no 
indication of any comprehensive m heme which is likely to bring real 
.comfort to the masses of Bengal. After careful scrutiny cd the allot- 
ment tor the departments which vitally affect the masses every one will 
.agree with me when 1 say that the provision seems all through 
miserably inadequate and in some case* -amply an eve-wash. Nobody 
.can iind there any definite programme or policy which is calculated to 
promote the best interests of the common people. The Budget repeats 
the same policy oi niggardly allotment tor the nation-building depart- 
ments and reveals the same tale of faltering attitude on the part of 
’Government with respect to them. 

To start with Education. There has been enough of discussion and 
■definite suggestions have Wen made during the last three years and all 
the members irrespective of their allegiance to the diffeient political 
parties hod been unanimous in the demands for free and compulsory 
primary education throughout Bengal. I can realise the vastness of 
the problem and the financial responsibility for any such scheme as 
\W«ilL but at the same time I would like to tell the Hon’ble the Educa- 
>tion Minister that in this direction Government should take e bold step 
erithont any further delay. Any plea for shelving the problem will 
meet with disastrous consequences. 
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In the last Budget an additional provision of 5 lakhs was made for 
prmvary education when there were only three cess-paying districts 
which took up the Government scheme in its entirety. But this year 
when 6 more districts have come forward ready, the Budget shows the 
same provision on this item. 

My district of Mxmensingh alone will require an additional grant of 
4 lakhs at the minimum without which the District School Board will 
have to close down a faith large number of schools at once which will 
amount to denying a large section of the cess-paying people of their 
legitimate rights. On the other hand, the provision for eollegiate 
education i.s dispiojH>rtionatel\ large with the result that we are (‘rent- 
ing a large number of disappointed graduates at the cost of elementarv 
education of the people tor which they have been directly taxed. 

Agriculture is the pressing need of the province on which more than 
80 per cent, of her population depends. With the rapid increase in 
population in this province the average area of the cultivable land is 
propoi t innately falling far short of the demand. This problem can only 
be sol\ed b\ making the vast area of fallow land cultivable and by 
increasing the product i\it\ of the alreadv cultivable laud, It is 
gratifying to note that a provision of Its. ‘JO. (Hit) has been made for 
establishing union hoard farms and union Ixnml demonstration centres. 
The policy of opening small farms in union hnnid areas instead of 
establishing big farms m district headquarters or subdivjsjonnl centres 
is welcome. 

The question of expansion of the co-operative movement and of rural 
credit is the most vexed question of the day. Rural credit, Sir, has 
totally dried up and opening of a few land mortgage banks will not 
even touch the fringe ol tin* problem. The |xx>r agriculturists who are 
the worst suffereis do not and cannot actuallv derive any advantage out 
of these banks. 

The suffering*, of the agriculturists have reached the climax ami 
unless the Government come to their rescue without any further loss 
of time, then it will he too late for anvlxuly to try to save them. 
Unless, therefore, a large number of agricultural bank* for advancing 
short-term loans are established throughout the province forthwith, the 
pixir agriculturists will turn into landless beggars in no distant time. 

Now, Sir, I am really so?rv tliat the Muslim Finance Minister in 
India had to begin with presenting a deficit Budget. But I confess 
and I am sure all will agree vv^th me that tin* Muslim Finance Minister 
has not proved himself unworthy for the task. He has made the best 
us? of the resouices at his disposal and has cut the coat just according 
to thesclofh. It is only when the present Budget was being prepared 
that he took over charge of the department, and it is not hmhanlv 
possible for him to make any further improvement of the structure 
whose foundation was laid before he came in. 

27 ‘ 
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Sir, I cannot conceive of a better Budget with the fund and time 
at his disposal. It will not be out of place to remind the Hobble 
Finance Minister that me*re imposition of taxes and collection of 
revenues should not be deemed to be the only duty of the Government. 
If you are really anxious about doing anything for the ill-educated, 
ill-housed, and ill-fed and malaria-stricken sons of Bengal and if you 
are really serious about the industrialisation of the country and want 
to emancipate the poor cultivators from the grip of debt and disease, it 
is your duty to do so at once and lose no time. 


Ml*. MONMOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is the fourth 
Budget of the present Ministry under provincial autonomy. No change, 
nothing new and nothing progressive, we find in the Budget, It is a 
stereotyped Budget and the administration is being carried on, on the 
some old bureaucratic lines. Many of my friends have discussed the 
Budget elalnmitely and hist night the ex-Minister, Mr. N. R. Sarker, 
criticised the whole Budget. I don’t like to repeat the same. But I 
would only add that no progressive scheme has been included in the 
present Budget relating to Public Health, Medical Rural Reconstruc- 
tion, Irrigation and so on and t lie money provided for these purposes is 
not sufficient. I should like to say one thing, that in the Police Budget, 
Government have provided sufficient money. I don’t think that the 
Intelligence Branch Department is of such a necessity for the present 
administration. Ht is a surprise to me, Sir, that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has not considered any comprehensive scheme or any construc- 
tive plan for the mass uplift towards the advancement of the country. 

In the previous years, the Budget was presented In the ex-Minister 
Mr. N. R. Sarker who in spite of his having provided some provisions for 
the education of the Scheduled Castes failed to evoke any congratulations 
from us. But wluit can the present Finance Minister who has not even 
provided anything in the Budget as an additional grant for the education 
of Scheduled Castes expect from us? Are we to congratulate him or 
are we to denounce his action? I am constrained to speak out my mind 
to-day. In the previous years under the regime of Mr. Sarker, it was 
the tall talk of the members of the Coalition Circle that the best interests 
of the Muslims and the Scheduled Castes had suffered due to the 
machinations of Mr. Sarker. But may I invite the attention of my 
friends of the Coalition Party, tnay I also remind my honourable 
friends, the Scheduled Caste members of the Coalition Group, of the 
provisions that were made in the previous years and what they have got 
to-day under this popular ministry? 

it is significant to note that in the previous year, at the time of 
Mr. Sarker, in spite of the special grant of 5 lakhs for the education of 
Scheduled Castes more than Rs. 50,000 was provided fpr the Scheduled 
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Ce*W education. But this year that special grant is on the verge of 
extinction and yet no attempt has been made whatsoever to provide any 
grant for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 

Let me now turn to the budgetary provisions of the Education 
Department which have been made for the backward minorities includ- 
ing the Scheduled Castes and for the Muslim community. Sir, my 
friends of the House will find from the Budget Estimates that the 
Hon’ble Minister has not even touched the question of the edueationally- 
backward Scheduled Castes, whereas lie lias provided lakhs of rupees for 
the education of Muslims and Muslim institutions as well. I under- 
stand that Its. 50, 000 has been provided for grants to madrassahs, 
Rs. 1,50,000 for the additional Muslim Hall to the Dactxi University, 
Rs. 07,500 for the <ollege, Rs. 15,000 for additional buildings to the 
madnassah, Rs. 11,000 for the Fa rid pur (Jills’ Junior Madrassah as 
capital grant, Rs. ^1,000 for the extension of the Dining Hall attached 
to the Muslim Hall, Dacca Intermediate College, and Rs. 15,000 for the 
construction of a hostel for Muslim students at Pirojpur. 1 understand 
all that. But I must say that the Hon’blo Minister is absolutely partial 
to the interests of his community and he is absolutely blind to the 
educational interests of other communities. Am I not proper in saying 
that injustice is being done in the name ot justice? It is most surprising 
to me what has made my Scheduled Caste friends of the Coalition 
including the Hon’ble Ministers belonging to the Scheduled Castes so 
charmed as to tolerate all this glaring injustice done by the present 
Ministry. What is the charm ? Is it nomination to local bodies ? Is 
it appointment as members of various committees with the prospect of 
drawing fat allowances, or is it the charm ot titles such as Rai Sahibs 
and Rai Bahadurs!' May I ask them to remember for a moment the 
effect of such a want of provision for removing the dismal illiteracy of 
the community? Education. 1 submit, is the only problem upon which 
the fate of the Scheduled (antes depends. Education is the only thing 
which will enable the community to safeguard its social, religious and 
political rights. 1 submit that the representatives of the Scheduled 
Castes should be very cautious from now because in days gone by the best 
interests of the Scheduled Castes suffered due to the highhandedness 
of the so-called Caste Hindu brethren, and at the present time the 
Muslims are realising their best interests at the cost of the Scheduled 
Castes. May I know what they have done since Us. 5 lakhs was set 
apart from the year 1938? 1 ask whether it is not a fact that it is the 

independent Scheduled Caste* Party which^created the atmosphere in 
the House for the Hon’ble Chief Minister to show his sympathy by 
• accepting my ctil motion. Should they not feel ashamed of making a 
false propaganda in their constituencies in the name of Rs. 5 lakhs? 
Is it not a fact that they are making a false propaganda againet the 
members of the independent Scheduled Caste Party? Should I he 
wrong in describing them that they are merely toys in the hands of 
Government? In this connection I should like to submit one thing. 



404 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[24th Feb., 


It is by virtue of the terms of the Poona Pact, the Scheduled Castes 
have got a separate entity in the country and you will find that clause 
9 of the Pact runs as follows* — 

“In every province, of the educational grant an adequate sum shall 
be earmarked for providing educational facilities to the 
members of the depressed classes. ” 

May I know what the Hon’ble Ministers of the Scheduled Castes who 
are sitting in the Outline! are doing- and what is the return for their fat 
salaries to their people? Are they sitting there only as ornamental 
members? Sir, let me sound a note of warning that the charm of a 
seat in the (Cabinet will not hist long and that a time will come when 
the literate masses will be in a position to i online what a cheating the 
seat in a Cabinet bus been to the community. My honourable , friends 
will be facing the hard realities then. I am sure that any false pro- 
paganda with the help of the “Pataka” will not last long. So far as 
my information goes, recently one of my friends Mr. Pulin Behary 
Mulliek had been to Faridpur and tried to gain popularity by saying 
that Hs. 2 A lakhs would be provided in the present Budget at their 
instance. Where is that amount? Is it not a false propaganda? The 
Scheduled Caste communities are being cheated and are being deprived 
of their rights. My friends of the Muslim community are turning a 
deaf ear to their crying needs. 

Sir, 1 had hoi many occasions discussed the educational needs of my 
community and jxnnted out t hat in order to combat the dismal illiteracy 
of t he Scheduled Castes, an adequate sum should he earmarked as a 
recurring grant But I regret to say that the majority of the members 
of the Scheduled Caste Education Committee including the Special 
Officer are playing into the hands of Government who ought to have 
pushed the Government to spend the capital grants in one year and 
make it recurring. 

(Here the member having reached ihe time-limit lesumed his seat.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l want the advice of the Leader of the Coalition 
Party. I have got a list of alnnit 17 members from their side. So 
either you should allow me to select the speakers by drawing a lottery 
or let the party select the speakers and give me a short list of them. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir* may I submit that it will do if you 
give 5 minutes each to the<speakers on otir side? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am perfectly- willing to ring the hell after 5 
minutes, if you so desire. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: If 17 members are given 5 
minutes each, that will take about 8o minutes; that means about 2 
hours. 
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Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, there are certain new members anil 

they oupht to be griven a chance to speak. 

Mf. SPEAKER: It is very difficult to make a distinction. So I 
Viil draw a lottery and allow members to speak in the exact order us 
decided hv the lottery. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir. as the time is very short, 1 
do not like to take time on congratulations. Hut coming to the Budget 
itself , I teel I will he tailing in my duty if T do not put in my humble 
suggestions. 

I will take up Kura I Keeonstructiou first. In reply to my question 
the other day, the lion ldc Minister told us that the (jovernmtnt was 
still e\anmiin«r the scheme ot Kural Keeonstructiou which was laid 
before the House on the Iblli March last and they lmve failed to 
formulate a well-planned method. To speak frankly, this delay has 
driven me a rude shock In the sperrh, we weie told of a weli-phuincd 
national scheme ot nual uphtt. Hut, Sir, who stood in flu* wav of 
fulfilling tin* h it! li hopes that were raised in the minds of the people. 
Is it the party, or the Finance Department which was, of lute, held 
by Mr. .Nalim Kanjan Sarker:' 1 pause for a reply. From the 
number ot questions j ml in this Assembly and tlie enthusiasm evinced 
in the count ry side, you will realise how tin* entire country was keen 
on this rural weltan* work The llon'hh* the Chief Minister in his 
speei h in the party to tin* offii iaU who joint'd tin* Vishnupiir ( amp for 
rural weltaie training in -January last, admitted the fact that there were 
people m the countiy who were \ery eager and anxious to undertake 
rural welfun woik. A little impetus from the Government can do 
wonders. It is not that it will involve a heavy expenditure of Govern- 
ment. I am sorry to find that instead of flu* Department of Kural 
Keeonstructiou co-ordinating the at fixities of all the other nation- 
building departments towanU a well-planned improvement ot tin* rural 
areas, ihe Home, the Huhlinty, the Co-operative, the I mliist ries and 
even the Kevenue Departments have set up different schemes of rural 
uplift in d life rent directions. There is no co-ordinated, well-planned 
method in the work. The training ot some officers is <juife laudable, 
no doubt. Hut l hat is not sufficient. Along with the setting up of 
Palli Manual Samihe*. tlo* Gover/nmnf shouhl start short courses of 
training classes in every subdivision to train a number of enthusiastic 
workers who have already evinced keen iifterest and who are caper to 
undertake the •same. I am sure the Union Board* will he willing to 
send representative workers from each union at their ow'n cost for 
receiving- training at the centre. The only thing needed is the earnest- 
ness of the Government which I am afraid is moving* at a snail's pace. 
In that sense Jt he work of rural reconstruction is going on “silently” as 
we have bean told. 
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Adult education is one of the main pillars of rural reconstruction. 
But I am disappointed to find that the Government have provided only 
Kb. 9,000 in the next year’s budget as against Rs. 13,000 of the present 
year. The crying need of the hour is primary and adult education. 
Money must be found out for the same. After providing money for 
these primary needs, the Government will be well advised to provide 
grants to institutions of higher culture. Half a lakh of rupees has 
been found available for the Bratachari Society which is certainly a 
luxury as compared with the needs for primary and adult education. 

1 do not understand how either the Hon’ble Ministers or ourselves will 
face the people who will pay cess for their education, but at the same 
time will not get sufficient augmentation grants from the Government 
to make the scheme of the Free Primary Education Act workable. To 
my mind we cannot afford to open new giants to any institution other 
than medical in the metropolis or to any other institution of art, culture 
and so forth, as long as we have not found out sufficient money to 
augment the Education cess. The friends opposite will be the loudest 
to p&claim m the countryside and tel) the people that they are paying 
Education cess but are not getting education free. We must take 
courage with both hands and tap all sourees. About 13 lakhs of rupees 
of jute eess are being spent on the (’a butt a Improvement Trust. It 
is the money of the jute-growers. This must go to the Primary Educa- 
tion Fund. The cost of administration must be reduced. The stamp 
duty may be levied on the valuation of suits in 1 lie Original Side of 
the High Court. Terminal taxes may be introduced. Indirect taxa- 
tion without hitting the agriculturists ma\ be resorted to in the urgency 
of the circumstances. In reply to my question in the Assembly the 
iion’ble Education Minister told us that u scheme for stij>ends to 
secondary schools and mudrasuhs and another scheme for grants to 
hostels will be introduced in the next year’s Budget. But, alas, we 
find no money provided. Instead we find preferential treatment for 
Vidyasagar Bam Bhawan. The additional grants of stipends to 
colleges for Muslim students are extremely inadequate as compared with 
their needs. The Hon’ble Minister who deals with the students as if 
they are his own children knows it very well how poor, promising 
students are compelled to discontinue their studies on account of 
poverty, how students who have no guardians and relations to live with 
badly need hostels attached to selioqls in rural areas. There is a keen 
desire in the rural areas for the education of girls. A number of girls’ 
schools, middle English, and junior maefrasahs are rapidly coming 
into existence. Needless to say that they are feeder , institutions to 
high sdicwds and colleges and as such self-help of the promoters of 
these institutions must be encouraged by the Government in the shape 
of recurring and capital grants to these institutions. 

Next 1 would refer to minor irrigation problems of Eastern Bengal. 
To take up my district, the district of Bakarganj, first. The Hon’ble 
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ike Chief Minister who recently toured has talked heart to heart with 
the # cultiva tors, has personally seen the condition of the silted up 
lekals which used to serve three-fold purposes-— (1) drainage, (2) com* 
munication, (-1) sources of water-supply — and has personally seen the 
deterioration ot vast fields of agriculture and the water-logged miserable 
condition ,of beel areas, and the accumulation of water-hyacinth and 
the scarcity of good drinking water. Tube-wells are not suressful in 
most parts ot the district and as such the problem of the kbit] is very 
acute. I will quote an instance only to illustrate how the Government 
are showing negligence in this matter. In reply to my unstarred 
question No. 30 in this session the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Public Health was pleased to admit that the silting up of a certain 
khal named Thanda Bibi’s Khal in my district has affected the irriga- 
tion, sanitation, communication and water-supply of a vast area, as it 
was investigated and found by an officer of the Irrigation Department 
and the Assistant Director of Public Health and the only step taken 
by the Government, as we were told, was that it was proposed that the 
re-excavation of the khal should be taken up as un anti-malarial project 
and the District Board has l»en addressed to include this scheme amoug 
the major schemes of the District Board. The department should have 
taken up the work and not leave it to the District Board. It is a fart 
that lakhs ot rupees of the anti-malaria grant have lapsed as unspent 
from year to year as no attempts are made to materialise any scheme. 
] would crave for a reasonable reply on this point. This is a state of 
thing which we cannot but deplore. 

In the Department of Agriculture the Government have been spend- 
ing money on the top-heavy administration. Instead of electrifying 
Manipur harm let us spend money on the drainage* system and on other 
ways and means which will produce tangible results in the quantity 
and price of agricultural produce. But neither the research work nor 
the schools of agric ulture could give the poor agriculturist* immediate 
relief and save them from the recurring losses they have* to undergo 
in the matter of cultivation either as a profession or as a business. 
Bural credit must be revived. The poor agriculturists must find money 
at the time of their needs 

(At this stage tRe member having reached the time-limit resumed 
tus seat.) 

Mr. ADWAIJA KUMAR MAJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, TOX 

zmm *fo*'*rcT»rc arm um froi ottoth 

Tvt* mm vmj * fmx* w*m 

toft sr *r c*rnr ****** fro*** m fat; cvrrwRi m m to •*- 
mm a* w mm to crow cxtot frotfte cirri toi 

wwi «c*ror fairor ® fwra fir ci toj afrtm * fun — w w 
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c* fw? 5?. a^.srr 5 ttw to cftt?? hc?^* wtst;c^ *fTf?i a^^croS? a?? c5t»tt wrre 4 ? 
w «iT5?T tDto^? HTW SR srr? ^T5 t: 3 3C*T9ra*t3 $?? TO? 5 ^ i *VT IT^T ,§ SRUT 
ffrf?-?TOT* CTO? TO. ^Tf^CTO? ?to TO 1 ? 5 CTO^ aiS T ?‘f?*T 

cttot wt«t 5 t <rt, ^tto tot? i«r tos a* ?ttot sprs'* m wt?ror 

ac?r^i to? 5 to c^*tt to w. c* ftm w toe*? ?**n n?^? ??w* ??t ?* aT «fws 
snr tt i a to*jT ‘w-sTT atoy^ vpi«t:*? ?¥^t cTOr- xpto cro*tf i 

toto ?t? torai ft* torca? a:*!^*^ a?to ^to? to c* ?yt>r wtn*F 
w toe* c? 5 ^ eifato ww? 5 c^rcy* a toe*? to*R tot? *c*wi ?y^rw 
vrm a^tycy c* farm ac*TFW? to cjt ^r? farm cto wfr 

S’RUR ?T* *TT l a* 5f*W5 agririilt oral farnih *fCS ^R'TW? 3^J S’RT? C^T?Cff 
TO? w fro ^*fwc^? to*R W5*T ^??T? I 

err? a*jT Uww ?c*w c^c^to— to; Tto^rr torot to; ?r ? t w? ton 
to to we? tow i 3f$ ftoTO totc? «rr^ to*to to^ cto ?^t « *t1*f n?^ 

OTTW? CTO *tos? CTO? TO? ' TOlW? ffWTF ?? *T, TO?? *T?; TO CTO 
TO CTO) ‘5T^5RTT afTO TO®toC*$? *5R W«9T l^RTl a?T SCSTOP «fRT? TO;- 

fstoro? wtto tot totoi ?rw to a?$T ton «ttci a? <m v% mm 

a*£r w*r^y mtw, airo tom? fro it ??m wtcici 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed hia aeat.^ 



m BUDGET DISCUSSION. [24th Fe». ; 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I heartily con- 
gratulate honestly and sincerely the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, 
Mr. Ji. S. Suhrawardy, who prepared the Budget in the best way 
possible in a very short time of his office and with the very limited 
resource of materials at his disposal. So it is quite natural that there 
would be some defects. 

Sir, looking at the receipt side of the Budget it won’t be out of 
place if we see the income of Bombay generally a little more or less 
20 crores, that of Madras some 17 crores, while Bengal being the 
premier province in India, premier almost in every respect, has got 
only an amount of income of some 14 crores. It is quite useless to 
refer to the Budgets of England, I ranee, Japan or America which i> 
beyond our conception, of some thousands of crores. 

I cite these only to show how poor we are and how poor is our 
country. 

JNow let us see if in any way the income of the Bengal revenue can 
be increased. 

Sir, 1 think, by abolishing the system of Permanent Settlement 
that was referred to by Mr. A. R. Siddiqi, a handsome increment in 
the provincial revenue can be made as ilu* landlords realise in the 
minimum some 17 to 18 crores ot rupees from the raiyais and tenants 
while they pay to the Government treasury only crores. This is 
being done at the cost of the Government and of the poor miyats . Let 
there be a stopjmge of it for ever and it is high time for doing so. The 
net consequences of this abolition would be that the present provincial 
revenue may be double. 

Next, the Government revenue may be increased by adopting a new 
•course of adventure iu the field of industry. With respect to industry 
there are two things: — 

(/) to encourage people to adopt the course of industry so that the 
country may flourish and the Government is doing that in 
various ways; 

(fi) Government may establish a permanent source of income by 
starting some farms, mills — cotton or jute, etc. — gradually 
for the increment of revenue.* And by doing that, on the 
other hand, the unemployment problem k> serious before tho 
country can be solved in a more effective way. 

Tl|u& by taking some adventurous steps in commerce, in agricultural 
farms, on scientific lines at a larger scale, by giving an impetus in the 
fine of mines within the province, by imposing taxes on amusements 
and luxuries, agricultural income over Re. 5,000, by publishing books 
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at Government cost for free primary schools or by controlling jute 
markets and introducing warehouse system and so on, the Government 
revenue may be attempted to be increased. 

Now, Sir, coming to the expenditure side we find that about 54 
lakhs more have been estimated this year than that of the lust year for 
nation-building works. Out of this increases — for Civil Works ld$ 
lakhs, for Irrigation about fi lakhs — have been estimated. And some 
of the others are praiseworthy to note, namely, for Public Health 7 
lakhs, Medical over 21 lakhs. Debt Conciliation 5J lakhs, Education 
General about 2 lakhs. Co-operative 1 lakh, and so on. 

But, Sir, for primary education only 5 lakhs and for adult educa- 
tion only Rs. 9, (MX) have been provided this year. I need not say 
anything more than this, that Rs. lakhs have been urgently felt as 
necessaiy for the district of Mymensingh only. Education cess has been 
imposed there you know. Sir, and t he cess is being realised. 

(At this stage the member having readied the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR : **8o 8* ro? TOWt> TOWTO wrfi 

TORT W*fT C<TTO?T1 TOWfc fo?1 TO TtmTm North Bengal cw 
W?T C1TC? TOW OTC?$ n®TO? North Bengal CW ifWB W?T OOTI 
WTfa BO T 8CTR T ? S® TO50; 8(CTfF(T? CTOR CWTC?fT, TOW ?TC3ft CTOfl 1 O 

to?® nr tos cwre «rrfs? cifi n® TO 5 defeat <iwct> 4 ?tc?$ 

TO TOT TOW CTO few— of CWWCW neglect W?TI $1? WCW 

aro cwrt? cro &trt cwtt? ?tot iUtci nr too to Sfrro "if* intro =cr t 
rorco of crow nrew wrrfroc!? sr i»fl tor i to tot swf? a cwwrc? 
ao to www? tsf? cro to tor fro wTfa o i wrewt totco to cotrt? cwrw 

1 ®! n® 5RT TO?T S3? TOO CTOW?T TO O TO® WfcTOT? W OR «R^Kf 
ifos iTfwi <rto1 s cto? ewrweo to crorfa front? so at <tu»d> row 
Tw«; W?T C1ICTO. fW’tJ CTO? TOT f?W $ fwl TOO \f<TO $RT <f!W fTO? fWI^ WfT 
V? Otl 8TOT BflRW TOT TO Wf? — WTtTOf TOSCfr? CTO Ctffc WICTO'O 

wf to rots 4 Most? top 4 to? i fw*$ «^co fro witro fiWrrw? nfro 4 ? 
cirnrr, fw’tj ?rcwc5? cst cwt? do®"? ext? ?t, wfrotm wrw nrew ^rwTOvnG? c? *Cf5 
crow wpto to cro nf??$R *? TO i wntw roWTc* «Fgnrr? wf?— -ifi rosfro 

TO CTO? WWTTW W?TO TOCO tWT TOW TOW OfTCS fTTO? Sf5 fTO TO! 

too ^ §?wt fro® cromr 01 *$f?m?T $n® cto? wov wwttw nTfiw nrrero 

WfT TOT TOO TOST C? 1(7 5T C?lV N CS TO? O! O TO? Wgf? » !RI CTOT 

circwr, fw*$ ror? Sir cro tfpr nf$roi, m c? frtro n® bsfrot to cto. aro 
if? rot? fro pro?, tow tots too tot? csfo cro? ol tot to for 
wtfirorc ctrt? cro! cro iforoo tot cto ci at c i fTO T iwi gr yrtroi 
ro a foci ro tort euro TO m 

ffororw Otfw tot otfr ro to ai^r for cror curro ; ffo Iwfw tot 
■ roCwi toot ti to to wir circw mror firoi cro ror to in cn®r tow 
ffwo<CTOr tronrt mrw cTOr tow wwtcwt ctocw uwit cwr irfr fiwwi 
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arr ffwt s ft g cro P&r. oti =cn fwro $w? otto rcra s*ro 
fro 5R — $**ro ffww'ra Sn^rrel *c$w\ Teslas: otto toot ^ otto sot 

$PTO OTTO a«wj#< TO**T *TO 5R i ( Here the member having reached the 
time limit resumed his seat.) 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not like 
to discuss al>out the Budget too much, hut I am sorry for the position 
of the Finance Minister who has been only newly enshrined in this 
portfolio. Sir, I am sorry that nobody during this discussion .has con- 
gratulated the ITon’ble the Finance Minister. But I, on behalf of the 
Scheduled Castes whose voices are too faint to be heard by anybody in 
this province, 1 wholeheartedly congratulate the Finance Minister for 
his successful framing of the Budget — successful in this respect that 
much has been done* for my community which has been niggardly 
treated during the last three years. I do not like to discuss the 
general matters too much as I have said. 1 shall only say my own 
saying and begin that saying by quoting a famous couplet from a 
poem : — 

“Oh, tell me not in mournful numbers 

Life is but an empty dream 

Sir, this is our life. The life of all of us is but a mournful dream. 
Tt has not seen the da\, now ha* it seen tlu* light. When a mail’s life 
l>eeomes despaired of for the future, when sweetness of the earth is 
gone, men heroine destitute ot eveiy hope and then men rely on the 
grace of God for their *>al\ation. Sir, my community does not aspire 
for anything at the hands of this Gn\ eminent, li has been gro\elling 
under darkness from time immemorial and it can wait a few years more. 
Sir, this is our life, lives of millions of hungn, toiling scheduled caste 
people. The Britishers were telling ib that India'.* salvation, especially 
the salvation of the neirlei ted S< hrdulrd Castes or the untouchables, 
would come through the Bctorin*; that reformation has now come, 
but, Sir, what i* the result!" We have got this precious, voluminous 
and Iveautitul, picturesque book — "The Working of Two \ oars of Pro- 
vincial Autonomy in Bengal". But, Sir, what do we find? We find 
that the Scheduled Caste people are being ignored everywhere. I shall 
quote from the Hon'ble Chief M^uhter, the special Minister for Kduca- 
tion’s speech. Now, what does he say about the help that is to be 
given to the Scheduled € Caste people. Sir, this is what he said in 
answer to a question of Mr. Moniuohan Das: “If I were to earmark 
Hs. 5 lakhs for the Scheduled Castes alone, I would have td set apart 
for the Muslims — they are 30 times as big a community- — Bs. 1,50 
lakiis simply for the cause of Muslim education and so on and so forth. 
It will arouse a fight among all the communities and the Education 
Budget will dwindle down into nothing and you will have nothing to 
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expend for other purposes for which Government has to exist.” I am 
sorrjf, Sit, for the mathematical brain of the Premier of this province. 
The whole population ot Bengal is 5 crores 11 lakhs and out of that 
2 crores 75 lakhs are Muslim*, and 02 lakhs are Scheduled Caste people. 
If .any mathematical! is here, he would say that it is only just one- 
third of the Muslim population. Sir, how the Hon’hle the Chief 
Minister can calculate that it is ‘10 times — if three cun he increased to 
thirty, ten times more — what can we expect from this Government? 
Sir, this is the result which ha* accrued to my community, and we 
cannot expect anything when the linn 'hie the Chief Minister hus 
stated ho much for our benefit. 

(At this stage the memhei having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Maulvi IDRIS AHMED MIA: rtrr1? rot?. c?oti sntr 

®r? c? hmr 7? srsr'vrto otiw? a? ?^rc?? <ic$ct?? ??hc? cm 4 cr$?t ?? 

PR RT to? R$ $RTC?OT?TCR? ?TRT$? SRC?? ftws l 

c?rc?ci? **to toI ton 

«TT*RT?Jr TO?TCOTTTCR? 5T$T? ?Tfa? ?Tto1 OTC?$ CR'IC^Ct? l 4$'*OT 

to^tcr cr ? ?tcsz 3? ?rf*to sto* rtot ^>rt ^cstr clc<5 ricr? to vfw 
stst? ta? wtoc^?? srer »ro s?f3 <m 1 cott? r?*T? otto ot ot. 

pn^T « aT^lto fw? CFTRT£ ?toT toT? ?RT W R*3l OTTO COT?? ’TO 

CfTOtT «rr*TT 5ft? OT PI STTtoRT? R5 UT?T COTT COT *rc TOC?? If Ml 

toiSTto ? aRtcn? *cj srrcto to, ctopr \ rsm t sto tortotot? to fro? 

TO’H C?TC? TOT ?J5C? tete OT f?TO OTTO CTO? COT TO*? CTO? OT ’til? 
$n? TO CTO? SirN COT £T*TT? flPOT ?f? OT l OT to MJR4HW? TOT TO?T 
gUSHIMTC? ? R$ ^f5 to 8lt?T (fc^>TO TOl) 4I4RI CTO? toTR I TOTT to ’I? 
f$C?? U 4T^T OTtCR? ?T$ TO MT?T TOTOOTT? R?*t? OTIC?? 4R 4^f*4 4?C4 faRJ 

t^^tf? to? ?to to <a?R® sotr OT toih&i rt r??i toot? 4I4HI?q pftr Suf? 
?? OTi 

TO?1? ROTfc RC4TR?, Man tvehind the Plough (OTRCR? fRICR? 

ute\) to? s?f3 ?$ 4t froc??i to otot auto toot •ttotOT aro amto 
tor? TOfT RWR'COTj? R?CR ?TT? <41 PH? tor? PR OTi R5 OT ?OT ?t??T 
TO 3m OTto toT? TOT TOOT WJ H*S"t OTTOTT 4TO m W TOT? rttot 
^ torero cOT ««tt?3t to torero t tor* r^rot tot cOTn^13 ot $*3t 
tor? tonrt PtrotfTi • 

R^R TORY’S gfeft fr g ?S?T? TOR ^O'b-CT OT RJR^TO TOW? TO<to 
fro tor? TOT TOT TO *f?*flCRR ?^R RfRW? **0R-0t r TO?? 4Tm? OTto 
toT? TOT OTCOT *to TO ??TO ?l??rf?CTO Sb,aG8 3m l OT R? TO 
^0b-0^ OT TO OT1T TO 3m W OT R? ?TO W C4FTP? C?Rl 

CTOCTO 5m 1 TO 44'HW ?TO 4 UTOT - ! ?TO?? tol? RT CTOlt TO, TOR 

a w Vt? rIcp erro? ?? pwc? c?, toT? c? rtrto? nt?OT? wnto^n tot? 
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iQinm c? rrtto?r wm rtIrrI RRfar crtc?c?r tor? m tow Rrrtrofrfr? m 

fa CRTCfCiR? $?? — C5RT TO Z5R ' CRGIT? R5 ?$ CR14CR? TORT RICH TOTOfajRTO* 
R?TO? ?T?W R??T? RTTOR^jT WTOIR? TOll RCTOR?R*t «£? RTOTfa C4TC?CTO 1 

Rlfa TO TOR? ?*??TTOR 4R? RTO «Q? RS*t?5TC? fc*5T CRTC? WTO ??Rl Rif? 

r^vtrrh faroc? «un4i«i‘ totocs? rr? tor^trI rrcr? to^r « rris r$to? to rcrr 

“CTORT RTR^tt? STRRTO RTCS? f^FPff CRSTR5 R«ft? CTO?? faTO? fa? 4t?CTO 1” RTTOTST 

fa rch buah to c? a4faR crkhoiri rtrrtcr? R4c*t? fRR&? rptotr r? 1? afacR? crort 

TO RTO?? RTCS TO CRTC?CIR TO CRT?C5 R*Rfa faC?C?R <3? faCR? CRCRR? TOfatR? RRT 
fa $CR TOR S1CRJCR? 51? R?1 to? S\?? ROTOTORTOCR? STORfafa faCR TO?; RRR fa 
?TTORCR8 5T? 1TRR, CS$T, TO£ t ?T?;C?? SRT S<T?fafa fTO5 TO?t 

?TCS(ft? fTO RTCRT5RT Rf?C5 TOR, TOflC?? TOR? R?tC?? R?R? TOBT3C 

RTRRR5T (*?«fR5T?) TO ?$ CRTCR? TOW SRT jfTO faTO? ^?T*?T? ?R?RR TO? TO 
$$$l CRTRC5 CTOR? 4fa? 5T?T? ?RT ?? “^C?MI \C?M( 3fa TOTTOt TOT” l RRl? 
TOTRlRfafa "iO l 'll 8 t*Tf5 5l4[? SRTR?I? a? ?RCR? fafR? C? l£?CR? ?T 5TTO? ^Mc*? 
?R?RR CRTTOR? R? ^5 CTO? TO? I fa*$ a«R CRfTO^fa &J TOT ST5l? ?T TOT STBl? 

to? rc? — tot R^fanTRT i to<c?c^? crrj ?$ *«(V!*"t tor? a&TCR r??t £trt 

CTO>?T CRTCR*. fa*$ ^ 5? ^1 CR?R WfCTO’S? RT?R TOT? CRM?R«T ?TO? \M&R 
CRTC3* CTOR? TO R* CTO? TO? I RCRR TORTRT RTCTOTRCR? TO RT4RTCR RC?Rft Rfaffr 
TOT CTOC?flR, WfCRC*$? SRT TO TOT? CTO ?8?T? RTCR TOlRT TO?T? SRT l fa^ 
CTO^RCR *R$T SI?TO C?TRCR8 R$Tfa 5? RTI f>TW 4faf5? C*TOT? faTO? Wfa f?CR? 
Wfafa CTO fc t«l 4T*CT? ?Tfa CTOT? TO 1 W ?W5C5 R?T TOCW «TO faCRC?? ?TCR 
TOTO^fa fa?? CTO TOT Cro?T?«l TOT I CTO ?T? WT =0? ^ ?TC5? RT? TOTT? 

^R 1 R R*$5 R*tC?? Rf?J5? fa fa?? 

RTTOTO TOR? KMHl? ?*?^CTO a TO^TT? fa TOT ? ?*«^TO RTTOTCTO ?TC5 C? 

RTOT RTCf R!TOT?I CR? RTOT? R^?i??!? TO^l R^Tfafa? TOR*t? fa^T? TORT? 

TOTR? 5*T? TO ?*OT fa?T? TO? C?TCR faCR? C? C'oalition Party (Rfa?TR5 TOT) 
R5 RfaRTRt CTO? ^C? C? TOT^faTOR RTtSfa faCTOfa R^?l?1 RTS CRTC3* fXl V^5R 
TOCTt? $R®f*5 « <\?/R5l RtCRTTO R?T? S?T RTfa RTfafa CTO??CH? CTOTT?C5 ?fa 5*TCR? 
STf5 Rtf \ STC?TS? CTOR 5*T?T ?TCStJ RTCR? TO? f*T$T? SP5T? ( Economy 
cut ) STO CRTC? ?TCS& TOCRTfaS R?/T R?^ RSTO STC?TS? CTOR C*T?T fa?T RRTSC*R 
RTS Rf?C5 TOJ5 ?^?l RTfa TOTTOJfaf TO^5 RTtf \ 

TO?^TR R^TO RTCR TO?TO R?^T RTR5TTTO RTfa«t1 RTTOT ? T «T?R CRT C?C f ? ( 
faRTT? SrtWCR? S?T « RC5T? RTTOfCR RRTT ?TRT? STO C? TO?^ RTOT CTOTO TOTO 5TTR 
faTORfa faCffaCR? CTTTOR? fa5T ?RRrC?l RfRRT RTf??;R CTORfa? TO?5 RltR CRTCRCTO 
— ?T? ?TR TO CTOT?C? CR SfR «tffa Rfa? TOT. TO? faTOT?^? CR? CR? fff5 TOR Rfa? RTRT 
RTS TORTCRCR? CRT? CRT? CSRT? R5R?T SR. CRTRT® «T5R?T 40 SR, CRIRT6 TO5R?T 
40 SR CRTS 1 RTfR? ?f«f5 a? R^ SRlfaS^ TO WlRR TORT 

MRR'JRC*?? TOSRT TORT ffa* RR? 5*TCR? STTRfRR ?TOfT? SRT TOPfCR^ C??^T CTOfaWTfRR 
CRTCS? TOTOTO CRTCRCfR a? fa RT?TO5RT RTCf ?^C5 TOfa TO l faRf Rlfa R?RCR? TOR? 
«?1^T RRTORTO? TO R?T? SRT RRRCR RTRTOR CRTC? fafa — a? TOCR? SRT RC^T? ■Qt’TO 
CRTCRf RCSl? TOf*ft CRTTRCR RTCtl 
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Hr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I rise to congratulate the 
Hoft’ble Finance Minister on his presenting the new Budget after dun 
caution. The attention and foresight that have been concentrated 
and applied to the present cataclysm which has overtaken the world 
are really very much praiseworthy. The Budget ought to be a 
balanced one and an imaginary Budget should not lie prepared and 
presented, based on the artificial prosperity due to present war condi- 
tions. I congratulate him because he has been able to find at least some 
money for the nation-building departments, but thereby 1 do not mean 
to say that that is adequate. I admit that the amounts that have 
been provided are merely trifles and that these merely meun tinkering 
with the problems. But who i* to blame for t hat ^ Is the Hon hie 
Finance Minister, who is Mihjected to severe criticism on the floor of 
this House, to ldame for the work of each individual department, 
which has failed to present its claim in proper time to the Finance 
Department for scrutiny and inclusion in the Budget)' Every depart- 
ment has got its own responsibility, in the matter. We have heard 
the ex-Finance Minister say that the provisions which were made 
during the last three years have not been spent for the purposes for 
which they were sanctioned. But I ask why, during his time, he 
did not attempt to send a requisition to the departments concerned to 
send iif their claims in due time to liis department, so that Govern- 
ment might undertake those schemes. The ex-Finance Minister has 
also pointed out that provisions in the Budget for some of the nation- 
building departments should not be made unless and until then* is a 
comprehensive scheme ready. But who is to blame? What was be 
doing for the last three years? Why did he not call for the schemes 
of water-supply? Where was lie then? Now he comes and says that 
Government have failed to spend the money for the purpose for which 
it was sanctioned. We admit, Sir. that the increased provisions under 
certain heads of expenditure in the nation-building departments are 
not adequate, and we can also say that they amount to merely tinker- 
ing with the vastness of the problem. By way of suggestion as it has 
been already suggested, I can speak to the Hon’ble Minister for Educa- 
tion that the plea of want of funds is nothing. Money is ample. We 
are not prepared to take the warning from the leader of the European 
Group, that the taxation should not be made in such a way as its 
burden might fall on the urban area? Money flows from the rural area 
to the urban area, and, therefore, money^ must be found out from 
urban area. Some people die and some starve, while others live in 
palatial houses.* The people of Bengal and the representatives of the 
rural Bengal here are not prepared to see such conditions. So I draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Education Minister to the fact th«4 the 
jute cess which has been diverted to the Improvement Trust, should be 
earmarked for «the education of the rural people of Bengal which is 
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their legitimate dues. Money will not be wanting. The note of 'fvm-* 
ing of the European Group that urban areas should not be taxed is 4 
wholly unjustified. The rich people have been sucking so long the 
life-blood of rural Bengal. The representatives of rural Bengal here 
will' not tolerate for a moment such a state of affairs and are not pre- 
pared to see the wretched condition of the people of Bengal any longer 
to be ignored in such a way. Now, with regard to Agriculture, there 
is still much more to be done in that direction also. Agricultural 
Demonstration Farms should be established at least in every thana. 
Why Government have not attempted even to provide grazing fields 

(Here the member having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a ?<PT? Budget 
f? TJtR TOTT C? aC^ SfTfc HJ54 *lf?TORT WTOT 

♦TR, f3P{ ^ nOT*tT TO WTO tRST a? CTO TO 9 t1WTOT W?, 2tCC 

to f R*tf $ rto croft — wiwr tffrs to a$iH sntra towtt 
4TO TO OTtfi TO?T a? 'TOT <$'HM TO<WC*5? 

TOWT? nffl?Tt«TO TO l . 

TObllWl ?*tfc? TO TO f*TW. Mni3*TTO TOTTOC? TOTOrar 

wro wto TOtra to afro tot crow. w tototwIw? 

noglect $TO TOW a?\ *RTOTO 3PBFT $TO^ a?t 5TW? 

3TTT5? SKC 1 ! CTOR ??R 51 TO «T^I< C? Wt 4TO< TO TOE 

ipETrfgRU JT*tfo I afrit toW 5^TO Budget a WfwJ mC?W?l 

OT’R TOR 5*T?T Nation Building a? TO CW? TO£ W TO 
*TTWR WTOW WTO TOW TO STTTO •ftfo? SR^T? 5 ! CTOTWR, TOE 

f*TC&W ? party? Sdo'ii'OiJfilC* doles WS?T TO TOCTO fTOW I *0T$ 

«Ct ?** « $TOTTTO?C*T? W TOT? TO CTO fa$T*T CTOTO W 

CIpJtTW *Whf*T TOTOTO TO; at 5*ttTO TOft TOfcTO W, ®llVl? TOWTT 

^5 TO i a* fWl sryr to cto tffot Budget a? fos? wrora 

TOST TO* TO l *5* TTO ^ ^ W TOTR National building TOC 5 ? I 

A^*nw C? 2TTO arwfa* *rowrrTOT W$TO crow TO fas? fro Gov- 
ernment of India Act Nation building TOC 5 ? CTO provision ?TWR fal 3Tf? 

TOTO Finance Minister a? TO. TOSS TOE $*T? at® 

2PFT*t CTOTC5 TOTO ?f? Wn ®*T? T«j5C5 aTOT $C?T? CTOT5R, TOTOT CTO? 
C? <3ft TR «tto?T? Provincial Autonomy ? f$5? fat? Nation build 
TO Nation build .TO CTO TO? Complete Fiscal 

Autonomy a? faj? fcc?, — 5RTOTOC5? afflpqW; ^W( C^E SOW 

TO? t??^? flTO? C^t a»(5 f 5 ? Nviemer Award CTO Protest <a? 

ff^? wftt a? tfM CTOl WTO TOOT TO <t^W? 

TOfTt TOT? 5TTT n^8TT Budget a TOC? WTORT WICTO TOTTf? TO 
jflWTO cf f C?W^ WtW>, f?^ TOT TOT General Administration, f?5T? f?TO 
e WW t?TOW? 5RT « War expenses TOW TO 4T$TWT C5TC1CI Vb 5(W 

5m? 5n?t 
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V'ff ms fifiwcfw f*m tom mm. ci ^ otto urn 
t « OTF wflw cfKi tdcc m w awmai aftnn tot mm «o m *r» 

Ptt OTTOXCT *Uflll *IW5 TO WT*S COT 5Tt SOW ClfOT#& Pit. OltW 

CTTCI TOTT '■ repression 5OTTTO a&lt CTO* 41 flWH OT C5W W fafall 

* OTTWT 'tCW 4 Wl Wf if* rw *T Agricultural grant, 

Industrial grant <Wt Irrigation grant W(*U CUTIttl W TO 
MW Cl OTTO scheme fut. CTO fflHT COTT CITTOl *TO COT^l! 

TO f*n£t 1TI TO 11 fal TO 1W1 «TT5T TO *ClTO1 OTW flCTO 

?TO?r wsr *for — aw;f«u in« otto wtW> ci firoi ifafiro 
5lTOTCl« T«fOT5 'TT «T* SPOT a* OTSttS W OTIC*^ CTOS provision 
w*i «nf*t m*t > 1 Saw *ifo— itn^r cott? ^f^snro isrrws smra 

4Wt Sluice Gate tw i^nfl cotti mi OT**TCH snOOTRi at Budget OF 
Deficit Budget nr circici fa*$ ctoiti deticit t Cl TOTO fufirojl 

pifBlic utility SC? <T*T TO STTC a CTTtH frTTT IT 1 TOT WTCIC* 

fa*v£ to mVs n s 6 crr^ £ttt «t*s iwi a* fro? o cwrtJl (fin 
office maintain CTOTO ilt> 1C1 i *TT^ i?TTft>T OTIC*! u 5 WI 1C1 

ottst**!, toot* toit * rejSI 5 ttt **rfcci ciwfii koth to 

iro TO*fw5 at iTf s 'SR^rs't toctoi tow cwt 51 5m totw to <rc$c5i 
im sots* totcto to a*t si* sfiwtt in *t toi eim* cwIot to 
mcranc* , , srcnfas toitii a*t ot*t ottt to to wci fa troirtim 

cwtcot tot?*' a*t a i*to fa ^«t^t wtot sro — roro n* at ct 
*wjs ^Ifs a* fro* Sow ?ct public a* fswS fasrrfns to toi 

ot *r % croc# ' to fisrc . *w* i <w* af^ *trot frorrfro totor «rfs 

f*nrr«t It Swot Budget a* gorti aw* toofIot ot^i otrcSi 

Sro CTOS nTt OTTWT a*TO mentality. 

tOT5 a**T wtotTO to c*tt^ fro *n toWr W#ri) ct n^OT 
TO««T Hto Sr*T *f5f Wt SOT CTO jute a* Restriction 

CTTOT* a*t complete control *T CTTC*« Bonded warehouse 41 
JHOTfT WTHTO 5 TC 1 TW 6 TOT 0 18 CTTUl (OTT C*OT TOJTO 41 t at ffTIJ TOOT 
tTnr Nation building a* ttof toil facts tofto i 

(Here the memlter -having reached his timedimit resumed his seat.) 


Mautvi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, I have no regard for and confidence 
in any game of chance and the method of selecting speakers through 
lottery is not agreeable to my taste. But I thank God for giving me 
my 5 minutes and T must mal& the best use#f it. 

Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy for the courage and 
perseverance he has shown in accepting his new duties under such 
circumstances as we find him flUifronted with to-day. We have heard 
with profound attention the' learned speech of our ex -Finance Minister. 
It is right that In a parliamentary system of Government, it is not very 
28 
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unusual for one, all on a sudden, to find himself from the position of 
being criticized to that of being competent to criticize. But, Sir, # it is 
extraordinarily unusual for honest people to do bad things and then* 
take the first opportunity to throw the responsibilities on othero’ 
shoulders. As our most honourable friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: The Right Hon’ble or the Most Reverend!) 
(Laughter.) yesterday remarked that with the dignity of a Professor 
of Economics Mr. Sarker made a statement in which, while criticising 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy with regard to his assumption regarding 
the apprehended slump that may come after the war is over, he talked 
of lack of farsight, confusion of thought and all those things. But, Sir, 

I have no doubt that his prophecies will have the same fate now as they 
had in the past with regard to his statement to the effect that there 
should be no war in the past year, while presenting his own Budget. 
Knowing Mr. Suhrawardy as I do, I am sure that he hits done the 
best thing one could possibly do, and considering the circumstances in 
which be bad to accept bis new duties, I do not know’ how* much of the 
responsibilities of the Budget can la* apportioned to him. 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition in his Budget speech, w r hile admit- 
ting the complications created by the war, said that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister could, if he so desired, paint a less gloomy picture. 

I must admit that then 1 is much force in his contention ' 1 find no 
attempt has been made to increase our revenues and the expenditure 
appears to me somewhat extravagant. Year before last on tin's occasion, 
while discussing the Budget, I remarked: “1 shall not be satisfied 
that this Government is sincere about doing anything for the ameliora- 
tion of the masses, unless and until I find them coming forward with a 
bold scheme of taxation for screwing up our revenues up to our 
legitimate needs.’/ 1 entertain the same grievance even now*. ^/Sir, as 
some of my friends More me have said ever since the beginning of 
time and civilisation village people by their toils and sufferings have 
been building white houses, gardens, good roads and hospitals in 
cities. Now, Sir, 1 think that citizens in towns should come forward 
to help us in doing a good turn to our village friends. Tt is their 
sacred duty, a paying back of debts accumulated through centuries and 
ages. Sir, I am not one of those visionaries who believe that things can 
he done by the touch of a magic wand. The present financial position, 
if it remains a s it is, cannot help us in going forward. Sir, we must 
resort to taxes. Let Us tax those who have for the benefit of those 
who have not. I admit that in the present circumstances it may not be 
possible for any Government to take up any long range 'scheme for 
n&tion-building, but, Sir, 

o 

(At this stage* the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his sent, ) 
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Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, unlike other previous 
occasions I rise to congratulate the Hou’ble the Finance Minister. I 
congratulate him for presenting a most practical and businesslike 
Budget. I congratulate him for his able, concise, terse and to the 
point Budget speech. I congratulate him for his brutal frankness in 
admitting the shortcomings of the Budget. The available resources of 
the Government have been husbanded between the different departments 
as best and prudently as could by, done under the circumstances. 
Indeed, Sir, it is certainly an achievement for any one to produce such 
a Budget under so many handicaps. Whatever shortcomings it has 
can hardly be laid at the door of the llon hle Finance Minister alone. 
Government as a whole is responsible for those. \\ e as supporters of 
the Government will lu* getting ample opportunities elsewheie 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Where? 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: In the Party Meeting. (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; On a point of order, Sir. 
Have you noticed. Sir. that Dr. Sanval is in this House? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL I It is a point of disorder. Sir. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is a point of order in 
order that tin* disonlei liiia be stopped. (Laughter,) 

Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: As 1 was saving, we will get opportunities 
elsewhere to come to grips with those shortcomings, but Sir, I think, 
I must draw* the pointed attention of the Government to one fact here 
in this very House. Even (his > ear's Budget does not contain anything 
which goes to show that the Government is serious about fulfilling its 
pledges to the people regarding the introduction of free primary educa- 
tion. Rupees five lakhs that have been provided will hardly be sufficient 
to supplement the cess income of a single distriet, viz.. M yinensingh , 
Sir, we have waited much in this respect ; we are not going to wait any 
more. We will deem it our sacred duty to resist the entire Education 
Budget unless Government see they- way to introduce free primary 
education at once throughout the province. 

gjr, a chorus of opposition has been raised at tin* prospect of taxation 
in this House. * Mostly these arc the clamours of persons who are best 
able to bear taxation. I welcome taxation provided it falls on those 
who are able to bear it and provided the proceeds are entirely sp«pt in 
real nation -building activities. There must not be any attempt only to 
confine it in brick and mortar and squander it away in salaries of high 
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officials. How can the nation a* a whole prosper if there be no willing- 
ness to contribute to a national coffer, I ask Government to take 
courage in both hands and to proceed at once to tap all possible sources 
of revenues. Its. 50,000 provided for small irrigation will prove a boon 
to the rural people. We wish more money will be forthcoming in 
future for this purpose. Government have taken up the control of jute 
cultivation. It is a very well-known measure which has been acclaimed 
by the rural people as a whole. But this is one-sided control, and we 
think that this one-sided control over production will not help in 
achicveing the desired result. Government must simultaneously make 
up its mind to control jute industries so that there may not be in future 
any gentlemen’s agreement to victimise flic cultivators of Bengal by 
keeping down the prices. Let the Government introduce at once the 
system of licence which will be issued to jute mills only when they fulfil 
the obligations of elaborate rules framed for the purpose. By such and 
other measures let Government control fully the jute industries. 

Sir, I once more congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the 
able Budget that lie has produced and wish him whole-heartedly to 
continue in bis present office for the rest of our term in the Legislature. 

Matflana Md. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!: Mr. Speaker 

TOH?! 3TW WTOT ^8o-8^> *to OTT TO3 

4 $ sRrornrra w-w to* stot *ror3 

stm* I *RT*T 3TWSTT3 TOtoft* 3TFR-3T3H 3Tfto 0 SH* 

£r*r tot nto tow faw toto 8ti rerfS $ awfito <£to?- 

tore apto** hjst tort to *nr* tot? ^ ton asafcfaf' tootot 
$ to 3to airfares tow: ret «rr?« to v? tr cto 

tor. asrrto* *j-**to rer? cnii icto ito to wi tvr *Tyr 

tosrhto ^oo cto> toT ares Hto 3Tfto to to vs reift tor W-retfr 
fcVll (<hI 5 5 1 *13 Hlfa'S b I'Hftl *11 CV 1 TOW 

^ C3Mf& f>T4H 3R stW 3T \ C&lfaHIfll C&W tVT3 *TS 1 

to *a-$T 3 &Tto *nfa 3 T 3 n 3 « vtote 33 -«T*ltore 3 Budget 

3f75TS to 5 * Cto? *(W1M HTtfT TOTO aTOTTWT TOW $ftre, tVT 

•Wfaf l 

to* TOTTtoll TOTO 9HT aCST* Budget qfareTO* 

5 TO TOTT* to nto TO* C3. 4* fTO 3^* STCTTO CTOt? toffigg «TO-TOT3 

TOW fav; 4*$T to 5to April w VTTO rere *3 *3 fafaC3H l 
to TOTTO fafa*T TO toftw re TOBCT TO WfiTOfa CTOTWT 

*to stotctoto at* to* totr? tor to *fwr grtoro to ret tsroo 
tftn »iHwr«n* snre f*to srres tot? vtre « ^rerrerr stoto «fafafato* 
fatowore «t*toT tor *f?re srvr vtre m 

•rtrei are atantor? cro? *tcsa « f** asrrv TOffHa c * ' aitto 

tow toa rere t*toro tart vtre toiwi reto? ftoai 
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atre vmfa i afs tot **** tow? wl* 

tost? «grt> wwr ?r?, cto * t^o mf5 5m? root ?nWf to-tot?i 

VPfr M*miT*q l a*R <HC?< «tf?TO 8iG WFlfl> 5m JT^Ht *rTt?TW! f TOT WTC8T? 
Hjl> TOTO *f?CW WTO WTO? $T?T5WT? f?TO twt" nf?5? *nw TO TO 

wto ^-*rrf^, fro « *ww. « fror? a?r wro ®rf*r? towst trot? 

wkt to to to •ra? m s «nf ?rm5? at <rWw crow? w*TTf*$ $ 

■r^W-HlUsil WTOnv^T *TTt?TTf ; <^H\A »TT5=R STf*T?T'£f??T «Tf$?T 

4faw nfT*w at $f??r m ww famro c^r wpttI 

^?T TO TO TOT TOTW*! T5RXW 41C§C553 UfiW ‘*BITtc5W? , ‘ Sfe TO ?RR I 

^bto <rrr? ?to< ?<rr st?ro * mt 5 oo era c u tot? 5 m i at 

to? WTMtt-awwt to *tro * mf 5 &* era ob tot? b to 5 m t 
^-2WC*T TO PtTOF * mf5 ^ era Go tot? G TO 5m t WtfT* WTRTt stra 
TOTT? rfs\m TO b^ TO G TOT? 5 m erfjfln 

(Beie the member having ie;u died I lit* time. limit resumed his seal . ) 

Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: ktoTs 

Commerce $ ?3RR TO 4 a*a*RTO? TOTTIR We must In: ready and 

prepared t < » lake our due share in the burden ot the wai 

Sftfl at war WWTW? TO WTRTW? W a? WTO Wt. WTO WWfTO 

6 afro? a? wro wt tjwrfn at eryrtro srt «rr*nw? 
TOrt*rc*&? tort mes to w wwtw? RW<t toI totto wtcwcfh wrtw? 

WTWR aitTTO R f?W k t“t *TTTO CTOTCt t3T?t custodian ?T 

tottot? i trsrcsr? nrrowT??^ $t?t a*mw ctTWR r*t ^-nt vmz* Burden 

of war a? <r^n Budget a Sow cto?w i to a?^T fetTO «ntn 

a? totc5 ?t*5Tt wfwr*$? to wn^ ^>o wrf^ 5m to to cto» v>h mfU 
5i^fT i at ^8 wfiS 5m" <ic? a^?^ ?r^iwc i t? < T^ f fw < i5' *rt?bTter® it? i Eun»j>o a 
?rretTWTO TOT5? 6 SR *P«nr asR WTO 7 W*t TO> France, England 

w h? wto TO a? wr? m emt a?? tot bttotw ?$ ?t bTetr^ mr?i 

«T^ CTt ??, England a? a? a^15 ?? Muniei|»ality ? TO 5 J^TO TOW Wl? 
w? C?*t1i «r<b ?t ? to asRt tr??^r w a? w»n;? England w a^ wrmt 
T5 ^GO TO? TO«. TO JPiet a WTO «Tf?gT a?» ep^TO 9 ^ nrfr | 

WH5" WRTW? WWT? RW*^ *Ri“l t"<U^Wa TOTTW? glorinuH deatiny 

WTWI at TOTTOWl England W TOT?! W3T I 

C^t V*a>RITO? at5 TOST TO ?T TO 9i%? *PBf CTO demand TOT TOT 
aoro Wimw? national we^th CTO*! mc?Cf W$T 5TW? TO CTO 

W?Ctt TOT CTO I * 

awro , national wealth a«R t^CTOR «TO ! ttffCF? ?^m?»frTO" 
nationalist a?4l? WTO *P?1*t r ^9tl C?T? *? *Rt ?Tr?T 

tier WITOR W a? TO Expropriation TO?T a$TO TO «f?S fia 

6 afro? t%r?«T wftc?w» ^rw? f^t wrea wft *n Wro tot? 

TO ro Exprc^riation. 4r^f?a to ar ^?t a? arom wit 4 mca TO? 

frow? tott wfm? afeT^c w?rt 
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Bf r & re qMTWTO Budget fa WTO BTO 1 MwVhU IT to Jttt* 

BITO ^Tf CW ©T fafaft 3WS© $W l WTO q^H^ CTO *TTO =(TI ©1W* 

♦(Wll RTO «TOl ©TW? toT? WR ^WW Wfrl «WF $fr TOq-©ff©WlTO 
aTo^kW BWT C^M <<1^ ^?T d I W WTO <Wfa ©RTO C*t WTO *ljAH 
Budget <3$ qJISifaWBi Sf© ®P5T <*</( I <9? ^T?W ^5W qjg\, 

©FTOBTCV ftfaft STOR SRT *tf«lTO antlBR 1 

«nfa *ra1*iKTOTO to«t $fac# fafa, srrqrro wwt siw ac*iw — 

{rwts®! «rr? to cros* nrc* 4 qr — ^qrq « ©rt «t$ro wtr «n*twi ©rro 
^i^wrfw q^r rtfarc ott qrw qrt vym-m tfm qiq w$ to 
qrra 4* mwrfw m?m m % r ^iw qri a* c* K-\w-i ato a^ 
fw crt afro aw qfqro qr^ wt otsr, qT^I wt ctowi 

Eastern Frontier Rifles a? qqr*t ^T^T=r TOOT fa*© ©Rr-RRCr 

aw« cfaTq qic< qr i q^fa*t aqt ©ncg fq^^qi *>ki*>b St^ft Hifccqc© ©ht* 
fqro aqt nlwro m qr — 

( i i ere the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mi Speaker, Sir, the Hon l>le 
Finance Minister has received congratulations from main quarters in 
this House, hut 1 hope he will not grudge if 1 withhold mine for there 
is not much in the Budget to congratulate him upon. 1 shall reserve 
them for the future when it will he possible for us to congratulate him 
wholeheartedly and not in an artificial manner. 

Before J proceed to discuss the actual Budget statement, I intend 
to speak a few words about the reply which came from Mr. Siddiqi, 
the hero of civil war, if 1 may 1 m* permitted to describe him as such. 
Sir, we were made to feel the vehemence of his reply, hut we failed 
to find any force in it inasmuch as there was no refutation of the 
charges that were levelled against the Ministry by the ex-Finanee 
Minister. May 1 point out to him that if there is any defect or blame 
in the Budget, the greatness of the defect or the seriousness of the 
blame in the Budget would remain the same whoever points it out — 
it matters not if it was pointed out by the ex-Finanee Minister. The 
honourable Mr. Siddiqi (Cries of “Not II on ’hie Mr. Siddiqi.*’) was 
accusing Mr. Barker that he was the creator of these defects iu the 
Budget. But l see no reason why there has not been any attempt 
made by the present Finance Minister # <o cure those defects before 
presenting the Budget in this House. 

In criticising the Budget l must admit that there are proposals for 
grants in the Budget which, though inadequate in comparison to the 
magnitude of the needs, are no doubt laudable. They are proposals 
for an annual grant of Rs. 10,000 for the Jadavpur Tubercular Hospital, 
Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 28,f>00 respectively for the establishment of Union 
Board Farms and Demonstration Centres, for Land Mortgage Banks. 
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ancHor prevention of blindness and so on. As I have mentioned 
these, I must also mention that there are omissions in respect of 
allotments that deserve our attention. Both the Opposition Leader and 
the ex-Finance Minister have mentioned that fact, viz., the withdrawal 
of* the grant to A isvablmruti. Though 1 do not very much complain 
about the allotments here or the omission of allotments there, 1 am 
inclined to request the Hon Ide hinance Minister to reconsider 

(The member having reached the time-limit at this stage, resiinnsi 
his seat. ) 

Mr f BIRAT CHANDRA MANDALs Sir, before 1 uctualK enter 
into the discussion oi the present Budget, I intend to su\ something 
regarding the Budgets of pre\ious year* If we rememlier the pre- 
Reform days, at that time the (iovemmont of Bengal wanted to look 
to the interests ot the European community alone. When the Morlev- 
Minto Reforms came into being we find that tin* Government of Bengal 
began to think of tin* Caste Hindu interests as well. After that, if we 
take the Montagu-Chelnisford Reforms, we would find that not only the 
European interests, not only the Caste Hindu interests but also the 
Muhammadan interests were taken into consideration. Next wo come 
to the present Reforms. We find that in the India Act of HWf> the 
Government have been asked by the Parliament to consider the condi- 
tions of the Scheduled Castes as well. Towards the end of the Poona 
Fact — l think it is section It ot tin* Pact- it has been clearly indicated 1 
by the Parliament that the Government must take proper cure to allot 
an adequate sum of money tor the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
Sir, I think everyone in this House will agree with me that the 
Scheduled ( ustes ot Bengal me the most backward so fai as education 
is concerned, and we find that during the last throe years attempts 
have been made by Government to do something for the Scheduled 
Castes. In the Budget of HPiSJJfl a sum of Us. o lakhs was provided 
Although it was not a large sum sufficient to cope with the educational 
needs of the Scheduled Castes, still Government tried to do something. 
Why was the sum not spent in Into'? The ex-Finance Minister has 
read out a list of items in the Budget which were passed but were not 
spent. 1 would like to point out to you that this was due to his 
ingenious brain. The ex-Finance • Minister made profession of 
unfathomed love for the Scheduled Caste* in this House, but while he 
was working in the Secretariat he was doing* quite the reverse. 1 have 
found the, Education Department very honest ami sincere. I have 
found the* Hon ble the Chief Minister acting properly. I have found 
the Secretary to Government in the Education Department acting 
honestly. L have* found the Director of Public Instruction acting 
properly. 1 have also found the members of the Scheduled Castes 
Education Committee working properly. 1 have found the Special 
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Officer, who is ft competent man, working properly. But when a 
propoHaJ of a scheme was sent to the ex-binanee Minister for sanction 
after being passed bv the Scheduled Castes Education Committee, wh»1 
happened? The ex-Finance Minister neglected the cause of the 
Scheduled Castes in such a way that months after months, sometimes 
for six months, he remained silent, and no reply could be bad from the 
Finance Department. This is bow be baffled the purpose of the Budget 
sanctioned in the year 1IKJK. Five lakhs had been sanctioned but the 
amount could not be spent and the Education Department could not do 
proper justice to tin* Scheduled Castes only because of the ex-Finance 
Minister. Sir, you can understand from the confessions. The cat is 
out of the bag. From his confessions we can understand that his con- 
fessions are worst* than the confessions of Lord Byron. (Laughter.) 

Regarding tin* present Budget, I cannot support it because this 
is not a Budget a< all. The present Finance Minister, although he is 
a great scholar, a man of gieat ambilion and culture and all that, but 
so far as his feelings ton aids the Scheduled Castes are concerned I 
must declare I hat the\ ate not good It \ou look at the Budget you 
will immediate!) find that he lias done nothing tor t lie education of 
the Scheduled Castes. But \se non take into consideration the fact 
that in the course of the preparation of his Budget Ik* has lost his 
only son. But we must declare that from the point of view of the 
Scheduled Castes the Budget is the woist possible and 1 say that it n 
not a Budget at all and should be thrown into a dust bin. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Mr Speaker, Sir, after the 
opening speech of the honourable the Leadei of the Opposition, the 
note of construct i\e opposition raised by him has Wn sounded in the 
speeches of members from the different sections of the House. The 
Budget has b<*en subjected to scathing castigation not only from the 
Opposition benches, but m> colleagues oti the Coalition benches have 
also come out with criticisms of a most vital and fundamental character. 
Discontent and disappointment bate been voiced on the floor of the 
House from the Coalition benches which have considerably lightened 
my task in winding up the debate from this side of tile House. 

Sir, here is a Budget presented befoie us which has failed to earn 
the blessings of any section of this House. I remember. Sir, that 
members from the European Group uhe have spoken on the Budget 
have sounded a note of warning. That warning lias evidently been 
addressed to those members of the Coalition Group whose importunities 
have often troubled the Finance Department and the other departments, 
(Oritw of “Question ! question!" from the Coalition Benches) and 
have been responsible for those dole budgets which have been the lot 
of this province to witness for the last three years. If this warning 
from the European Group succeeds in achieving its .purpose and ca« 
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even to some extent keep such importunities under control, it will not 
have gone in vain. 

Sir, a notable contribution to the debate ha* come from my 
honourable friend. Mr Xalini Itanjun Sarker. He has given before 
fhis House a long and significant catalogue of the defects of this 
Budget. He has uKo pointed out the failure of the Government in 
implementing their promises as disclosed b\ the Budgets of the previous 
\ ears , and in that wa\, his speech has thrown a remarkable sidelight 
upon the working of the Finance Department and the other departments 
of the Government, which to us. .odinan moriaU, w.*n> not disclnaM 
till yesterday. 

Sil. "e in tlu* past lia\e |omed ivmu* with Mr. Saiker when he was 
holding the Finance portfolio of the Government of Bengal. We also 
have pointed out in the past that his Budgets were nothing better than 
dole Budgets. de\oul of plans and schemes for the development of the 
province whiih alone < otild hiing sonic succour to the masses, Those 
were the criticisms whnh weie levelled in the wars past against the 
Budgets piesentcd 1>\ him. To-dn\ we are gratified to find that after 
he has been freed from the trammels ot office, Mr Saikei has placed 
before this House his criticisms along with ours, and he has brought 
forward before* this House such support as lie can accord to us from 
his position to-da\ in this House which was not possible for him in 
those previous \eais It has been established in the course of the 
discussion that these dole Budgets which it has been our lot to witness 
\ear aifci sear were intended for the put pose of making elaborate 
provision of huge sums of money for some beneficent scheme or other, 
but the money was no\cr meant to 1 m* spent or the si heme curried into 
effect. Sir, it has been our lot to witness that fm the purpose of 
silencing (nticisin with regard to certain provisions in the Budget 
upon whi<h the Minis! i \ had set its heaii, other pio\isions of a make- 
believe ehaiai ter have been made whnh iium i had been intended to 
be given eftec t to m the course ot tin* year. That has Imm*ii a most 
noticeable* feature ot the Budgets presented ln*fore the House year after 
year. 

M\ honourable friend. Mr. Siddup. has » ome forward w ith his 
castigation of Air, Sarker. He has, in his usual strain of vituperation 
and invective aimed at those who 4tand up to oppose the present Gov- 
ernment, come down upon* the devoted head of Mr. Sarker. His 
criticism would have been more to the purpose, would have been more 
helpful t ci the* House, if he could have pointed out one* single instance 
in which the obstructive attitude of the Finance Department wan 
responsible for the withholding of any funds with regard to any *cheme 
which had been fully developed and for which the machinery was wait- 
ing to put it "into execution. That would have been far more to the 
point. Invert ijres, I know, is the special forte of Mr. Siddiqi; that is 
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hi$ special province. He is the Traducer-General of the Opposition of 
this House, but that does not carry him further. 

May I, Sir, now point out to this House one or two matters on 
which there is a strange and ominous silence in the present year’s 
Budget? Take the question of the salt industry of Bengal. It is well 
known that the Government of India decided several years ago to ear- 
mark and 1 allot to this province a substantial portion of the additional 
salt duty for the development of the salt industry in this province 
which has an extensive seaboard where it can very well thrive and 
prosper. But unfortunately, although two Special Officers were 
appointed for the purpose of surveying and investigating into the 
possibilities of the salt industry in this province, and although they 
have submitted a very favourable report, in the present Budget we 
witness a poor and miserable picture, inasmuch as no demand has been 
made in the Budget under the head of Salt, and the House will be 
deprived even of the opportunity of discussing the matter by way of 
cut motions. So, 1 submit, Sir, and I say this with a full conscious- 
ness of my responsibility — that it is criminal neglect on the part of 
Government to ignore tin* possibilities ot the salt industry in Bengal 
which, if encouraged and established, could have brought a new r era 
to this province, not only in the matter of preparation and consumption 
of indigenous salt but also in tin* matter of tackling (be baffling 
problem of unemployment. Salt industry ought to be a native, 
indigenous, provincial industry for this province, but this neglect on 
the part of Government to initiate or formulate any policy or principle 
either for the development of private industry or for its own depart- 
mental endeavour, is responsible fm ictarding any forward move in this 
direction. 

Df, NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: The responsibility is of the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce : 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is the position, Sir, with 
regard to the salt industry. Once again look at the way Government 
intend to tackle the problem of malaria. A mere dole of Its. o lakhs 
for free distribution of quinine and Us. 2A lakhs for anti-malarial 
schemes has been provided. Now along with that, one should have 
thought that the possibilities of developing the cinchona industry had 
been better attended to. We have got a well-established factory for 
the preparation of cinchona. If development of that factory had been 
contemplated, if extension of the facilities for manufaefure .had been 
provided for, we could have tackled malaria in a far more convincing 
manner than it is otherwise possible to dq. If we are not going to 
spend anything for the prevention of malarial except the paltry sum ol 
Us. lakhs for anti-malarial schemes for the whole province of 
Bengal, we could at least have made some provisions (pr adoption of 
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curative methods by larger distribution of quinine and also for the 
production and preparation of (heap quinine in our factory. Both 
ways, not only in the matter of prevention but also in the matter of 
cure, Government stands condemned, so far as the fight against malaria 
is concerned in this province. 


Then, Sir, there is one other matter to which 1 should draw the 
attention of the House. The Hon ‘hie the Finance Minister has held 
out a sort of threat that this province nm\ have to submit to fresh 
taxes, which, I expect, nun In* necessan for the purpose of satisfying 1 
their desire to dole out big sums of mone\ to their supporters on the 
Coalition benthos. Those sums of monex are doled nut ---not in the 
interest of the province as a whole, not in the interest of any commu- 
nity as a whole, hut in the interest of those particular members who 
are looking forward to their election two xears hence and have got to 
satisfy their local supporters b\ means of those doles. That is the 
idea which is running through this Budget. 1 submit, Sir, that instead 
of holding out threats of incieasing the burden of taxation in this 
province thex could have concentrated their energies in fighting the 
threatened attack upon the Niemeyer Award. 1 submit, Sir, that if 
the Niemexer Award is allowed to run its full course and allowed to 
attain its normal development, the additional increase in income-tax 
and the excess profits tax would have brought up the share of Bengal 
from Us. V> lakhs to ffO laklis or even one erore in the coming your 
By combining all these taxes which are at present in force, namely, 
the amusement tax, the betting tax. the electricity duty and the new 
tax under the Finance Act, you < an gel at the most half a erore of 
rupees. But the normal development and increase in the taxes allotted 
under the Neimeyer Award would have given you one full erore at a 
very modest computation. Why not concentrate your energies to 
combat the proposal to modify the Neimexer Award by amending the 
Order- in -Council in Parliament!* There h, 1 understand, a special 
motion tabled by Dr. Sunxal on behalf of the Congress Party to fight 
this proposed amendment. Can we expect Government to join with us 
and voice the unanimous demand of this province that the Niemeyer 
Aw'ard should not be touched to the detriment of this province? 
Bengal has suffered long enough owing to the iniquities of the Meat on 
Award. The Montagu-Chemsford Constitution was almost reduced to 
a dead letter, so far as the ii*tinn-hmhling # departments were concern- 
ed, bv the injyuities of this monstrous Menton Award. At that time 
tho$e who. wanted to demolish that Constitution rejoiced in their heart 
of hearts ‘that the Meston Award had done such poor justice to this 
province. But things have , (hanged now and the state of affairs is 
different. We do not want that the province should he starved, 
because we bate also to contribute our share in the maintenance of the 
nation-building# departments run by the Government of Bengal. It 
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is for that resown that we stand to-day to oppose this threatened 
violation of the Niemeyer Agreement which is sought to be made in 
the Houses of Parliament in the coining weeks or months. Therefore, 
Sir, I would suggest to the House that they should bring to bear a 
united and combined pressure upon the Government to take up the 
cudgels on behalf of this province and make representations of a strong, 
united and unanimous character so that neither the Government of 
India nor the British Government can have the courage, can have the 
sense of injustice to <len\ to this province the natural results, the 
fruits of a gradual and normal development of the yield of the Niemeyer 
Award in the share of increased income-tax and excess profits tax. 

These are, Sir, the general observations 1 had to address on this 
Budget. May I, Sir, as a iepresentati\e of the city of Calcutta, offer 
otic word of congratulation to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for 
having made a provision in the Bud’get for the improvement of Tolly’s 
Nullah Y That w.h a crying need, and fortunately the llon’ble the 
Finance Minister has found the opportunity for making a provision of 
Its. 1 \ lakhs for that much-needed improvement I can only ask him. 
Sir, to reconsider the position of Government with regard to the Motor 
Vehicles Tax so far as the Corporation of Calcutta is concerned. Years 
ago the Government decided that the amount which was l>eing derived 
by the Corporation from tin' license tax on motor vehicles at that time, 
namely, IN. 4A lakhs, should be ciy stallised and standardised as the 
final amount whi< h t he Corporation could e.\]>ect from the Motor 
Vehicles Ta.\, although the number of motor vehicles in the city is 
going up by leaps and bounds, and although the city's roads are 
progressively suffering, and the burden cast upon the Corporation to 
maintain Uie roads is growing heavier from year to year. I would ask 
the Ilon'ble the Finance Minister to reconsider ihe position with regard 
to the Corporation’s shaie of the Molor Vehicles Tax and to increase 
it to a substantial extent . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : Inc •renin* it ! 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the very commendable 
frankness and candour with which my friend the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister 1ms presented his Budget, concealing nothing and omitting 
nothing in the matter of defects and blemishes, have given opportuni- 
ties to my friends opposite # *o level their Criticisms at this Budget from 
various points of view. I may tell the House that we, were prepared 
for all these criticisms. No Budget in this world can be expected to 
l>e |M*rfect and for something like a perfect Budget one would have to 
go in*for an imaginary and unreal Utopia. But Budgets are after all 
human productions and cannot be expected to l>e free from human 
defects and blemishes. We were also prepared not merely to listen 

in ^rtiuMuniQ nnfnnnrtarl <iml ev#*n uniiifit eriiiniam htii alon 
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to he* motives ascribed aud our intentions twisted in order to suit 
their criticisms from a political point of view. 

.Now, Sir, some of our friends have raised a note of warning that 
there should not he au\ further taxation in Bengal I wifi presently 
point out to the House that not onK is further taxation of some kind 
necessary hut almost inevitable, if we are to fulfil our obligations to the 
people whose interests should always form our most sacred charge. J 
may point out to the House certain e\[>euditure which must lx.» enter- 
tained and for which money must he found and n will he esident that 
all this money can never he found except h\ means of additional taxa- 
tion. Take the case of primary education. Wc aie all committed to 
have free and compulsory primary education throughout Bengal. The 
question has already l>een discussed so often that the facts relating to 
primary education are fairly well known. Kven at tin* lowest ('(im- 
putation, assuming that a primary school with one tiained tearhei would 
cost about 11s. 40 a month, the total expenditure on pmuar> mlurution 
would go up to something like 11s. o orores a \eai 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! 1 lie calculation does not seem to he 
just the same as that gi\en last \ear. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sandal, 1 ha\e warned \oii sc\cial times, it is 
your habit to he ohstrm tne. It there is my mistake in the calcula- 
tion you can point that out when the relevant Budget head is discussed, 
but this is not the occasion to do so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Sn, this is tin* onK <h<usioii that I 
have disUiilnsl the Hon hie tin* ( hief Miuisitei. I <»nK tried to draw 
your attention to the fact that this kind of reply we heard from Hie 
Hon’ble (‘hief Minister last year also 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Order, older. 1 1 is not in \ business to know 
whether you have heard this kind of reply once or several times. You 
have to listen to the (’hief Minister’s reply to the debate and the 
manner in which this reply is given. You will have to hear that. It 
is no use attenijiting to he obstructive. 


Th« HOfl’bto Mr. A, K« l*AZLUL HUQ. Sir, 1 will give mv friend 
Dr. Sanyal some idea as to how 1 have reached this figure. On an 
average, takfrrg the number of villages in Bengal, which come to about 
cfne 'lakh, throughout the province 

a 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 0ANYAL: Sir, there are not one lakh villages 
in Bengal. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you please stop interruptiftg? I 
have repeatedly told you that this is not the occasion to interject year 
remarks. If you go on interrupting like this I warn you that it will 
he my painful duty to ask you to leave the House. 

The Hon'M* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, if the Census Report 
are correct then the number of villages may be taken at 90 thousand, and 
1 took this number roughly at 1 lakh, because there are certain villages 
which will require two schools. On that basis if we take Rs. 40 to be the 
monthly cost of maintenance of each school it works out to Rs. 480 a 
year, and for one lakh schools — leaving out of consideration the exact 
number of villages — the cost will come to 4 crores and 80 lakhf. Then 
there is miscellaneous expenditure which would bring the total amount 
to 5 crores. 1 give up my l*>int to a certain extent in favour of Dr. 
Sanyal, and I am prepared to accept a lower figure, namely, 4 crores a 
year. But it cannot be anywhere less than that. The Education Cess 
according to the Primary Education Committee would give us 1 crore 
and 20 lakhs in theory, but in reality 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 have an opportunity of reply- 
ing it I uni personally addressed bv the Hon 'hie Chief Minister? (The 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sviikawardy : But you are not being personally 
addressed by tin* Chief Minister.) There have been references to me 
personally. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, you have given your ruling, 
but I would certainly object to Mr. Suhrawardy assuming the role of 
the Speaker. He must not he jibbering all the time. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Leader of the Opposition 
must control his lieutenants. 

The HotPble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Now, Sir, whether the figure 
is 3 crores or 4 crores or even 5 crores, the Education Cess will not give 
us the amount of money that will l.e neee.ssary for our primary schools. 
At the present moment I have got in my hand a memorandum drawn 
up by the members of the Mymensingh District School Board which 
shows that according to the calculations they have made the expenditure 
in that district alone will lie Rs. 27,87,928 per year and the Education 
Cess is expected to give them only Rs. 8,96,097, which means that 
Mymensingh will be in deficit to the extent of about Rs. 18 lakhs. 
This is only about one district, and it will not he a surprise to the House 
to learn that even at the lowest computation we will be in a deficit q! 
at least 2 \ crores, if you take into account the necessity of the whole 
proviace. That is, Sir, as regards primary education only. Then there 
is adult education and there is also the question of provincialisation of 
the Wakf Department on which many members of the Coalition Party 
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and nfl tny other members of this House are very keen, Then there is 
the question of village dispensaries to the extent of oue dispensaiy in 
each union. Then there is also the question of scholarships and 
stipends to poor students and then there is the scheme relating to Irri- 
gation throughout the province. 

Now, Sir, all these schemes would require more money und so far 
as I am concerned 1 feel that Bengal must have a few crores more to 
her present revenue in order to he able to co|>e with the expanding 
needs of the administration. Sir, it has been suggested that we should 
try to some extent to retrench exjienditurc and find some money in 
order to meet this increased expenditure. Sir, those who level these 
i nticisms at ih forget that according to I lie statute there are certain 
items of expenditure which must he incurred and over which we have 
no control, lake the case ot the members of the various Inqieriul Ser- 
vices. If you abolish certain jKists. it does not mean that the province 
ivS relieved of the expenditure to that extent Members of the various 
Imjierial Services are recruited not foi |iurtieulur posts but in fill up 
vacancies in the cud re ot a particular service. If you abolish the post 
of a Commissioner, for instance, the person who at that moment may 
b<* holding that jnist is not thereby dismissed lie is onlv relieved from 
that |*>st , but he will go on drawing bis salary, and if \ou cannot find 
him any cmplov merit he will be drawing bis salary foi doing nothing. 
Sir, the whole trouble arises in tins was. If sou look at the Civil last 
you will find that Jhrre are several items of expenditure over which we 
have got no eonttnl. The onlv tiling'’ vou can do is to catch bold of the 
Ministers. If vou do not jstv these office,’* \ou will thereby save onlv 
a few lakhs. The question is not of lakhs hut of mires. (to dispis- 
sionately through the Civil List in one band and the Budget in the 
other, and you will find no esenjie from the conclusion that, if you have 
to meet the expanding needs of a province like Bengal you will have to 
face additional taxation. There is no use shutting out that fact, it 
is no use saying that Bengal should not he overburdened with taxation. 
Unfortunately I have to admit, along with the mem lie rs of the Opposi- 
tion, in holding that Bengal should have some more of the money 
which now goes to the Central Budget or the Central Exchequer, and 
relieve to that extent the tax-payer in this province. But so long as 
no money is coming from outside, we have got to find the money our- 
selves. The advice is sometimes ^iven that we should cut our coat 
according to the cloth. Unfortunately the coat has got to be of certain 
dimensions and it is now* for fls to find the gloth. You cannot say that 
you do not want primary education because the Bengal Government 
cannot contribute anything as it has a deficit budget. Therefore, f 
submit tKat all these warnings that have been given to us, although 
extremely well meant, are somewhat out of date and somewhat mis- 
placed, because we find that in the near future wc shall have to come 
to this House for more money. I will only point out that the Hon'ble 
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the Finance Minister has not said that he is going to rush taxation Bills 
through this House without due consideration of oui needs and require- 
ments. I am only saying that if there are people who think that Ben- 
gal can get on with her present resources without any further taxation, 
they are very sadly mistaken. So far as 1 am concerned, I will press 
for further taxation, if for nothing else, at least for the purpose of free 
and compulsory primary education in Bengal. We must have free and 
compulsory primary education, and I have found in the course of 
my tours that even the jniorest people have told me that they are willing 
to he taxed provided they get full benefit of that money in the shape of 
free and compulsory primary education foi their children. Now, Sir, 
J have heard it said by no less an authority than my friend the ex- 
Finance Minister that we should not impose taxation in order to balance 
our Budget (Mr. Nai.ini Banjan Sakkkk : I never said that.) or to 
cover any deficit in a slump period which may arise after the war. I 
don’t think that the present Finance Minister has said anything to 
give any one that idea. The new taxation is not necessary to cover 
deficits in the slump jieriod but, as 1 have pointed out, in order to meet 
the expanding needs of our administration, in order to meet the require- 
ments of the nation-huilding departments. From that jxiint of view I 
submit that the apprehension that money raised In taxation might not 
be profitably spent, is absolutely groundless Then, Sir, I find that 
there lime been cnl icisnis as lcgards some items in the Budget and my 
friend the ex-Fiiianee Minister has referred to Yisuibharati and others. 
A hint has been thrown out that the Coalition Party have obstructed 
Government and ha\e been instrumental lor non-payment of this sum 
to Visvabbarati or for the non-appearance of this sum in the Budget. 
The Coalition Party no doubt were rather unwilling to sanction this 
amount liecause in their opinion a province which could not meet the 
needs of the administration could not afford to sanction a grant of 
Us. 25,000 jwirticularly to a rich institution. That was the opinion held 
by some. But after all, wo have decided to gi\e something like that 
money, and l am glad to tell the House that long before the Budget 
was presented and criticisms levelled, we had decided to give that 
institution Its. 35,000 which has l>eon promised. 

1 now come to the remarks that have Wn made by my friend 
Mr. Monmohnn Das regarding the Scheduled Castes. I am not going 
to touch on any other point because my i'riend, the Finance Minister, 
will deal with these criticisms in greater detail, but I cannot sit down 
without telling this House what we have been doing for the Scheduled 
Castes of Bengal. Sir, it will lie within the recollection of this House 
that when my friend Mr. Monmohan Das moved his resolution for the 
Budget allotment of a sum of Rs. 5 lakhs, T at once agreed because I 
felt that some substantial step forward should be taken in order to give 
our Scheduled Caste friends the fullest benefit %f modem education. In 
order to carry our ideas into effect T appointed a very highly qualified 
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Scheduled Caste officer as Special Officer to l<M)k alter the Scheduled 
Ch»t&4. He has been working ceaselessly under the direction of the 
Director of Public Instruction, and I will read out to the House the 
amount of money that we have been able to spend for the purpose of 
Scheduled Castes alone. Let it l>e rcmemlcctcHl that as the Scheduled 
Oastos have no special institutions of their own such as senior madras* 
salts, junior madras, subs, maktabs, etc., they have got to lake their 
instructions in the ordinary educational .ustitutions of the country. 
There are here and there one or two schools managed by tile Scheduled 
Castes, and we have taken jmitieular care not merely to eneottrage them 
but also to extend their usefulness. Now, Sir, the total cxfieiiditura 
up to date out of the 5 lakhs of rujtees i» >r the Scheduled Castes — leav- 
ing out of aeeount what v\ e have done tor them and for their students 
who have been reading in onlmnn schools— comes to Hs, 1,88,419. 
Stipends have Iteen given to the extent of Its. 20,000 in |9ttS2t9 ami of 
a like sum in 1989-10. In 19.19-10 we have Its. 7,200 in the sluifM* 
of scholarships to Scheduled Caste* students, and we have* given h|hh*m 1 
grants to tl»e extent ot Its. 09,000. We have given them at the rate 
of Ks. 250 as lump grant 1 1 * each middle school and Us. 500 to tsuch 
high school. We have given overseas scholarships to the Scheduled 
Caste students al the rate <d Us. 1,200 a vear. We have* s|ieni on the 
headc|uarters staff Hs. .‘1,521 including Its. .‘189 as travcdliiig allowance. 
We have given a hostel grant to the extent of Hs. 1,701. We have also 
given the Concilia Hostel Hs. 1,150 in two years, and the school 
stipends come to Hs. 72, 000 and those have liecu placed with the Divi- 
sional Insjjectors and the 1 n.xjM*i t reuses for disbursement during the 
vear beginning from 1st January. 

As regards the halance we have made out a scheme which we shall 
follow. It is as under* -- 


Us. 

(//) Grant for college hostel building foi Harisal ‘10,000 

(b) Grant for college hostel building tui Comilla ... 20,000 

(c) Building grant to high English schools ... 75,000 

(d) Building grant to middle* English schools ... 75,000 

( e ) Special grant to high English and middle English 

schools ... 11 .000 

(f) Additional grant for hostel ifi Comilla ... 5,000 

(//) Grant for hostel building # ... 20,000 

(A) Slates apd liooks for floor primary school pupils ... 10,000 

. (i) Maintenance grant to Scheduled Caste hostels 
Attached to schools and colleges for two 
year* ... 19,000* 

(;) Stipends td Scheduled Caste students preparing 

for the B.T. degree ... 1,080 


(for one year) 
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Now, I submit that my friend Mr. Monmohan Das would be better 
advised to go for a few minutes to the Writers’ Buildings and to sit 
down with the Special Officer Mr. Itaj Kumar Das to find out wbat 
actually we have done for the Scheduled Castes of this province. I 
have said ho often that I don’t think I need repeat it that for various 
reasons — not entirely political — that we are absolutely of the opinion 
that utmost efforts should Ik* made to bring the Scheduled Castes into 
line with the other advanced communities in Bengal. Be it not 
thought that we are only angling for their votes. Unfortunately, two- 
thirds of the Scheduled Tastes votes are even now lost to us, but we 
do not look on that nor do we look on the one-third of them who are 
voting with us. But even if the entire Iwdy ot the Scheduled Castes 
members were to vote against ns, we will look to the interests and 
claims of the Scheduled Castes ]K*ople and do for them what we have 
been doing for our own community, because we led that they require 
help and assistance and they have a legitimate claim on us which we 
cannot afford to ignore. 

1 do not think, 1 should take up the time oi the House, but to 
everyone 1 would make an earnest apjieal, whether he is a member of 
the Coalition Tarty, or a member of the Kuroj>eun Group or one of my 
friends in the Opposition. As I have said, the Budget can never he a 
perfect. Budget and there are difficulties in the way of framing Budgets 
which they alone know who ha\e to do the task. One thing for which 
we should strive is to combine and co-ordinate the efforts in order to 
get the money to enable Bengal to he a happy and prosperous land and 
to reach her glorious destiny. 

Now, Sir, Bengal is a province which has, with a |>opulation of over 
50 millions and an area of about SS.000 square miles, to get on with 
an income o! Id mores only with certain items of her expen- 
diture over which, as I have said, we have no control. Whereas, 
Madras with a pqmlntion ot onh 40 millions has got an 
income of 15 crores of riqjees and Bonihuv with halt the population of 
Bengal has got an income ot nearly 14 crores. It is time that we 
should put our heads together and co-operate and iind out ways and 
means to find money for working the nation-building departments for 
providing primary education to the masses, for providing villages with 
dispensaries and irrigation works, for excavating rivers and canals and 
for doing all those things and wifrks which will go to alleviate the 
sufferings of humanity. liet us all w*>rk together and try to make 
two blades of grass grow where one grew before, and, I am sure, we 
will thereby 1#» rendering the greatest service to humanity and for 
which we all can justly he proud. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, may I ask the Hon’bie 
the Chief Minister almut one matter? Allegations have !>een made by 
different member* of the Coalition Party that the Finauee Department 
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wa« responsible for sitting tight over the files dealing with budgeted 
.grants for certain schemes us a sort of obstructionist policy. If the 
Hon’ble the Thief Minister or the llon’ble the Finance Minister do not 
dissociate themselves from such allegations and remain silent on the 
matter, that would Ik* very unfair to me and 1 may lu* compelled to 
disclose tilings to prove that that was not file case. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, mas 1 request the Hon’ble 
the Thief Minister to clear up one matter? Did I understand him to 
say that he has derided that tin* grant of IN. to the Yiswu-Hhurati, 

which was provided in the Budget tor 19'IJMU, will he paid and that 
in the Budget for 1940-41 a grant of IN. *>,000 to the same institution 
will be provided ? 

(The Ilon’hle Mr H S. Suhrawardy rose to speak. 1 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir. may 1 haw* my answer from 
the Hon’ble Thief Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : You will tret the reply 
from me. 

Sir, after tin* speech ol the Hon’hh the Thiel Minister «tti the main 
features of the Budget, very little really remains to he said by the 
Finance Minister because tin* Finance Minister is tesjMiiisihle not. so 
much for the details oi the Budget of the \aiioiis departments iw for 
the structure of the Budget itself. I am, Sir, giatified to find that 
many honourable members have tried to exonerate me from the respon- 
sibility of the Budget, pmlxihlv because of the fact that no more 
trenchant criticism ha* been levelled against me than I made in mv 
written speech. 1 have pointed out to the House that I am dissatisfied 
with the Budget because 1 am dissatisfied with the state of the finance 
of Bengal But before 1 deal with this a little bit more fully, l would 
like to dispose of a certain point which has been mined by Mr. Niharendu 
Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Brutal Thandra Ganguly and Mr. Bankiin 
Mukerjee on the question of the war. Deliberately, I am sorry to say, 
my speech has been misquoted on the point. I will refer to my speech 
once more. I will read out that portion--“We must bp ready mid 
prepared to take our due share in the burden <d the war should events 
move nearer home and involve us fhore directly and closely.” The 
proviso has been eliminated by* them. Now, Sir, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar 
made «i fiery speech. This is really the speech which he wanted to 
deliver on ^he Vfar Resolution and which be could not deliver on t hat 
occasion because he did not get Die opportunity. But if there is one 
speech which justifies all the support that we can give to the Bgtish 
Government during the war, it is that speech of Mr. Dutta Mazumdar. 
Had he been in Italy, he would not have been allowed to enter the 
preciogt* of this Assembly. Had he been in Russia, he would have 
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been court-martialled and shot before dawn. Had he been in Germany, 
his home would have been violated and he would have been heard of 
no more. But in this House, he is allowed to make that speech and 
get away with it, and moves about free and unscathed. It is not for 
persons like him that I said that “we must be ready to l>ear the bucden 
of war.” If I wanted someone to make a speech which will excite the 
people and lead them to paths of violence, if I wanted somebody to make 
a speech to excite the worst passions of a 1110 b, 1 will <atll upon Mr. Du Ha 
Mazumdar to do so, but if l wanted somebody to make a sacrifice of 
one’s life, one’s liberty in a great muse, I would never call upon him 
to make that sacrifice. It will not he for him but it will be for brave 
men who are prepared to make sacrifices to help during the war. I 
feel that should unfortunately the war come nearer home and we are 
involved in the war closely, we will have no alternative but to call 
upon the brave people of the soil to come out and not people like 
Mr. l)ut ta Mazumdar. 

Sir, may I now come to the main subject-matter ot my speech? I 
am glad tluv< I have been able to rouse this House and the members of 
this House from their somnolence so tar as the budgetary position of 
Bengal is concerned. I did not paint a gloomy picture. I only used 
the word “gloomy” in the last paragraph oi my speech. But reading 
between the lines, there are main things which can inspire us to hope 
provided we are ready to make sacrifices. I feel, Sir, that our finances 
are in a muddle. We have had a very bad deal from the Government 
of India. We have had a very bad deal in the financial award and 
whatever anyone ma t \ say that we have not taken up any big scheme 
of construction, it must Ik* remembered that the finances of our country 

not permit us to take up any hig scheme unless the financial condition 
of the province improves. That is the point that I wanted to bring 

home to the members of this House, and 1 d<> hope t ha* until that 

happens, we will not hear all these eiitieisms that we should have taken 
up big schemes in our efforts to rehabilitate the condition of the people 
of the soil. 

Sir, the difference between the budgetary position of 1030-37 and 
the present position is that nominally we find an increase, so far as the 
revenue is concerned, of Ks. 1 erore and 15 lakhs. Now Sir, this does 
not present the full picture. There were certain debt charges which 
had to be paid by the previous Government and they were cancelled. 
These amount to Us. 33 lakhs which being added to Its. I crore 15 

lakhs, the total comes to Its. 1 crore and 48 lakhs. Now , Sir, out of 

this sum a very large [Notion goevS to the expenses of the Constitution, 
namely, of this House and the Legislative Council, which comes to 
Us. J5 lakhs, leaving Us. 1,33.00,000. Then we have to deduct from 
that certain other expenditure which can properly be debitable to 
revenue account, namely, the sum of expenditure which it met fnwn 
♦he Bond Development Account, This is 34 lakhs in IW0-41 *» against 
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Bs. 18 lakhs in 1940-37, i.e., an increase of Us. 10 lakhs this year. 
There is one oilier receipt of u similar nature in 1940-41, namely, the 
receipt of Its. 7 lakhs under the head "Extraordinary charges in India” 
for ’war charges. This receipt merely reimburses the Provincial (Gov- 
ernment for charges incurred in connection with the war. Thus after 
deducting Hi lakhs to be met from the Hoad Development Account and 
the receipt of Hs. 7 lakhs on account of war charges, we are left with 
a revenue of one crore and ten lakhs. 

Now, Sir, to this you have to add roughly the annual pensionary 
charges which are 2*2 lakhs this unit. This is an unavoidable expendi- 
ture. and the balance at the disposal of (ioveniinent , therefore, is only 
88 lakhs. Now out ot this amount of NS lakhs, 3’> lakhs have gone to 

the Education Depart merit, i.e., nearlx 40 per cent. At the lime when 

we took office, all the union* depai t moots, particularly the nation- 
building departments, were starved to such an extent that it was 
absolutely necessary, that it we wanted them hi glow and exjmiid we 
hud to spend the money at our disposal to put these departments in 
order before taking up large scale schemes. As tor example, we realise 
that there is necessity for the expulsion of Debt Settlement Boards. 

But would >ou sa\ that belore we take up the expansion of Debt Settle- 

ment Boards, (^-operative Societies, Public Health, Medical and 
Agriculture we should devote oursehes only to primary ed unit ion Y The 
time for primary education will come, hut in the meantime these various 
Thppartmeufs have got to he resuscitated and we have to spend money 
tor that purpose. 1 am conijMiring I lie figuies of 1930-37 with our 
figures tor the present year. It show* that there have been increased 
provisions of Hs. 22 lakhs on Debt ( oiicilial ion, Hs. I r > lakhs on 
irrigation, Hs. 14 lakhs on Public Health, Hs. 7 lakhs on Agriculture, 
Bn. 7 lakhs on M edical ami Hs. o lakhs on Industries. You can now 
understand where the money has gone, and we have got --you must 
admit — to advance all along the line. You cannot sfai\e Public Health 
tor the sake of Industries; you cannot starve Industries tor the sake of 
Debt Conciliation, and so on. You have got to raise the condition of 
the people in various ways and in all departments. The time has now* 
come to embark on bigger schemes, ami I propose with the help of this 
House to come up here from time to time in order that we may take up 
these bigger schemes. 

It has been remarked that there are many items which have l>een 
eliminated from this Budget. f It is true that they have been eliminated, 
because w*e have gone lock somewhat on t fie policy which has hitherto 
b$en adopted,* Homely, providing moite\ which cun not be spent later, 
ahd I want, Sir, that before we* provide money the scheme should be 
properly framed and worked out, so that we can come up before the 
House for a grant in a dear-cut maimer and spend the money in a 
proper manner* It is for this reason that they have been eliminated, 
and % have not the slightest doubt that we may have to come up for a 
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supplementary grant for many more schemes than have hitherto been 
usual. 

Now, Sir, with due respect may I refer to the criticism of 
Mr. N. it. Sarker? I do so with hesitation, because I have respect 
for him ami his ability ami lor the depth and width of his ideas and 
vision, hut I must confess — although Mr. Sarker has discovered a 
certain amount of confusion of thought in my Budget statement — I too 
find confusion of thought in his speech. 1 never for a moment stated 
that, immediately alter the war there will he a slump. Everyone know'8 
that the impetus that is given by a war to general development 
continues for some time The word “immediately,” which Mr. Sarker 
used five times, has ne\ei been used by me in my speech. If I have 
used it, 1 must say that it was never in my contemplation that 
immediately after the war is over, there will he a slump. But slump 
does follow a war; and although Mr. Sarker lias attempted to give 
reasons that there max not he a slump alter this war because of pro- 
tection instead ol free trade, still I think that it will he an extremely 
short-sighted policy for anxone to take and conclude that because there 
exists a difference, a slump will not follow tlie war. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: It has been # pioxided in this 
Budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, it is not provided 
in this Budget. 


Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: You have provided fora depres- 
sion which comes after 10 xears. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, I »mve not provided 
lor a slump iu the Budget. In this \ ear's Budget 1 have only stated 
that a depression does follow a war. Then* is no provision for a dump 
?n this year's Budget tor the simple reason that the war has not yet 
ended and we do not know when the war is going to end. 

One other point has been raised, Sir 

(At this stage l)r. Nalinaksha Sanval was about to make an 
interruption.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How many warnings do you require, Dr. Sanval? 
(Laughter.) # 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As I w«s saving, .Sir, 
pnother point has been taised that taxation oujrht not \o be raised for 
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the purpose of reserves. On the other hand, Sir, I do not know whether 
it js against financial policy or not, hut 1 do thiuk at the same time 
that we ought not to emhark on large scale measures without adequate 
reserves — whether taxation should be levied for the purpose is a 
different matter. There i> of course no doubt that every Government 
should have a reserve to fall hack upon in case* of emergency. But 
can you build up a reserve with a delint Budget, and necessary 
expenditure on nation-building depai I ments which cannot he met from 
the ordinary revenue income? But for this extra expenditure we would 
not have a deficit, and we need not draw on our opening Imhuices. It 
has been stated from all sides of the House that the expenditure on these 
items is not enough. 1 would very much like to hu\e more. But as 
the honourable members will see, the balance that we must keep and 
Ihe Imlance which we think will he left as the closing luihmcc is tar 
too narrow for us to deplete our reserves still further. Ml. Sassoon 
has in a fairly well-reasoned speech ciiticised the Budget, and has 
urged arguments which 1 had never expected him to advance. He has 
stated that there is no real deficit at all because we gave a loan of 
alsmt 1 (Tore IT lakhs and it is on account of that loan that this 
deficit has occurred. But, Sir, that is not so, because the hunts that 
were given do not find a place in the Budget. namel\ , on the Revenue 
Receipt or the lfrvenuc Expenditure side. The loans are dealt with 
in the Debt and Deposit Section and (id lakhs of Transit ly Bills that we 
^ill have to pay will come out of the Debt and Deposit Section, for 
which reason there is going to he a deficit of lakhs; the .07 lakhs 
deficit that wc have on the Revenue Receipts and Expenditure .side, are 
totally irrespective of the hums that have been advanced. 

Sir, 1 could continue to talk in this manner and deal with the various 
items of the Budget, but l will not do so, because I think most of the 
criticisms levelled by the members on ihe other side of the House have 
been ill-informed and are liereft of any constructive ideas and it is not 
neeessarv for me to meet them, hut I do not expect as a matter of fact 
anything different, as I do not think that the Hnn'Lle ex-Eirumce 
Minister expected any different treatment (Tom that side of the House 
when he was speaking from those benches. But, Sir, there are certain 
specific matters which have l>een referred to and I should like to deal 
with them. Let us, Sir, first take the speech of the folder of the 
Opposition. The Leader of the OpjM»sih'on desires to sing his own song, 
dream his own dream, lip in his oven bed, live in his own house and to 
breathe his owm air and s*> on, hut the Leader of Ihe Opposition 
luis a great flair for quoting from foreign authors and adopts their 
ideas. He hall quoted from Michael Collins with reference to Ireland 
&nd wants to apply the remarks to India. We find in his quotation 
from Michael Collins about Ireland that under the British rul$ there 
has been a decrease in population hut that is liardly applicable to India. 
Increase in population iu the country may be construed as an idea of a 
certain degree of prosperity. The Leader of the Opposition has stated 

# i 
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that the cost of General Administration should be reduced. Now, Sir, 
if he takes the t rouble and reads the Budget, which, l tnay point out*to 
the House, he has not done, nor has the ex-Finance Minister done so, 
nor have any of the other members who have spoken about the Yiswa- 
bharati done so, lie will find that the increase in the cost of General 
Administration is not due really to an increase in the tost of the 
General Administration hut by reason of the fact that the d lakhs grant 
for Rural Reconstruction has been allotted to that Budget. There are 
also various items of this nature which have been included in the 
General Administration which have really nothing to do with any 
increase in the Establishment. With regard to the Administration of 
Justice, there has similarly been no increase. If you h>ok at t he 
figures you will find that there has been no increase in the cost — at 
least nothing substantial; although an increase would he justified 
because recruitment to that department ceased for two years. But the 
real reason why it appears that there has been an increase is that the 
last two years we received certain sums of money from the Assam 
Government on account of the price of land which we have purchased 
for the extension of the High Court; as there is no such item in this 
year’s Budget there is an apparent increase in the cost while as a 
matter of fact there is none. 

Coming to the war expenditure, Sir, it has been argued that this 
money ought not to come out of the Budget of the Government 
Bengal. I may explain, Sir, that it will not come out of our Budget. 
Every single pie that we expend on war we will get out of the India 
Government. The Go\ eminent of India has taken the responsibility 
of reimbursing the Government of Bengal in this matter. Now if the 
same honourable gentleman and other gentlemen including the ex- 
Finance Minister are g4»od enough to turn to jwge 2N2 of the Estimates 
they will find that another sum ot Bs. 25,000 has been allotted to 
Biswahlmrat i, and 1 cannot understand why there has been so much 
criticism, annoyance and anger when the provision is there; whether 
that sum will he granted or not is another matter, but so far as the 
Budget is concerned the provision is there. Tt depends entirely on the 
will of the House, and I am not sure what the will of the House will be. 
We shall of course how to the will of the House whatever that will 
may lie with regard to that demand. Sir, I had much to any but as 
there is not much time I shall refer to the other matters as rapidly as 
possible. Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed and several other members 
have stated that there must be more money for primary education, 
particularly for those districts where primary' education has been intro- 
duced, Only 5 lakhs has been provided in the Budget Estimate this 
year and no bigger amount could be put in because at the present 
moment we are not able to estimate what are going to lie the require- 
ments of the various districts in this connection, but if a proper scheme 
is forthcoming and if the money can be spent in this year I can assure 
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the honourable members that that money will be found even if it is not 
there in the Budget now. 

Honourable members will have noticed one great hiatus and that is 
that there is no comprehensive scheme for rural credit. I do feel that 
something will have to he done in that regard. There are various 
aspects of the question. Some members think that it is demoralising 
the countryside by giving cheap and easy credit to the agriculturists 
while some others are of opinion that in special instances of great hard- 
ship this money should l>e provided. This matter has been considered 
and is being considered by Government and 1 hope that during the 
tenure of my office, T will have the privilege of placing before the 
House a proper scheme for rural credit before t he year is out. 

As regards the education of t fie Scheduled Castes community the 
Hon’hle the Chief Minister has explained what the actual position is. 
We have done one thing for the Scheduled Castes which is unprecedented 
in the history of budgeting. For the education of the Scheduled 
Gaste.s a sum of Its. f> lakhs was allotted, a great portion of this money 
has not been spent. Where money is not spent the usual practice is 
that it lapses, hut so far as the money set apart for the Scheduled 
Castes is concerned we have funded it, ami the money is always avail- 
able; they nee<fr have no fear with regard to that, 1 am suiprised to 
heai Mi Birat Chandra Mutidnl say that I do not like the Scheduled 
Caste". Sir, I am extremely sorry that he should have said ho, because 
^ ] think that I have a great many friends among the Scheduled Castes 
who know that whenever 1 think of m\ own community— because it is 
a depressed community I always think of the Scheduled Castes at the 
same time, and they are not distant from mv mind. When w'e think 
of improving the conditions of the people there is nothing in my mind, 
no scheme in my mind, in which the Scheduled Castes people are not 
associated. I am mentioning this specifically because Mr. Birat 
Chandra Mandul has specifically stated that T don't like the Scheduled 
Castes or something to that effect. 

As regards the criticisms made about rural reconstruction, the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the department will deal wdth them; but 
1 would like to say one word before I sit down liecause in certain 
quarters a cry has been raised on behalf of a section of the province. 
I wish to refer to the speech of my esteemed friend Mr. Abu! Qunsem 
who spoke on behalf of West Bengal. He said that there did not seem 
to be any indication that the Howrah- Hooghly Scheme would ever 
fructify. Of course it will, and the Hon ’hie Minister for Irrigation 
, assures me Hiat be will come up before this House soon for the fixation 
’ of rates so that he may take up the matter. I may inform the House 
that we do not look at any scheme from the point of view of any section 
of the province, from the point of view of East Bengal, West Bengal, 
North Bengal or South Bengal. That is never done. If, for example, 
we spend about Re. 4 crores on the Howrah-Hooghlv Scheme in West 

30 . 
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Bengal, is it to be contended that as this money hag been spent in 
West Bengal, hereafter no more money should be spent there? We 
shall be driven to this position, if we have to divide the money spent 
by this Government over all these various parts of the province. Are 
we going to find out how much money is spent on education in West 
Bengal, in East Bengal, in North Bengal and in South Bengal? I 
think not, and I do hope that whatever scheme will be placed before 
this House, it will be viewed not from any sectional point of view, but 
from the point of view f of the province as a whole. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon'ble Minister after starving the province by his Budget is also 
starving its representatives by his speech. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Before I sit down, I 
would like to refer to the point raised by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
about the Land Revenue Commission. I have not the least doubt that 
this Ministry will deal with the Report of file Land Revenue Commission 
most adequately and as soon as possible. Obviously no money can tie 
provided in this Budget regarding it because we do not know what the 
filial orders will be on the matter. But we hope, Sir, that it will be 
done, and it will result ip the condition of this province being much 
more prosperous than it is 4iow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On Monday we are required to 
discuss the Jute Regulation Bill. May I submit that in connection 
with the Jute Ordinance we have already tabled motions disapproving 
the Ordinance and that we should be given an opportunity of discussing 
them before the Jute Regulation Bill is taken up by this House? On 
the last occasion when a similar thing was proposed, many members 
submitted that the Report of the Jute Enquiry Committee should be 
in the hands of the members before we are required to apply our minds 
on this Bill. May I again request in the same manner that the Report 
be made available before the Jute Bill is taken up? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: As « matter of fact, so far as this is concerned, 
1 have written to the Home Department to allot a day for this. I have 
not yet heard from them. But the Hon’ble Minister concerned is here 
and he can do the needful. 

Tim Hon’bU.Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as the Report is 
concerned, I shall see to that, but as regards the other question, that 
will come up in due course and it will be discussed then. 



Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The House has the statutory right 

> declare its disapproval of the Ordinance, and the Ministry should not 
ek protection behind the privilege of allotting a day for discussion. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That can be met by changing the procedure of 
asiness. 


Adjournment. 


It being 1-25 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 26th 
ebruary, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Appointment (a) # 

Communal ratio of — marie fcy Chief 
Inspeitor of Jute Registration. 
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15(5 
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p. 241. 

Constitution of District Sohlol Board 

In Bakarganj. (Q./ p. 27(1. 
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104. 

Realisation of tuition fees in Presi- 
dency College: (Q.) p. 239. 

Settlement of old mal jotes in the 
Western Duars Khas Mahal, Jalpai- 
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Embankment m the C* hat al sub- 
division. Midnapore iQ > p 8^ 
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In Kerroiunut Department*: (Q.) p. 
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table Dispensaries. (Q.) p. 103. 

Qoswaml, Mr. Tulsl Chandra 

Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 
1910 p 73. 

Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940: 
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Of conditions on death anniversary 
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